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THE public may de aſſured, that th, in this . 

* tion of the Teſtimony there be ſome {mall alterations 
in the arrangement of a few ſentences, yet no part of A 

the ſubſtance is changed. The Reader will obſerve, . 
that the foot note in the former edition, reſpecting the 
eſtabliſhment of Popery in Canada, is now inſerted i in 
| the body of the deed itſelf, page 73, 74, and 75, and 

+ |} an additional article concerning the farther encourages 
ment of _Popery ſhould have been placed after ſaid pa- 
ragraph; but, as it did not come to hand in time to 

de inſerted in its n it is now added a d 
TLoncluſion. 
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of the expediency and neceffity. of — a judleiat © 
teſtimony, to diſcover to the world the prigeiples, upon which.” 7 4 
as a judicatory of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they ſtobd in opti- 
on to the different profeſſed Judicatories in the land : together 
with the agrecableneſs of theſe principles to the word of Ggd, the . 
only rule of faith and practice, and to the» covonantel e "2 
tion of the chutth of Scotland in her pureſt” pethods 4 dilthere- 
fore, after a propoſal for ſaid effect, agree in appointing one af 


who, after ſundry delays, to their grief of mind, at one 
— 2 hopes of AI zſiftative Front Bind in thas uf eee 
er by laying himſelf obnoxious 2 the cenſures of ib 
church; which the preſbytety, in duty both to bim, to Gody 
and to Bis people,” were obliged to put in againſt him, 6 
while he, in contempt of that ofdikance, an other means uſed — 
for his conviction and recovery,  obſtinately perſifts in his inpe- 
nitency and defection. And although A preſhytery, fewin 1 
number, were thus diminiſhed, yet — ſtin reſolved to pro- 
cute their former deſign, they renewed their appoititment woo 1 
another brother, who, in conſetjuence of his n 4 
allowed a ceſſation from his other public work, in order to aſtets > 
forward the propoſed draught: And now, het nothing was ex, 
pected that 1 retard the finiſhing of ſuch a neceſſary werk; 4 
the lamentable fire of diviſion, that had Yorig been ſmot N 
unhappily broke forth into a violent flame, w whereliy the preſb) / <4" 
tery was rent aſunder, and that brother, on whom the appoint- 
ment was formerly laid, happening to be of the fepataringpabey, 
a ſecond ſtop was not only put to the publication of this 'teſtimo= 
ny, bur the preſbytery, from the abſence of a brother removet 70 
to a diſtant part of the world, together with the fmallnefs of 4 
their number, were almoſt wholly diſcouraged from attempting 

again what they had been oftener than once diſappointed in 

| But notwithſtanding of the above, with many dther difficulties, 
Which we ſhall not at preſent take notice of, the preſpytery till 
conſidering, that even in their prefent circumſtances, f 
number is few and defpicable, their adverſaries many, and N 
as are in repute in the world, whereby the oppofitieh mee d 
chem, and the conſpiracy formed againſt the cena et- 


may of the church of Scotland dae thts * * on” 


4 for them to ac in 2 4 capacity, ＋— | 
and accqmp — hen ry work formesſy-pr 
ad whith they could not but judge che Lord fi Allad — 
| £ unto, while, after all the above-mentioned breaches made 
” _ them he ſtill continued to give them a nail in his-holy place, 
5 all in Judah and Jeruſalem, Eara ix. 8, 9, they thers- 
1 their appointment upon ſome. others, to prepare a 
oi ys 4 of An. Ac, Deelaration and Teflimony,- &c. and which, 
. *  .nder the favour of divine-providence, has at length been finiſhed 
and laid before the prefbytery. We only need to obſerve-further 
with reference to this, that the long delay of what is now agreed | 
upon did not proceed ſom any deſign in the preſbytery, of depriv- 
ing either the people of their particular iuſpection, or the genera- 
tion, aof any benefit that might be obtained by a work of this 
nature, but partly. * fewneſs of their number, and great ex- 
tent of their charge, and partly from the great diſtance of the re- | 
<Gdencent members from each other, wherebythey can ſeldom. have 
accets to meet all together for carrying forward this, "7 any: _ 
work of public concern they have in hand- 
"i is therefore an eye to the Wonder] Counſcltor (when 
— et ſa few) for. — direction in the 
managemen great and important work, that the preſpytery 
axe reſolved upon the dann hereof at this dne, for the 
xaſons which follow > . 


H. Becauſe-chis. duty of bearing witneſs for- truth. and. devlat- 
ing agaiuſt all exror, and defection from it, and tranſmitting. the 
— ta poſterity, is exprefly enjoined: on the church 
by the Spirit a God in the ſcriptures of truth, Hſal. boxviits 5. 
For he hath.eftabliſhed a teſtimonꝝ in Jacob, and appointed a 
« daw in Iſrael achich he commanded our fathers that they-ſhauld 
«make them known totheir children. T/aiah xliii. 10.4 Ve are 
„ my- witches, faith, the Lord.“ Math. x. 32. „ Whoſoever 
__ therefore hall: confeſs me before him will-Lalſo confeſsbe- | 
dove my Father who is in Heaven.” John xv. 27. Ye alſo ſhall 
#6-byar-witnele,” dat i. 8. % And ye ſhall be witneſſes unto me.” | 
A, Becauſe, in agreeableneſs — the above ſcripture warrant, 
"k ic hs een the conſtant practice of the church in all ages, when in 
ch capacity, judicially to affert, and declare their, approbat ion 
of the truths af theeverlaſting goſpel, and of the attainments of the vidi 
church, joined with, the condemnation of all contrary. error, as ap- 
pears ſrom their þarmonious confeſſians: And particularly, this has 
been the honourable. practice of the once famous church of Scot- M othe 
land; (witneſs hen excellent confeſſions, covenants, We.) whoſt Witabli 
poſterity we are, and therefore; in duty, bound to homologate and d h 
2 3 3 a ac 
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e as ſaith the Apoſtle;  Philipy iti; 
6 jeſs whereumto we have already àttained, l 8 
ee fame rule, let us mind the ſame thing.” « Rev: os 
% member therefore, Wy "then Hale ere and 
40 hold faſt, and repent.” | 
- gdly, That notwithſtanding many, beth. miniſters wal; 
chile, have been honoured faithfully to publiſh their — 
nies and declarations, and to ſeal them with their blood, imoppo- 
ſition to the growing defections in thefe lands, being thro” the ty- 
ranny of the times prevented from acting in any other 5 ye, 
fince the national overthrow of the glorious ſtructure of r 
reed tion, never has any church jadichun y conſtituted purelo — 
rie 7 footing of our covenanted eſtabliſument; appeared in a 3 
gera- dication of our Redeemer's intereſts and injured rights. Ni 
this 0 4, The unſpeakable loſs ſuſtained by the preſent — ary 
ex- | through the want of-a full and faithful — — of the cove 
> re- 1 nanted principles of the church of Scotland, which they in the 
have wins of their anceſtors were ſo ſolemmy engaged to maintain 
whereby, as ignorance muſt be increaſed, fo prejudiees are alſd 
begotten in their minds againſt the truth in the purity thereoF.. 
And xhis, through the many my eh not ions at preſent prevalling . 
YJamongſt the different contending parties of proſeſſors iti theſs na- 
tions, concerning the diſtinct 9 of divine inſtitution, vis. 
e | the miniſtry and magiſtracy, or eceleſiaſtic and civil government; 
and more vr gen the preſbytery reckon themſelves;-and-all 
profeſling their allegiance unto Chriſt and his cauſe;-obliget2o/ 
the maintain the teſtimony of our anceſtors for the divine ſtitutions = 
had right conſtitution of civil government, actording to the 
b. J. ef God, as what they found to be; and ſtill is, 1s were 
eeſſary for the outward defence and pre ſervatim of rightesuſneſs 
and true religion; and becauſe the v 2 mon — endo of 
this of dinance have been dodtrinally abt and the generati- 
oe on taught the moſt licentious principles concerning it, by 2 N 
{sbe- of profeſſed witneſſes among 9 — And this they defign to 
hall do, Without (as they are flanderouſly reported of by ſome) laying 
” 3 afide themſelves, or withdrawing others from, N ot . F 
ternal and habitual or practical holineſs.” * | $709: Y 
Frbly, To wipe off the reproach of that odium caſt jb the 
N and 8 wag Aa) tHerets, by ſome, who in- 
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own, anti-government men, men of bloody Principles, De. m | 
pores; can be more unjuſt ; ſeeing, as a body diſtinit from 
2 n r ee ee ON 
s the — of che preſbytery bears; ſo that they 3 
— ad- ever c have ane a ** <xbiblriing ... 
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ent broken nobel divided Anatom of the a 
of Ennis — body, together with the abounding of error, 
ſeem neceffarily to eg it as a proper mean, under the divine 
Ul N for g again the ſcattered flock of Chriſt, the 

_ chief , to 5 one ſheepfold, and putting a top to a 
| cuyrent of — apoſtacy and defection-. 

For theſe reaſons, (with more that might be adduced) the ſk 
find themſelves in duty bound, to-God, the preſent and- 
ceeding generations, to throw in their ſmall mite of a teſtimo- 
1 againſt the manifold avowed backſlidings and defections of 
of men, both in the former and preſent times, from 
2 precious truths of Chriſt, and purity of his ordinances; unto 
the maintenance whereof, not only they, but all in theſe e ; 
are ſalemuly bound by covenant engagements. 

And, to conchude, let none miſtakę the preſbytery's. 8 
imtention, in the whole or any part of the following -teſtimonyy* 
H they minded nothing elſe but Magiſtracy, c. or as if to 
Have civil ament, and governors eſtabliſhed, according to 
the rule of God's word, was all the reli TOW they intended, with. 
out regarding or oppofing-any other of the prevailing evils and 
iiquities of the preſent time. So ſame are pleaſed to alledge, a 
has been hinted above; but ſuch might do well to conſider, t 
3s the ſoyereign and diginguiſhing goodneſs of God is clearly e 
in giving his ſtatutes and judgments unto his Iſrael, in 
all ages, while he has not dealt ſo with the other nations of the 
world, wherein his will is manifeſtly revealed, determining 

| in all.theirregylations; ſo his glory is equalhy,coll 
cerned, that theꝶ receive, obſerve, keep pure and entire, all the 
ordinances he hath appointed in his word. The finfpl profit 
tion of any af theſe, or breaking over the bou ndaries Which 
eva hath ſet, is an evident contempt of his ſovereign 
authority, aud a violation of the moral law. God requites af his 
people an univerſal reſpect to all his ordinances and command- 
ments. Hence what is deſigned by them in this undertaking, is 


To equally to teſtify their adherence unto, and approbation.of the 


_ Boctrine,, worſhip,” diſcipline and government of the houſe of 
God; and to ſignify their oppoſition to, and diſſatisfaction with 
all the apoſtatizing, backſliding courſes in principle and practice, 
| from that reformation purity, both in church and ſtate, (which, As 
the attainment of the nations of Britain and Ireland, was by 
them accounted their chief ornament and glory,) that have tak» 
en Ns eſpecially in this kingdom, fince our woful decline com- 
menced; whereby the witneſſes for Scotland's covenanted refos- 


br den, aye been deprived of an legal benefs, a. bn fincy 


to the world,, that the reformed church of Scot 
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gs before the late revolution; in which the reformation, hen 
In civil nor ecclefiaſtic, confiitiitions,” was adopted. The intent, - 
herefore, of this work is of very great, importance; no lels be- 
ing propoſed, than the right ſtating of the teſtimony for the c-. 
venanted intereſt of Chriſt in theſe lands, and a judicial vindica - 
tion of all the heads thereof, after ſuch a long and univerſal apo: 
tacytherefrom ; A work that muſt needs be attended with great 
difficulties, and Iabour under manifgld diſadvantages, as in other” 
reſpects, ſo particularly from the conſideration of the temper of 
this age, wherein nothing, almoſt ls pleaſing, but what is adapted 
to the taſte, not of the beſt, but of the greateſt: And naked 
the varniſh of flattery, and painting of carnal 5 
* 


lle, is generally treated with contempt, and expoſed to ridicule, 
And therefore, to remove as much as poſſible the prejudice's 
critical age, who are ready to reject every thing as new, which is 
in ſome reſpects ſingular, and not ſuited to their favorite fenti- 
ments; the preſbytery have endeavoured, in this work, to con- 
form, as much as poſlible, to the faithful contendings of former 
honeſt contenders for the truths and teſtimony or Js30s,, and'that 
both, as to matter and manner: And as the grounds of this teſti- 
mony are not any needleſs ſcrupuloſities, or ſtrange novelties, but 
precious and weighty truths, of the greateſt value” and iwf 
ance, and of neareſt affinity unto the continued ſerieg and ſuc- 
ceſſion of the teſtimonies of the church of Scotland, in farmer. 
and more ancient periods; ſo it is the prefbytery's ambition, that 
nothing, as to the ſubject-matter of what is here contained, be 
looked upon as theirs, but may be regarded as an ancient Plea, 
wherein there is nothing but what has been maintained and confirn- 
ell hy authors of the greateſt fame and repytatibn in the church; and 
has been aſſerted by the greateſt confeſſors, and ſealed by the heft 
blood of the honoured and faithful martyrs of Jeſus: So that ir 
may appear, the cauſe and truths here judicially ſtated and vindi- 
cated, are not of yeſterday's date, but the fame old paths and 
good way, that we are commanded to aſk for, and Walk in, 
though paths that are not now much trodden; a way that is not 
much paved by the multitude of profeſſors walking therein. 
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i 2 with the woful infenſibility, and deep ſecurity of all, under our 
1 plagues, and impending temporal ſtrokes :—And yet, 


4 "either acknowledge themſelves guilty, or turn from the evil. of 
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of the | 
75 Scotland, and 1 the Faithful contend. 
27 0 72 8 eſe for brift, particularl. from the commence- 
of the eformia 


in 74 15 fade: down to the late "RAGE: 
Td the eg, ane her | ts 2414. carats 
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| un which day and place,” the Reformed Preſbytery 
8 ing met, teok into their moſt ſerious oonſiderntion, the 
deplorable fituatlon of the intereſt of Chriſt and religian 
- at-profent, in theſe finning lands, wherein ſe few ate 
2 - aſking for the old path, ns Where is the goed way, 
et — walk therein; but, on eg an avowed a- 


| 2. backfliding from A right ways of n is h 
lity carried on, with a — are iming of bas 
„ by ſome, under more ſpecious pocious pretenees: And far» 


having confidered the generat — 2 yore and he 
-oyer-run'theſe lands, and the ſwarms of erroneous 4 
Dk "bore 3 have over ſpread the ſame, making very — 
5 pow the moſt! part of revealed religion; who, not- 
n W 75 found ſuch ſhelter under the wings of a Laos 
dicean church, and almoſt boundleſs ſtate toleration, that they 
walk on without fear, in the foreſaid broad way of ſin and er- 
ror:—And- moreover, that all kinds of fin and wickedneſs fo 
1 abound, and paſs without any ſuitable check, that he 
ho departs” From iniquity, maketh himſelf a prey; together. 


mile the land ſo evidently groans under its inhabitants, very few. 


their ways, faying, what have we done ?—Alſo, having conſider - 
"_ l whey and contempt of ſacred vos uote, the Maſks 
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tion under prelacy, (which is yet to he found in our irt) 
and that the faithful teſtimony they therewith ſealed remains u- 
tied under the grave-ſtones, both of eccleſiaſtical and civitdeeds * 
1 of conſtitution, unto, this day; ſo that we may rather admire, | 
tat the Lord hath not made ſuch inquitition for blood, as. 60 
make our land an aceldama, than that weare yet under a dif. 
©. & penſation. of divine forbearance: All which is followed with'a 
d 


"Y cep oblivion of moſt or all of the memorable inſtances of the 
Wt Lord's goodneſs, mercy, and Power manifeſted unto his church, 
in theſe lands; the remembrance whereof ought ſtill to be re- 
, © tained, and the fame acknowledged with, thankfulnels, by n me 
. children of Zion, unto the lateſt ages; they are. perſuaded that 
it is a duty which they owe to God, to themſelves, and to the pre- 
= ſent and future generations, to caſt in their Mite of a Teſtimony 


in behalf of God's gracious appearances for his church in-thele 
lands, and againſt all the God-diſhonouring courſes of apoſtacy 
back - liding into which they have fallen. 
Wherefore the Preſpytery, amidſt their many difficulties, parti / 
noticed in the introduction, as a court ot the true preſbyterian.co- © 
venanted church of CaxrisT in Scotland, did conſtitute im the : 
name of the LokD Jisus CHRIST, the alone Ri and Ha ADH his 
church, judicially to commemorate : Likeas, they did, and hereby 
do acknowledge, with the utmoſt gratitude, the great 'goodneck - 
and tender mercy of our God unto our church and land; who, 
in conſequence of that early new covenant grant, made by In 


| + 


van to his Eternal Son, to give him the heathen for his ifhe- - 


ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for hiz--polleffion,  - 
cauſed the day-ſprivg from on high to viſit us: Our glorious Ne 
deemer, that bright and morning Star, having, x4 
] er, ſhaken off the fetters of death, _wherewi | 
ble that he could be held, and, as a victorious. congqueror, leading Wo.” 
captivity-captive, aſcended into the higheſt, v 7 and there 8 
ſat down at the right hand of God, did ver on diſcover bs 
cordial acceptance of, and ſuperlative delight 


covered the people, which prevailed ſo far, {ace 
authentic hiſtorical accounts,) that abant the begin 

third century, thoſe of the higheſt di es 
tar 


5 
P A * 
* wy . 
* * N 
= - 9332 9 . 


BY oe do ] — A ²¹—-¹ m ²Ütudg RE 


” 


65869 


* 3 4 Son Go. This plant of Chriſtianity having once taken rst, 
. der all the viciffitudes of divine providence, grow up un- 


4% a reading vine, which filled the land, and continued to flou- 
Filly without being preſſed down with the intolerable burthen of 
prelaticat or popiſh ſuperſtition: The truths and inſtitutions of 
We goſpel being faittifully propagated-and maintained in their 1. 
tive purity- and ſimplicity by the Culdees ſome hundreds of years, 
Before ever that man of fin; and ſon of perdition, by the door of 
Felge, ſtept into the temple of God in Scotland. Theſe eatly 


mel were therefore called GCuldeet, that is, Cultores Dei, or Wer 
- _  hippers of God. The doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline, and govern- 
wen of the houſe of God being thus eſtabliſhed, continued for 
Wan pears, taught and exerciſed, according to divine inſtitution. 
du in proceſs of time, the church of CHRIS r in this land came 
ie de affaulted with the cotruptions of the ſee of Rome, by 
eas of Palladius the. Pope's. miſſionary to the Brlkens; who 
g 2 the firſt attempt to bring our fathers necks under the un- 
ein cake, which gradually increafing by little and little, 
vlonded the ſun- ſhine wr, rms the church then enjoyed, till 
About/the eleventh. century, when the grams mapa. 
_ Erabliſhed-themtetves, by uſurping a ſupremaey over the he 
oed; after which a mid - night darkneſs of popith error and i- 


det, even in this very dark period, the. Lord left not himſelf: al- 
:3if together without fame to bear witneſs for him, whoſe ſtedfaſtneſs 
ndefence of the truth, even unto death, vanquiſhed the inhn- 


exalted Head being ſtill engaged to maintain the right of can- 


Vork qut of the ruins, under which it had lien fo long buried; 
He, about the beginning of the ſixteenth century, animated ſome 
Valiant champions (Metirs. Hamilton, Wiſhart, and others,) with 
a ſpirit of truth and heroic courage, to contend againſt the abomi- 
nations of the Babyloniſh whore ; whoſe labours, by the bleſſing 
of Heaven, were rendered ſucceſsful, to open the eyes of ſome 
to fee, and to engage many others to enquire after, and eſpouſe 
the truth as it is in Iasvs. Theſe, not regarding the fear of man, 

nor the cruelty of their enemies, but as good ſoldiers of Jusus 
Camrsr, enduring hardneſs, choſe, rather than deſert their Mat- 
cdter's cauſe, to offer their bodies to be devoured by the tormenting 
faces, no more mercileſs than their -helliſh perſecutors4 While 
in chat flery chariot, their ſouls aſcended through the aerial fegt; 
I |  onggoxthereleftial country. And herein alſo did God fruſtrate 
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WMitneſſes for CHRIST. having no other ambition, but that of ad- 
Wuneing piety, and the doctrines which were according to godli- 


\Rolatry overwhelmed the nation, for near the ſpace of 300 years. 5 


naniexuclty of their ſavage enemies. The honour of the church's 
_ queſt he had obtained over this remote iſle, and to raiſe up his | 
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ces, and turned their counſel into fooliſthmeſs, who, by the — 
of a few-zealous contenders for the faith, intended — total + 3 
preſſion of Chrift's/truth for ever. But God having 
contrary, made the effuſion of their blood the — of — 
ing many from the deep ſleep of groſs ignorance, by put 
— to ſearch into the truth of theſe  doftrines,  which* we 
martyrs ſealed with their blood: fo that Ixsus CurrsT, the on 
true Light in the orb of the goſpel, began again to ſhine fo 
withis this realm. 

Upon this begun revival of reformation, the ery" a the 115 


went remarkably before his people, and the Gop of Iſraei was 


their rearward, uniting the hearts, and ſtrengthening the — 
boch of noble and ignoble, to a vigorous and active eſpouſing 11 
his goſpel, and the concerns of his glory, in oppoſition to ths © 
tyranny of the lordly biſhops, and the perſecuting rage, and the 
muſked treachery r two bloody Marys, the mother am 

daughter; wh rh then ſucceflively governed, or rather tyranaiz 
in Scotland. Their number, as well as their zealous fpirit i- 
creaſing, they, for the more effeftual management of this e 
enterpriſe, entered into covenants to advance that begun W er 


reformation, and to defend the fame, and one another in the 


maintenance thereof, againſt all 'oppofition whatſoever.” Several 
ſuck covenants our early reformers ſolemnly entered inte 
Edinburgh, Perth, and Leith; in, the years 1557, 59, Gog and 
62 In 1560, the Con feſian of the Faith, and deftrine belivved | 
and profeſſed by the” Proteſtants within the realm ef Scotland, was 

compiled and civilly ratified, or allowed of, in ſvee and open par- 
Hament, afterwards ſworn to in the national covenaut in the 
years 1580, 1581, and 1590. At the ſame time, ſome other 
acts were paſſer, in favours of reformatiun ; one againſt the 
maſs, and abuſe of the ſacraments; another, aboliſhing the: i 
juriſdiction and authority within this realm, e. In the above. 
mentioned year 1560, the firſt book of policy and 
containing the form and order of preſhyterial church government, 
was compoſed, approved, and ſubſcribed by che miniſtry, and a 


God, who takes the wiſe in their own craſtineſs, Ir 8 means, e. 
Fpecially, of the indefatigable labours of the renowned Mr. Knon, 


The church, eee in beauty and 
with much painfulneſs and — diligence, labour aſter 2 
full eſtadliſnment of the houſe 7 God, 3 


in all its = 
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Freut part of the nobility. ' Thus, by. the wiſdom and power of 


| (whoſe memory is ſtill ſavoury in the churches,) was his farpriſ. 

ing work of reformation; advanced, until it obtained the autho- 
& Tity of a law; whereby, not only the preſbyter ian pr oteſtant in- 
tereſt was ratified, but antichriſtian ee * re, 
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r ſetond book of diſcipline, they compleated the I and fu 
daa model of preſbytery, which, tho” they had enjoyed nation- un 
Aaſſemblies for a confiderable time, yet was not brought to ſuch WW Cunningt 
4 an entire conformity to the divine pattern, nor ſo generally acqui- 
eſced in till now, that it was unanimouſly approved by the aſſem- 
by 1590," and particularly enjoined to be ſubſcribed by all-who 
did bear office in tKe church; and, at laſt, they prevailed- to get 
it publicly voted and approved in parliament, June 15923 and ab 
Jo at the fame time obtained, by act of parliament, the ratifica+ 
Ton of all the privileges and liberties of the church, in her af- teſtified ; 
_ Emblies, fynods, preſbyteries, - S. 5 — 2 by 
And here we may obſerve; that while this church and nation | 1 8 
Fit contended for the obtaining a legal eſtabliſhment of the ecele f er 
ca ſtical polity, they were no leſs concerned to have that other dif- * 5 
diet ordinance of God, civil magiſtracy, unalterably ſettled, in WD of: 
Wo agrecableneſs to the rule of God's word. This appears, not on- _ 8 
by their earneſt contendings againſt the abuſe of that ordinanęe =. * if 
__  Amongtt-them ; but alſo, by the public acts of parliament, oblig- „ 1 . 
ing Prince and People to be of one perfect religion, and wholly Th 
ancapacitating all perſons, for bearing any office, ſupreme or ſu- . 8 
hate, who. refuſed, by their ſolemn oath, to' approve-of, I Piense 
and, to the utmoſt of their power, engage to defend the true re- mme. 
Asion, as contained in the word of God, and confeſſion of faith 2 
founded thereon, then believed, and publicly prof ſſed within the . 2 
realm,” ratified and generally ſworn to in the national covenant, 3 SO 
Guring the whole-courſe of their lives, in all their civil adminiftra- f -CHons, 
tions. See Aar, Harl. „, James VI. 157 TAE l 
Thus the band of God was remarkably ſeen, and his pawerful 
_ armevidently revealed, in delivering this nation both from Pagan 3 
darkneſs, and Popiſh idolatry, the memory whereof ought not 3 
to be loſt, but thankfully acknowledged, to the honour of God's a 3 
great name, by all ſuch as favour the duſt of Zion, for her fake, * the 3 
and long to ſee her branches, now wide as the ſea, repaired. © Þ es 
nere Tue church's grandfoc, envying her growing 107, Tour 
protperity, did ſoon diſturb its peace, by inſinuating himſelf up- Gs Shed 
on thoſe of ſuperior dignity, who were entruſted with the admi- 1 
niſtration of civil affairs, both ſupreme and ſubordinate, blowing wy "Us. 
up into a flame that inbred and rooted enmity, which they {till yoke; op 
__ _ xetained, at the fimplicity, ſtrictneſs, and ſcriptural purity of the B Gab: 
© reformation in Scotland. The then ſupreme civil ruler, Ki o ace 
James VI. formed a ſcheme for ruining the church of Scotland, But wt 
agd Airigpingher of thoſe, comely-and beautiful ornaments/of re» the long 
formation purity, in dotrine, worſhip, diſcpline and government, RENE long « 
_ which ſhe had now put on, by introducing epiſcopacy, and eſtas. 8 
Dichieg bimops „ This he did for no other reaſon, {ſays one) eg 
R du becauſe bebclicyed them to be uſeful and pliable. inftrus tes <njo 
mW. ments 6 monarchy inte abſolute dominion, bs 
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s and object; i * ** ; that which of all other * 
« fected moſt :” And for. this purpoſe, (after ſceeral fable and 
cunningly deviſed ſteps; previouſly. taken, with deſign to; do, by 
degree, what could not be; done at-once,) he makes an open At- 


Uberty to meet, judge and determine, in all eccleſiaſtical con- 
cerns, (well knowing, that ſo long as aſſemblies might conveen 
in freedom, he would never get the eſtate of biſhops eſtabliſhed 


| ters, members of the general afſembly, > oppoſed him, and 
teſtified and proteſted againſt his wicked invaſion, and ſacrilegi- 


= ous robbery of the church's right and privileges. And, having 


at laſt obtained the ſupremacy and headſhip over the church, 


which was granted him by an impious act ot a pretended pParlia- 


tack upon the general aſſembly, robbing them of their power and 


in Scotland, ) and impriſoning and baniſhing many faithful mini- 
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ment of his own ſtamp, called by him for that purpoſe, proceed. 1 


ed with his defign, until he had again eſtabliſhed prelacy, and 
razed preſpytery almoſt to the very foundations, notwithſtanding 
all che oppoſition made to it by the faithful in the land, bach mi- 
niſters and people. : 

Thus, after ſeveral former attempts to this eff:&, was 8 


pacy again eſtabliſhed, and Prelates lording over God's herkage mv 


advanced, impoſing their Popiſh ceremonies, which. in that pre 


tended aſſembly i at Perth, in the year 1618; were enn 
acted, and afterwards ratified in a fublequent: parliameat, in the | 


year 1621. And as the father had thus violated his ſolemn pro- 
feſſions, declarations, and engagements, to maintain the eovenant 
intereſt ; ſo likewiſe, upon the acceffion of the fon to the throne, 
there was no amendment nor redreſs had: But he followed the 
fame iniquitous courſe, walking in the way of his father, and 
in the fin wherewith he made Iſrael to fin. And further, he ob- 


truded upon the church, a ſervice book, a book of popiſn and 


prelatical canons, which was followed with a violent proſecution 


of the faithful contenders for the former laudable-conftitutions of 


the church, carried on by that monſtrous Eraſtian highagommils / 


ſion court, patched up of ſtateſmen and clergymen: And hereby 


was the church again brought under the yake of antichriſtian pre- Nj 
lacy, and tyrannical ſupremacy, which lefe-majety to Zion's:King 
was alſo: ratified with the ſanction of civil authority. To this 


vants ſubmitted their necks, and, Iſſachar- like, became ſervants 
to tribute for a conſiderable time. 

But when the Lord's ſet time to favour Zion came,. he * 
7 he long deſpiſed duſt thereof again to be more pleaſant and pre- 


ſeaſon and thick clouds of adverſity, under which his church la- 


ann to iſſue in the dawning of 1 of * — 


2 
[| 1 . 


Kok . 


yoke, oppreſſing CHRIS T's loyal ſubjects, many of his profeſſed ſer- 


boured, amidſt ſome day ſky, and ſun-bliaks of proſperity ſhe at 


3 ious than ever unto his ſervants and people, and the long might 4 


Whole hemiſphere of che viſible church of Scotland, which 
ago as'z church and nation; had enlifted themfelves under the 


: rizhreaus ſceptre being now alſo extended to England and Ireland, 
they foon ſubmitted themſelves thereto, in a religious aſociation ou 


1 on from Prelacy, as ___ as Popery, 9 (hoy had e hither J 


all oppofition to its enemies could be expected 3 yet their mag- 


. 75 next; that it ſhould alſo be renewed through the kingdom; and for © 
mis purpole, copies thereof were ſent with all convenient ſpeed to 


tar 


Sende the Glorious SUN OF” RIGHTEOUSNESS: ſhone is | 

is Meridian Splendot, with greater brightneſe, both in this and 
"the geigudouring nations, than at his firſt ariſing therein; in a goſa 
Pel diſpenſation ; whoſe benign influences cauſed the ſmall prom | 
go ſeed, ſown by the ſkill of the Great Huſbandman, to 


grow up to a fruitful plant, the tender twig to ſpread Itſelf into a 
noble vine, and the little cloud, like à man's band, to cover the 
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Lon cv Cunts r, as their Royal Prince; whoſe peaceful and 


and union with Scotland in covenant engagements, for reſor watt 4 


fo yielded to. 


"Upon this gracious return of divine favour, and diſcovery of i 


Almighty power manifeſted againſt the mighty agents for pretaci- 
cal faperfiicion, both in church and ftate, when, from the few. 
nelgot thoſe who appeared in favours of truth, in the year 163%, 


nanmiry in witneſs-bearing was ſo followed by manifeſtations of 4 
thedivine/countenance. and favour, that both their number and i 
courage'daily increaſed; The national covenant was again, after 
mature deliberation, 2nene both tbe lawfalneſs, - expediency sal 
Teaſonableneſs thereof, renewed with * folembity in arch 
1038 with the general concurrence of the miniſtty, noblemen, | 
gentiemen, and others, humbling themſelves before the Lord for 
their former defections and breach of covenant; though, at the 

Fame thme, the court faction, and many temporizingminitters: con- 
tine in their oppoſition, but which was indeed too weak to make 
refiſtance unto the cauſe of God, aud force of truth, carried | 
home with ſyitable eonvirtion vpon the conſciencee. 5 
The covenant being firſt rene wed at Edinburgh, they provided 5 


de ſeveral preſbyteries, together with ſuitable exhortations, and 
| jnſtroQtions for renewing the ſame in every pariſh of their bounds ; 
and by this means it came to paſs, through the good hand of their | 


Gon upon them, that in a little time, almoſt every pariſh through horting 
Scotland,” did, with much. folemnity, chearfulneſs and alacricy, Lord a 
renew the ſame, and publicly with uplifted hand avouch the Lox | himſelf 


to de their God. And as this ſolemn action was every where ac- 8 
ied with te markable evidences of divine power and pre- 
© ſence im a plentiſul effußon of a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication: 
ſo the joy of the Lok n berein became their ſtrengih, and greatly | 
© Increafee the faith and hopes of all the church's — friends, that 
8 ſo be would 3 n 


I, IRE if ; hs - 


his * to perfeftivn, amidſt the terrible FO: bork of 
ting and court ; his majeſty being highly diſpleaſed that his autho- 
iy was contemned, and .xio concurrence of his royal. pleaſure 
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Heſs in this particular was brought forth as the light, when the le- 
Þality of this and their other proceedings was afterwards en 
Fo the king by the ableſt lawyers in the kingdom. 


* 
— 


8 


ng The zealous contenders for the church's liberties, by fapplics- 
he ions, reaſonings,. and propoſed articles, for enjoying what they 
54 much longed: for, at laſt obtained, before the foreſaid year 1638 
2 Fo Fed, a lawfal and free general aſſembly, (conſtitut Nai in the 


— 


game of the Loxp JIxsus CarisT, the alone King and of his 
church) conſiſting of able members, both miniſters and elders; who 
| 7 ould not ſuffer an, infringement upon their regular manner of 


* 


Ennis r, notwithſtanding of the conſtant attacks made upon their 
treedom by the kings commiſſioner, and proteſtations taken by him 
Vagainſt their regular procedure, which iſſued in his eraſtian derla. 


flaſticalas well as civil, and rene wing all his former proteſtationsmhis 
the name of the lords of the clergy, that no zt paſſed by them 


bind any of the ſubjects; and, then in his majeſtyꝰs name diſſol 
the aſſembly, diſcharging their proceeding any further, be 95 2 
went off But the aſſembly judging it better to obey Go than 

man ; and that to incur the diſpleaſure of an earthly king, was _ 
far leſs conſequence. than to offend the Prince of the kings of the 
earth, entered a proteſtation againſt the lord commiſſioner's depar- 


liberty of the church; alſo affigning the reaſons, why they could 
not diſſolve the affembly, till ſuch time as they had gone 8 
that work depending upon them. This was given in to the clerk 
by Lord Rothes, and part of it read before his grace, left the 


——— 


ing and pathetic ſpeeches delivered on that occaſion, for the encou - 
ragement of the brethren to abide by their duty, by the moderator, 
Mr. Alexander Henderſon, and others, minifters and elders; ex- 


Lord and maſter, in his intereſts, as the commiſſioner had {hgwed 
= hinfelf zealous for his maſter ; they unanimouſly agreed, thatthey 
23 thould continue and abide by their work, until they had cane 
all things needful, and that on all hazards. And ſo they 

to the examination of that complaigt againſt the biſhops, che, en 
account of their tyranny, ſuperſtition, and teaching of Fp, 
| e and n N n were all laid — the 23 
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ought in the renovation of the covenant : But their rightegubs_ - 


ration of the king's prerogative, as ſupreme judge in all cauſes, cede» _, _ -; 
** royal maſter's name; further proteſting in his own name, aud in 


© ſhould imply his conſent, or be accounted lawful.or of forte to 


ture without any cauſe, and in behalf of the intrinſie power and 


houſe, and inſtruments taken thereupon: Then, after ſeveral mov- _ 


horting them to ſhew themſelves as zealaus for Canis their 


procedure, or right to act as unlimited members of a free court 6b - 5 
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of depoſition ; 8 of them, for their perſonal 3 


their contumacy, were alſo excommunicated with the greater ex- 


together with the civil places and power of kirkmen, their ſitting 


in parliament. Subſcription of the confeſſion of faith, or cove- 


| obliged, at leaſt to feign ſubjection, and yield to a pacificationz in 
Which it was concluded, that an aſſembly be held at Edinburgh, 


| that 6. wha year, for healing the wide breaches, and redreſſing the 


freſh aſſiſtance from the king, (who ſeemed to have little conſci- 


with no better ſucceſs than formerly, obliged them to yield to 


1 i 


wickedneſs and debanchery proved againſt them, together with | 


bY communication, for the deſtruction of the fleſh. that the ſpirit 5 5 
might be ſaved in the day of the Lord Jesus. They gave their deir 4 


approbation of the national covenant ; and Prelacy, with the five 


articles of Perth, were found: and decked to be: abjured by it, or in { 


be kin 
eries of 


on the bench, as juſtices of the peace, ſitting in cquncil, and voting 1. 


nant, was alſo enjoined, preſbyterian church government juſtified | 2 
- and approved, and an act made for holding yearly general aſſem - 7 8 
blies; with many other acts and conſtitutions tending to the ad, } eſe Þ 


vancement of that begun reformation, and, pyrging the church of 
CarisT of theſe ſinful innovations, that had crept into- it, which 
may be feen more at large in the printed acts of that aſſembly. 
The lawful and juſt freedom which the church now claimed and 
ſtood upon, ſo highly incenſed the court, becauſe their eraſtian en: 
croachments were not yielded to, that all warlike preparations were 1 
ſpeedily made, for having them again reduced, by force of arms, 

cher former ſlavery: Yet, what evil ſeemed intended againſt the 
church by the king, with his. popiſh and prelatical Ws | 

was by her exalted King and Head happily prevented, and they i 


jals to 


Auguſt 6th 1639, andthe parliament the 20th of the ſame month, 


ances both of church and ſtate ; that what was determined! 


e aſerably, might be ratified by the parliament. In this af- e 


ſembly, the covenant was ratified and ſubſcribed by the e Weſtmi: 
ſioner, and an injunction laid upon the body of the kingdom for. abder 
ſubſcribing the ſame, with an explication, wherein the five articles pry not 
of Perth, government of biſhops, and the civil places and power of. | lumiliat 


kirken, were expreſsly condemned. Hereby the hopes of the 
Prelates again being in a great meaſure loſt, and they receiving 


ence. in making laws, and found ſmall difficulty in breaking them) 
recruited themſelves. the year following, and took the field, but 


another pacification, wherein both religious and civil liberties 
were ratified; and in 1641, theſe were further confirmed by the 
oaths, promiſes, laws and ſubſcriptions of both king and parlia- ht; 
ment, whereat. the king was perſonally preſent, and gave the 


royal aſſent to all acts made for the ſecurity of the ſame; while 


at the ſame time he was concurring in the bloody txagody ed or 
upon the Proteſtants in the kingdom of Ireland. 0 
_ The noe: countenance, and abundant evidence of divine 


{ 5) 


» 


ag, reforming and covenanting church in Scotland, in a plentifal 


emblies of his people, proved a happy mean to excite and provoke 
heir. neighbours in England and Ireland to go and do likewiſe ; 
For in the year 4643, when the beginning of a bloody war between 
he king and parliament of England threatened the nations with'a 


108 eries of calamity and trouble ; the parliament, having.convocated 
ung an aſſembly of divines to fit at Weſtminſter, for conſulting about 
. k reformation of religion in that kingdom ſent commiſſioners 
hed Fonſiſting of members of both houſes and afſembly, to treat with the 
we aembly of the church of Scotland, and convention of eſtates about. 
ay 


theſe things. In the month of Auguſt they preſented their propo- 
als to the convention of eſtates and aſſembly, deſiring, that be- 


üch auſe the popiſh prelatical faction is ſtill purſuing their defign of 
bly. Forrupting and altering the religion through the whole ifland, the 
and nations might be ſtrictly united for their mutual defence a- 
en- chem, and their adherents, and ſhould not lay down arms 


ad, at the firſt conferences, it was agreed, that the beſt and 
hey pes dieſt means for accompliſhing the union and afliſtance defired, 
3M, Bs for both nations to enter into a mutual league and covenant 
gh, Mor reformation, and defence of religion and Hberty againſt its 
8 Wnemics : Which being drawn up, and affectionately embraced, 


2s unanimouſly approved by the general aſſembly, and ſent up 
Pointed commiſſioners from the church of Scotland to the ſynod at 


Wonkderation of the ſynod) after the interpolation of an explana- 


ribed by all ranks in England and Ireland that ſane year, rati- 
ted by act of the parliament of Scotland, in the year 862. and 
erwards renewed in Scotland, with an acknowledgement of 


be parliament 1649 
e Thus, to the rejoiciug of all true lovers of the profperity and 
Nauty of the church, who longed for CHRIS r, the falvation of If« 


1 


Ves cauſe of reformation, and folemnly bound themſelves by the 


>probation, wherewith the Lon p vouchſafed to bleſs his contend. 
FuGon of his holy Spirit on the judicatories and worſhipping 4. 


u choſe their implacable enemies were difarmed, , Commit. 
oners were deputed from the eſtates, and afſembly, to conveen 
with thoſe from England, in order to conſider their propoſals: 


% England by the hands of the miniſters and elders who were ap- 
PVeſtminſter; where, (being E by the parliament to the 
ry note in the ſecond article, it was approved, and with public 
umiliation, and all other religious and anſwerable ſolemnity, 


ken and ſubſcribed by them (the ſynod), and by both honawra- _ 
le houſes of parliament, and by their authority taken and ſub- 


le Embined and embarked together in the ſame honourable and glori - 


i 2 4 bs, 
> 


Ins, and engagement to duties by all ranks.in the year 1045, and 


e 7a u his coming forth out of Zion, theſe three churches and nations 


h of God, to maintain and defend the fame againſt alt its ege-" . > 1 
dien and oppoſers whatever: thereby publicly profeſſing their 


{3 | 


bs - ſubje Aion to Canter, and thei? preferring of RP undeßled 4 wo nat 
© | rebgn, and the advancement of the intereſt kingdom and glory of ion 5 
Ixsvs nls r, to their neareſt and deareft mntcrefty 1 in this world: being 
And the Lord was with us while we were with him, and ftecdfaſt] : ON, 
in his covenant ; but when we forfook him, and broke his cove- moved 
nant,. he alſo forſook us, and delivered his ſtrength into captivity, bn the 
LE glory into the enem py $ hand. ing ot 
In the next place, the aſſembly at Weſtminſter, with the aſſiſ.ſſumed 
Trance. of commiſhoners from the general afſ-mbly of the church each 0. 
a» Scotland, proceeded to conclude on what was ncedful for fur. Perſon, 
tbering and compleating this intended and covenanted uniformity Holemn . 
in religion, that the Lox 1 might be one and his name one in the 's Pefore h 
re lands: And for this purpoſe, a confeſſion of faith was com-Mive ſe: 
poſed, and agreed upon by that venerable aſſembly, together with true refc 
; 3 larger and ſhorter, ptopoſitions concefning church- go. Ed, by! 
yernment,: ordination of miniſters, and directory for worſhip; ai he wh: 
which were received and approved by the general. eee at 
convention of eſtates in Scotland. 7555 
6 The Lord thus proſpering his work in the hands of his ervabi iN 
employed in ecclefiaſtical affairs; he gave no leſs countenantge te 5 x his e 
the partiament of England, with the aſſiftance they received from rates ez 
Scotland, in deſeating all the wicked attempts of the popilhy pre 1 in order 
_ Iatical and malignant party in England, ovecthrowing their With fire 
ay, and reducing the ſupporters thereof. A like victory was: ; dimſelf 
length obtained over Montroſe in Scotland, who commanded tr Treaty. 
Toyaliſts, or malignant party there, aad bad for ſome time carried Breda, b 
All before him, And fo the king being worſted at all hands, an che expre 
deſpairing of overtaking his deſigns, his army having been-alinoWMhe churc 
all eut to pieces, and himſelf obliged to fly, he reſigned hi mſelf o 5 n in ſo. 
ver to the Scots army at Newark, in the year 1046, and ache Pens in t. 
along with them to Newcaſtle, and they upon the frequent oli Ron to pe 
3 citations of the Engliſh parliament, and their engaging for than; an 
1» - Aing's honourable treatment, delivered him over to them. Aﬀterii Puſes and 
"> Wards, he falling into the hands of Cromwell and the Engliſh arf Wis fraud! 
my, a number in this nation violated the oath of God, which the ver to 80 
© had lately come under, by engaging in an unlawfu? war with Eng The cover 
ad, commonly called the Duke's engagement, in order to refWoined, ir 
cue the king from. his captivity, (notwithſtanding that he ſtill pe nd folen 
liſted i in his oppoſition to the juſt claims both of the church an 5 ads there 
nation, and after all that was come upon him, could not be 10 fon, 
Fonciled to the covenants and work of reformation z) where th: Fe and 
were, in Zuly 1048, totally routed by Oliver Cromwe' Iz. an pry for w 
Due Hamilton, their general, being made priſoner, was meal + om of 8. 
___ HS and afterwards beheaded This. engage mont was remom 8 brk, and 
x .Rrated againſt, and judicially condemned by the General Affen FS 
of the church of Scotland; and the firfulneſs of it was 1 eh 
blichy — och as a breach of the covenant-union between 14 
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wo nations, by all ranks in Scotland, that ſame year, at the renovas 
tion of the ſolemn League and Covenant therein. At laſt the King 
5 being ſeized upon by Cromwell and his ſectarian army, was; note 
withſtanding. all the remonſtrances both of church and ttate, te- 
moved by a violent death. Upon which the parliament of Scotland, 
on the 5th of February 1649, cauſed proclaim his ſon Charles II. 
ing of Great. Britain, France, and Ireland, (which title be had 
Bſumed himſelf. at the Hague, as ſoon as the report of his father's 
uch ad came to his ears, ) promiſing their fidelity and defence of his 
fur perſon, and authority, according to the national covenant, and the 
nit folemn league and covenant : And at the ſame time declaring,” that 
che pefore he be admitted to the exerciſe of the royal power, he ſhall 
om- ive ſecurity for the preſervation and maintenance of the 
Fichl true reformed religion, and unity of the kingdoms, now eſtabliſh- 
Ed, by laws both civil and eccleſiaſtic, according to the covenants. 
af Phe which ſecurity for religion and liberty, at the firſt. propoſed 
* at che Hague, he deferred to grant, and afterwards poſſpon- 
* & figning of the treaty at Breda, when every thing was - 
av * upon, from the great hopes he entertained of accompliſh- - 
unte i deſign, without acquieſcing with their demand, from Mon- 
fro . 7 troſe's expedition, whom he had ſent into Scotland with an army; 


ed] 
| off 
Id: 
faſt] 
TC 
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mi- 


dee in *order to prepare his way into that. kingdom, by devaſtation 
ran Pith fire and ſword : But this intrigue not ſucceeding, he found 
2 pimſelf obliged to comply with all their propoſals, and figned the 


a cel kreaty. This treaty the king did in effect break, before he left 
tric Breda, by communicating after the epiſcopal manner, contrary to 

andi the expreſs warning and remonſtrance of the commiſſioners from 
mo She church of Scotland, who went to him, and ſhewed him his 


ehr of In in ſo doing, and how inconſiſtent it was with his own conceſ- 
rehe@Þaws in the preſent treaty ; and an evidence that he had no inten- 
Co. ion to perform what he agreed to, but diſſembled with God and 
- than and he, on the other hand, put them off with ſham ex- 
Arten uſes and profeſſions; and ſo, am their too much credulity to 
in af bis fraudulent profeſſions and promiſes all along, they brought him 


k the v<r to Scotland, and before his landing in this kingdom, he took 
End he covenant at Spey, on the 23d June 1649, by bis oath ſub- 
to rel oined, in allowance and approbation of the covenants national, 


ud ſolemn league, obliging himſelf faithfully: to proſecute the 
Eads thereof in his ſtation and calling; and that for himſelf and 
Wucceflors, he ſhall agree to all acts of parliament evjoining the 


1 Pry for worſhip, confeſſion of faith, and catechiſms, in the king- 


S 2 tirk, and parliament of this kingdom. And for their — 2 fas” 
asfaction, according to the act of the Weſt-kirk, Edinburgh, Au- 

4 % 13th, 1650, approved the ſame day by che comratitee of 5 
Nes, he emitted a declaration . W. profelfi 
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ame, and eftabliſhing preſbyterial church government,. the direcs.- 


9 8 om of Scotland, as approved by the General Aﬀemblies'of this, | 
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fu and heartily acquieſcing with all their demands; all which 
F — alterwards ſerved for nothiug but as a laſting monument of his hotrid 
© petjurys wicked diſkmulation, and mockery of God and man And 

evenſthen, when this declaration was publiſhed, he had formed a de- 
=.  dGgnfor bringing in the enemies of thecovenant, and work of refor- 
= miktion, both into the army and judicatories, and for dividing the 
© _ Prolbyterians among themſelves, And this he effetually manag- 
4 for both forefaid ends, by the public reſolutions, on the 14th'of 
* December that ſame year 1650. This woful and prime ſtep of de- 
fection, ſo contrary to the word, and injuriousto the work of Gov, 
was faithfully teſtified againſt by many, both miniſters, and whole 
preſbyteries, who were ſenſible of the pre ſent ſinfulneſs and evil of it, 
and foreſaw the bitterand diſmaleonſequences that followed upon it. 
lu the mean time, notwithſtanding- this, and other ſhrewd evi- 
dences the king gave of his double dealing and hypocriſy, he was 
trowped: at'Scoon, on the firſt of January 1651, and had the co- 
venante mationay and ſolemn league again adminiſtered unit ike, 
4 by the reverend Mr. Douglas, after a ſermon from 2 Xings , 
1 14, which he, in a moſt ſolemn manner renewed, before the dhireeet- 
. rates of Parliament, the commiffionersof the General Aſſembhiy. 
numerous congregation, in the words of his former oath at Spey ; 
with the coronation oath, as contained in the 8th 48, Parl. iſt, 
James VI. to all which he engaged before his coronation; and on 
- * thele terms, and no other, were the oaths of fidelity to him, as 
the law ful ſupreme magiſtrate, taken, at bis receipt of the royal auf- 
_ " fity; And conſequently, theſe covenant engagements became Mg- 
damental conſtitutions; both in church and ftate, and the docx of 
acee(- into office-beating in either, and the formal ground of the 
. people's fubjeckion Then was the church's appearance © 'Bray- 
tikel as Tirzah, comely as Jeruſalem, and terrible as an a 


ett ech banners 5 Wo. 
From what is noticed above, the preſbytery cannot but declare 
their hearty approbation of the zeal,” courage, and faithfulneſs of 
dur honoured anceſtors, in their valiant contendings for the valu- 
25 ſe liberties and privileges of the ſpiritual kingdom of the Mas- 
stan until they got the ſame eſtabliſhed, and the nations brought 
winder the moſt ſolemn, ſacred and inviolable engagements, to main- 
tai evergbranchbt this glorious reformation; a reformation, not on- 
ly from the more groſs errors, and idolatries of Popery, but from 
"the" more refined ſuperſtition of Prelacy, and all that Antichriſti- 
an and” Eraftian ſupremacy, that in former times had been exer- 
ciſed on the heritage. of the LoxD; a reformation of both the 
divine orttinances of the miniſtry and magiſtracy, from all the a- 
| - baſes -and*corroptions. thereof, by the inventions of men, Joined. 
b with the zbove-mentionedeſtabliſument of them, in ſome meaſyre. 
of agrecablenefs unto their ſcriptural inſtitution.” 2 
likes, the preſbytery did, and hereby do declare their pro- 
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| bation of, and adherence unto fore ſaid reformation, in all the diſ- 
ferent parts and branches thereof, attained from 1638 to 1630 in- 

cluſive, and ſworn to in the national and ſolemn league and cove- 
nant, not excluſive of ſuch parts of reformation as were attained [ 
unto prior to this, but as a further advance on this foundation, * 
and as being much more pure and agreeable to the infallible ſtan- 
dard of ſcripture, than any fornterly arrived at in theſe nations. 

The daughter of Zion, thus going forth in the perfęction 6f 
her beauty, when all ranks and degrees voluntarily ſubjected them- 
ſelves unto the Royal Sceptre of the So of Gob, vas moſt 
comely in the eyes of her beloved: But oh! how is the gold ba- 
come dim, and the moſt fine gold chauged; the. ſtones of che 
ſanctuary are poured out on the top of every fleet, fo that the 
& houſe that was called of all people the houſe of prayer," is now 
become a den of thieves, being no leſs infamoufly deſpicable” for 
deformation, than formerly highly admired for purity of refor-: 
mation. This, at firſt, began with the public refolutions:of- the. 
commiltſion of the General Aſſembly 1650, above noticed, for 
taking into places of power and truſt, in judicatories and armies, 
ſuch pexſons as were known malignants, and iu heart erfaffeted 
to the work, and people of Gop, putting it in their power to 
deſtroy and pull down the Log D's work at.their pleaſure 5 à ꝓrac- 
tice manifeſtly inconſiſtent with their covenant engagements, and 
the word of GoD, Deut. xxiii. 9. 2 Chron. xix, 2. Thoſe that 
were then called proteſtors, (for their oppoling and proteſting 2 
gainſt theſe reſolutions,) continued ſtedfaſtly to ' witneſs "againſt. | 
the ſame, as the firſt remarkable ſtep, to make way for that 
bloody cataſtrophe, that afterwards befel the church. The Lorp,. 
then, in his righteous diſpieaſure and controverſy with the nation, 
for betraying of his cauſe and intereſt into the hands of his ene: 
mies, fold them into the hand of that conquering uſurper, li- 
ver Cromwell, who, having ſtript them of their civil liberties, as 5:4. 2 
the molt effectual method to rob the church of her ſpiritual privis. * 2 
leges, and nullify the forcible obligation of the ſacred covenants; 
(which, when preſerved, ſerve as a ſtrong barrier againſt all ſuch. 
| uſurpations,) framed a helliſh and almoſt unbounded.toleration in 
Scotland, of heretical and ſectarian errors, for gratification of the 
abettors thereof, which was followed with a deluge of irreligion 
and impiety, drowning the nation in a ſtill deeper apoſtacy, 
In this hour of temptation, the witneſſes for CyrIsT endea- 
Wvouring to keep the word of his patience, teliifed againlt thetfe 
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Wevils, as contrary to the word and oath of Gov, and deſtructive of 4 
the church's former glory. And Charles II. who had lately, by. 
all the confirmations of word, writ, and folemn oath, obliged him-"2386--= 


ſeif, for the maintenance and defence of religion and liberty, har 
* ing galt off the thing that was good, the enemy did purſue him ſo 
vu fg that hegginſtead of being able to ſtand as an head of defence to th?⸗ñ 


py. 
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_ obliged to abſcond and fly before the ſectaries unto France; where, 
and in other parts, he remained an exile for the ſpace of ten years, 
aud there diſcovered, he had no regard to the principles be had 

roſefled amd ſworn to maintain: But breaking his profeſſed wed- 
Jock with CHRIST, is ſaid, at that junCture, to have joined hands 
with the Romiſh whore, laying aſide his cloak of profeſſed godli- 
-peſs, and again taking up with the myſtery of iniquity. e 
During the ten years uſurpation of Cromwell, thoſe who endea- 


yet, after this came to a period, they had a far more fierce encount- 


edy. acted upon them, for the ſpace of 28 years. | 
As, by 


to, in our national attainments and conſtitution, were greatly 


with their preſent deſign, to reckon up all, yet they would en- 
deavour to take notice of ſome of the moſt remarkable inſtances of 
backſliding, treachery and oppreſſion, blood- ſned, gc. acted in theſe 


which they were caſl As, iff, The unhappy reſtoration” of 


g 2 declarations and teſtimonies given in favours of the covenanted 
reformation and. uniformity, were all on a ſudden given up with; 


f Antichriſtian yoke of abjured Prelacy, with all its tyrannical laws, 
8 © and canonical train of obſervances, ſervice book, ceremonies, exc. 
Was ipeedily wreathed about England's neck, and Scotland ſoon 


UF felt part of its weight: For, in the month of Auguſt 166 hben 
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nations during the late perſecuting period, together with - the | 
faithful contendings, and patient ſufferings unto death of the ſaigts 
* and ſervants of CHRIST, in this hot furnace of affliction unto 


harles II. in manner before mentioned commencing; the faith: 


the viper received into our boſom, and again advanced unto the re- 
gal dignity, who foon diſcovered himſelf to be of the ſerpentine feed, 
and by his wicked agency imitated the dragon his maſter, by caſt- 
ing out of his mouth a flood of perſecution after the church, that 
be might cauſe her to be deſtroyed therewith. To this effect the 


nations, narrowly efcaped with life from the enemies hands, being as. | 


4 ſome of 
* emerge 


of his d 


| the public reſolutions, and foreſaid unbounded tolera- 
tion, the bounds fixed by JeHoy an, and homologated and ſworn - 
al- 
tered; ſo the parliament of England prepared the tools, whereby 
the carved work of the ſanctuary (as far as human craft and ertelty | 
could invent,) was broken down, in reſtoring Charles II. without 
any conditions required, or expreſs limitations ſet. And Sharp | 
being ſent from the church of Scotland, to ſtand up for her rights 7 
and privileges, fradulently ſold her unto the hands of her enemies; 
upon which, many of the profeſſed diſciples of CRIS T, who follow- | 
| ed him in the-ſun-ſhine of proſpexity and reformation, forſook him, | 
aud fled into the enemies camp. thus our decline began; but, 
. oh! to what a dreadful height, eraſtianiſm tyranny, and blood 
ſhed arrived, before the Lok n, in his providence, put a ſtop to it. | 
Although the preſbytery cannot be ſuppoſed, in a conſiſtency | 


' mittee 
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then {h 
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| | | king's 
voured faithfulneſs, had a fight of affliction to keep their ground; 
& thoſe ſ 
er, and of longer duration to engage in, in the crue} and bloody tra- 
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a counter-part, by incarcerating the foreſaid mini 


4 


ting a proclamation, prohibiting all ſuch meetings without the 


| king's authority, and all petitions and remonſtrances, under pre- 
; WE tence that they were ſeditious. This was the firſt beginning of 
# thoſe ſorrows and calamities, that enſued in the matiy Tanguinary 
- WE laws afterwards made and executed upon the true friends of Zion. 


2dly, When the miniſtry, by means of the foreſaid prohibitions, 


2 were much difpirited from their duty, dreading ſuch uſage as they 
bad lately met with; the parliament which met in Scotland in 
December 1661, falls upon breaking down the carved work of the 
ſanctuary effectually, and robbing our church of that ſolemn truſt 


committed unto her by her glorious Head. Thus did they wick- 
edly combine and gather themſelves together to plot N the 
Lok p, and againſt his Anointed, that they might break his bands, 
and caſt his cords from them. For which intent after beſmearing 
the conſciences of moſt of the members with the guilt of that abo- 


-minable and wicked oath of allegiance and ſupremacy, that they 


might be ſecured to the court and king's intereſt, and ready to 


ſwallow down whatever might be afterwards propoſed, they paſſed 
an act reſciſſoxy, declaring all the parliaments, and acts of parlia- 


ment made in favour of reformation from the year 1640, to 165 1, 
null and void. The king's ſupremacy over all perſons, and in all 
cauſes, is aſſerted, All meetings, aſſemblies, leagues and covenants 
without the king's authority, are declared unlawful and unwarrant- 
able. The renewing of the ſolemn league and covenant, or any 


other covenants or public oaths, without the king's ſpecial war- 


rant and approbation is diſcharged. . Beſide theſe, another heinous 


act was framed by the ſame parliament, for obſerving every 29th” 5, | 


of May as an anniverſary thankſgiving, in commemoration of the 


_ unhappy reſtoration of this deſtroyer of religion and reformation. 


-  3dly, In the ſecond ſcſhon of the pretended parliament, in the 
year 1662, dioceſan eraſtian Prelacy is eſtabliſhed, and the kin 

ſolemnly inveſted with the church's headſhip, by act of parlia- 
ment; wherein it is blaſphemouſſy declared, 'That the order- 
6 ing and diſpoſal of the external government and poli 
church, doth properly belong unto his majeſty as an inherent 


1 N right of the crown, by virtue of his royal prerogative and ſu- 
„ premacy in all cauſes ecclefaſtical ” All ſuch acts of Parlia- 
ment or council are reſcinded, which might be interpreted as 


their act bears) to give any other church power, jurile 


ieQtion, or 
Zoremment, to the office- ers of the church than 
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| acknowledgeth a dependence upon, and ſubordination to the ſove- 4 
reign power of the king as ſupreme, . And althongh the lordly | f 


e great 


Prelates were hereby promoted to all the privileges. and dignities ul expo! 
they poſſeſſed before the year 1638, yet muſt they all be account- Whopether 
able to thegking, in all their adminiſtrations, and in ſubordination ment,: 


to him, asWniverſal biſhop of all England, Scotland and Ireland: uring 1 
By which the fountain of church power and authority is lodged in Nom 16 
the Fing's perſon, and CHRIST is deprived of his dignity. and du rates tl 
throned as King and Head in Zion. And further; by: the ſecond Mnerly 2 
ack of that perfidious parliament, the covenanted-, retormation, | Publicly 
aud all that was done in favours thereof, from 1638 to 1650, 4 n, auc 
was declared treaſonabic and rebellious, Alike treaſonable it was Hithe 
reckoned for ſubjeQts, on pretence of reformation, or any other pre- hers, h 
tence whatſoever, to enter into any federal aſſociation or to take Mr none 
up arms againſt the king. They alſo declared that the national ſrgyle, 
covenant, as ſworn in the year 1638, and the ſolemm league d May 
and covenant, were, and are in themſelves unlawful oaths, and re day 
that they were impoſed upon, and taken by the ſubjecti af tate, tl 
this kingdom, contrary to the fundamental laws and liberties ind fur; 
thereof. And to complete all, they repealed all acts, eceleſiaſtical rhich 
and civil, approving the covenants, particularly actes of the op to 
venerable aſſembly at Glaſgow 1638, declaring it an unlawful and as aft 
Florious 
ö quity. 
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| f e great Party in them, at Linlithgow on that day, by a theatri- 
Aexpoſing, and preſumptuous committing them to the flames, 
Pgether with The canſes of God's wrath, Lex Rex, atts of parli- 
ment, acts of committees of eſtates, and acts of aſſemblies made, 
Juring what they called the twenty two years rebellion, that js, 
om 1638, to 1660, done by the authority of the pretended magi- 
Wrates there; one of which, and the miniſter, Ramſay, were for- VE. 
eerly zealous and active covenanters; and conſequently nor 
Publicly avowed and proclaimed their perjury in the face of the 
fun, and left an indelible ſtain upon their memory. A 
& Hitherto although many, both miniſters, gentlemen, and o- 
ers, had endured unexpreſſible hardſhips and fteverities, yet few* 
r none ſuffered to the death, fave that noble peer, the Marquie of 
Hirgyle, who was condemned by the parliament 1661, and behead-' 
e d May 275th; and the reverend Mr. James Guthrie, ho fTulfered _ 
| ve days thereafter. Theſe two were ſingled out, the one in the 
ate, the other in the church, to fall a victim to the reſentment” 
nd fury of rhe enemies of that covenanted work of reformation, 
which they had both in an eminent manner been honoured of 
op to ſupport and advance; and alſo as à ſpecimen of what 
Was afterwards to be the fate of all that ſhould adhere to the ſame 
Jlorious cauſe, and ſtand up for Gop againſt theſe'workers of ini- 
Muity. And as the foundation of that antichriſtian and wicked 
Wierarchy in the church, and of arbitrary power, and abſolute ty- 
Fanny in the ſtate, was laid in the blood of theſe two proto- mar- 
yrs for the covenant and cauſe of Gop; fo they now (Jahrs) 
procetded to build it up with the blood of another noble and wor- 
by patrior, the eminently religious and learned Lord Warrion. 
e having before, in 1660, when Argyle was apprehended, been 
ordered, together with-feveral others, to be ſecured and commit - 
Fed to priſon, fled beyond ſea, to eſcape the fury of his enemies, 
nd even there did their crafty malice reach him; for having ſennt 
Put one of their blood-thirfty emifſaries in queſt of him, he was 
pppretiended by him at Roan in France, brought over to London, 
ind ſent thence to Ediuburgh, where he was executed on a for- 
ner unjuſt ſentence of forfeiture, and death: paſt upon him in his 
bſence. Thus they built up Zion with blood, and Jerufalem 
Frith iniquity: But all this was nothing to the crueity that follow- 
, and the righteous blood afterwards thed in that quartet. 
ah, Although the faichful feryants of CyrIsT gave too filent 
WP vmiiſion for a time to theſe encroach ments made upon their fa- 
ea functions; yet, as they received not their miſſion from men, 
© they reſolved nat to become the ſervants of men, but to hazard 
jels of every thing that was dear to them in this world, that 
&y might ſhe w themſclves faithful unto their Lord and Maſter, 
nd valuint for bis truth upon the earth, in going forth withaut 
© camp, bearing his reproach. When they could no longer wim 
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his people, they betook themſelves to the open fields, ſetting their 


the former, with what ſubſequent wicked laws were made agaialt 


= 


Lokp's people of every thing, which might contribute to their 
eſtabliſhment and confirmation in the righteouſneſs and equity ot 
the cauſe and covegant of God, for which they ſuffered, and 


ordered the famous Mr. Brown's Apolcgetical Relation to be bayni 


a. ſafe conſcience enjoy their benefices and churches, and the Loky, 
ſo expreſly called. for, their ſervice, in feeding the ſtarving ſouls of 


2 book 
a rhem, 
Ineir hell 
ud ever) 
joſe that 
> harp, fe 


faces to. all the ſtorms to which they were expoſed by that high 
oom miſſion court that was erected; wherein the biſhops were 
agents, being made neceſſaty members thereof. for putting 


. 5020 * „ tl 
the. ſervants of CHRIs r, in execution. And by this time that rp 
deceiving, cruel, prrjured apoſtate, . biſhop Sharp, had obtainad Popreſſed 
the prefidency in this, and all other public-courts in the kingdom. 4 Hordert 


Wee of this court were very unjult, cruel and arbitra- he recur 


milar to its prepoſterous and illegal conſtitution : Perſons. þ 


7 
» 
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were without any accuſation, information, witneſs or accuſer, at- Prefling: 
2 "= v4 * . " yo» 4 429 p a — 8 
raigned before them, to anſwer. ſuper. inguirendis to whatever, in- Wing up 
terrogatories. they were pleaſed to propoſe, without licence to make 7 1- conſe 


any lawful defence, or upon their offering ſo to do, they were te - Wl. Biß 
quired to take the oath of ſupremacy, their refuſal of which, was Dafa 
accounted cauſe ſufficient for proceeding . againſt. them... And al- | 


though taking order with Papiſts was firft in their commiſſion, yet EE 
laſt, or rather not at all, in execution; while their infernal rage | -=4 his 
was principally ſet. on Preſpyterians, in fining, confining and im- BWM.,2.4 10 
priſoning them ; for the non-conformity of miniſters, and their Mort thit 
diſregarding their pretended ſentences of depoſition, and the peo- 

. » and tne pedo che Sout 

Nies trefufing to countenance the authority and miniſtry of theſe ſuppreſs 
relatic wolves, who came in to ſcatter and tear the flock of 5 1 
Ennis 3: but endeavouring to cleave to their lawful paſtors, to be fes 
have equal friends and foes with them, and to hear CnhRIST'Ss law WM conform 
of kindueſs from their mouth. The idol of jealouſy, was thus ſet Turner, 


up in the houſe of GoD,.and our Lon Jesus CHRIST ſacrile- Areadful 


giouſly robbed of his incommunicable ſupremacy and heacſhip Ml ;;@. of 1 
over his church by the, ſtate; whereby the Pope's ſupremacy was 


ſeizing « 


well nigh claimed, and Spaniſh inquiſition cruelty almoſt ated ant wor 


by, this abominable court: And all, at the inſtigation, and for naked ot 
the gratification of theſe monſters of iniquity, the Prelates, who 


| hearing | 
ſtill agitated the court to exerciſe more cruelty, than even of them- on their 


ſelves they were anclinable to. oe "IF r detiverec 
thy, Upon the decline of this rigorous court, new meaſures quartere 
were again fallen upon, for the oppfeſſion, ſuppreſſion, and ex- Wauld f. 


tirpation of the true reformed religion, and the profeffors of it. 


The council being very diligent and careful to deprive the up 


Hout tre 
ren ſtanc 
Ptebenſi 
take upc 
Fo 
in the high ſtreet of Edinburgh, on February 14thy 1 660, by the e 


which tended to expoſe their tyranny and treaſon againſt Gep, 


band of the cmmon hangman; and all perſons who had copien.of I und dite 
5 Cc V2 0" * - 1 f | - | , S we 4 | 
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Preſſing and wearing out the ſaints of the Moſt High, and burn- 


« 


3 
d book, wete tequited to deliyer them up, and ſuch is ebncenl- 

Ed them, to be fined of 2000 7. Scots, if Yiſcovered. Such was. 
Weir hellich enmity and ſpite againſt our covenanted reformation, = 
Sad every thing written in defence thereof, and in vindication of 
joſe that ſuffered for their adherence to it. About the ſame time, 
arp, for the more effectual accompliſhment of bis wicked de- 
Pans, (the high commiſſion being now diſſolved, and his guilty 
Fonſcience, it ſeems, ſuggeſting feats of an inſurrection of the 
pppreffed, to relieve themſeſves from their criteFopprefſors,) obtains 


Haorder from the king for raiſing an additional number of forces; for 


e ſecurity aud eſtabliſhment of himſelf and his aſſoeiates in their 
Whrones of iniquity, by deſtroying all the faithful in the land, op- 


Wng up and diſperſing all the ſynagogues of Gov in the nation: 
Wn conſequence of this, about $3006 foot, and eight troops of 
. * ng were got together, and the command of them given ts 
ziel of Binns, a wicked, fierce, cruel man. Theſe wete the. 


Faſtruments of that unprecedented barbarity,- cruelty aud oppreſ- 


hon committed in the Welt, after the defeat of Colonel Wallace, 
and his little army of covenanters at Pentland-hille, November 
28th, 1066 The occaſion and cauſe of which rifiop,” was in 


» 0 Mort this 4 Sir James Turner had been ſent the year before; into 


the South weſt fhires of Dumfries and Kirkcubright, in order te 
ſuppreſs conventicles, (fo they called the affembites of Gov's 
people for public worfhip, and other religious exercife,) to levy 
the fines appointed by the paritament, and to oblige the people to 
conform and ſubmit to the ithops and curates by force of arms. 
Turner, in purſuance of theſe orders, committed grrat ſeverities; 
| dreadfully opprefied, robbed and ſpoiled the country. In the pa- 
rith of Dalty, in Galloway, three or four of his blackguacd crew, 
ſeizing upon a poor country-man, carried him to his own houſe, 
and were going to torture him in a cruel manner, by fetting him 
naked on a red-hot grid-iton; which four of the perſecuted party 
hearing of, they repaired to the houſe, diſarmed the ſoldiers, (up- 
on their refufing tobe intreated in behalf 'of the poor man,) and 
delivered their ſellow. ſufferer: And left the reſt of the ſoldiers 
quartered inthe pariſh (to force people to keep their pariſh churcb,) 
Ihould fall upon them, they being joined with ſeven or eigh- more 
of their friends, attacked them early next morning, amounting a- 


out twelve in number, and difarmed them, killing one that made 
„ rriſtance. Wherenpon the country being alarmed, and being 1 
4 neon, fron Jad experiente, of the revenge Sir ' Jame 


s wou 

the whole country for this affront, without diftinction 
'of 555 or Tex; they determine to ſtand in their own defence; 7 
Ant" getting together a good number of horſe and foot, hex 
march to Damffics, ſurpriſe Turner himfelf, take Him peien er, 
and diſatm his ſoldiers, without wy further vidlence;' Being ses 
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take upon 


& 1 


* 1 


626 


by providence engaged, without any hope of retreat, and being 
joined dy many more of their brethrep in the ſame condition with 
themſelyes, ſome miniſters, and Colonel Wallace, afterward: 
 eboſen General, they come to Lanerk, where they renew the co» Wn 
venant, November 26th, 1666, and thence to Pentland-hills, 8 
where, being attacked by Daiziel and his blood-hounds, they were, 
notwithſtanding their bravery in repulſing the enemy twice, at Wl 
laſt totally routed, many of them killed and taken priſoners, moſt 
of the priſoners treacherouſly executed, (notwithſtanding they 
were A, upon ſolemn promiſe to have their lives ſpared,) of antin 
whom the Lok D was graciouſly pleaſed, not only to accept of a ffectua 
teſtimony, by ſufferings, but alſo countenanced them, even to alled b 
admiration, in ſealing the ſame with their blood. After this, unt o 
there were ſevere edicts iſſued out againſt all who had any hand W roſecu! 
in this appearance for God's cauſe, and covenant, (called by them Fore m 
rebellion, a horrible conſpiracy, and what not ;) all the ſubje&s 4 d by m 
were ſttictiy charged not to harbour, reſet, ſupply, or any man- cievan, 
ner of way to correſpond with any that were concerned in this en- ind w 
gagement; but to purſue and deliver them up to juſtice, or o- oſt ot 
therwiſe to be eſteemed and puniſhed as favourets of it This ap- 1 — 


pearance for religion and liberty, became, for a time, the princi - 


committed the management of their affairs. 


- 


* 


roah'e yoke, the more they oppreſſed them, and ſuppreſſed their 


meetings, the more numerous and frequent they grew, fo that] 


great; yet they had not wholly effectuated their wicked defignM# 
_ of exterminating and deſtroying true religion, and the profeſſors becauſe 
thereof, both miniſters and people; but, like Iſrael under Pha-; 


fpecial r 


pal erime for. which, thoſe were indicted who were proſecuted by f theſe 


this wicked council, and other mercileſs enemies, to whom they 


heir en 
uted; 


++, 6thly, Although the cruelty of the court had hitherto been very heir fi 


iniſter 
ill inci 


ommit 
dut part 


their enemies were obliged to alter their courſe a little from eru- mn 
» £lry into craft This appeared in the firſt indulgence, granted ection. 
anne 1669, with deſign to divide Preſbyterians among themſelves, bliging 
That they might the more eaſily deſtroy them. Hereby, a pre- Aren, © 
tended liberty was given to ſeveral miniſters, ejected by the ati enacle 
of Glaſgow 1662, (eſpecially public reſolutioners, who had for- and, be 
merly ſerved:the court intereſt in that matter,) under certain re- Pettar 1 
3 deſtructive of their miniſterial freedom and faithful- 
neſs, to preach and exerciſe the otber functions of the miniſtry 
in vacant churches. In this fraudulent ſnare many were taken; 
and even ſuch of th-m as did accept of the indulgence, but did 
not keep by the inſtructions given them by the council, and ob- 
ſerve the wicked anniverſary, Sc were, afterwards proſecuted, fin- 
ed, and ſome turned out; And thoſe who refuſed compliance 
therewith. and teſtified againſt it, at flowing from that blaſphe-a 
mous ſupremacy and abſolute power which the king bad aſſumed; 
were molt ſeverely handled, and their aſſemblies for public Wor- 
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ng ir intericted under the: bigheſt pains. A Cecond indulgence 


ith as framed in the year 1672, in which net they expected to in- 
rd loſe ſuch as the firft had not caugbt. By this, liberty was grant 
co. to a number of non · conformed miniſters, named by the coun- 
Us, 1 il, not yet indulged, to exerciſe their miniſtry in ſuch places as 
re, be council thought fit to ordain and appoint them, conforming 


"at hemſelves to the rules given by the council to thoſe that were 
of Formerly indulged, befides other reſtrictions, wherewith this new 
hey oerty was clogged. And, as one ſpecial deſign of the court, in 
) of ranting both the firſt and this ſecond indulgence, was to put an 
f a ffectual ſtop to the meetings of the LorD's people, ludicrouſly | 
20 4 alled by them, field conventicles ; ſo they took occaſion, on ac - 
ris, unt of their contempt of this their indulgence and liberty, to 
\nd Proſecute all ſuch as kept, or attended on thoſe meetings, in a 
em nore mercileſs and furious manner. This indulgence was accept- 
ch by many miniſters; and part theceof by others repreſented as a 
an. tievance, and redreſs required. But although nothing of this 
ind was obtained, yet it was fallen in with, and accepted by 
moſt. of thoſe who ſubſcribed the remoaſtrance againſt it: And 
SS@hoſe few who rejected it, and continued faithfully to diſcharge 
; heir official truſt in the open fields, without coming under any 
f theſe finful reſtrictions, became, more eſpecially, the butt of 
heir enemies malice and tyranny, were mote vigorouſly proſe- 
uted ; and ſuch as were fuſpected, or convicted of attending on 
their field meetings, were fined in an exorbitant manner, and 
SEmniniſters impriſoned, when they could be apprehended. And 
Wbecauſe theſe field meetings, the great eye-ſore of the Prelates; 
ſtill increaſed, they prevailed with the council 4674, to take-mote- 
ſpecial notice ot the preachers at ſaid meetings; who appointed a 
ommittee for that effect, and ordered their chancellor to fend: 
Put parties to apprehend certain of them, according to their di- 
Erection. And the ſame year, a bond was impoſed, binding and 
res, obliging tenants, that if they, their wives, or any of their chil-» 
ren, cottars or ſervants, ſhould keep, or be preſent at, any con- 


re- . N 0 8 
al Penticles either in houſes or fields; that every tenant labouring 
or- and, be fined- for each houſe conventicle, in 251 Scots ; each 


ottar in 12/ Scots; each ſervant man, in a fourth part of his 
Pear's fee; and huſbands the half of theſe fines, for fuch of their 
Pires and children, as ſhall be at houſe conventicles, and the 
ouble of theſe reſpective fines, for each of the ſaid perſons 
o ſhall be at any field conventicles, &c. And upon re- 
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um olferea, foo iagtebeatiog any of the: conventicle — 
2 . nag fam doubled, for ſome that were more eminent among 
them, and diligent in working the work of him that -fent er 
them, againſt whom their malice was more eſpecially: turned. y- 
Theſe rigorous meaſures chey continued to proſecute; and in tho Sr 
year 1675, letters of intercommuning were given out againſt ſe- Wl 
veral miniſters aud private Chriſtians, by name, both Alenouncing 
them rebels, and fecluding them from all fociety in the kingdom | 
of Scotland: further requiring, that no accommodation ſhould 
be giren, or communication any manner of way held with them, + 
under the pain of being (according to them) accounted focii cri- 
mini, (i.e. art and part) and purſued, as guilty with them ofthe 
ſame crimes. - Thefe inhuman and unprecedented: methods, re : ö 
duce d the ſufferers to many wanderings and great hardſhips. It Wk 
is impoſſible to recite the miſcries theſe faithful confeſſors under. 
went, wandering about in defarts, in mountains, in dens, and iu 5 
caves of the earth, deſtitute, afflifted, tormented; beſides the 
other ſeyere impoſitions upon the country in general, the bonds e 
impoſed and rage of the Highland hoſt then raifed; which tbge- | 
cher with the ſoldiers, greatly ſpoiled and robbed the weſt ooun | 
try eſpecially, by Wen means, 1 people were De0bgbt: to very | 
low circumſtances. - ; 
tb — of all the tyranny and wnbeng ks- | 
therts exerciſed, the word of Cob grew, and converts; unto 
Carry and the obedience of the goſpel, were daily. nivtliplied; 
miniſters being forward and wilting to preach, and the people 
willing to hear and receive the law/from their mouth, om ali ha- 
2atds: And the Lok Jesus, following his word and ordinaners 
with his bleſſing; ſhewed himſelf as mighty and powerful in the 
open fields, whitherithey were driven, as ever he had done in theit 
churches, from whenee. they were driven, and which rege now | 
ſhotagainſt them, and filled with time-ſervers, and:antichrHt's: eaſ- | 
fals: But againſt Carr T's ſtandard and banner thus: difplayed, the 
tyrant Charles II. erected his oppoſite ſtandard, for the utter defiruc- | l 
tion of CRN true ſervants and ſubj:cts And baving declar» <a 
ed cheir lawful meetings for the worſhip of Gon, according to his 
word, execrable tende zvouſes nf rebellion; a convention of eſtates pointe 
in 678. was called and met, by which a large ceſs was impoſed to een e 
maintain an additional army, for the ſuppteſſion of the true religi- Whrow 
on and liberty, and ſecuring tyranny and arbitrary government. 2 omm 
On account of the impoſition of this ceſs, aud the rigorous exacki- 
on of if, together: with the cruelties and ravages of this new-army 
meinteined by it, (the ſoldiers having commiſſion to difmils and 
difperſ* their meetings, difarm, impriſon and kill preachers and 
prop, in cafe of refiſtauce ; and a price being put upon the heads 
of f*yera! fasthful miniſters, if brought to the council dead ot MFR 


Ae boch mitiſters and people vote Jaid under the wc of 
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Sz upon goſpel ordinances : And it was ne wonder, that, finding ö 
emfelves thus appointed as ſheep for the ſlaughter, they lochen 
oa this as their duty, and accordingly provided theraſelyes with 
ans for their neceflary defence, againſt the wicked violence of 
oe who thirked after their blood, and (wbich was to them moch 
ore dear aud precious,) the ruin and deſtruction dF: the cauſe, 
eſt, and goſpel of CRRIS inthe land. Unto theſe ſevere 
a telliſh meaturcs fallen upon, at this time, for the more effes- 
al ſuppreſſion and extirpation of the goſpel. of Cuts, and 
- ESrofcfiors of it, the managers were principally inſtigated by that 
Ich; apoſtate Sharp ; tho? a bad preparative for his exit out of this 
re · orld, which ſoon came to paſs in the year 1679, in the diſpenſa- 
It ion of adorable providence, and the righteous judgement of God, 
recuted upon ſuch a notorious traitor, who, having hrſt hetra 
Whe church, and all along deeply imbtued his hands in the blood of 
e Povp's faints and ſervants, had blood given him to drink becauſe 
r tn gs Franly 
hy, That the land might be more deeply ſoaked with blood, 
nd made more heavily to groan under the inhabitants thereof; 
ery . Who had tranſgreſſed the laws, changed the ordinances, and 
broken the everlaſting covenant ;” that the ſcene of eruel ſuffer» 
ng might be. more widely opened, and the bloody tragedy mort 
ffectually aQed ;. the primate's death muſt now be added ta the 
ther pretended crimes of the ſufferers. ' Many were terribly: bat» 
aſſed on that account, who were no ways coneerned in the action; 
ind ſome were cruelly tortured and butchered by them for the 
Same: cauſe, tho? innocent thereof, (for none of the actors did ever 
Fall into their hands.) Theſe enemies were hereby rendered mort 
ude, barbarous and hard - hearted to all the ſufferers who afterwards 
fell into their hands, and breathed out threatenings and ſlaughter 
Negainſt the whole body of the perſecuted Preſbyterians through the 
e nation. All this, however did not diſpirit theſe zealous witneſſes, 
nor diſcourage them from attending to their work and duty; for 
we find them on the 29th of May 1679, publiſhing their teſtimony at 
r glen againſt the wicked anniverſaty, on the ſame day ap- 
Pointed by the: court for its celebration, and againſt all that had 
Peen done publicly by theſe enemies of CHRIST for the ver- 
igi- Throw of his work and intereſt in the lands. They likewiſe 
- ommitted their acts reſciſſory, ſupremacy, act reſtoring iabynred 
i- eelacy, act of Glaſgow 1662, the preſumptuous act for appoigring 
ty 29th. for an boly anniverſary, indulgences, Gr. all to the 
Names, their juſt deſert, in retaliation for the impious treatment, 
Piven unto our ſolemn and ſacred! covenants, - and other good 
nd laudable acts and laws for reformation, by their facrilegious 
ot {Enemies in ſundry cities of theſe covenanted kingdoms.” And fo, 
er estinguiſhing the bonfires, a part of the unholy ſolemnity 7 


„ l D 


4 * „ 
Pg - 


EY 


1 7 
1 


( 5 ) 
the enemies anniverſary-day, and concluding what they had done 
with prayer and praiſe, as they bad 1 (Mr. Douglas, one o 
their miniſters being along with them) they withdrew This 1 othly 
Chriſtian valour wy followed with the LorD's appearatice for n an. 
them, in a remarkable manner, on the following Sabbath at Drum. ies, an 
_ clog, near Loudonhill, where being attacked by Claverhouſe, when Wi. per 
attending on public worſhip, they compleatly routed him and bia me 
troops, reſcued Mr. Jabn King, and a number ot other prifovers, g and 
whom Claterhouſe had ſeized that morning, from their bande, 1 did for 
Afterwards they declared the grounds and cauſes of their preſent Pight d 
defenſive poſture, in that ſhort manifeſto, or declaration, publiſhed i 5 2 erly be 
at Glasgoto, June 6th, 1 1679. But when their numbers multipſied, dcouray 
their Geng increaſed, and lawful means for honeſtly defen i 4 4 borr 
the cauſe, were by the. majority refuſed. Mr. Welſh and dat 1 dect of 
eraſtian party with him, being by this time come up, did, in theit I 3 MHepherc 
declaration at Hamiltin, take in the tyrant's intereſt; againſt which, i In, Ca 
thoſe who were honeſt and faithful to the intereſt of Zion's: king iced u 
| Contended, and proteſted, that in conſcience they could not take in Ie faith 
the intereſt of one into the ſtate of the quarrel; who had manifeſtly i Donald 
tated himſelf in oppoſition to the intereſt of CnRxISs THF; that it was be mig 
inconſiſtent with the covenant, which could not biend them to ef- i Pigh pla 
pouſe the intereſt of its deſtroyers, and the deſtroyers of all that Truths : 
adhered to it; and alſo contrary to their teſtimony and declaration Hime. 
for the covenants and work of. reformation at Rutherglen, Glaſgow, Und zea 
Ge. and againſt all defection from the fame. | Sn the « 
Thus, when the moſt part in a great meaſure forſook che Lonv „Hourabl 
be was juſtly provoked to forfake them, and their great diviſions ¶Eion's t 
landing them in fuch confuſion, they became an ealy prey to the BWwhere, 
enemy, by whom they were totally routed at Bathwell, June 224d ay to 
1679, where they felt the diſmal fruits and conſcquences of join- eſcaped 
ing at all with that eraſtain faction, after they had openly declar-Pead, tl 
ed and diſcovered what they were This was fo * proving i 


te 
ile of! 


oſt his 
any defence to them, notwithſtanding the numbers of that party, Mcovenar 
that it proved their deſtruction. And thoſe whoſe hearts were by the 
upright and honeſt in the cauſe of Gop, by their means, in holy pliſned 
ſovereignty, were made to fall a ſacrifice to their enemies“ wrath. ¶ word c 
The flain on that day were many, and the after - cruelty to priſon - Mpthers e 
ers great; they being carried unto, and kept for a long time cauſe o 
in the Grey-friers church yard of Edinburgh, expoſed, defenceleſs, auche 

.  _ night and day to tempeſts of all kinds. By this inhuman uſage Pon. 
li defign to wear out the ſaints of the Moſt High) together mies of 
with the inſinuations and perſuafions of ſome of the ndulgence- ber or 
favourers, their faith failing them in this hour of temptation, and ter th 
fear prevailing, a number of theſe priſoners were perſuaded” to Blom, 2 
take the inſnaring bond of peace, whereby they were engaged to WF This 
own ue e at wc "08 to 5 . and to nr themſelves | rr 
2 * 4 © nit 


* 


_ oo. | 
to riſe jo arms againſt the king, and to live peaceably, Te, 
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e of ite others of them were tortured, not accepting delivetance. 

Chis othly, Altho' this defeat and diſperſion of the eſpouſers of the 

Hor uch and cauſe of CHRIST, in oppoſition both to its avowed ene- 

num ies, and ſecret betrayers, brought the remnant that were left 

_ very melancholy circumſtances ; their enemies having in 3 
his 


eat meaſure extinguiſhed the light of the goſpel, by apprehend» 
"ers We and ſhedding the blood of their faithful paſtors, who uſed to 
nes. ola forth the word of life unto them, as a light whereby they 
tent WS: oht diſcern between fin and duty: And others who bad for- 
ſhed 9 erly been helpful unto them, in ſtrengthening their hands, and 
ied, wth couraging their hearts, in the way of their duty, were overtaken 

Wd borne down with fainting and diſcouragement; ſo that, in re- 
that $ dect of public guides, they were at this time as ſheep without a 
heir zepherd : Yet, in this diſconſolate and ſcattered ſtate and conditis 
ich, 4 n, CarisT, the chief ſhepherd, had compaſſion on them, and 
iced up theſe two faithful miniſters and zealous contenders for 
he faith once delivered to the ſaints, Meſſrs. Richard Cameron, and 
DD nld Cargill, to come forth for the help of the Lox D againſt 
oe mighty, and to jeopard their lives along with his people in the 


e. igh places of the field, in bearing faithful teſtimony for his noble 
that Mruths and cauſe, and againſt all the fins and defe&ions of the 


Wime. The firſt of theſe, toon after he had ſhewed his aQtiyity 
ind zeal in that banner diſplayed againſt the church's enemies, 
In the declaration publiſhed at Sangubar, June 22d, 1686, did ho- 
Mourably and bravely finiſh his courſe among many others of 


ons Eion's true friends, in the defeat they again ſuſtained ar Air moſt 
the here, in imitation of his princely Maſter, he valiantly fought his 


yay to the incorruptible crown: The latter afterwards narrow 
WMeſcaped his enemies hands, (by means of Mr Henry Hall of Haugb- 
Head, that honeſt ſufferer for truth, who, to ſave his miniſter's life, 
Woſt his own; on whom the Qucentferry paper, a draught of a 
Wcovenant engagement unto certain duties, was found,) and was, 
by the power and providence of Gop preſerved, until he accom» 
lied that fignal piece of generation work, in drawing forth the 
- Eword of excommunication againſt the tyrant Charles II. and ſome 
Wthers of the chief actors in that bloody tragedy : And that bes 
Fauſe of their blood-ſhed, perjury, heaven daring profaneneſs, de- 
Wpauchery, inhuman and ſavage cruelty acted upon the people of 
oy. "Phe which ſentence ſtuck faſt in the hearts of theſe ene- 

ies of Zion's king unto the day. of their death, and, by ſome'of 
eir own acknowledgements, would, through eternity. Shortly 
er this, that faithful miniſter crowned his work with maptyr« 
am, aud entered into his Maſtet's joy. © t.. 
This murdering period ſpared neither paſtor nor people, e 
Por ſex; while groſs tranſgreſſors, and deluded enthubalts, as r 
Naa his faction, were ſcreened from condign puniſhment, though _ 


— 
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ſohit bf them had arrived at that prodigious Iength in wickediief, Þ 

& + 13-455 the holy ſcriptures, and confeffion_ of faith, to the 
Tothly, So many of theſe once living * and lively witheſſes for e 
Cn, being now ſlain, and what was yet ſurviving of the ſcat- 
8 f5ck deprived of their painful ſhepherds; and nor being able 
19 drink of the ſanftuary waters, ſo mudded by theit former paf 
| tors, who had dcfijed the ſame by ſinful compliance with the time's 


The which general 
meetings afterwards afforded them both good comfort amidit their 
diſcouragements, and” alfo good council amidſt rheir perplexiries ig 
and doubts, and proved an excellent expedient for preſerving the 
remnant from the deſtruction and contagion of the times, .propaga- 
tion of the teſtimony, and keeping alive the public ſpirit of zeal if 
and concern for the cauſe and intereſt of Cur1sT ; and for theſe 
_ Game ens they bave been kept up ever ſincſde. RP 
Z 5 In the mean time, that evil inſtrument, Jamet duke of Tort, niſtepre 
1 0 8 tha commiſhon from his perjured brother to prefide in the le in. 

472 195 adminiRration of Scots affairs, upon his arrival for this effect, Maat 


Ad” in patliament, which began 7uly 28th, 1681 3 wherein, be- {M<ftitute 

des other of his wicked acts, the deteſtable, blaſphemous, and pf wita 
felf-contradiftory teſt was framed, which in the firſt part thereof, MNintai 
_ Contains the Twearer's ſolemn declaration, by bath, of his ſincere ing in 
_ profeſſion”: of che true Proteſtant religion, contained in the firſt 
4 1 of taith- ratified by Parl. iſt, James VI. 1567, {which 
; *  cohtclhon-aflerts; in the ſtrongeſt terms, CHRIST's alone headfhip 
F _ and ſupremacy, as law-giver and King in his church, without eo- 


wy 


_ © partner dor competitor), and that he Mall adhere thereunts all rhe 
| ** of his lite, and renounce all doctrines, principles or practices 

contrary thereunto, and incopliſtent there with; while, in mavifeil 

- contradiction thereunto, the blaſphemous ſupremacy, in the ut- 
moſt extent thereof, is aſſerted, the covenants national and ſolemn 
league, the chief barriers againſt Popery, Etaſtianiſm, and arbitrary 
o wor, are renounced, god unlimited allegiance unto the occupant, INF 3 
3 and Tworn to, and the prelatical government of the ene 
- * Phis oath was at firſt-adminiſtered to theſe in public truſt only, 
aud thereby, all. were turned out of their places, who had a 
rinciples of common honefty remaining in them; but aſterwardz 
| i was impoſed upon perſons of all ranks. Againſt which fp ful 
© - +,.A4ncroachments on religion and liberty, the witnefſing 9 7 a 

© pemnant accounted themſelves bound in duty to-emit.thtir relti- By 
mony, which they publiſhed at Lanerk, January i ach 1082, wl- WFF 
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| | 8 2 
, ring to, and confirming; their former one at Sanguhar, and gig. 
Mz caſons at length: for. their diſowning the unlawful authority 
: ME Charles 11. Upon intelligence hereof, this declaration, with 
ole at Rutherg/en and Sangubar, were, by order of the council, 
ith. great ſolemnity, burnt at the croſs of Edinburgh, hy the ma- 
rates in their robes, together with the ſolemn league and co 
i 1 nant, which, had been burnt formerly; but now they would 
ie nes demanſtrations of their rage againſt it, in cogjunction 
ich theſe declarations, which they ſaw and acknowledged were 


Em- IN, 

ing idently conformed to, and founded upon it. After the publis “e 

non ion of this teſtimony, the ſufferings of that poor people that 

one | 5 waed it, were {adder and ſharper than ever before, by hunting 

era] Mutſuing, apprehending, impriſonment, baniſhment, death and 

heir orture 1 this iucreaſing rage, opprefion, cruelty and bloodſhed; 

ties eng. no more than what they might look for, agreeable to the 

the Pirit and principles of that popiſh incendiary, to whom ſuch truſt 

%%% 
h, 'The poar wreſtling remnant, beſides their other gries = 

heſe aus calamities and ſufferings, being now obnoxipes to much J ñ 


Jure, in their appearances for truth reptoached, and invidiouſly 
miſrepreſented, both at home and abroad, by thoſe that were ut 
ale in Lion, as having forſaken the right way, and run into wild, 


fekt, xtravagant and vohappy courſes: And withal, being at this tis 
be- eſtitute and deprived of their publio ſtandard-bearers; the ſeies 


* "= 


pf witneſſes, (fince the death of Mefirs, Cameron and Cargill), 

aintaining the teſtimony againſt the public national deſechonsg 3 
deing in all appearance interrupted, except by martyrdom. ane 
ufferings; they were obliged to exert themſclves, both for their 
indication from thoſe calumnies and flanders,. wherewith | they 
were loaded by their enemies, to foreign Proteſtant churches eſpe- 
ally, and for obtaining a ſupply of goſpel miniſters. - Whereforez © 
ng lome of their number abroad, to repreſent. the righteouſs 

els af their cauſe to the churches there, and crave their ſympa- 


ifelt hy, in belping tbem to a ſapply of goſpel miniſters; the Lozy 

vt» W485 gracicully pleaſed to countenance and bleſs their endeavours ſoz 

emu hat they obtained acgeſs for the inſtruction aud ordination of 
rary Noung men for the miniſtry, at an univerſity in the United Provine 
zant, et; and, in proceſs of time gave them a great reviving in their 

the eondage, by ſending forth his faithful ambaſſador, Mr. James Ren- 
TO uct, who, while he ſtood on Zion's watch-tower, ceaſed not 

ly, ebe 2nd-day,' to give faithful warning of the danger, approach- 
any ihe city of Gow ; evidently diſcoyering bis being clothed with 


ard: e Maſter's ' commiſſion, in bearing faithful teſtimony, both 


tet the avowed enemies of truth, and backlliders from it; 
need SS natwithGanding all the malicious rage of deadly foes, rang- 
refti- W's aud keenly purſuing him, through open or more ſecret places, 
ak FE ©ePronch of tongues, ans mockings he endures, by the 


= 


785 They framed an oath, commonly called the oath of abjuration, 


10 years and upwards women as well as men, under pain of 


* 


ta). 74 
divirie bleſſiig, on his painful-labours, amidſt his many hardſhipe, 


) reign 


the number of Zion's friends;were greatly increaſed, by the incom - boram, 
ing and joining of many to the fellowſhip of their ſettled focieties, MPiſoned, 


who-reſolutely choſe, rather to ſuffer. afiCtjon with the people off 
God, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin, which are but for a ſea - 
ſon. Upon this further attack upon Satan's intereſt, his emiſſa · ¶ Neept bi 
ties iſſue forth treſh orders, and give commiſſion to ſoldiers, foot, With the « 
and dragoons, to hunt, ſearch, and ſeek them out of all their moſt * Jericl 
ſecret dens, caves and lurking places, where they might hide them · i 
ſelves, in the moſt remote, and wildeſt glens and receſſes in the 4 
mountains and deſarts, allowing them to kill, ſlay, deſtroy, and any 
way to make an end of them, wherever they might be found; 
commanding the whole country, at their peril, to aſſiſt them; and 
to raiſe the hue and cry after the poor wanderers, and not to 
reſet, harbour, ſuccour or correſpond with them any manner of Pie being 
way, under the higheſt pains, but to do their utmoſt in informing nd pub 
againſt them. Thus, without regard to any of their "unlawful arning 
forms of 8 they defiled and beſmeared the high elm of 
places of the field with innocent blood. I heſe unprecedented o vernm 
methods and meaſures obliged the ſufferers for their own: preſer- undame 
vation;-for ſtopping the deluge of blood, and to deter the inſo · Ned Papi 
lence of intelligencers and informers, to publiſh the apologetic de · f theſe 
claration, which they affixed on ſeveral market croſſes, and pariſh ſWyhereby 
church doors, upon the 28th of October 1684; wherein they de- antichrit 
tlate their firm reſolution of conſtant adherence to their covenant-ured, a 
ed-engagemenits,—and to the declaration, diſownipg the authority HVoluntar 
of: Charles Stuart, warning all bloody Doegs, and flattering Ziph- t with r 
ites, to expect to be dealt with, as they deal with them; to be con- {WPelt affe 
ſidered as enemies to Gop, and the covenanted reformation, and Vearinę 
according to their power, and the degree of their offence, puniſh- ig his 
ed as ſuch, G After this declaration, theſe enemies were ſtill right, w 
more enraged, and their fury flamed more than ever formerly : ien _ 
dus (a 
ation 
bn his o 
ng of | 
igion, 


ot withſt 


tenouneing and abjuring the ſame, and by a venomous bloody pro- 
clamation, . enjoined this oath to be taken by all univerſally, from 


death; and many priſoners who having the oath tendered them, re- 


4uſed or declined it, were ſentenced and executed all in one-day, EY 20ny 
_ accarding to the tenor of their proclamation And moreover, ing © 
they, on this occaſion, renewed their orders and commiſſion to Mrary th 


the ſoldiers, for purſuing and chaſing after the rebels (as they de- mme 
ſigned them), more vigorouſly and violently, and to ſhoot, or o- the 

therwiſe put them to death wherever they did find them. ands 
In the midſt of this confuſion of ſlaughter and bloodſhed, Gon Ane 
cut off by death, February oth, 1685, that vile perſon, the author ente 

and authoriſer of all this miſchief, Charles II. who AntivchusAike, hem z 
came in peacably, and obtained the kingdom by flattery, ( Dun 


7 


open fi 


* 


ta) 
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„e trexcherouſly and Mosduy, and ime that Giched fg 
1 av. (2 Chron. ny died without being defired or lamente | 
WWSiſoncd, 28 was thought; by his unnatural popith brother. And, 
4 dtwithſtanding of all his baſtards, begotten in adultery and for- 
cation, at home and abroad, he died without any to ſucceed him; 
Wecept him that is ſaid to have murdered him. © Gop purſued vita 
ich the curſe of Hiel the Bethelite, for his rebuilding of that curſ- 
Jericho, Prelacy ; and of that impious and wicked tyrant Co- 
iab, ( Jer. xxii) for his treachery and cruelty; “ Thus faith the 
$ LokD, write ye this man-childleſs, a man that ſhall-not proſ- 
per in his days, for no man of his ſeed ſhall proſper, fitting any 
more upon the throne of 8 e e AUF. £4 
= 12t4/y, Notwithſtanding the abundant. proof that the Duke 
f York had given, in many inſtances, and in both kingdoms, of 
Wis being a vaſſal of Antichgſt, and notwithſtanding of his open 
ad public profeſſion of Papiſtry upon his brother's death, fairly 
rarning all what they might expect: Yet thoſe, who ſat at the 
elm of affairs, were not deterred from committing the reins of 
Wovernment into his hands; but contrary to the word of Gop, and 
Wundamental-laws of the lands, this profeſſed and excommunicat- 
d Papiſt, James Duke of York, was, anno 1685, proclaimed king 
pf-theſe once covenanted, but now treacherous and apoſtate lands, 
hereby they appointed themſelves a captain to return unto their 
antichriſtian bondage. To this grievous yoke, our infamous, per- 
ured, and apoſtate ſtate and council in Scotland, heartily aud 
oluntarily ſubjected themſelves and the nation, while others did 
t with reluQtancy ; careſſing and embracing with their deareſt and 
beſt affections, this enemy to Gop, and CRRIST, and his church 
wearing implicit and unlimited obedience unto him, and affert- 
ng his abſolute power and ſupremacy, indefeaſible and hereditary 
right, without ever ſo much as requiring him to take the corona- 
ion oath, or give the leaſt ſecurity for any thing civil or religi- 
dus (a depth of degeneracy, parallel to that eminency in refor- 
ation purity, from which they were fallen ) but laid the reins 
dn his own neck, that he might have full freedom for the ſatisfy- 
ng of his luſts, and fulfilling his wicked deſigns. This laid fe- 
Wigion, liberty and all, at the mercy of abſolute power and popiſty 
Fyranny; and ſtill more and more cut off the people of God from 
aving any hopes of mercy from their bloody enemies ; on the con- 
Wrary the Duke of Tork, in his letter to his firſt parliament, re- 
ommends and requires them to leave no means unattempted, 
Wor the extirpation of the poor wandering ſufferers, whom he 
 Prands with the odious names of murderers and aſſaſfins, wild and 
human traitors, G And theſe his ready ſervants and bloody 
xxecutioners, came nothing ſhort of his orders in the execution of 
n ſo that there were more murdered in cold blood in the 
en fields, without all ſhadow of law, trial of ſentence, mote” 


. 
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Eur in Argyl declaration, (although there were many things in it 


then, and afterwards diſcovered themſelves, to be enemies to the 


ga ſſociating and joining with them in their compliances; although, to 
- the.conyidtion of all-unbieficd minds, they fully vindicated thetn- 


_ © true loyalty, and peasenble behaviour, they may hive the pro- 
*4ccion of his laws, without lying under obligationstheir religion 


* 


tion at Sangubur, May 28th, 1685 ; wherein approving of, and ad- 


| 5 joined at length for their fo doing 3——again(t all kinds of 


againſt them, approving and ratifying of former acts for raifing the 
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baniſhed and ſold av ſlaves, condetnned-and execnted; r in the Wk c 

ke of this-uſurper, than in all the time of the-fotmer tyrant, ' 
As the honeſt ſufferers, confiltent with their teſtimony : for 
zruth, in oppoſition both to the ſeeret and open ſubverters of the 
cauſe and ſtate of Zion's quarrel with her enemies, conid not eon. 


materially good, and worthy of commendation) nor join in a military 
aſſociation with him, on account (among other things) of the too 
promiſcuous admiſhon of - perfons to truſt in that party, who were 


uſe: Yer, againſt this uſurpation of a bloody Papiſt, advatcinghin'. i 
to the throne in ſuch a manner, they publiſhed another dectara- 


ering to all their former declarations, and confidering that ume: iſthey 
te of York, a profeſſed and excommunicated Papiſt, was =_ * 
mp 


imed ;—— They proteſt againſt ſaid proclamation with 6 


opery, general and particular heads, as abjured by the national 
covenant;——againſt its entry again into this land, and every thing 
that doth or may directly or indirectly make way for the fame, Gt. 
After this, Mr. Rentwict and his followers were-:expoſed to tbe 
greater fury of their adverſaries ; more cruel edits were given forth 


5 — cry, We. whereby their calamities were very much increaſ- 
beſides the ſlandets of profeſſed friends on account of theit not 


ſelyes from all their injurious: reflect ions. . 
The extirpation-of the Preſbyterian intereſt, nay, the ſuppreſſion 
of the Proteſtant religion in general, rhe reintrodudtion of Popery, 
and. plunging the nations in antichriſtian darkne&s and tyranny, 
being the long concerted defign of this popiſh bigot now got into 
the throne he reſoſves to lofe no time, and leave no ſtorie unturn- 
ed for the proſecution and accompliſhment thereof And having 
made tolerable progreſs in theexecuticn of this his favourite ſcheme 
(altbough not without oppoſition) in England, he turns himſelf to 
gcatland, expecting an entire acquieſcence in bis pleaſure there, 
having found. the fürſt parliament which began 23d May, 1685, 
ſo much according to his on heart; in their hearty and ſineefe 
affer of their lives and fortunes, to aſſiſt and defend and maintain 
him in his rights, prerogatives; ſacred, ſupteme, and abſolute 
power and authority, Sr. Wherefore, the parliament being to 
meet again, April 29th, 1680, in his letter to them, He heartily 
tecommends to their care his innocent Roman Catholſe fub- 
$ jecte, to theend, that asthey have given good experienet; of their 


* 
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could not admit of; that all penal laws made agaluſt them migh 
WS berepeated,” Cr. But though many were fot obtiging their King 
this particular 3 yet it couid not be carried without debates and 
Nong objections: fo that, diffolving the parkatnent, what he tould 
wot obtain there, with any ſhew or face of law, be effectuates by 
ittue of the pr tive royal and abſolute power, in a let- 
er to bis privy council, and prociamation' incloſed bearing date, 
February 12th, 1687, granting a royal toleration. I,, To moderate 
Pteſbyteriatis, clogged with a number of grievous eraſtian condt- 


Stions and reſtrictions, as uſual. 24h, To Quakers and other 


| 
1 


Nenthuſiaſts. 34d), 'To'Papifts, abrogating all penal ſtatutes made 
Negainſt them, and making them in all reſpects free. And fo devot- 
Jed were the privy council to his intereſts, that without helitatioh 
Sthey publiſhed the "proclamation, aud wrote back to the kin 
„ That his orders were punctually obeyed, —thanking him for 
* this further proof of his favours to all his ſubjects. Thus, this 
champion for Satan and Antichrift, proceeded with his wicked 
defGign, and ſo far ſucceeded ; all kinds of Papiſtry were publicly 
praiſed, and many churches converted to mats chapels: For 
before this by the king's letter to his privy council, of Auprt 2 15 | 
1686 Papiſts were allowed the free exerciſe of theit religion, thi 
founcil required to ſupport and maintain them therein, zud the 
royal "chapel at Holyrbodbonſe ordered to be repaired for popith 
ſervice: By which means, à door was opened for that ſwärm df 
Jeſuits and priefts, afcending as locuſts out of the bottomlefs pit, 
which quickly overſpread the lands. But notwithſtanding of all 
this indulgence and royal tole ration granted to theſe three fore- 
ry mentioned parties, there is no favour nor merey for thefe ho- 
fon neſt and faithful ſufferers and 8 contenders _ oy | = 
/; BY reſts and prerogatives royal of Jesvs CHRIST, againſt his facrt- 
legious = — —— of the ſame. But while he 
thinks fit to give caſe (as himſelf ſays) by this means, to tender 
conſciences, he at the fame time ſignifies his higheſt indignation a- 
paint thofe enemies of Chriſtianity, (he means popery) as welt as 
rnment, and human fociety, the field-conventiclers, whom 
e recommends to the council to root out with all the ſeverity of 
the laws, and the moſt rigorous proſecution of the forces, it be- 
ing equally his, and his people's concern to get rid of them. In 
conſequence of this, all their artillery is directed againſt the Rev. 
Mr. James Renwick only, and that poor; afflidted, and perſecuted 
people that adhered to him, (all others being comprehended in the 
pretended liberty granted) fo that they were proſecuted with fire 
and word, and according to the utmoſt ſeverity of their wicked 
laws made againft them, and a reward of an hundred pounds Ster- 
ing offered by the bloody council to any that ſhould bring in Mr. 
Nen et to them, either dead or alive: But he having his gen- 
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eration work” allotted and cut out for him by Gop, was preſerved — 


_ © thisipropoſal did not take, nor anſwer his deſign, in a lettet he 


K 8 K 
aud kept from, falling into their hands, until that he bad f. 


niſhed the work his Maſter had given him to do, notwithſtanding al . 
all that helliſn and antichriſtian rage and fury wherewith they them 
did purſue him. About the beginning of the year 1686, he, u achers 
oonjunction with Mr. Alexander Shields, who bad lately joinei n) or ar 
bim, wrote the informatory vindication, by way of reply to various 1efit of 


accuſations in letters, informations and conference, given forth a- 
gainſt chem and their people, wherein they vindieate, clear, and juf. 
tily themſelves from the Dy and falſe charges, {landers and re- 
pProsches caſt upon them by their enemies, as may be ſeen in ſaid 

| hook... About this time alſo, Mr. Shields ſet about writing bis 
Hind let lage, (which was publiſhed next year) or, An hiſtorical 

repreſentation: of the teſtimonies of the church of Scotland tor the 
intereſt of Car. sT, with the true ſtate thereof in all its periods; 
wherein he aiſo ſolidly, ſoundly, and judiciouſly vindicates the 
pre ſent teſtimony, in all the principles thereof, as ſtated, againſt the 
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popiſh, prelatical and malignant enemies of that church for the Mhapels, 

| ives..of CHRIS, the privileges of the church; and the li- junctior 

ties of mankind, and ſealed by the ſufferings of a reproached night any 
remnant of  Preſbyterians there, witneſſing againſt the corrup- Ind his g. 
tions of the time. 8 17 F - [Hf pcobibi 
Whilſt theſe two loving and faithful fellow-labourers were thus Ind acts c 
Induftrioufly exerting themſelves for the propagation and. vindica- dpes, n 
-tion:of the perſecuted. goſpel, and cauſe of CHRIST; that fiery Much as ſh 


Jeſuit, popiſh tyrant, and enemy to Gop and man, the Duke of 
York, and bis popiſh party, were equally induſtrious on the other 
hand, to promote their grand deſign of utteriy extinguiſhing che 
light of the goſpel, and bringing in Amickcif, with all his poi 


tour; an 
grace and 
heſe mee 


heſe libe 


ſonous and helliſh vermin, and abominable idolatries; and that, Way, fur 
with all the murdering violence, diabolical ſubtilty and malignant Make a pi 


rage that HELL and ROH could invent and exert. He had for- 
metly publiſhed a proclamation, (as is noticed above) grauting a 
lawleſs liberty to ſeveral ſorts of perſons therein ſpecified, called 
- His farſt indulgence; but breathing nothing but threatenings and 
flaughter againſt the people of Gop, who ſtood firm to his cauſe. 
But withal, this proclamation. .enjoined an oath in the room of all 
oaths: formerly, impoſed, to be taken by all that wiſhed to ſhare in 
his royal Favour; wherein they ſwore, not only abſolute ſuhjecti- 
on and paſſive obcdience, never to reſiſt him, not only on any 
tence, but for any cauſe, let him do, or command to be done 
what he would; but alſo, abſolute, active obedience, without re» 
ſerve: That they ſhall, to the utmoſt of their power, aſſiſt, de- 
« fend and maintain him, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, in the exer- 
. « ciſe of their abſolute power and authority, againſt all-deadly.” 
This was ſo palpably groſs.and odious, that it was . diſdained., and 
abhorred by all that had common ſenſe. Wherefore, finding that 
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council, bearing date about a mont aſter the former, he endea- 


639 
+3-to mend the matter, and et it out in another dreſs," pre - 


ng ding that they had miſtaken his meaning in the former, and ſo 
vey them know, that it is his pleaſure now, that if the preſbyterian 
.n WMeachers do ſcruple to take the oath, (contained in the proclama- 
ned 1 dn) or any other oath whatſoever, they notwithſtanding have the. 
ous nefit of his indulgence, (without being obliged to take the oath) 
2. 1 ovided they obſerve the conditions on which it was granted. But 
ul. is not having the deſired effect neither, it is followed with the 
re. q ird indulgence or toleration emitted by proclamation, dated 28th 
aid ne, 1687, excellently well calculated for obtaining his end; where- 
his q , after a ſovereign declaration of his intention to maintain his 
cal 4 chbiſhopsand biſhops, he does, by his ſoyereign authority, pretoga- 
the ire royal, and abſolutepower, fuſpend, ſtop, and repeal, all penal 


; bd fanguinary laws, made againſt any for non- conformity to the 
Eligion eſtabliſhed by law; granting liberty to all the ſubjects to 


the Peet and ſerve Go p, after their own way, in private houſes, or 
the apels, or places purpoſely hired or built for that ufe, with an 
li. WWjunCtion to take care, that nothing be preached or taught that 
ned Whipht any way tend to alienate the hearts of the people from him 


nd his government. But, notwithſtanding the premiſſes, ſtrict- 
y prohibiting all field meetings, againſt all Which, all his laws 
nd acts of parliament are left in full force and vigour; and all his. 
dges, magiſtrates and officers of forces commanded to cute 
ch as ſhall be guilty of ſaid field conventicles, with the urmoſt rĩ- 


of our; and all this, under pretence, that now after this his royal 
her race and favour, there is not the leaſt ſhadow of excuſe left for 
the BWheſe meetings: Wherefare he is confident, that none will, after - 
0i- Whcſe liberties and freedoms given to all to ſerve GoD in their own' 


ray, further preſume to meet in theſe aſſemblies, except ſuch as” 
nake a pretence & religion, to cover their treaſonable deſigus a- 

zalnſt his royal perſon, and the peace of his government. 

The moſt of the preſbyterian miniſters in Scotland took the bene - 

it of this wicked and boundleſs toleration, chiefly deſigned in fa- 

our of Papiſts. And a large number of them being met at 
dinburgh, agreed upon, and, in name of all the'reſty ſent an ad- 

reſs of thanks to the tyrant for his toleratiog sta with the 

oft lothſome and blaſphemous flatteries, to the diſhonsur'of Gop, 

e reproach of his cauſe, and the betraying” of his church: For, in 

is addreſs; dated July za tſt, 1687, deſigning themſelves: the loy- 

ſubjects of this deſtroyer of true religion aud liberty, they of- 
red him their moſt humble and hearty thanks for his favour be- 
ved, and bleſs the great GoD who put it into his heart to graut 

em this liberty, which they term a great and ſurpriſing favour, | 
rotelkag-their-fixed reſolution ſtill to maintain an entire loyalty, . 
oth in their doctrine and practice (conſonant to their own princes  _ | 
es, which, according to the holy fcriptures, are contained inthe} 
in of- Faith ) and they humbly beſeech, that any who pro-+ 

oe diſloyal principles and practices (as they diſown them), map 
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burg ba and called to ſeal his above teſtimony, with, all his er 
| contendiogs againſt Popery, Prelsey, Eraftianiſa, and all defes- 


— 


6) 


nat. be looked. upon as any of thgirs, whatever name they may al. . e 
ſume to themſelves : And 2 1 . addreſs comes from the 1 
plain ness sad Gncerity af loyal and thankful hearts, lo they-ver =... 
much. engaged, by his royal faxour, 10 continue their fervent . I. d 
prayer to the King of kings, for divine illumination and conduct, - 
and all other bleſings both ſpiritual and temporal, ever to attend ebe be. 
2 y i 
his perſon, and. government, Sc, Thus theſe men made them - fuffere. 
ſelves naked to their ſhame, and declared to the world that they We” a 
did only preſumptuouſly arrogate to themſelves the name of Pre. 5 * 
byterians; whereas, in reality, they wete quite another kind oi nes co 
cxeatures, acting diametrically oppaſite to preſbyterian principles, Mit, to qr 
in, congratulating, extolling and jultifying a tyrant, for ane ts reco 
to himſelf a blaſphemous abſolute power, whereby he ſuſpends, and i patt of 
ale als all penal laws againſt idelaters, and gives a toleration fo hit nor f 
errors. 8 - #4 ; Wi 4 ; 1 1 N 7 | 
But whilſt theſe pretended Preſbyterians, who all along loved e 
peace better than truth, and preferred their own eaſe before the Mr. I 
concerns of their Maſter's glory, were thus ſheltering themſelves Hesos, tt 
under this refuge of lies, true preſbyterians, who kept by preſby- Mpught bis 
terian principles, and acted a faithful part for CHRIS r, refuſing to fe glory 
bow dawn to the idol of ſupr S mary, which the tyrant had-ſet vp, nd libert 
or to pay any regard to his blaſphemous coleration, were purſued, BF-, Pre 
rſecuted, and fJain, without pity or compaſſion, allthe außer of ie {caffo! 
the court Deng levelled againſt them for their deſtruction, becauſe BWctyr, h 
they would ftili reſerve to themſclves the liberty wherewith Who carri 
nis r had made his people free, and not exchange it for one ſh, all the 
from Antichriſt, reſtricted with his reſervations and limitations; Nelds: O 
ſa that, (as Vir. Sala teile ur in his 2ccount af Nr. Zames Ren- Nunihry, 
wick's life), in leſs than five montbs after the toleration, there Hentment 
were fiſteen moſt deſperate ſearches particularly for him, both of ng perv 

foot, and horſe : And, that all encouragement might be given to Whonths, 
any who would Teige him, a proclamation was iſſued, dated ¶ence, ov 
Oclaher 18th, Authoriſing all, officers civil and military, ta ap- d, and e 
«« prehend and ſecure in firmance his perſon, with ſome others; Mal and u. 
aud for encouragement, enſuring the ſum of 100 f. Sterling ver into 
« for taking him or them, dead or alive.” In the midſt of all Hut, lth 
theſe hazards, this unwearicd and faithful labourer did notwith- A and de 
anding- continue at his work, in preaching, catechifng, Cc. National 
and the Lok p ſtill preſerved bim from falling into the enemy's an tyrar 
hand, until he had finiſhed that piece of generation work, in Wi this tin 
drawing up a full aud faithful teſtimony againſt Tors toleration, hut CR 
and ſot the covenants and work, of. reformation, We. which be rvants, 
ve in to a meeting of Preſhyterian miniſters at Edinburgh on Wilding « 


e 417th. of January, 1688 ; and going thence to Fife, whither 
be was called to preach, in his return, was apprebended at ain. 
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fem the land's attainments in reformation, with his „ 
ich he did in the Craſs-market of Edinburgh, on the 1th of 
„, 1688, with a remarkable and extraordinary meaſure. of + 
Lok D's gracious preſence and ſpirit, not only in this part of 
s ſufferings, but all the time of his impriſonment ; the Lonn 
feby bearing - witneſs both to the truth of that cauſe for whic 
ſuffered; and alſo teſtifying his gracious acceptance of his fi 
ings, and of the free-will-offering of his life, which he laid 
WD wi for his fake. And as neither the violence nor flattery of e- 
mies could prevail with this faithful confeſſor and martyr him- 
f, to quit with one hair or hoof of what belonged to CHRIST; 
be recommended to the poor fcattered remnant which he left, 
Ws part of his dying counſel, to keep their ground, and not to 
it nor forego one of theſe deſpiſed truths, which he was affur- 
W the LoxD, when he returned to bind up the breach of his peo- 
e, and heal them of their wound, would make glorious in the 
arth.” Thus that worthy miniſter, and now glorified martyr of 
Eso s, through a chain of ſuffermgs, and train of enemies, 
dught his way unto an incorruptible and immortal crown of end- 
ſs gloty: He was the laſt that ſealed the teſtimony for religion 
nd liberty, and the covenanted work of reformation, againſt Po- 
ery, Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, and tyranny, in a public manner, on 
e ſcaffold with bis blood. After the death of this renowned 
artyr, he was ſucceeded by the eminent Mr. Alexander Shields, 
ho carried on, and maintained the teſtimony, as it was ſtated; 
all the heads and clauſes thereof, continuing to preach in the 
elds : On which account, he, and the people who attended his 
iniſtry, were expoſed for ſome time longer, to the fury and re- 
entment of their enemies. But their power, which they had ſo” 
dng perverted and abuſed, quickly came to a period: For in a fewr' 
onths, Gop, in his righteous judgment and adorable provi- 
ence, overturned that throne of iniquity on which they depend» 
d, and expelled that inhuman, cruel monſter, from his tyranni- 
al and uſurped power, upon the PRINcE of ORANCE's coming 
vet into England, in the beginning of November that ſame year. 
ut, altho' the Lok p at this juncture, and by this means, reſcu- 
d and delivered our natural and civil rights and privileges in a 
ational way, from under the oppreſſion and bondage of antichriſ- 
an tyranny, arbitrary and abſolute power; yet the Revolution, 
this time, brought no real deliverance to the church of Gap -: 
Wut Cars 7's rights“, formerly acquired for him by his faithful 
Wrvants, lay ſtiſt buried under the rubbiſh of that antichriſtian 
ilding of Prelacy, erected on the ruins of his work in this land; 
© Chrift's 15 ; L 2 TI a 
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But che rights of Chriſt myſtical, that is, of the church, or, of bi truth, 
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and be {piritual liberties and privileges of bis-houſe.. remained, a « 

and do. {ti | remain: under the bg of Eraſtianiſm, ſupremacy, e 2 
toleration, Wc, For it is well known that although this man, om ev 
40 Teas deſtroyed Baal out of 1/rae!, yet he departed not from WF But t 


1 e fins of Feroboam, wherewith he made Hrael toſin.”.. ane 
About this time, the united ſocieties having no actual miniſter oſals, | 
ſince Mr Remnwick's death, (Mr. Shields being only preacher) ſent porti: 
over ſome commiſſioners. from their genetal meeting to Embden, bt 2 
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Ailpenſed the ſacrament of the Loxp's ſupper near Leſinabago in 
Clydeſdale, and continued to preach to the people for about four od of 
months, till the firſt general aſſembly (fo called) met at Tony 

4... 1689-90. At which time, he, with his two brethren, courſe, 
in their own name, and the name of their people, . preſented a pa- ¶ Noſs retri 
Fe to that aſſembly, containing the terms, on which they andi What 


one of the united provinces, to bring over Mr. Thomas aim, 1 dra 
young. man whom they had fent thither ſome years before in Mr. one, h 
Renwick's time, to the univerſity there, and for ordination. . In nd wh 
conſequence hereof, the ſaid Mr. Linning came home, with teſti- oor pec 
monials of his ordination to the miniſtcy by the claſſes at Zmbder; Mrdinand 
and in conjunction with Mr Shield and Mr William Boyd, (any om the 
ther of their miniſters, who bad alſo come from Holland about 
this time) renewed-the covenants national and ſolemn league, and Mil his u 
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their people would join in communion with them; only craving, Mepriory-1 
that they migbt all join in humbling themſelves before the Lok p, 
and acknowledge and bewail their fathegs, their own, and the 
Tand's many and heinous iniquities, and bftaches of covenant be- 
fore they proceeded to any other buſineſa, and ſo have their public 
ſins, and ſcandalous complianees waſhed away by repentance, and 
calling upon the name of the Loxp J=svs: That they would>oful de 
Purge out from among them all ignorant, jnſufficient, beterodox, Med: Due 
and notoriouſly ſcandalous miniſters, ſuch as, by information, ac-ſWeon : the 
cuſation, of orherways, were guilty of the blood of the ſaints, c. Neat anc 
But theſe propoſals were reckoned unſeaſonable and unpracticable, rant hei 

tending rather to kindle contention, than compole diviſion, and ſo Wall whict 
- were,thrown over their bar. "The generality of theſe men were ſo eeeding 
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unged and polluted in the ditch of detection and apoſtacy, that 1}, Ti 
ey could not think of the -drudgery of cleanfing themſelves in nd othe 
GoD's way, by a particular and public confeſſion of, and humilia- Nolutions 
tion for their own and the land's public fins, but choſe rather to fit into plac 
down filthy and polluted as they were, and preſume, in the mjdit ¶ ormatio 
their abominations unrepented of, to approach Gop's holy WP Chron. 
things, which, how provoking to heaven, let GoD in his word bel eformin, 
Judge, 1/a. li. 11. Hog. ii. 13, 14 2 Chr. xxx. 3 Ezek, xliv. W*mbly d 
10. Nay, it is but too, too evident, that for this caufe, Gov then 5th, 16. 
aid them undet that awful ſentence, Rev. xxii, 1, „Him that WFP? publi 
is filthy, let bim be filthy ſtilt;“ or that, /. xxii. 14. For 2 8 
n. 
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2 providenee to that important and moſt neceſfary fluty; fo, e- 
once, they have been ſo much the more fo, and have gone on 
= om evil to worſe. rn B 1 31 2 
Bat to return to our purpoſe: The two brethren, Meſſrs. Lin- 
ng and Boyd, upon the rejection of the above ſaid paper of pro- 
Woſals, intending to unite with them at auy rate, gave in another, 
Wnporting their ſubmiſſion to the aſſembly; which paper, Mr. 
eldt alſo, through their influence, inſinuations and perſuaſions, 
„eas drawn in to ſubſcribe and adhere to; which be had never 
| 6 one, had he not fallen, by. the means of theſe falſe - brethren, 
. 11 ed which, tis ſaid, he ſadly repented afterwards; Thus, the 
-WSoor people were again left deſtitute of miniſters, and public goſpel 
'; WSrdinances until the Rev. Mr. ahn Macmillan acceded to the in, 
om the public judicatories of the revolution church, in the year 
706 And their kind friend, Mr. Linning, to make amends for 
il bis miſdemeanors, and in return for the charges the ſocietits 
eee at about his education, at home and abroad; did them that 
ood office, to write, and load them with calumnies and flanders 
o the univerſities in the Netherlands, whether they had had re · 
ourſe, formerly in like caſes; ſo that all acceſs for having their 
os retrieved from that quarter, was blocked up. | ou 
andi What is thus briefly hinted above, may ſuffice to afford ſome 
| thriory-view of the riſe and progreſs of religion and reformation 
| thele lands, eſpecially in Scotland ; until, as a church and na- 


the / Dion, our kingdom became the LoxD's, by the ſtricteſt and moſt 
be-Mntimate federal alliance, and the name almoſt of every city, was, 
blicſ{W HE LORD TIS THERE : Together with the general Rate and 
andWeondition-of the church and land, from the fatal juncture of out 


»Luld ful decline, unto the end of the above-mentioned bloody peri- 
lox, od: Due faithfulneſs gr ſome, in this time of trial and temptati- 
Mn : the defettisu and back-fliding courſe of others; and the 


reat and avowed wickedneſs of the reſt, extended unto an exorbi · 
ant height of ſavage inhumanity, irreligion and impiety. Upon 
all which, the preſbytery, in duty to Gop, the preſent and ſuc- 


eeding generations, find themſelves obliged to teſtify, * 
1, Theit hearty approbation of the faithfulneſs of ſuch miniſters 


s in end others, who oppoſed, and fairhfully teſtified againſt the public re · 
ilia · Nolutions of church and ſtate, framed in the year 1651, for receiving 
o {it Mnto places of power and truſt, malignant ene mies to the work of re- 


ormation, contrary to the word of Go, Ex. xviti. 21. Drut. i. 13. 
= Chron, xix. 2,—and to all acts of aſſembly and parliament in the 
forming period in favours of Religion and Reformation: 'The aſ- 
Fembly diſclaiming the reſolutions, as appears from their act, June 
7th, 1646, ſeſſion 14th, entitled, 44 for cenfuring the compliets with 
be public enemies of this church- and kingdom: And their ſeaſon- 
able and neceſſary warning, June 24th, ' 1049, . fein 27th; where 
They judge it a great and ſcandalous provocation, and priev- 


n „ 5 
and the K liberties and privileges eges of bis houſe . remained, 5 


and do ſtill remain under the bondage of Eraſtianiſm ſupremacy, Wl | af ar 
Myeration, Dc. For it is well known that althoug h this man, m ey 
© Fehu-like, deſtroyed Baal out of 1/rael, yet he del not fron But t 
a E Gns 'of Jeroboum, wherewith he made Ifrael to fin.”. 5 ing Ani 
About this time, the united ſocieties having no actual miniſter Woſals, - 
tice Mr Renwick's death, (Mr. Shie!ds being only preacher} ſent porti 
over ſome commiſſioners from their general meeting to Embden, iel 
one of the united provinces, to bring over Mr. Thomas e k. ras dr: 
young man whom they had ſent thither ſome years before None, h 
Renwick's time. to the univerſity there, and for ordination. od wh 
conſequence hereof, the ſaid Mr. Linning came home, with So Poor pe. 
monials of his ordination to the miniſtry by the claſſes at Embden; Wrdinant 
and in conjunction with Mr Shields and Mr Villiam Boyd, (ano - rom the 
ther of their miniſters, who bad alſo come from Holland about 706 
\ this tim e) rene ved the covenants national and ſolemn league, _ ll his n 
ene the ſacrament of the Loxp's ſupper near Le/mahago in ¶ Nrere at 
Clydeſdale, and continued to preach to the people for about gk ood of 
| months, | till the firſt general aſſembly (fo called) met at Edinburg: Wo the u 
gs 1689-90. At which time, he, with his two brethren, ourſe, 
in their own name, and the name of their people, . preſented a pa- Noſs retr 
What 


cir people would join in communion with them; only craving, _ 
that they.mightall join in humbling themſelves bets the Lok D, Vn theſe 
and acknowledge and bewail their fathegs,._their own, and the tion, ou 
Tand's many and heinous iniquities, and bfeaches of covenant be · intimate 
fore they proceeded to any other buſineſa, and fo have theic public Nr HE L 
ſins, and ſcandalous compliances waſhed away W e and onditio! 
calling upon the name of the Logp Jxsus: That they would fwoful de 
Purge out from among them all ignorant, 1 heterodox, Ned: The 
and notoriouſly ſcandalous miniſters, ſuch as, by information, ac- Nen: the 
cuſation, of otherways, were guilty of the blood of the ſaints, Sc. Migreat an- 
But theſe propoſals were reckoned unſeaſonable and unpracticable, tant hei 
tending rather to kindle contention, than compoſe diviſion, and ſo Hall whict 
were.thrown over their bar. The generality of theſe men were ſo Wceeding + 


G Ks to that aſſembly, containing the terms, on which they and 


unged and polluted in the ditch of detection and apoſtacy, that ' 1/8, T. 
her could not think of the -drudgery of cleanfing. themſelves in ſand othe 
0.D's way, by a particular and public confeſſion of, and humilia- {ſolutions 


into plac 
tormatio 
2 Chron, 


tion for their own and the land's public ſins, but choſe rather to fit 
ee filthy and polluted as they were, and preſume, in the midi 
x their abominations unrepented of, to approach Gop's holy 


things, which, how provoking to beaven, let GoD in his word bee formin 
Judge, Ig. li. 11. Hog. ii. 13, 14. 2 Chr. xxx. 3 Ezet xliv. Wembly d 
10. Nay, it 18 but too, too evident, that for this caufe, Gob then th, 16. 
id them undet that awful ſentence, Rev. xxii, 11. Him that WFP? public 


able and 


« is filthy, let bim be filthy ft) Rilt or that, Ja. xx: - iq. For 8] 
N They 


ir hearts were then hardened againſt God's call by his. word 


160 
d ptovidenee to that important and moſt neceſfary duty; fo, e- 
r bnce, they have been ſo much the more fo, and have gone on 
om evil to worſe. es R 
WF But to return to our purpoſe: The two brethren, Meſſrs. Lin- 
g and Boyd, upon the rejection of the above ſaid paper of pro- 
oſals, intending to unite with them at auy rate, gave in another, 
porting their ſubmiſſion to the aſſembly; which paper, Mr, 
helds alſo, through their influence, inſinuations and perſuaſtions, 
as drawn in to ſubſcribe and adhere to; which be had never 
one, had he not fallen, by the means of theſe falſe - brethren, 
nd which, tis ſaid, he ſadly repented afterwards, Thus, the 
ſti- Vor people were again left deſtitute of miniſters, and public goſpel 
Pr dinances until the Rev. Mr. Jabn Macmillan acceded to the mn, 
oom the public judicatories of the revolution church, in the year 
706 And their kind friend, Mr. Linning, to make amends for 
ll bis miſdemeanors, and in return for the charges the ſocieties 
in rere at about his education, at home and abroad; did them tha 
od office, to write, and load them with calumnies and flanders 
Wo the univerſities in the Netherlands, whether they bad had re · 
ourſe, formerly in like caſes; ſo that all acceſs for having their 
toſs retrieved from that quarter, was blocked up. | 7, 
What is thus briefly hinted above, may ſuffice to afford ſome 
u view of the riſe and progreſs of religion and reformation 
n thete lands, eſpecially in Scotland; until, as a church and na- 
ion, our kingdom became the LoxD's, by the ſtricteſt and moſt 
Intimate federal alliance, and the name almoſt of every city, was, 
THE LORD IS THERE : Together with the general Rate and 
ondition-of the church and land, from the fatal junCture of out 
7oful decline, unto the end of the above-mentioned bloody peri- 
od: The faithfulneſs of ſome, in this time of trial and temptati- 
on: the defection and back-fliding courſe of others; and the 
great and avowed wickedneſs of the reſt, extended unto an exorbi · 
tant height of ſavage inhumanity, irreligion and impiety. Upon 
all which, the preſbytery, in duty to Gop, the preſent and ſuc- 
ceeding generations, find themſelves obliged to teſtiſ r, 
-" 1f}, Theit hearty approbation of the faithfulneſs of ſuch miniſters 
and others, who oppoſed, and faithfullyteſtified againſt the public re · 
ſolutions of church and ſtate, framed in the year 1651, for receiving 
into places of power and truſt, malignant enemies to the work of re- 
formation, contrary to the word of Gop, Exad. xviil. 21. Deut. i. 13. 
2 Chron, xix. 2. and to all acts of aſſembly and parliament in the 
forming period in favours of Religion and Reformation: 'The aſ- 
embly diſclaiming the reſolutions, as appears from their act, June 
7th, 1646, ſeſſion 14th, entitled, 4 for cenſuring the compliemt with 
Public enemies of this church and kingdom. And their ſeaſon. 
Able and neceſſary warning, June 2/th, 1049, lion 27th; where 
They judge it a great and ſcandalous provocation, and griev. 


* 


— 


6 


« ous defeCtion from the public cauſe, to comply with theſe ma- 
* Hgnants,” Er. As alſo, AF 11th, Triennial Parliament of 
Charles 1. intitled, A# for purging the army of difaffefted - perſons 
to t he covenant and — of reformation.— And to the faithful warn- 


ings, given by general aſſemblies and parliament, even againſt the | - 


admiſhon of Charles II. to the regal dignity, when ſo evidently diſ- 
covering his diſingenuity, until once he ſhould give more ſatisfying 
proof of his fincerity ; fee act of the commiſſion at the Weſt Kirk, 
Auguſt 13th, 1650, where the commiſßon of the genetal aſſem- 
bly. conſidering, that there may be juſt ground of ſtumbling, 
from the king's majeſty's refuſing to emit the declaration 3 
him by the committee of eſtates, and the commiſſion of the 
ral aſſembly, concerning his former carriage, and reſolution for 
the future, in reference to the cauſe of Gor, and enemies and 
friends thereof; doth therefore declare, That this kirk and kin 
dom doth not eſpouſe any. malignant 2 quarrel, or interell, 
but that they fight merely upon their former grounds and princi- 
ples, and in the defence of the cauſe of Gop, and of the king- 
dom, as they have done theſe twelve years paſt : And therefore, 
as they diſclaim all the fin and guilt of the king and of his houſe, 
ſo they will not own him nor his intereſt, otherwiſe than with a 
ſubordination to GoD, and ſo far as he owns and proſecutes the 
cauſe of Gop, and diſclaims his, and his father's oppoſition to the 
work of Gon, and to the covenant,” &c. The which declarati- 
on being ſeen and conſidered by the committee of eſtates, was the 
ſame day approved by them. Thus, both church and ſtate exert- 
ed themſelves in the diſcharge of their duty, in order to obtain a 
ſettlement, according to the word of Gop, and the covenants, 
which were now become the magna charta of the privileges and li- 
berties of the nations, both civil and religious; and therefore, 
were ſworn to and ſubſcribed by Charles II. as was alſo the coro- 
nation oath, for the ſecurity and preſervation of the true religion, 
at his receipt of the royal power. 
- 2dly, The preſbytery teſtify and declare their approbation of the 
conduct of the faithful friends of CHRIST, before the reſtoration, 
who, adhering to the foreſaid fundamental conſtitutions of the nati- 
ons, both refuſed ſubjection unto, and teſtified againſt the uſurpati- 
on of Oliver Cromwell, and his accomplices, his invading the land, 
his antichtiſtian toleration of all ſectarian errors and herehes, threat- 
ening the ruin and deſtruction of the true religion, as well as liberty. 
This was particularly teſtiſied againſt by the ſynod of Fife, and o- 
thers, in conjunction with them, as wicked and 'intolerable, 25 
oppoſite unto, and condemned by the ſcriptures of truth, Jab xxxiv. 
17. Deut xiii. 1. to 12. Zech. xiii. 3. contrary to acts of aſſem- 
| bly and 8 made againſt malignants their being received 
into places of power and truſt, with whom theſe ſeQarians were 
compliers, ſuch as 4 16th of Aſemb, 1646, Seh. I 3th. Act 26th, 
. 2d, parliament, Charles I, &c. 
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Sah The preſbytery do hereby heartily approve and homo- 


! 


| 
f 

1 

: Fate the teſtimony borne unto the truths and royal prerogatives 
CHRIST, as King of Zion, by the witneſſes and martyrs: for the 

7 ame, from the Reſtoration anne 1660, to the late Revolution, by 
roteſtations, declarations, ſuffering confiſcation of goods, bonds, 
Wmpriſonment, baniſhment, all kinds of cruelty and futteringy e- 
en unto the death, (as noticed above,) by the impious revolters 
Wrom the righteous laws of Gop, and overturners of the juſt and 
quitable laws of men, both ſacred and civil ; to the maintenance 


ing, Mw hereof the greateſt part of theſe tranſgreſſors had bound them- 
ered Miſclves, by the moſt ſacred and inviolable obligations, which made 
ene- their wickedneſs the more daring and aggravated; and the tefti- 


dny of the ſaints againſt ſuch as had made themſelves ſo vile in 
the ſight of GoD, and all good men, the more juſtifiable, Fſal. 


ing-cxix. 139. My zeal hath conſumed me: becauſe mine enemies 
cel, „ have forgotten thy words And, as the doers of the law bave 
nci- che promiſe of juſtification by the great begiſlator, Rom. ii. 3. ſo 
ing- er ought to have the approbation of his people, for doing his 
fore, Wil a 4 | he & 


And, as the Spirit diſcovers the church's duty not to conſiſt 
only in bearing witneſs unto the truth, and juſtifying CRRIST'E 
confeſſors and martyrs, in their faithful adherence unto it; but alſo 
in teſtifying - againſt fin, and condemning the wicked for their 
rati- WF wickedneſs ; for which alſo, we have the precedent of the reform · 
s the ¶ ed and covenanted church of Sectland, both before, and during the 
xert- ¶ defection and wickedneſs of the forementioned period; Likeas, the 
ain a preſbytery did, and hereby do declare and teſtify, particularly, 
ants, WW - 1//, Againſt that prime aud leading ſtep of defection, the pu- 
d li- WS blic reſolutions, a ſcheme: projected by that arch-hypocrite and 
fore, Wl traitor to Gon, Charles II. for the reintroduction of men of the 
ro- ſame wicked and malignant ſpirit with himſelf, into places of pu- 
zion, ¶ blic truſt in the nation; men the moſt of whom had been former! 

excommunicated by the church, and excluded from all office- bear- 
the ing in the commonwealth by the ſtate, in their of act elaſſcs, as 


tion, being avowed and obſtinate enemies to GoD and to their coun» 
nati try. The which ſcheme, approved of and put in execution, with 
pati- Wy the.conſent of a corrupt part of the miniſtry of the church, called 
land, ¶ afterwards reſolutioners, made way for that fad and hloody ca- 
reat- Wi taſtrophe, which afterwards befel the poor church of CHRIST in 
erty. this land. 1 b | | 25 Ay 
ad o- 2dly, They declare and teſtify againſt the uſurpation of Oliver 
e, > Wl Cromwell, with thoſe who ſubjected themſelves unte, and owned 
xxiv. his authority; againſt his treacherous invaſion of this land, con- 
lem- WF £rary to the public oaths and vows, and covenaànt union of the 


eived 
were 


26th, 


nations; together with his ſectarian principles, and wicked tole- 
ration, then obtruded upon them e 
34%, They declare and teſtiiy againſt the reſtoration of Churſen 


. 


\ 
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II. 1660, unto the government of theſe covenanted lands, afte: 
he had ſo plainly diſcovered his ſpirit and defigns in the matter 
of the public reſolutions. On account of which treacherous and 
double dealing with-Gop and man, he was, in the Lord's. holy 
and adorable providence, juſtly fecluded from the goyernment, 
and lived at exile for the ſpace of ten years; but by means of his 
malignant public-reſolution friends, he was again, by might, tho 
not of tight, reſtored, without ſo much as his adherence ſought 
to thoſe baths, which he had formerly ſo ſolemnly ſworn Add 
to this, the church's ſinful filence thro' the influence of the back- 
ſlidden reſolution party therein, ſo that, at the convention of the 
pretended parliament, anne 1661, conſiſting moſtly of perſons 
_ of known diſaffection to the true religion, elected on purpoſe to 
ferve the king's traitorous defigns, there was not ſo much as a pro- 
teſtation for civil or religious liberties and privileges offered there- 
unto ; but the vile perſon (as he afterwards fully declared him - 
elf,) was peaceably, though illegally, exalted. ++ he 
_ © *athly, As the preſbytery find themſclves in duty bound / to teſ- 
tify againſt this moſt unhappy reſtoration of Charles II. ſo of ne- 
> aan Hort juſt conſequence, they declare againſt the whole of 
Bis ufurped and tyrannical adminiſtration, particularly againſt his 
blaſphemous and heaven-daring ecclefiaſtical ſupremacy, againft 
the act reſciſſory, declaring-null and void the covenants, preſby- 
terian church government, and all the laws made in favours of 
the true religion ſince the year 1638: The wicked anniverſary 
thankſgiving day, in memory of the reſtoration: The re-eftabliſh- 
ment of dioceſan and craftian Prelacy: His publicly and ignomi- 
— ce Agony, of our ſolemn covenants, after pretending to nul- 
 Tify their obligation : With all his cruelty, tyranny, oppreſſion and 
dloodſhed, under colour, and without form of law, exerciſed up- 
on'the-LorpD*s people, during the whole of his reign. 


© 


- *5rhly, They again teſtify againſt the treachery of theſe covenant- | 


ed lands, in their advancing (contrary to our ſolemn covenants and 
all ta and reaſon), James duke of Tork, a profeſſed papiſt, and 
avowed malignant, to the throne of theſe realms. | As, alſo they 
teſtify againſt his CHRIST dethroning ſupremacy, and antichxi- 
Ain nul ences and toleration flowing form that wicked foun- 
tain: His horrid and cruel maſſacring and murdering of the ſaints 
a 4 fervants of the Moſt. High; with ail his other wickedneſs 
briefly ſpecified in the foregoing narrative. TEN > TESTS 
pod the whole, the preſbytery declare and reftify- againſt all 

the affronts done unto the Son of Gop, and open attacks made 
upon his crown and kingdom z—all the different ſteps of apoſta- 
cy from a work of reformation; and all the helliſn rage and er u- 
elty exerciſed againſt the people of Gop during the fore ſaid peri- 


ah, 
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od of perſecution, carried on by theſe two impious brothers. 
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Containiog the VEE of the preſierys teflimony 3 the confitu- 
tions bath civil and ecelgſiaſtic at the late Revaluticn, anno 16893 
at alſo, againſt the groſs Eraſftianiſm and tyranny, that has attend. 
ed the adminiſtration both of church and ftate ſince that — 
Bowe ; with variaus inflances thereef, & e. 


* E * * 


FTER the Lond, for the forementioned 5 of 2B years, 

had on account of their manifold Gans, ſorely plagued this 
church and nation with the grievous yoke of prelatical tyranny, 
bloodſhed, oppreflion and fiery perſecution, and thereby had co- 
vered the daughter of Zion with a cloud in his Ee and caſt. 
down from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Iſrael, and had. 
thrown down in his wrath the ſtrong holds of the daughter of. 
Judah, yea, brought them down even to the gronnd; he was. 
pleaſed; in his holy ſovereignty, to put a ſtop to that barbarous 
crueity that was exerciſe] upon his people, at the laſt national 
Revolution, by the inſtrumentality of the prince and princeſs of 
Orange ; the which is the more remarkable, in that thaſe whom; 
the: Lox employed as the rod of his anger, to ſtrike off that 
monſtrous tyrant James duke of York from the Britiſh throne, were. 
natural branches ſprung up from the ſame ſtogk; And this at a 
junCtare when not only the church of CxrigT was in the great»: 
eſt danger of being totally extirpated, but the whole land in 
hazard of being again over whelmed with popiſh darkneſs and 
| idolatry. But although a very fit opportunity was then offered: 
the nations for reviving the long buried work of a covenanted re- 
formation both in church and ſtate, and re-eſtablithing all the 
ordinances of God in purity according to their ſcriptural inſtitu- 
tion: Yer, alas! how deeply is it to be lamented, that inſtead 
thereof, the multitude of his tender merties being forgotten, there 
was a returning, but not to the Moſt High; yea, a turning aſide 
like a deceitful bow; ſo that in many refpeCts, our national payne. 
| now increaſed above what it was in former times: Whereforg, as 


the preſbytery. defire with the utmoſt gratitude to acknowl 
the divine goodneſs, in givi 


my a reſpite from the hot furnace of, 
perſecution ; ſo they likewiſe find themſelves, in duty to their 


princely Maſter and his people, obliged to teſtify and declare a- 
gainſt foreſaid revolution ſettlement, in a variety of particulars. 


with the many defectians and backſlidings flowing therefrom. 


Likeas they hereby do teſtify againſt the conſtitutions both civil 


and eceleũ aſtic, at the Revolution, anno 1689, in theſe . 


ang for theſe reaſons: 
, Becauſe that in the civil conſtitution, theſe ae See 


ed together in a ſcriptural and covenantzd uniformity, unmigd- 8 | 


$ 


— 


Ful of their former eſtabliſhment upon a divine footing, wherein 
king and people were to be of one perfect religion, and the ſu- 
preme magiſtrate obliged by ſolemn oath to maintain and preſerve 
the ſame inviolable, did call and invite William and Mary, prince 


and princeſs of Orange, unto the poſſeſſion of the royal power in 
theſe lands, in a way contrary to the word of GoD, as Deut. xvii. 
15. “ Thou fhalt in any wiſe ſet him king over thee'whom the 
« LorD thy GoD ſhall chooſe : One from among thy brethren 
« ſhalt thou ſet king over thee : Thou mayſt not ſet a ſtranger o- 
e ver thee, which is not thy brother.“ 2 Sam. xxiii; 3 „ The 
« Go of Iſrael, faid, the Rock of Ifrael ſpake to me, He chat 
, ruleth over men, muſt be juſt, culing in the fear of Gop.” 

In oppoſition to theſe clear precepts, the nations did chooſe the 
foreſaid perſons to ſway the civil ſceptre over them, who were 


neither brethren by birth, nor religious profeſſion, being educated 


in a church where Eraſtianiſm prevails, as appears from their a- 
ſcribing ſuch an extenſive power to the civil magiſtrate, as is in- 
confiſtent with the intrinſic power of the church. Accordingly, 
| by. theſe principles, the ſaid prince of Orange did regulate his con- 
duct, in the aſſumption of his regal authority, conſenting to ſwear 
two diſtinct: oaths whereby he . obliged himſelf to preſerve and 
maintain the two diſtinct. and contrary religions (or modes of re- 
_ ligioug worship, Prefbytery and Prelacy, and ſo betrayed both to 
Gon and man his politic, worldly views, and proclaimed himſelf 
deſtitute of that truth and religious fear, which is the eſſential 
character of every -perſon, who may warrantably be inveſted with 
ſupreme authority over the Iſrael of Gop. And as they wanted 
ſcriptural, ſo likewiſe covenant qualifications, namely, known'in- 
tegrity, approved fidelity, conſtant affection, and zeal to the:cauſe 
and true church of Gop ; and therefore could not in a confiſtency 
with the covenanted conſtitution, and fundamental laws of the 
crown, be ſet up as king and queen of theſe covenanted lands. 
Again, as during the perſecuting period, the nations generally 
were involved in the guilt of perjury and deep apeſtacy, by the 
many ſinful contradictory teſts, oaths and bonds fn impoſed ; 
ſo, in a particular manner, thoſe who, by virtuF their birth 
and dignity, ought to have been the defenders of the nation's 
privileges both ſacred and civil, on the contrary, as privy coun- 
ſellors to the two impious brothers in their rage againſt the Logv 
and his Anointed, and as members of their iniquitous parlia- 
ments, (Where perverting equity and juſtice, tbey framed the 
rooſt heaven-daring and abominable miſchiefs into a law, and 
then with the- utmoſt cruelty proſecuted the ſame), had many of 
them brought themſelves under the fearful guilt of theſe atrocious 


crimes of murder, perjury, tyranny and oppreſſion; and thereby, 


according to the law both of Gop and man, had the ſame been 


duly executed ; not. only forfeited their lives, but alfo diveſted- 
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n themes * all juſt right and title to a the part of the vations 
1 3 tres, in chooſing and inſtalling any in the office of ſu- 
ve preme civil governor, until at leaſt they bad given ſuitable evi- 
ce. dence of their repentance Yet ſuch were the conſtituent mem- 
in bers of that committee of eſtates, and firſt parliament, employed 
11. in the Revolution ſettlement, | without ſo much as making any 
he ſaitable pews acknowledgment of their wickedneſs, in the ac- 
en tive band the generality of them had in the former bloody petſe - 
o- cution, as appears from a comparative view of the liſts of the 
he members of parliament, and particularly the duke of York's laſt 
lat parliament, with act ſecond of the acts and orders of the meetin 
of eſtates, anno 1689: Yea, by viewing the liſts of Fames VII. 
he his privy council, annexed by Modrou to the ſecond volume of bis 
ere hiſtory, it is evident, that a great number of the nobility alone, 
ed members of that bloody council, were alſo members of foreſaid 
a- convention of eſtates, the members of which convention, (ſeven 


in- biſhops excepted), were exactly the ſame with the members of the 

ly, bit partiament at the Revolution. For this, compate ſ:cond 20 

on- of the meeting of eſtates, with act firſt, parliament firſt of il. 

ear iam and Mary. By all which it is evident, that from princes 

nd bo had thus removed the bound, and diſcovered no juſt 'remorfe 

re- for their fins, there was little ground left to expect a happy eſta» 

1 to lih nent of religion, in reſtoring the flock of CHRIST to the 
ſelf fall poffeſſion of thoſe valuable privileges and liberties whetewitk 
tial he had made them free. 
rith The character of the conſtituent members being conſidered, the 

ted conſtitution itfelf, and wherein it is inconſiſtent with our coves 
in- nanted eſlabliſhment, and is therefore hereby teſtified againſt, 

zuſe comes net to be conſidered. Altho' the declaration of the meet- 
ncy ing of eftates iu this kingdom, containing their claim of right, 
comprehended much more of their civil liberties, and formal 
rights of government, than was enjoyed under the former mon- 


ally ſtrous tyranny, yet it by no means ſufficiently provided for the le- 
the sal cfiabliſhnggnr of our former happy reformed conſtieution, 
ſed; MW which neceſffa bliged the civil rulers to employ their power to 
irth waintain and defend, not only the doctrine, but alſo the Preſby- 


tetian worſhip, diſcipline and government, as the only and unal- 
terable form inſtituted by CHRIST in his houſe : Whereas this 
craves the abolition of Prelacy y, and che g ome of any ofhice 


2 I 


rlia- in the church above preſbyters in Scotland, hmply as it hath been 
the Wk great and inſupportable grievance and trouble to this nation, and 
and {Wcontrary to the inclinations of the generality of the people ever 
y of {Whince the reformation from Popery, without regarding the'divine 


nght of Preſbytery, and the contrariety of Prelacy to ſcripture — — 
revelation. In agreeableneſs to which demand, when the Art S 4 
parliament met in; Scatland immediately after the Revolution; which. 5 | 
begun the = of April 1689, in diet 3d, Sef. iſt, melde, 

G 
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a obo chang es they aboliſhed Prelacy for the fo 
fon, and further declare, Wo they will ſettle by law that church 
government in this kingdom, which is moſt agreeable to the in- 
elinations of the people Accordingly, in the ſecond ſeſſion of 
the ſame parliament, 4 5th, June 7th, 1640, the parliament e- 
Rabliſhing the Preſbyterian church government and diſcipline, as 
it had (gk ratified and eſtabſiſhed by the 114th 4, James VI. 
Parl 12th, anno 1 592, reviving, renewing, and confirming the 
foreſaid act of par/iament, in the whole heads thereof, except 
that part of it relating to patronages, afterwards to be confiddred 
of. Like wiſe, in the. above mentioned act at the Revolution, the 3; 
chapters of the We/tminfker Confeſſion of Faith, (excluſivegof the 
catechiſms, directory for worſhip, and form of church government, 
formerly publicly authoriſed, and covenants national and ſo- 
lemn . were ratified and eſtabliſhed by the parliament: e 
And the ſaid Confeſſion being read in their preſence, was voted Wl trodu 
and approved by them, as the public and avowed Confeſſion of tectic 
jhis church, without taking any notice of its ſcriptural authority. goſpe 
And further, in the ſame ſeſſion of parliament, by the royal was j: 
power allenarly, the firſt meeting of the general aſſembly of this land, 
church, as above eſtabliſhed, was appointed to be held at Edin- prote! 


rea- 


burgh the third Thurſday of Oftober following, the fame year 1690, Bu 
And by the ſame civil authority and foreſaid act, many of the mm 
- Churches in Scotland were declared vacant. ſcien 


ay, The preſbytery teſtify againſt the eccleſiaſtic conſtitution i {wear 
at the Revolution; particularly, in regard, 1/, That the mem: bond: 
bers compoſing the ſame, were no leſs, if not much mote excep- ſuadi 
tionable, than thoſe of whom the ſtate conſiſted; the whole of i dang: 
them one way or other, being juſt:y chargeable with unfaithful-W ſecur 


neſe to CurisT, and his covenanted cauſe, by finful and ſcandal - accor 
_ ous compliance with the public defections of the former times, or mani 
actively countenancing the malignant apoſtacy of the lands; and 
which will appear evident, by conſidering, that the Revolution As al 
church conſiſted of ſuch office-bearers, as bad, in contradiQtion i rulin, 
to their molt ſolemn covenant engagements, fal in with, and men, 
approved of the public reſolutions. And theſe public reſolutionen, tyran 
- who had betrayed the Lokp's cauſe, which they had in the mot other 
. folemn manner ſworn to maintain, were, without any public ac- Thus 
© knowledgment demanded or off-red, or adequate cenſure infl:ed pliers 
(even, after that the Lok D had remarkably teſtified his diſplea ey, b 
ſure againſt that leading ſtep of defection, by ſuffering theſe vi- broke 
pers, which we thus took into our boſom, to ſting us almoſt to ſins, 
death,) for this their ſcandalous defection and perjury, admitted, cenſ 


the p 
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and ſuſtained members of the Revolution church — Again, tbe 

Revolution aſſ-mbly conſiſted of ſuch miniſters as had ſhamefully 
changed their holding of CnRis r, and ſinfully ſubmitted; in the 
exerciſe of their miniſtry, to a foreign head, Charles IL who had, 
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by virtue of his blafphemous ſupremacy, and abſolute power, ta- 
ken tue power of the keys from CHRIST's minifters, and after- 
wards returning only one of them, { viz. the key of dectrine), to 
ſuch as accepted his Antichriſtian, church-deſtroying, and CHxIsr- 
dethroning indulgences, attended with ſuch fiafui limitations, and 
reſtrictions, as were utteriy inconſiſtent with miniſteri:] freedom 
and faithfulneſs, declaring the accepters to be men- pleaſures, and 
ſo not the ſervants of CHRIST; (of which above.) Of this ſtamp 
were the moſt of them, who, withowr any pub ic acknowlegment 
of that horrid affront they had put upon the charch's true HEAD 
dated to conſtitute and act as the ſupreme judicatory of the church of 
CHRIST, anno 1690 Again, the foreſaid aſſembly wasalmoſt wholly 
formed of ſuch as had petitioned for, accepted of, and pretended 
to return a Gop-diſhonouring letter of thanks for that blaſphemous 
unbounded toleration, which that popith tyrant; the duke of 
Wark (as is noticed formerly) granted with a ſpecial view to rein- 
troduce abjured Popery ; and therefore whilſt it extended irs pro- 
tection to every hereſy, did exclude the pure preaching of the 
goſpel in. the felds : Which toleration (according to Wedrow,) 
was joyfully embraced by all the Preſbyterian miniſters in Scet- 
land, the Honoured Mr. Rexwick only excepted, who faithfully 
proteſted againſt the ſame. 

But further, the Revolution afſembly did partly conſiſt of ſuch 
members, as, contrary to our ſolemn covenants, bad their con- 
ſciences dreadfully polluted, by conſenting unto, ſubſcribing and 
ſwearing ſoine on: or other of the ſinful wicked oaths, teſts and 
bonds tryannically impoſed in the perſccuting period, or by per- 
ſuading others to take them, and declining to give warning of the 
danger of them, or by approving of the warrantablencſs of giving 


ſecurity to the bloody council, not to exerciſe their migiſtry, but 
according to their pleaſure, 


Moreover, they were all in general, 
manifeſtly guilty of the fin of carrying on, and maintaining ſchiſm 


and defection from the covenanted church of CgaRrisrT in Scotland. 


As alſo, (which from the hiſtory of theſe times is evident , the 
ruling elders in that afizmbly, being generally noblemen, gentle- 
men, and burgeſſes, were moſtly ſuch, as had an active hand in the 
tyranny and perſecution that preceded, and in one reſpe&t or 


other, were ſtained with the blood of the MarTyRs of JEsvs, 


Thus, that aſſembly was chiefly packed up of ſuch corrupt com- 
pliers, as, one way or other, were deeply involved in the apoſta- 
cy, bloodſhed and cruelty of the preceding period, yet had not 
broken off their iniquities, by a public confeſſion of theſe crying 
fins, before that meeting; nor can it be found that any adequate 


. cenſure was inflicted on any of them for the ſame. Therefore, 
. the preibytery teſtify againſt the Revolution church, as conſiſting 
- moſtly of ſuch ſcandalous ſchiſmatical members, as could not, in 
| 2 * with the 9 Ts and laudable aQts of Ms 5 


| 
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edfoemes church, 94 been admitted to church privilgy far 
leſs to bear office 3 in the houſe of God ; until at leaſt, they had 
been duly purged from their oggravated ſcandals, and piven evi- 
dent figns of a real repentance, according to the word of Gor, 2 
chron. xxx. 3. Fot they could not keep the paſſover at that 
time becauſe the prieſts had not ſanctified themielves ſufficient- 
« ly. And Ezet xliv. 10. * And the Levites that are gone 
© away far from me. when Ifcael went aſtray, which went aftray 
4d away from me after their idols, they ſhall even bear their 
« iniquity.” ver. 13. And they ſhall not come near unto me, 
to do the office of a prieſt unto me, nor to come near to any of 
« my holy things, in the moſt holy place; but they ſhall bear their 
t ſhame, and their abominations which they have committed“ 
Next, the preſbytery declare and teſtify againſt the Revolution 
church, becauſe plainly Eraſtian, and utterly inconfiſtent with 
the covenanted conſtitution of the reformed church, of Scotland, 
anno 1648 The truth of which charge will appear obvious, from 
considering the act of parliament, on which the civil power ſeitled 
the conſtitution of the Revolution church, viz. 
VI. Part. 12th ; where inter alia, it is expreſly declared, © That 
i it ſhall be lawful to the kirk miniſters every year at leaſts and 


© oftener, pro re nate, as occaſion and neceſſity fall require, to hauld 


* and keepe general aſſemblies, providing that the king's majeſty, 


te or his commiſſioner with them, to be appointed be his highneſs 


& tobe preſent at ilk general aſſembly, before the diſſolving there- 
© of, nominate and appoynt time and place, quhen and quhair the 
& next general aemblic ſall be halden: And in cafe neither his 
66 majeſty nor his ſaid commiſſioner beis preſent for the time, in 


that town, quhair the ſaid general aſſembiy beis halden, then and 


“in that caſe, it ſhall be leſum for the ſaid general aſſembly, be 
te themſelves, to nominate and appoint time and place quhair the 
„next general aſſembly of the kirk fall be keeped and halden, as 
+ they have been in uſe to do theſe times bypaſt.“ Here, in this 


act, a manifeſt invaſion and traitorous attack is made upon the 


beadſhip end ſupremacy of CHRIST, as a Sox in, and over his 
own houſe. He who is Gop's anoitited King in Zion, and fits 


on the throne of his holineſs, is hereby robbed of his crown 


rights; the intrinſis power, the ſpicitua] liberty and freedom; 
granted by CyrrsT to his church, is encroached upon. It is a, 


reggived opinion among all true Preſbyterians, that the church hath 


an intrinſic power to meet in the courts of CttrIs T's houſe, from the 
loweſt to the higheit, by virtue of the power commirted to her by 
the Lord Ixsus CHRIST, without dependence onthe civil power. 
This is agreeable to ſcripture, Marth xvi 19, and xvii 18 19. 

where the apoſtles receive the keys immediately from the hands 
of CaRr15T their LoxD and Matte 
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Ue- conftant plea of the reforming arid reformed Preſbyterian 
church of Scotland. Let us hear what the renowned and faithful 
miniſter, and venerable confeſſor for CHRIST, the Rev. Mr. Jonn 
Wars, ſays to this particular, in his letter to the Counteſs of 
Wigtm from Blackneſs, 1606, when a prifoner for this ſame 
truth. Having aſſerted the independence of the church, the ſpi- 


oy, II of GY 1 


© two points, 1//, That CurisT is Heap of his church 2d, bat 


« cept CHRIST's : Theſe two points, I ſayare the ſpecial cauſes of 
« our impriſonment, being now convict as traitors for maintain- 


_-»=, ne. 


© the laſt teſtimony of our blood in confirmation thereof, if it 
« ſhould pleaſe our Gop tobe ſo favourable as to honour-us with 
« that dignity. Yea, I do affirm, that theſe two points above 


« $CEPTRE AND KINGDOM, are not ſubject, nor indeed can be, to 


« be glad to be offered up as a ſacrifice for ſo glorious a truth.” 
So far he. But now this aſſembly of treacherous men, by ſettling 
themſelves upon ſuch a conſtitution, have openly given up with 
this ſcripural truth and Preſbyterian principle, handed down to us 
and ſealed with the ſuffcrings and deareſt blood of the faithful 
Conress0Rs and MarxTYyRs of CHRIST, and have conſented 
that it is unlawful for the office-bearers in the Lox D's houſe to 
exert- their proper power in calling and appointing general zf- 
ſemblies, however loudly the neceſſity of the church may call for 


or may not do, according to his pleaſure. 1 

Again, it is evident, that the Revolution church is conſtituted 
n the ſame eraſtian manner with the late Prelacy in Scat/and. For 
proof of which, obſerve, that as Prelacy was never eccleſtaſtically 
aſſerted to be of divine authority, neither has preſbytery, by any 
explicit and formal act of afſembly at, or ſince the Revolution. 


liſſolved in the king's name, fo likewiſe are the aſſemblies of the 
xerciſe of his eraſtian ſupremacy over them, ſo the Revolution 


burch, inſtead of oppoſing, did take up her ſtanding under the 
overt of that antichriftian ſupremacy, and hath never ſince de- 


ritual kingdom of Cir Ist, upon any earthly monarch, and ber 
freedom to meet and judge of all her affairs; he adds, Theſe” 


« ſhe is FREE in her government from all other juriſdictions, ex- 


« ing thereof: We have been ever waiting with joyfulneſs to give 


te written,and all other things that do belong to Caur1s 7% cxowNy 


« any other authority, but to his own altogether : So that I would 


them, unleſs the king authoriſe their diet of meeting; which he may, 


\s the prelates high eccleſiaſtical court was called, adjourned and 


evolution church. As the Epiſcopalians owned the king, in the 


ined the exerciſe thereof. And as the civil powerjpreſcribed limits 
ato, and at pleaſure altered the prelatic church, fo this church hath, . 
epted of a formula preſcribed by the civil power, requiring, that 
i the ordinances within the ſame be performed by the mini-. 
s thereof, as they were then allowed them, or ſhould thereafter 
e declared by their authority, as af 23d, elf. Ach. park 


" > + 5 
1 10 * 


6540 


iſt, 1693. expreſſy bears. By what is above ſaid it may — 
that this church is eraſtian in her conſſitution But it is further 
to be obſerved, that the ptetent conſtitation is no leſs inconſiſtent 
with the ſcriptural and covenanted conſtitution of the church of 
Scotland, in regard that the retrograde conſtitution, to which the 
church fled back, aud on which the was ſettled at the Revolution, 
was but an infant ſtate. of the church, lately after har firſt reforma- 
tion from Popery, far inferior to her advanced ftate betwixt 1638, 
and 1649 incluſive. It was before the church had ſhaken off the 
intolerable yokes of etaſtian ſupremacy and patronages ; before ſhe 
had eccleſiaſtically aſſerted and practically maintained her-$P 1- 
| R«TVAL and SCRIPTURAL CLAIM of RIGHT, namely, the divine 
right of preſbytery, aud the inttinſic power of the church, the two 
ial gems of CHRIST's crown, as KING on bis holy hill of Zrox ; ; 
before the explanation of the national covenant, as condemning 
epiſcopacy the five articles of Perth, the civil power of church- 
men; before the ſolemn league and covenant was entered into; be- 
the Weſtminfler Conſeſſion of Faith, the Catechiſms larger 
and leſſer, the Directory for worſhip, Form of Preſbyterian church 
government, and ordination of miniſters, were compoſed; and 
before the acts of church and ſtate, for purging judicatories eccle- 
ſtaſtical and civil, and armies from perſons diſaffected to the 
cauſe and work of Gop, were made; and all theſe valuable pieces 
of reformation, ratified with the full and ample ſanction of the 
ſupreme civil authority, by the king's majeſty and honourable e- 
' ſtates of parliament, as parts of the covenanted uniformity in reli- 
gion betwixt the churches of CHRIST in Scutland, England and 
Ireland: And therefore, this R-volution conſtitution ag ounts to a 
ſbametul diſtegurding, yea, diſclaiming and burying much (if not 
all) of the reformation attained to in that memorable period, and is 
a virtual homologation and a lowance of the iniquitous laws at the 
reſtoration, anne 1661, condemning our GLORIOUS REFORMA- 
TION and SACRED COVENANTS, as Tebellion ; and is ſuch an ag- 
gravated ſtep of defection and apoltacy, as too clearly diſcovers this 
-. church to be faxed upon a different footing and to be called by an- 
other name, than the genuine cfispring of the true covengytcs 
church of CHRISTH in Scotland. 
iy: Besides what has been already noticed, reſpecting the Gnfultick 
bord of the members conſtituent, and the conſtitutions at the Re- 
rvolution; it is further obſerved as juſt matter of lamentation; thai 
at this period, when ſuch a noble opportunity was offered, nc 
Cuitable; endeavours were made for reviving the covenanted caul: 
and intereſt of our REDEEMER ; Do care taken that the city d 
the LorÞ ſhould be built upon ber own heap, and the palace fe 
main after the manner thereof: But, on the contrary, a teligic 
was then fab ſhed, not only exceeding far ſhort of, but in man) 
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uniſormity in religion, once the glory of theſe now degenerate 


iſles. The preſbytery therefore, in the next place, do teftify againſt 


the ſertlement of religion made at the Revolution, and that in 


theſe particulars following: my 
1/4, Inſtead of aboliſhing Prelacy in Eng/and and Ireland as it is 
had been abjured in the ſolemn league and covenant, and ſtands 
condemned by the word of Gop, and fundamental laws of the na- 
tions, couform to the divine law, it was then, with all its popiſh 
ceremonies anew ſecured, confirmed, and eſtabliſhed in both theſe 
kingdoms, as the true religion, according to the word of God, to 
be publicly proſefſed by alf the people 3 and the ſupreme civil ma- 
giſtrate ſolemnly [worn at his inauguration, both that he himfelf 
ſhall be of. the epiſcopal communion, and that he ſhall maintain 
inviolably the ſettiement of the church of England in the kingdoms 
of England and Jreland, and territories thereunto belonging. Thus 
the Revolution has ratified the impious overthrow, and ignomini 
ous burial of the covenanted reformation in theſe two 
kingdoms that was made in the perſecuting period, and has fixed 
a legal bar in the way of their reformation, in agreeableneſsto the 
facred oath the three nations brought themſelves under to Gon 

Almighty. My | | © es. ag 85 
. 2dly, As to the ſettlement of religion in Scotland, the preſbytery 
teſtify againſt it; , Becauſe it was a ſettlement, which, inſtead 

of homologating and reviving the covenant reformation between 
1638 and 1650, in profeſſion and principle, left the ſame buried un- 


der the infamous act reſciſſory, which did, at one blow, reſcind and 


annul the whole of the reformation, and the authority eſtabliſh- 
ing the ſame, by making a retrograde motion as far back as the 
year 1592, without ever coming one ſtep forward ſince that time, 
and herein ated moſt contrary to the practice of our honoured re 
farmers, who uſed always to begin where former reformations ſto 


and after having removed what obſtructed the work of reforma- 


tion, went forward in building and beautifying the houſe of the 


- LokD. ET 
bs, That this backward ſettlement at the Revolution, was a glaring 


aquiſhment of many of our valuable and happy attainments, 
he ſecond and moſt advanced reformation, (as ſaid is,) and con - 


ſequently, an open apoſtacy and revolt from the covenanted con- 
Ritution of the church of Scotland, is ſufficiently 
the foteſaid act of ſettlement 1690; where, (after having allowed 

of the Weftminfier Confeſſion,) they farther add, That they do 


evident, from 


* eſtabliſh, ratify and confirm the Preſbyterian church govern- 


ment and diſcipline, ratified and eftabliſhed by the 114th 4, 
james VI. parl. ttb, anno 1592 80 that this ſettlement in- 
cludes nothing more of the covenanted uniformity in theſt lands, 


than only the 33 articles of the Confeſſion of Faith, wanting the 


_ feripture proofs, Again, that the Revolution ſettlement of religi- 


4 : 3* tion from this ſettlemeut of religion, reſolved to let the whole of 


8 this particular to be again conſidered of, ſeeing patronages were 


* 
9 * 
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on did not aboliſk the act reſciſſory, nor ratify and revive any act, 
between 1638 and 1650, authorifing and <ſtabliſking « the work of 
reformation, is clear from the ſame, at: Wherein, after aboliſh- 
ing ſome acts anent the late prelacy in Scotland, they declare, 
That theſe acts are aboliſhed, ſo far allenarly, as the ſaid acts, 
and others, generally and particularly above mentioned, are 
„ Contrary or prejudicial to, inconſiſtent with, or derogatory from 
© the Proteſtant religion, or Preſbyterian church government now 
« eſtabliſhed.” Where obſerve, that this general clauſe is reſtrict- 
ed to acts and laws, in fo far only, as they were ccntrary to the 
religion ſettled in this act; and therefore, as this act includes no 
part of the covenanted tefdrmation, between 1638 and 1649. ſo 
this reſciſſory clauſe aboliſhes laws, not as againſt forefaid refor- 
mation, but only, in ſo far as they ſtrike againſt the Revolution 
ſettlement, which the act cefciflory could not do. Again, in ano- 
ther clauſe of the ſame act, it is added, Therefore their majeſ- 
« ties do hereby revive and ratify, and p=rpetually conbink. all 
& laws, ſtatutes, and acts of parliament, made againſt Popery, 
« and Papiſts.” The only reaſon that can be given for the reviv- 
al of laws, not againſt Prelacy, but Popery, when aboliſhing Pre- 
| lacy, is, that the pachament, excluding the covenanted reforma- 


„ 


it lie buried under the act reſcifſory, For as, in reality, there 
Were no laws made expreſly againſt Prelacy, before 1592, but a- 
gain Popery and Papiſts; fo, had they ſaid, Laws againſt Pre- 
lacy and Prelates, they thereby would have revived ſome of the 
_ made by the reforming parliaments, betwixt 1640 and 1650, 
wherein biſhops and all other Prelates, the civil p aces and power 
of kirkmen, &c. are expteſly condemned. Again, in the fore - 
*  Taid act, they confirm all the articles of the 114th , 1562, 
except the part of it anent patronages, which is to be afterwards | 
confidered. Now, had the Revolution parliament viewed. the 
reforming laws to haye been revived, and ſo the act teſciſſory to 
be reſcinded, by their AF 5th i690, they would not have leſt 


entitely aboliſhed by an act of parliament 1649; but having the 
Pall at their foot, they now aCted, as would belt ſuit with their po- 
litical aud worldly views. Once more obſerve, that when the Revc- 
lation parliament ratified the act 1592, they take no notice of its 
having been done before by a preceding parliament in 1649. All 
Willich platnly ſays, that the reforming laws and authority of the 
Parliamente, by which they were made, are not regarded, as now 
in force. To conclude this particular, If the ſettlement of religi- 
on, made in 1690, had revived and ratified the authority of. our 
reforn parliaments, and laws made by them, then, ay theſe 
_obligeWthe king to {wear the covenants before his coxgnationz py 
all pak to ſwear them, and obliged © to root aut Rags 
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tarianiſm, Oc. and to promote uniformity in doctrine, worſhip, 
diſcipline and government, in the three nations: to the Revolution 
ſettlement would have obliged all to the practice of the ſame duties, 
and that, before ever the king or any under him, could have 
been admitted to any truſt; while all that would not comply 
therewith, would have been held as enemies, not only to religion, 
but to their king and countty alſo, as was the caſe when the refor- 
mation flouriſhed : But as the very reverſe of this was authoriſed 
and practiſed at the Revolution, it convincingly diſcovers, that the 
ſettlement of religion made in 1090, left the whole of the refor- 
mation attained to, ratified and eſtabliſhed by ſolemn oaths and 
civil laws, betwixt 1640 and 1649, buried under that ſcandalous 
and wicked act reſeiſſory, framed by that tyrant Charles II. after 
his reſtoration. Nor is there to be found in all the acts, petitions, 
ſupplications aud addreſſes made by the aflemblies, at or fince the 
Revolution, any thing importing a deſire to have that blaſ hemous 


, eee which ſtands in full force, to the perpetual infamy 


diſgrace of the Revolution ſettlement of religion, ſo much 
gloried in by the greateſt part, as happily eſtabliſhed. 

24, The preſbytery teſtify againſt the Revolution ſorddenganit of 
religion, not only as including avowed apoſtacy from the covenants 
ed conſtitution of the reformed church of Scotland, aũd a traitor-" 
ous giving up of. the intereſts and rights of CarisT, our LoD 
and REDEEMER, in theſe lands, and eſpecial'y in this; but alto, 
as it is an eraſtian ſettlement, which will appear, by conſidering,” 


, The antiſcriptural method then taken, in eſtabliſhing religion: 


Inſtead of ſetting the church foremoſt in the work of the LorDy 
and the ſtate coming after, and ratifymg by their civil ſanction 
what the church had done; the Revolution parljiament inverted 
this beautiful order, both in aboliſhing Prelacy, ſettling Preſbyte- 
ry,” and ratifying the Confeſhon of Faith, as the ſtandard of doc- 
trine to this church; 1/4, In aboliſhing Prelacy, as it was not at 
the defire of the church, but of the eftates of Scotland; fo the 
parliament did it in an eraſtian manner, without conſult the 
church, or regarding that it had been aboliſhed by the reh, 
anno 1638, and by the ſtate 1640, in confirmation of what the 
church had done. Thus, 47 3d, 1689: *tis ſaid, * The king 
« and queen's majeſties with the eſtates of parliament, do hereby 

% abolith Prelacy.“ Again, when eſtabliſhing prefbytery, act 
th, 1690, they act in the ſame eraſtian manner, whereby the 
order of the houſe of GoD was inverted in the matter of govern- 
went; in regard the ſettlement of the government of the church, 

in the firſt inſtance, properly belongs to an eccl-fiaſtical judicato- 
ry, met and conſtituted in the name of the LoxD JesUs CHRISH; 
and it is afterwards the duty of the ſtate, to give the ſanction of | 
their authority to the ſame. | This Eraſtianiſm further ars in 
* Rent scondu&t with _ uato the dun 1 7. 
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gee aũ th, feof. 2d, park 1ſt, wherein thus they expreſs them. 
ſelves: © Likeas they, by thefe preſents, ratify and eſtabliſh the 
t Confeſſion of Faith, now read in their preſence, and voted and 
« approven by them, as the public and ayowed confeſſion of this 
church.“ Hence it is obvious, that the parliament, by ſuſtain- 
ing themſelves proper judges of doctrine, encroached upon the 
intrinſic power of the church: They read, voted, and approved of 
the Confeſſion of Faith, without ever referring to, or regarding 
the act of the general aſſembly 1647, ot any other act of reform- 
ing aſſemblies, whereby that confeſſion was formally: made ours, 
or ever ſo much as calling an aſſembly, to vote and approve that 
confeſſion a- ne w. That the above conduct of the ſtate, without 
regarding the church in her aſſemblies, either paſt or future, is 
groſs Eraftianiſm, and what does not belong, at firſt inſtance, to 
the civil magiſtrate, but to the church repreſentative, to whom 
the Lon has committed the management of his ſpiritual  king- 

dom, may appear from theſe few ſacred texts, beſides many others, 
namely, Numb. i. 5o, 51 * But: thou ſhalt appoint the Levites 
A. over the tabernacle of teſtimony, and over all the veſſels there- 
of, and over all the things that belong to it: They ſhall bear 
&_ the tabernacle and all the veſſels thereof, and they ſhall-miniſ- 
tet unto it, and ſhall encamp round about the tabetnacle; and 
„% when the . tabernacle ſetteth forward, the Levites thallfake it 
& down, and when the tabernacle is to be pitched; the Levites 
, ſhall ſer it up, and the ſtranger that cometh nigh ſhall be put to 
% death.“ See alſo chapters iii. and iv. throughout; alſo Deut. 
Auxiii. 8, 10. 1 Chron xv. 2. 2 Chron. xix. 11. Fazra x. 4. 80 
vid; when he had felt the anger of the Lok p, for not obſerv- 
ing his commandments in this particular, ſays, 1 Chron. xv. 12. 
r3- to the Levitds, ** SanQify yourſelves, that ye may bring up 
the ark of the Lord Gop of Iſrael. For becauſe ye did it: not 
eat che farſt, tbe Lok our Gop made a breach upon us, for 
that we ſought him not after the due order“ Likewiſe Heze- 
 kiah, a reforming king, did not himſelf, at firſt inſtance, ſet a- 
bout reforming and purging the houſe of Gop ; but having called 
together the prieſts and Levites, ſays to them, 2 Chron. xxix. 5. 
__- & SanCify yourſelves, and ſanctify the houſe of the Loxp: Gon 
olf your fathers, and carry forth the filthineſs out of the holy 
«* place; compared with ver. 11. Mal. ii 7. Marth. xvi. 19. 
% Þ' will give umo thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: And 
e Xxviii. 18. 9 20 „% All power 1s given unto. me, go ye 
, therefore and reach all nations, teaching them to obſerve all 
«things whatſoever I have commanded you.” From all wbich 
it may {ately de inferred, that as the Lon D JESUS CRRISI＋, the 
King and Lawgiver of his church, hath. committed all the power 
of churqh matters, whether reſpecting the doQrine or government 
. thereof, def church officers, as the firſt proper receptacles thereof z 


* 
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ſo, for civil rulers, at firſt inſtance, by their own authority, 
make alterations in the government of the church; and to 
and emit a ſtandard of doctrine to the church, is a manifeſt uſut- 
pation of eccleſiaſtical authority, and a tyrannical encroachnient 
upon the miniſterial office. It needs only to be added, that this 
Revolution conduct ſtands condemned by the Confeſſion of Fai 


itſelf, . in expreſs terms, (as well as in the holy ſcriptures,) chap xxiii. 
ſe. zd, © The civil magiſtrate may not aſſume to himſelf the 
« adminiſtration of the word, or the power of the keys.” An 
alſo, by the beautiful practice of our reformers, betwixt 1638 and 
1649z who obſerved the ſcriptural order, the church always going 
foremoſt, in all the ſeveral pieces of reformation attained-to, anfl 
then the ſtate coming aſter, by exerting their authotity, in * 
cation and defence of the church's acts and deeds; in behalf of 
omen | 755 
[2dy, The Eraſtianiſm of this ſettlement of religion appears plain 
from the act of parliament 1592 noticed above, upon which the 
Revolution parliament did found it, as in act 5th, . 2. 1690, 
by which, the forementioned act 1 592, is ratified, revived, renewed - 
and conficmed, in all the heads thereof; patronage excepted, Now 
in regard that act 1592 contains an invaſion upon the headfhip 
of CHR1sT, and the intrinſic pqwer of the church, and aſeribes an 
etaſt ian poet to the civil magiſtrate over the church, making it un- 
lawful for the church, to convocate her ſuperior judicatories, but 
in dependence upon the king for his licence and authority ; ahd in 
regard the Revolution parliament did revive and renew this 
clauſe in foreſaid act 1592, as well as other heads thereof, it muſt 
needs follow, that this ſettlement of religion cannot be- freed-of 
the charge of Eraſtianiſm: Nor is 2 that ſtateſmen, 
who had been educated in the principles ot Eraſtianiſm, ſhould be 
fond of reviving an act, that robbed CHRIST of his crown rights, 
andthe church of her ſpiritual liberty; but it is moſt ſurpriſing, 
that profeſſed Preſbyterian miniſters ſhould ſo greedily embra 
and approve of Eraſtianiſm, as a valuable and glorious deliverance 
to the church of CHRIS | In agrecableneſs to this eraſtian arti- 
cle of the above act, the parliament, in their act 1690, indicted 
and appointed the firſt general aſſembly, as a ſpecimen of theit 
eraſtian power over their new conſtituted church; and it has ever 


ſince been the practice of the ſovereign, to call, diſſolve and ad- 


journ her aſſemblies at his pleafure, and ſometimes to an indeſin- 
ite time. It is further obſervable, that the king's commiſſion to 
his repreſentative in the aſſembly, runs in a ſtile that Evidently dif» 
covers, that he looks upon the aſſembly's power and right of conſti- 
tution as ſubordinate to him. Thus it begins, Szeing by _— 
„ore an-afſembly is to meet,” &c. Let notwithſtanding of this, 
the aſſembly 1690, (nor any aſter them, ſo far as was cer known 
to the world) did not by any one formal act and ftatute-exprefly 
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onde tun Eraſtianiſm, and explicitly afſert the alone headſhip of 


Tris r, and the intrinfic. independent power of the church, in 


oppoſition to theſe encroachments'made thereupon, and therefore 
may be juſtly conſtrued as conſenting thereto. Lo conclude this par- 
ticular ofthe Eraſtianiſm ofthe preſent ſettlement of religion, it may 
be obferved, that altho? the Revolution parliament, from political 
views. did, by A ift. dd, reſcind the firſt act of the ſecond 
Parliament of Charles Il entitled an Act aſſerting his majeſty's ſupre- 
macy over, all perſons, and in all cauſes eccleſiaſtical; yet trom hat is 
*above linted' it may be inferred, that the Revolution ſtate has ſtill 
preſerv very ſoul and ſubſtance of that blaſphemous ſupre- 
macy (tO poſſibly they may have transferred it from the perſon 
of theking, abſtractly conſidered, and lodged it in the hand of the 
Ene and parliament conjunAly, as the more proper ſubject there- 
of; For in the words of Mr. John Burnet, in his teſtimony againſt 
the indulgence, quoted by Mr. Brown in his hiſtory of the indul- 
gence, ' Do ſettle, enact and emit conſtitutions, and orders, con- 
cernine matters, meetings and perſons eccleſiaſtical, according 
eo royal pleaſure, (and parliamentary is much the ſame); is the 
© yery ſubſtance and definition of his majeſty's ſupremacy, as it is 
explained by his eftates of parliament :” But the Revolution 
Act of parliament ſettling religion, is juſt to ſettle, enact and emit 
fuch conſtitutions, acts and orders concerning matters, meetings 
and'perſons ecelefiaſtical, according to parliamentary, inſtead of 
mere royal pleaſure: and therefore the act authorifing the Revo- 
Jution ſettiement of religion, is the very ſubſtance and definition 
.of a royal parliamentary ſupremacy. The truth of this 2 fur- 
ther appear by the ſequel. 
zZaly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt the Revolution henden 
and ſettle ment of religion, as it is not religious, but a mere civil 
and political one; ** not built upon the foundation of the apoſtles 
„ and prophets,” Jesus Canis himſelf being the chief corner 
« ſtone:; but upon the fluctuating inclinations of the people, as the 


formal foundation thereof. For proof of which conſider the acts of 


parliament relative ta the abolition of Prelacy, and eſtabliſhment of 


reſbytery. In conſ-quence of an article of the claim of right 


made by the eſtates of Scotland the act, 3d, fe. aſt, parl. 1689, 
declares, ** That whereas the eſtates of this kingdom, in their 
claim of right, declared that Prelacy, and the ſuperiority of any 
1 office in the church above preſbyters, is and hath been a great 


« and inſupportable gric vance to this nation. and contrary to the 


© inclinations of the generality of the peovle ever ſince the refor- 
„% mation, they having been reformed from Popery by preſby- 
« ters, and theretore to be aboliſhed : Our ſovereign lord and 


« lady, wirh advice and conſent of the eſtates of parliament, do 


„ hereby + liſh Prelacy and all ſuperiority of any office in the 
* 9 this kingdom above preſbyters; and do 9 
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« they with 0 fore ſaid, will ſettle by law that churck- 
« ment in this kingdom, which is moſt agreeable; to the Jockin 
4 tion of the people Agrecable to this, one of king Wilkam's 
inſtruftions to the parliament 1690, is, „ You are to paſs an 
«-aCt cftablifhing that church government which is moſt agree- 
4 able to the inclinations of the people.“ Accordingly we have 
the 5th a#, e 2d. 1690, ſettling Preſbyterian church-govern- 
ment in the ſame form, and on the ſame footing. And ſo much 
king William, who, doubtleſs, was perfectly acquainted with the 
true intent and meaning of that act, declares in his letter to the 
aſſembly indicted by him that ſame year. From all which (with- 
out noticing th: Eraſtian form of theſe acts, &.) it may be ob- 
ſerved, that there is ſomewhat done that is materially: good; but 
then there is nothing importing the contrariety of Prelacy to the 
ſcriptures of truth, nor the divine right of Preſbyterian church- 
government, ſo that the whole of his ſettlement is purely politi- 
cal, done for the pleaſure of the good ſubjeCts of Scotland : For I, 
The only reaſon why Prelacy is complained of and aboliſhed, is, 
becauſe it was grievous, and contrary to the inclinations ot the ge- 
nerality of the people. It is not ſo much as declared contrary to 
law, though well known that it was condemned by many of the 
reforming laws; far leſs is it declared contraryto the word of Gon, 
and reformation principles founded thereupon : Neither is it ſaid 
to be a grievance to the nations, though *tis manifeſt, by the na+ 
tions entering into a folemn covenant to extirpate it, that it 
was an inſupportable burden to all the THREE. And the great 
reaſon aſſigned for the people's difaffection to Prelacy, 16'antaquity, 
They having been reformed from Popery by prefbyters,” as if 
our reformers had only contended for a church government mere- 
ly human; whereas they ſtrenuouſly maintained the divine right 
of preſbytery, and condemned Prelacy as contrary to the word of 
92 This reaſon would be equally ſtrong againſt pre ſbytery, 
on ſuppoſition that prelates had got the ſtart of preſbyters in the 
reformation from Popery. Again, 2dly, 
better ground, was Preſbytery -ſtabliſhed ; z namely, becauſe it was 
more agreeable to the inclinations of the people, and as it was of 
a more ancient ſtanding in Scotland than Prelacy. Further, that 
the divine right of preſbytery is not acknowledged in this ſettle- 
ment, appears from the expreſs words of the act itſelf, wherein 
it is deſigned, ““ The only government of Cur 1sT's church in 
this nation“ Not "the only government of Cuntsr's church 
laid down in the word of Gop, received and ſworn to by all the 
three nations, ratified by both civil and eccleſiaſtic authoiity. A 
clear evidence, that church government was regarded as ambula- 
tory only, and what might be altered at pleaſure. Hence, while 
the king was ſettling Preſbytery in Scotland. he was alſe main- 
taining,: as bound by oath; Prelacy in England, &c. And To Preſ- 


\ 
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bytery; for peace's ſake, as moſt agrecable to the inclinations of 
the people, was ſettled in Scotland a the government of CHRIS T's 
church there; and Prelacy, for peace's ſake, as molt agreeable to 
the inclinations of the people, eſtabliſhed in England and Ireland, 
as the government of CaisT's church there. Thus, there is 2 
ſettlement of religion, and yet not one line of ſcripture autho- 
rity, or reformation principles legible. therein and, as one ſaid, 
(though a ſtrenuous defender of this ſettlement), de glory of 
« that church is at a low paſs, which hangs on the nail of legal ſecu- 
« rities by kings and parliaments, inſtead of the nail which Gov 
« has faſtened in a ſure place z” which, alas! is the caſe withthe 
church of Scotland at this day. It is true, that the patliament call 
their ſettlement {agreeable to Gods word,” but it is true, that 
their conduct towards both, {aboliſhing Prelacy, and: eſtabliſhing 
Preſbytery, from theſe political motives above mentioned) it is 
abundantly plain that they belieyed neither, of them to be formally 
and ſpecifi 
God, but that they tegarded all forms of church government as 
indifferent, and thought themſelves at liberty to pick and chooſe 
fach a particular form, as beſt ſuited the humours and inclinations 
of the people, and their own worldly advantage: Accordingly, 
we find the parliament 168), appointing a committee to receive 
all the forms of government that ſhould be brought before them, 
to examine them for this purpoſe, and then report their opinions 
of them to the houſe. 4 C214 $135 IS IE 
That the parliament at this time, or the king and parliament 
conjunctiy, ated from the above latitudinarian principle, is fur- 
ther evident from their eſtabliſhing, and conſenting to the eſta- 
bliſhment of thaſe two different and oppoſite forms of church go- 
verment, Preſbytery in Scotland, and Prelacy in England and. Ire- 
land, and both of them confidered as agreeable to the word of 
Gop, and the only government of CurisT's church in the 
ſeveral kingdoms, where they were eſpouſed : Which, as it is ſelf- 
contradictory and abſurd, ſo it is impoſſible they could ever have 
done this, if they had believed the divine right of either of 
them. And finally, by this conduct of theirs, the (tate declared 
their approbation thereof, and reſolution to copy after the 46th 
att, Jef}. 2d, parl. iſt of Charles II. (yet in force), which aſeribes 
an Eraſtian power to the king, of ſettling church government as 
he ſhall think proper. By which it appears quite inconſiſtent 
with the Revolution ſettlement; to conſider church power in any o- 
ther light, than as ſubordinate to the power of the ſtate : And yet 
with this political and eraſtian ſettlement of religion, the Revolu- 
tion church have declared themſelves ſatisfied: 'Fhey have not con- 
deined epiſcopacy, as contrary to the word of Gop, nor poſitively 
aſſerted the divine right of preſbytery, and diſcelaimed the claim of 
tight and act of ſettlement, as their right of conſtitution z, but, on 
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the contrary; approved of both, as appears from the-commiſſion act, 
1509, and their addreſs to the parliament 171t, both | bgmole- 
to gated by the ſucceeding aſſemblies: Whereby they declare, that they 
d, bare dropt 3 moſt material part of the teſtimony of the reformed 
2 church of Scotland, and are not faithful to the Lon Jnsus 
CRRier, in maintaining the rights of his crown and kingdom. 
From the whole, it ny too juilly be concluded, concerning the 
Revolution ſettlement of religion, what the prophet Ho/ea declares 
of the calf of Samaria, Ho. viii. 6. “ For from Iſrael was it alſo 
« the workman made it, therefore it is not Gov; the calf o 
« Samaria ſhall be broken in pieces.” It is not a divine inſtitu- 
tion founded upon the word of Gop, and regulated by his reveal» 
ed law ; but a human invention, owing its original in both king- 
doms, to the inclinations of the people, governed by laws oppo- 
ſite to the laws of CHRIST in the word. | | 
Hence we have the idolatrous inſtitutions of Prelacy, eſtabliſhed 
in the one nation, and Eraſtianiſm, under the ſpecious pretext of 
Preſbytery, in the other; and both under an exotic head of 
eceleſiaſtical government. f | 1 755 = 
From what is mentioned above, reſpecting the Revolution con · 
ſtitutions, and ſettlement of religion in tbe nations, it will appear, 
that the ſame are oppokite to the ward of Gop, and covenanted 
conſtitutions of both church and ſtate, and to the reforming laws, 
berwixt 1638 and 1659, ratifying and ſecuring the doctrine, wor- 
5 ſhip, diſcipline and government of the church, and all divine ordi- 
ent W nances, ſacred and civil, according to ſeripture revelation; andthere- 
ur- Wl fore cannot be acknowledged as lawful, by any that make che 
ſta- law of Gor their rule, and defire to go out by the footfteps of 
go- the flack of CRR e T. | 15 
re- The preſbytery proceed now to conſider the adminiſtration ſince 
ke late Revolution, ag ſtanding in immediate connection with the 
the forementioned conſtitutions and ſettlement: Only, in the entry, 
elf- it may be obſerved, that as the mal adminiſtrations, civil and ec= 
ave Wl cleſiaſtic, are increaſed to almoſt an innumerable multitude, ſo 
of chat it would be next to an impoſſibility to teckon them all up; 
zred the preſbytery propoſe only to obſerve ſo many of the molt. te- 
th WH markable inſtances, as ſhall be ſufficient to juſtify a condemna» 
ibes tion of the preſent courſe of the nations, although the conſtitu - 
it as tions could-not be excepted againſt as ſinful. And, 
tent I, Fhe preſbytery declare and teſtify againit the groſs Eraſti- 
y 0- nim that bas attended the adminiſtrations of both church and 
tate, fince the Revolution. As the conſtitutions of both, (above. 
noticed) were Eraſtian and antiſcriptural; ſo their conduct ever 
ſince, has been agreeable thereto, tending evidently to diſcover. 
that, while the ſtate is robbing our RRDEMER of his crown, 
and his church of her liberties, this church, iaſtead' of teltifying. 
amuſt, gives conſcut to theſe impicties 12 
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Particulafly, 1/, As at the fore mentioned period, ſo ever ſince the 
king has continued, by his own authority, to call, diffoive and 
adj ourn the national aſſemblies of this church The firlit Revolu- 
tion aſſembly was held, by virtue of an Eraftian indictment, and 
by the ſame power was diffolved. The next was, hy royal authority, 
appointed to be at Edinburgh 1691, but by the ſame power, a6 
adjourned to 1692, and then diſſolved, without paſſing any act; 
and though again indicted to meet 1693, yet was not allowed to 
it till March 1694, nigh a year after the parliament had made an 
humble addreſs to the ſovereign, for granting that privilege But 
it would be endleſs to attempt an enumeration of all the inſtances 
of the exerciſe of Eraſtianiſm in this particular, which is annually 
renewed. How often, alas! have the aſſemblies been prorogued, 
raifed and diſſolved, by magiſtratical authority, and ſometimes 
without nomination of another diet? How frequently alſo, have 
they been reſtricted in their proceedings, aud prelimited as to 
members, and matters to be treated of, and diſcuſſed therein; de- 
wing ſome members of their liberty to fit and act as members 
though regularly choſen, merely, becauſe ſuch had not taken the 
oaths appointed by law ? Al which exerciſe of Eraſtian ſuprema- 
ey natively reſults from the parliamentary ſettlement i696 And 
when no adequate teſtimony was ever given by the church againſt 
ſuch Eraftian uſurpations, but they ar- ſtill -crouched under and 
comphed with, it may juſtly be con ſtructed a tame ſubjection and 
wotul conſent to this ſupremacy. bat this is no forced inter- 
ene from the continued practice of this church, appears from 
this, {befides other evidences that might be adduced.) viz. That 
as the Revolution parliament, when ratifying the Confeſſion of 
Faith, entirely left out the act of aſſembly 1647, approving and 
partly explaining the ſame, (wherein theſe remarkable words are, 
«Tt is further declared, that the aſſembly underſtandeth ſome 
parts of the ſecond article of the 31/2 chapter, only of kirks not 
* ſettled or conflituted in point of government,“) wiz. as being 
inconſiſtent with the Eraſtian impoſitions of the magiſtrate. So 
this church, when they cauſe intrants unto the miniſtry. ſubſeribe 
the confeſſion, do not oblige them to ſubſcribe it with this expla- 
natory act, (which does by no means admit of a private power in 
. the magiſtrate, deſtructive of the cburch's intrinſic power,) but 
they only do it as the parliament ratified it. 8 
Aua, Another inſtance of Eraſtianiſm practiſed by both church 
and ſtate, is, that when the king and parliament did bind down 
epiſcopal curates upon congregations, forbidding church judicato- 
_ries the exerciſe of diſcipline upon the impenitent, and enjcining 
the aſſembly to admit ſuch, without any evidence of grief or. ſor- 
row for their former apoſtacy. upon their ſwearing the oath of al- 
» legiance, and ſubſcribing. a formula, homologating the Revolu- 
tion ſettlement, ſubſtituted in the room of the "covenants; the 
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church approved'of this ſettlement; and ion was E 
the civil powers to ſuch curares all their lifetime in their churches 
and.beyefices, who yet were not brought mA any obligation 'g 
ſubjecahemfclves to the government and diſcipline of the church; 
The truth of this is maniteſt, from ſundry of King William't letters 
to the aſſemblies, together with after acts of parliament, relative 
thereto. In his letter, dated February 13th, 1690, to the com- 
miſſion of the aſſembly, he ſays, * Whereas there hath been hum- 
46. ble application made to us by ſeveral miniſters, for themſelves 

* and others, who lately — under epiſcopacy, we have 
« thought good to ſignify our pleaſure to you, that you make no 
« diſtinction of men, otherwiſe well qualified for the miniſtry, 
« though. they have formerly conformed to the law, introducing 
« epiſcopacy, and that ye give them no diſturbance or vexation 
a for that cauſe, or for that head: And it is our pleaſure, that, 
« until we give further directions, you proceed to no more 
« proce(s, or any other buſineſs.” In another letter, dated Zune 
15th, 691, be fays, © We are. well pleaſed with what you. 
write, to unite with ſuch of the clergy, who have ſerved under. 
« epiſcopacy z and that you are ſufficiently inſtructed by the gone- 
& ral aſſembly to receive them; from all which, we 3 * 
« ſpeedy and happy ſucceſs, that there ſhall be ſo greara-progrels 
« made in this union betwixt you, before we return to Brita, 
« that we ſhall then find no cauſe to continue that ſtop, whack 
at preſent we ſee neceſſary; and that neither you, nor any com- 
0 miſſion or church meeting, do meddle in any proceſs. of Huf - 
« nefs, that may concern the purging out of the epiſcopal mini- 
« ters.” And in a letter to the epiſcopal clergy, he ſays, ** We 
« doubt not of your applying to, and concurriag with your breth- 
© ren the Preſbyterian miniſters in the terms we have been at 
« pains to adjuſt for you, the formula will be communicated: to you. - 
« by-your commilkoners,” &c. See alſo the 27th ef, part : 1095s 

where it is declared, * That all ſuch as ſhail duly come in and 
& qualify themſelves, ſhall have and enjoy his majeſty's protec» 
tion, as to their reſpeQive kirks and benefices, they always con- 
*. taining themſelves within the limits of their paſtoral charge 
* within their ſaid pariſhes, without offering to exerciſe any part 
of government, unleſs they be firſt duly aſſumed by a compe- 
é rent. church judicatory z providing, - neverthelefs, that*as the 
(©. ſaid miniſters ute left free to apply ar not, to the foreſaid church 
„ judicatorics,” Wc. To which agree, 48 2d, Por! 1700, K 
zd, Por 1702, AF ad, Parl. 1703. ffs. Behold here the ci- 
vil magiſtrate, exercifing the ſupremacy in matters ecclefraſtical 
in that he both eſtabliſhes the old Scots ourates in their reſpective 
pariſhes, upon their former footing, limits them in the exerciſe 
of cheir function, diſcharging them from exerciſing any part of 
ecck ſiaſtical policy, buc upon 9 uniting wich the Preſbyterians 
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thority ſtops the Exerciſe of church diſcipline againſt the 


(though the moſt of them wete notoriouſly ſcaridafous, nay, even 


diſcharges the aſſembly from proceeding to any other” bufintfs, till 


[ey received dther direQions from the throne. The which palpa - 
inſtance of Eraſtianiſm in the ſtate, was not only * ſub · 
mitted to, but heartily acquieſced in by the church: For as they 
Rad declared upd would cenſure no prelatical incumbent for his 
principles anent church government, however much diſaffected to 
4 covenanted reformation, and had given frequent diſcoveries of 
their readineſs to receive into'communion the epiſcopal curates, 
gocording to the terms preſcribed by the parliament, (as appears 
from the afſembly records;) ſo the afſembly 1694, A# 1'tth, hav- 
ing framed a ſham formula for receiving in the curates, containing 
no ſuch thing as any renunciation of abjured Prelacy, the abomi- 
viable teſt, and other finful oaths theſe creatures had taken, but on- 
ly an acknowledgement of the Revolution ſettlement of religion, 
eſtabliſhed by law, by the forefaid act, appointed'their commiſ- 
on to receive all the epiſcopaticlergy who applied, and who being 
gy naltfied according to law, would alſo ſubſcribe their formula, and 

at without any ſhew of repentance- for their ſcandalous public 
fas, and their deep guilt of the effuſion of the blood of Gop's 
faithful ſaints and witneſſes during the tyranny of the two bro- 
hers.” Theſe inſtruftions to the commiſſion and other judicato- 
ries, (as appears by their acts), were ſucceſhvely renewed by the 
allembly"vpwards of twenty times, from 1694 to 1716, and were 
_ Indeed attended with good ſucceſs, as is evident from their ad- 
refs to the queen, recorded act 10th 19123 where they declare, 
2 an inſtancr of their moderation, «That ſince the Revolution, 

there had been taken in, arid continued, hundreds of the epiſ- 
&* gopal curates upon the eaſieſt terms,” vis. ſuch as were by the 
toyal prerogative adjuſted to them Which practice, as it de- 
elares this church homologators of Eraſtianiſm, ſo it is directly op- 
polite to Preſbyterian principles, the diſcipline and practice of our 
reformed church of Scotland, and to the laws of CHRIST, the ſu- 
| ran Ezek. xliv. ver. 2 13, 14, 15, 2 Cor. vi, 17. 
18, Ve 

34% A third $nfigace of the Eraſtianiſm practiſed eres the Re- 
volutien, is, that the king aud parliament have taken uponi them 
to orefcribe and lay down, by magiſtraticl authority, conditions 
and qualifications, fre qua non, of miniſters and preachers. - For 
proot of which, ſee at Sch, . 4th, parl. 1, 1693, where it 
is enacted, That the ſaid * 2 allegiance be ſworn, the ſame, 
_ «with the foreſaid afſurance, be ſubſcribed, by all preachers and 
„ miniſters of the goſpel whatever; certifying ſuch of the fore- 
. ſaid perſons as are, or: ſhall be in any public office, and thay 
ove and exerciſe _ 8 2 8 . ee * 
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" « aſſurance in manner foreſald „miaiſters Drvided 10 kirk hg 
« be*deprived of their benefices or ſtipends, and reachers hall. 
« be puniſhed with baniſhment, or otherways, as the council thall. 
& think fit :” Alſo a 23d; 1693, it is ordained, . That no perſon 

ee be admitted or continued to be a miniſter, or preach within this 
church, unleſs that he having firſt taken and ſubſcribed the ogtł 
« of allegiance, and ſubſcribed the oath of affurance in manner 

„ appointed: And further, ſtatute and ordain-/ that uniformity.of 

„ worſhip be obſerved by all the ſaid miniſters and preachers, 
«| the fame are at preſent performed and allowed therein, or ſhall 
et hereafter be declared by the authority of the fame : And that 
no miniſter or preacher be continued and admitted for -heveaf» 

ter, unleſs that he ſubſcribe ro obſerve, and do actually obſerve 
« the foreſaid uniformity,” The Eraſtianiſm in theſe acts ſeems 

ſcrewed up yet a little higher, by 25th, ef. 5th, parl. 1, 26954 
where, after appointing a new day to ſuch miniſters as had not 

formerly obeyed, it is ordained, © With certification, that: ſuch of 
« the ſaid miniſters as ſhall not come in betwixt and ſaid days 
are hereby, and by the force of this preſent act, 59/0-fato dev 
1 prived of their reſpective kirks and ſtipends, and the ſame de- 

« clared vacant, without any fu ſentence.“ The Rraſtian- 
iſm in theſe acts is ſo manifeſt at firſt fight, that it i is needlefs to 
illuſtrate the ſame; only it may be remarked, that by theſe acts 
the civil magiftrate preſcribes new miniſterial qualifications, viz. 
the oaths of allegiance and aſſurance, and theſe impoſed inſtead 

of an oath of allegiance to Zion's king, viz. the oaths of the com 
venants : As alſo, that miniſtersare hereby reſtricted from advanc- 

formation, being bound down to obſerve that unitormity at 
preſes t allowed, or that ſhall hereafter-be declared by authority of 


lament, Ang further, Eraſtianiſm is here advanced to the de- 


; of wreſting tie keys of government out of the hands ofthe © 


ch altogether, taking to themſelves the power of depoſing all 
uch miniſters as ſhall not ſubmit to their antichriſtian impoſitions, 
and of declaring andaſcertaining by theirown authority what mode 
of worſhip or government ſhall take place church hereafter. 
This Eraſtian appointment of miniſterial qualifications,. We, is e- 
vidently injurious, both to the headſhip of Chair in his 
church, and to the church's intrinſic power It r the 
royal prerogative of CHRIS, to appoint all the:quali S f 
his officers, which he has done in the word. And it ins to 
the church repreſentative, by applying the laws of N in dis 
word, o declare who are qualified for the miniſtry, and ho not. 
But here the civil power, without any regard to church judica- 
tories, by a magiſterial authority; qudges and determines. the qua- 
litications that goſpel miniſters muſt have, otherwiſe they 
be acknowledged miniſters of this church: At the ſame time it 


wu be 28 that che bee n | 
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15 the Gulfalieſs: of foreſuĩd eondvt, and teſtifying * it, 
Aan antichriſtian uſur pat ion; have declared their approbation 
thervdfy by taking the above named illimited oaths, actording to 
 thelparliament's-order z. and alfo by the aſſembly's enjoining their 

_ eothmiffion to act conform to the parliament's directions, reſpec- 

ting miniſterial qualifications, in their admiffion of thoſe that had 
formerly conformed. to epiſcopacy, and ræfuſing to admit any into 
their communion without having theſe new miniſterial CNL 
pas; . Deen . 

Anbiy, 1 ol Eraſtianiſm iel Ges the eee, 3 
ment of the Revolution ſettlement, againſt which the preſbytery 
_reftify is, That the civil magiſtrate, by himſelf, and by his own 

authority, without conſulting the church, or any but his par lia- 
ment; privycouncil, and dioceſan biſhops, appoints diets and cauſes ' 
df public faſtin and thankſgiving. A number of inſtances might 

here be war ew on. 80 an act of the ſtates, anno 1689, 
| 2 thankſgiving: An act of parliament; 1693, appointing; 
1 uthly taft declares, That their majeſties with ad + * 

conſent of the ſaid eſtates of parliament, do hereby com 
undd appoint, that a day bf ſolemn faſting and e be 
. xeligibuſly and ſtrictly bf ed by all perlons within this king- 
dom, both an church and meeting houſes, upon the third T5 
. day of the month of May, and the third T hur/day of every month 

„ thereafter; until intimation of forbearance be made by the 
lords of their majeſty's privy council: and ordains all miniſters 
to read theſe ꝓteſents a Sulddy before each of theſe faſt days, 
. &:nominate hy authority: And e all diſobeyers to be fined 
-* it a ſum nat exceeding 100, and every miniſter who ſhall not 

, 'obey to be proceſſed before the lords f their majeſty's privy 
council and requiring ſheriffꝭ to make port of the miniſters 

, ho ſhall fait of their duty herein, to th ry council.“ Bur 
t ĩs to no purpoſe to multiply inſtances of this king feeing it has 

Seen the common practice of every ſovereigu ſince the Revolution 
_ 46 appoint and authoriſe national diets of faſting, with civil pains 
_ annexed; And, as the ſtate has made theſe encroachments upon 
the royalties. of Cyxisr, fo, this: ch, inſtead of bearing faith- 
ul teſtimony againſt the ie i ave ſinfully ſubmitted thereunto. 
An agrerableneſs to- the royal MCA, they: obſerved the 
monthly faſt for the ſucceſs of the war againſt Lewis XIV. (of 
hien above) and in favours of: the Pope, which king William was 
bound to proſecute by virtue of a covenant made with the allies at 
© the Hagde, February 1691, to be ſeen in the declaratian of war 
ten made againſt France, wherein it is expreſly ſaid; That no 4 
e pende is te be made with Lewis XIV. till he has made reparz- * 
e Men te the Holy. Ses for whatſoever he has acted againſt i f 
__ #56 and till he make void all theſe infamous pracgedings, (viz, © if |. © 

R Holy Father / dancer) * *I6 
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power god, dignity. both as gfecylar and ecclehaltic prince, and hl 
the; vb{ervation of theſe faſts, the church did mediately (tell it nur 


is Gath——) pray for ſucceſs to the man of fin : A practice uttex- 
ly repugnant to proteſtant, much more to preſbyterian principles, 
and which will be a laſting Rain upon both church and ftare. * "As 
'» this church did then ſubmit, ſo fnce. ſhe, has made a refignation 
and ſurrender, of that part of the church's intrinbc right to the 
Civil power, ſee 6 5th, afem-. 1710: All minifters and'mem- 


«, bers ate appointed religiovſl; to obſerye all faſts and thankfpiv. 
einge whatever appointed by rhe church, or ſupreme magiltrate ; 
«and the reſpective judicatories are appointed to take particular 
4% notice of the due obſervation of this, and af th, 1722, a? 5th 
« 1725 From hich acts it is manifeſt, that theRevolation churth- 
hath.only declared the power and right of authoritative indickit 
.pvhhe fails and thankſgiving for ordinary, even in a conſtituted Tet- 


tate, ag to the church: But, by their conſtant practice, they have 


undeniably given up the power of the ſame to the ciyil power Al- 
| together s it being fact, that ſhe never by her own power appoitits 
_ a-national diet of faſting, but ſtill applies to the king for the 


nomination thereof, And further, as 2 confirmation of this für. 
render, it appears from their public records, that when ſoche 


members have proteſted againſt the obſervation of ſuch diets, the 
-- aſſembly would neither receive nor record ſuch proteſts. ' Now, 


the ſinfulneſs of this eraſtian practice ſtill perſiſted in, is evident 
fram the ſctiptures of truth, where the glorious king of Zion 
aſhgus the power af appointing faſts, not to the civil magiſtrate 
dut to the ſpirituabagfhce-bearers in his houſe, Ter. "x; . ; 
% Say unte the hig zud queen, humble yourſelves.” Hete it is 
the ofhceunf thepropbets of the Lon p to enjoin humiliation 
work upetttthole that are in civil authority, contrary to the pre- 
ſent practice, when ings and queens, uſurping the ſacred office 
by their authority, ſay; to miniſters, © Humble yourſelves.” See 
alſo, Forl 1. 13, 14, and ii. 15, 16. compared whth Numb: x. 
8. 9. 10. Here whatever pertains. to theſe ſolemnities, is en- 

truſted to, and required of the miniſters of the Lok D, without 
the intervention of civil authority; the ſame is imported in Marth. 
Vi. 19. and xyiii. 18. John xx; 23; it being manifeſtly con- 


tained in the power of the keys committed by the church's Head 


to eccleſiaſtical officers, Moreover, this Eraſtianiſm flowing 
Fram a ſpiritual: ſupremacy exerciſed over the church, is peculiarly 


«, aggravated by theſe particulars: _ 
„ „, That commonly theſe faſts have been appointed on account 
of wars, in which the nations were engag | 
*xgroſs antichtiſtian idolaters, who have been moſt active in their 


ed, in conjunction wich 


*ndearvours to root out Proteſtantiſm ; Nov, it cannot but be 
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moſt provoking to the Majeſty of Heaven, for-profeſiſed Preſby- 
9 vr he faſts, the ) ofelſed defign off which includes 
ſucceſs to the intereſt of the avowed enemies of our glorious R · 
uus. Again, the above practice is aggravated, from this 
cankderation, that theſe diets of faſting, with civil pains annexed 


to them are ſent by public proclamation, dircted to their ſheriffs, 
and other ſudordinate civil officers, who are authoriſed to difpatch ; 
them to the miniſters, and inſpect their obſervation thereof: And 
fed miniſters of CHRIST tamely comply with all this, 


while. 

it rs to no leſs than a baſe ſubjection of the worſhip. of 
Gow, in the ſolemnity of faſting, in a national way, to the will 
- of the civil powers, when whatever time and cauſes they ap- 
| mult. be obſerved. : fy I 4; 
From all which, in the words of the miniſters of Perth and 
Fe, in their teſtimony to the truth, c. 1658, the preſbytery teſ- 
ify agaiuſt the above eraſtian conduct as being, in its own nature 


ings moſt properly eccleſiaſtic. 

STDs. laniſa 
e which the preſbytery teſtify againſt, is the king and 
parlament their arbitrarily impofing ſeveral of their acts and ſta+ 
tuen upon miniſters and preachers, under eccleſiaſtic pains and 
cenfure ; while this Revolution church, 


_ conſent thereto. Thus, as the oaths of allegiances and aſſurance 


were enjoined upon all in eccleſiaſtic office, under the pain of 


church cenſure, (of which above ;) ſo likewiſe, ac 6th, 1760, 


_ ordains, © That no profeſſors and principals, bearing office in 


, any univerſity, be capable, or be admittedto'continue'in the 
« exerciſe of their ſaid functions, but ſuch as'Thall own the civil 


«government, in manner preſcribed, or to be preſeribed/by acts 
ac 'of parliament.” In conſequence of which, there is an act, 1707 


an act in the firſt year of King George I. and another in the fift 
year of his reign ; by all which ftatutes, ecclefiaſtic perſons are 
enjoined to take the oath of abjuration, with the other oaths, 


under pain of nba, > raps cenſures inflicted upon them: 


And they ordain, That no perſon be admitted to trials, or licen- 
4 fed W preach, till they have taken the public oaths, on pain of 
« being diſabled.” The foreſaid a, in the fifth year of George 


I. ordains, © All miniſters and preachers-to pray in expreſs words 
and the royal family, as in former acts.“ The 
king and parſiament at their own hand preſcribe aſet form of pray- 
er for the church of Scotland, and that under eraſtian penalties up- 


< for his majeſty 


* 


on the diſobeyers.' Again by an act 1937, framed for the more © 


agg es piles, £8 nardirers of Cindy Pegg, . 


. : 8 
pon rt p ; 


introduttory to greater encroachments, and putting into the hands 
the civil powers, the modelling of the worſhip of Gop, and I 


Another piece of Eraſtianiſm, reſpecting the preſent ad- ; 


by their ſilent ſubmiſſion 
and compliance therewith, have at leaſt interpretatively given their 


privile 
dent { 
declar 
in the 
1719, 
hands 


over t 
been a 
them 
the ab 
their 
which 
again, 
daraſit 
fallen 


n 


16 throughout Seetland, on the firſt Lon Þ's day of, every month 

« for one whole year, from the firſt day of. Ang 1739, by .the 
« miniſter of the pariſh, in the morning ,imrediately before the 
« ſermon; and, in caſe ſuch miniſters ſhall neglect to read . 
« act, as is here directed, he ſhall, for the firſt offence, be de 
4 clared incapable of fitting or voting in any church judicatoty 3 
« and for the ſecond offence, be declared incapable of taking, 
« holding, or enjoying, any ecclefiaſtical benefice in that part 
« of 'Great Britain called Scotland.” The Eraſtianiſm of this act 
is very plain, the penalties thereof are ecolefiaſtic, and infer a 
kind of depoſition ; ſeeing the diſobeyets are hereby diſabled from 
exerciſing and enjoying what is eſſential to their office. Moreover, 
the wickedneſs ot this act appears, in that it was appointed to * 
be read oa the Sabbath-day, and in times of divine ſervice; 
whereby, miniſters being conſtituted the magiſtrates heralds to. 
proclaim this act, were obliged to profane the LorD's day, and 
corrupt his worſhip, by mixing human inventions therewith, . 
which was directly a framing miſchief into a law. Yet,. with all 
theſe impoſitions above noticed, this church hath generally com- 
plied 3 and thereby declared that they are more ſtudious of plea-, 
ling and obeying men, than Gon, ſeeing their practice therein, | 
infers no leſs, than a taking inſtructions in the miniſterial fune- 
tion, and matters of divine worſhip, from another head re % 
CaRIST. . 

6thly, The next piece of eraftian adminiſtration in church; 
ſtate, the preſbytery take notice of and teſtify againſt; . is that 
patronages. When the parliament 1690, had changed the 5 
of patronages, by taking the power of preſentations from pa- 
trons, and lodging it i che hands of ſuch heritors and elders as 
were qualified by law, excluding the people from a vote in calling 
their miniſter, this eraſtian act, ſpoiling the; people of their jolt | 
privilege, was immediately embraced by. the church, as is evi» 
dent from their overtures for church diſcipline 1696, where they 
declare, that only heritors and elders have a proper; right to vote 
in the nomination of a miniſter.—Alſo their overtures 170g an 
1719, do lodge the ſole power of nomination of miniſters in, the 
hands of the majority of heritors, by giving them a negative 2 
over the elderſhip and congregation. . But, 28 if this hac not 
been a ſufficient uſurpation of the people s right, purchaſed to 
them by the blood of CARIsT, by an act of parliament 1712, 
the above act 1690 is repealed, and patrons fully reſtored to all 
their form&ancichriſtian powers over the heritage of the Loxp; 
which yoke fill continues to oppreſs the people of Gop. While 
again; this church, as if more careful to pleaſe the court, and court 
paraſites, than Engler and his n haye not only peaceably , 
Allen 3 in with this change, by daily pr rA. in planting vacant 

kregations, * as fond of-this child Rome, have 8 | 
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of their authotity, 23 appeats from ſeveral acts of aſſembly, thereby 


to the apoſtolical practice, Act i. 13, to 14. chap. vi. 2, to 7. 


element of the Chriſtian church And 2 Cor iii- 16, c Where⸗- 
fore the preſbytet 
n ful in itſelt, moſt injuriou; 
confiſtent with the great ends of the miniſtry; and againſt this 


| en for no other teaſon but becauſe they could not approve 


chutch - robbing liey, which has been exerciſed by the ſupreme 
Evil powers in thefe' nations with reference to religion and the 


putlithd their teſtimony, there has; of late, a very ſingular in- 


Dur muſt embrace the preſent opportunity to declare their ſenſe of, 
. and teftify 3 | 
eg evid; 

init ty and licentioufneſs, and of out being judicially infatuated 
in our national councile, and given wp of heaven to 


ples of the reformation We 
late bilt or act, Which has been agreed upon by bath haves of 


Topal affent, entituled, “ An act for 
ihn for they 


- . 
1 


*. 
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e power of rpationd; by the fſanftion 


dithring theit reſolutions to have this epidemic evil continged, 
though it ſhould terminate in the utter ruin of the church. -Parron- 
age wit always by the church of Scotland, fince | the teformation, 
acconnted an — yoke ; and therefore ſhe nevet ceafed 
colitending againſt it, til} it was at laſt utterly aboliſhed by tte 
both of re rioqming affeniblies and parliaments z and — 0 n 
the inven of the Whote of me. 

As this antiehriſtian practice was unbne to. he 7 in 
her primitive and pureſt times, till gradually introduced with 
other popiſh corruptions, ſo it has not Bs leaſt veſtige of any war- 
rant in the word of truth: nay it is directly oppofite thereto and 


aß alfo, xiv. 23. xvi. 9 with other paſſages therein 3 a book, - ig» 
tended to give us the apoſtolical practice and pattern, in the ſet- 


teſtiſy againſt this eraſtian uſurpation as moſt 
s to the church of CHRIS r, and in- 


church, for not only ſubmitting unto, but even promoting this 
wickedneſs ; which is evident, from her depoſing ſome of her 


this" pernicious icheme. Witneſs Mr. Gilleſpie, miniſter at 
nic, who wis depoſed May 1752: and againſt all violent in- 
8 who not entering in by the door, can be ;Sgarded * as 


thieves and robbers, Jabs xa. 1. 
"Befidrs the above inſtances of that. unholy, 


tyrannical, and 


worſhip of Gob, all” of which exiſted when the preſbytery fir 


of the ſame kind occurred, in the courſe of adminiſtra- 
tion, which the preſbytery cannot: forbear to take notice. of; 


ſt : and eſpecially ae it is one that carries a more 
than any of the former, of our public national 


oceed from 
evil to worſe, in the courſe of upoltaſy from the cauſc and prinet 
particularly mean the inſtavce of 4 


partiament, and which alſo, June 1774, was lanctioned with the 
more effe ctual pro- 
verument afſthe province of Quebec in Nord 
which act, net os French deſpotiſm, 9 
tied as the form. of civil govetnmnicats bv 


„ America.” 


ny er 


| en! 
dich in fill worſe, Popery, the Relig ion f Anticbrift, with all ith * 
lolatries. and blaſphemies, bas ſuch ſecurity and eſtabliſhment 
ranted it, as to be taken immediately under the legal protection of 
be ſupreme civil authority of theſe nations in that vaſt and ex- 
enſive region of Canada, lately added to the Britiſh inioos 
a North America. A province ſo large and fertile, that it is 
aid to be capable of containing, if fully peopled, not leſs than 
hirty millions of ſouls. Thie infamous and injurious bill, before 
it paſſed into a law, was publicly reprobated and gdeclaimed againſt 
by ſundry members of both houſes. It has been petitioned and 
remonſtrated againſt by the moſt reſpect able civil body oorpo- 
raced in Britain, or its dominions, the city of London; by all 
the provinces. of North America ſouth of Quebec, and even by 
the inhabitants of the city of Quebec itſelf. It has been in 
the molt public manner, in open parliament, declared to be,. 
% A molt cruel, oppreſſive, and odious meaſure. 4A child of 
« jnordinate power, . — All which are ſufficient indica- 
tions how ſcandalous, offenſive and obnoxiaus this act was. There 
was afterwards in the month of May. 1775, a-bill brought into 
the houſe of lords, in order to e te the repeal of the a- 
foreſaid- diſgraceful act, when, in the courſe of public debate it 
was repreſented by thoſe few members of the houſe who ap- 
peared in the opobſition, as One of ths molt deſtructive, 
| moſt deſpotic, moſt nefarious acta, that ever paſſed the houſe of 
keg, om all in vain, the repeal could not be effectet. 
Aud moteover, let it be further obſerved here, that the bench 
of biſhops. in the houſe of peers, who aſſume the Antichriſtian 
title of /piritual lords, and pretend to claim a ſeat in parliament 
for the care of religion, duting the whole courſe of this COR» 
teſt , inſtead of appearing for the Proteſtant intereſt, have; to 
their | laſting infamy, publicly diſtinguiſhed themſeltes in op- 
8 to it, b Standing forth the avowed ſuppotters of 
3 PTE OE „„ 
The preſbytery therefore find thernſelves in duty obliged; in 
their judicative capacity, principally in behalf of the rights and in- 
tereſts of the great Gop, and of his Sox Jxsus Enki our 
REDREMER;--—that is to ſay, in behalf of the rights of truth, true 
religion and righteouſneſs among men, which he ever owns 
as his, to add, as they hereby do, their public teftimongagaink = 
we nefandous national deed, fo manifeſtiy injurious to all 
 - The Melbytery do not, -as ſome others, ſound theit teſtinitivy 
againſt this extravagant act eſtabliſhing Popery, Wc, in Canada, 
ſolely.or -fimply on its injuriouſneſs to the private intereſts o 
men; their bodily ves, goods, gr outward kee not dg 
{they declare, againſt and condemn it merely becauſe fh religion 
Which is fanQuoncd with this 8 engagetdeln et 


— 


tad) 


Its defence, is a ſanguinary one ;—— Has deluged our iffand ir 
„ bloed, and diſperſed impiety, perſecution and murder, Gr. 
through the world.“ (See an addreſs from the general con- 

. greſs to the people of Great Britain.) Theſe are all indeed 
inconteſtable proofs, that it is not the religion of the divine Jesvs, 
but of Antichriſt. Nevertheleſs, the ſame have been known to 
be the ſtaple and conſtant fruits of Prelacy too, which, to the ex-. 
tent of its reach and influence, has as much Chriſtian blood 
wrapped up in its ſkirts, as Popery, if not more Nor yet is it 
merely on account that it is greatly injurious, as indeed it is, and 
a notorious breach of the public faith to the Britiſh Proteſſant 


ſettlers in that province. The preſbytery's particular objections 
| _=_ this extraordinary meaſure are of a different quality. 
| A 3" | 1 


hey are briefly ſuch as follow: 


1. The iniguity of it againſt Gop. It is certainly a deed 
-higbly provoking and diſhonouring to the Gor of heaven, For, 
(. It is a giving that public protection and countenance to a lie, 
e. to idolatry and falſe worſhip, (and to antichriſtian idola- 
ry, the worſt of all other,) which is only due to the truth of 

Gop It is a devoting and giving our national power to the pre- 
ſervation of the life of the Romiſh beaſt, after the deadly wound 

given it by the Reformation. And therefore, (2) A moſt 
wretched proſtitution of the ordinance of civil power, ſacred by 
its divine inſtitution; to be a. ferror and reſtraint to evil deere, and 

a praiſe to them that do well, Rom. xiii. to the quite contrary 

23238 What right have open idolaters and blaſphemers to 

protected and ſupported by any ordinance of Gop in the public 
acts of their idolatry? And how awful is it to:think, (3.) That 
it is a ſetting ourſeives openly to fight againſt Gop, in a national 
engagement. to ſupport and defend what Gop has declared and 
teſtified to us in his word, he will have deſtroyed; and wherein 
he expteſely forbids giving the leaſt countenance. to idolatry. 


And ſhall we thus harden ourſelves againſt Gop and profper ? 


(4-) As this laſt inſtance of our profane national policy, is 2 
fill more open diſcovery of our incorrigibleneſs in our apoſtaſy, 


ſo it is alſo the moſt ſtriking of all the former, of that Eraſti- 
aniſm and fpiritual ſupremacy exerciſed by the civil powers in 
theſe lands over the church and kingdom of CHRIST. Herein we 
have an open and avowed juſtification of that antiſeriptural right 
and power claimed by them, to ſettle and eſtabliſh whatever mode 
of religion they pleaſe, or is moſt agreeable to the inglinations 
of the people, or which beſt anſwers their worldly polfical-pur- 
_ Poles, although it ſhould be the religion of Satan in place of 
that of CaxrtsrT, This has been the great leading principle all 
Along fince the Revolution, but never more openly diſcovered 


than in this inſtance: Upon all which it may appear, how fauful * 


aid provoking to the divine Majeſty this at mult be. 
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2: The folly and ſhamefulneſs of it as to ourſelves, How diſ- 
graeeſul and diſhonourable is this public act in favours of Popery, 
even to the nation itſelf, and its repreſentatives, who are the au- 
thors of it. How palpably incanſiſtent is it with our national cha- 
rater and profeſſion as Proteſtant, and with our national eſta- 
bliſhments civil and eccleſiaſtic (both which ate profeſſedly built 
upon reformation from Popery) to come to take that idolatrous 
religion under our national protection, and become defenders of 
the ant icbriſtian ſaith; nay, were it competent for the preſby- 
tery as a ſpiritual court, and ſpiritual watchmen, to view this act 
in a civil light, they might ſhew at large, —That it is a violation 
of the fundamental national conſtitutions of the kingdom, and 
reaches a blow to the credit of the legal ſecurity granted to the 
Proteſtant religion at home. We need not here mention how 
contrary this act is to the fundamental laws and conſtitutions of 
the kingdom of Scotland, which are now ſet aſide: — But it is 
contrary to, and a manifeſt violation of the Revolution and Bri- 
tiſh conſtitution itſelf ; contrary to the Claim of Right, yea, to 
the oath ſolemnly ſworn by every Engliſh and SBrinth ſovereign 
upon their acceſſion ta the throne, as ſettled by an act of the Eng- 
liſh parliament in the firſt year of William III. By which they 
are obliged to Profeſs,—and to the utmoſt of their power 
« maintain, in all their dominions, the laws of God, the true 
« profeſſion of the goſpel, and the true reformed religion eſta- 
« bliſhed by law.” But theſe things the Preſbytery leave to ſuch 
whom it may. more properly - concern. Let it, however, be ob- 
ſerved, that the Preſbytery are not here to be interpreted as appror- 
ing of the above-ſaid oath, as it defignedly obliges to the main- 
tenance of the abjured Engliſh hierarchy and Popith ceremonies, 
which might be better called A true reformed lie, than the true re- 
formed religion: Nevertheleſs, this being the Britiſh coronation 
oath, it clearly determines, that all legal eſtabliſhments behove 
to be Proteſtant, and that without a violation of ſaid oath, no o- 
ther religion can be taken under protection of law, but what is 
called Proteſtant religion only. | 3 

The Preſbytery conclude the whole of this additional remark 
with obſerving, —That as in the former inſtances of the exerciſe of 
this Eraſtian power above-mentioned, the preſent church of Scot- 
land never gave evidence of her fidelity to Cyz18T, ſo far as to 
teſtify againſt them; ſo their aſſembly has, in a like ſupine, ſenſe- 
leſs matingr conducted themſelves, with reference to this laſt and 
moſt alarming inſtance. Notwithſtanding all that has been te- 
monſtrated againſt it, and in favour of the reformed relipion, 
they have remained mute and filent, the which indeed evidences. 
them not to be truly deſerving of the character of Venerable and 
Reverend, which they aſſume ta themſelves, but ratherFthat of an 
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rn here hie ſtiſes himſelf, Defender of the faith and ſupreme Gover- 


3 do. Which title. or authority for men or angel, to aſſume, is: 
 _ __ - downright dethroning and exauCQtorating of CuRIsT, the only 


And maintainers of eratian ſupremacy : And hereby, indeed; the 


9 


_ --»*. from che known laws and canons of England. And further ap- 


_ ” Jand So this tevolution ebe, Paint never either judicially o- 
0 


| GE) 

Aſetiation ; or, in the words of the weeping prophet, An aſſen. 
| treacherous men Jer. PPP 

Thbeſe ate a few of t many inſtances of the eraſtian uſurps. 

tions of the keadfhip of Cnktsr, as a Son, in and over bi. 

own houſe, and of the church's intrinſic power aſſumed by the 

ſtate, and conſented to by this church fince the Revolution. Ant 

. without condeſcetiding upon any more, the prefbytery conchude: 

this part, with obfetving upon the whole, that when Henry VIII. 

of England did caſt off the authority of the ſee of Rene, and refuſ. 

4 55 to give that ſubjeCtion to the pope formerly paid by him and 

dais predeceſſors, he did at the ſame tiwe, aſſüme to himſelf 20 

- that power in his dominions, which che pope formerly claimed; and 

9 Son afterwards procured to haye himſelf acknowledged and dectat. 

ed by act of parliament, to be head of the church—head over al! 

. perſons, and in all cauſes, civil and ecclefiaſtic : And which anti. 

chriſtian fupremacy has, ever fince, continued an eſſential part 

pk the Eg conſtitution, and inherent right'of the crown; ſo 

o& that all "the cragned heads there, have ever ſince been as little 

opes oyer that realm, And that all fuch ſtill appropriate unto 

themſelves, that blaſphemous antichriſtian title of the head of the 

church, and ſupreme judge in all caufes, is'undeniably evident 


"$I. pears from a declaration made by King George 1 June 1th, 1715 


dior of the church in bis dominions ; declaring, that before the clergy 
© can order or ſettle any differences about the external policy of the 
church, they muſt firſt obtain leave under his broad ſeal fo to 


_ and alone Head, and fupreme' Governor of bis Fhureh. From 
This ſpiritual antichriſtian fupremacy, granted by Zngl/> laws to 
to the king of England, confirmed and eftabliſhed; by virtue of 
the incorporating union in Z/iti/h kings, by acts of Britiſb patlia 
ment, do flow all the forementioned acts impoſed upon the revolt: 
tion church of Scotland. And as theſe acts and laws declare, tha 
the Britiſh monarch confines not his ſpiritual ſuptemacy to the 
church of England, but extends it alſo over the church of Scl 


- practically lifted up the ſtand d of a public, free and faithful tel 

-  * timony, againſt theſe finful ufürpations, flowing from the foun- 
dean bf faid ſupremacy, and clothed with the authority of an anti. 
chriſtian parliament, where abjured bithops fit conſtituent mem- 
bers, but, on the contrary, has ſubmitted to every obe of them; 
therefore, chis church may Juffly be conſtructed, as approvers 
tevolt of theſe . latids from their fworn ſubjeCtion ant 

- Gbedichceto the Loup Jxsus Curr, as ſupreme in his ou 
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houſe; is conipleated, when they have theſe many years fubRituteT = 
another in his place, and framed ſupemacy inte a ſtanding low, 
to be the rale, according to which their kings muſt lord it over 
the houſe and heritage of the Living God: © Again 
The preſbytery teſtify againſt the manifold, and almoſt uninter- 
rupted oppoſition to the antient glorious uniformity in religiort 
b=rwixt the nations, that has appeared in the adminiſtration of both 
church and ſtate, ſince the laft Revolution. The revolution cen- 
ſtitution and ſettlement of religion, as has been already obſerved, 
laid our ſolemn covenants apd work of reformation; fworn to 
therein, ia a grave, and many ſtones. have ſinee been brought 
and caft upon them: Many ways and meafares have both chen 
and ftate taken to mzke fure the revolution ſepulchte of 'a ce 
nanted work of reformation, and prevent if poſſible its future res- 
ſuttection: Againſt all which, the preſbytery judge themſelves  _ 
bound to lift up their teſtimony. 'Particulafly, 7, 
If, The prefbytery teſtify againſt the incorporating union of 
this nation with England; as being an union founded upon an 
open violation of all the articles of the ſolemn league and ceve- 
nant, ſtill binding upon the nations; and conſequently; deſtruc- 
tive of that uniformity in religion once happily 'attaine&to bx 
them: Which will at firſt view appear, by comparing the articles 
of the union with theſe of the ſolemn league. All fbeistions 
and confederacies with the enemies of true religion and godfinefss 
ate exprefsly condemned in ſcripture, and repreſented as dange- * 
tous to the true acl of Gop; J viii; 12. Fer. it 28. Pal. 
ci. 35. Hv. 13. and vii. 8, 11. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. "And if 
_ ſimple confederacies with malignants and enemies to the cauſe of 
CarisT are condemned, much more is an incorporation with 
them, which is ati embodying of two into ene, and, therefore, a 
raiter conjunction. And taking the definition of malignants, _- 
given by the declaration of both kingdoms joined in arms, anm _ 
1643, to be juſt, which ſays, © Such as would nor take the co- 
© venant, were declared to be public enemies to their. e 1 
* and conntry, and that they are to be cenſured and puniſhed, 
ag profeſſed adverſaries and malignants;“ it cannot be refuſed, 
but that the prelatic party in England, now joined with, are 
ſuch. Further, by this incorporating union, this nation is oblig- 
ed to fupport the idolatrous church of England; agreeable whereto 
the Scatti/h parliament, in their act of Tecurity, relative to be 
treaty of union, declares, © That the parliament of England me 
“ provide for the ſecurity of the church of England, as they thi 
« expedient.” Accordingly, the Engliſb parſtament, before en- 
| tefirig upon the treaty of union with Scotland, framed an att for 
ſecuring the church of England het hierarchy and worſhip, as by 
"Jaw. eſtabliſhed. Which act they declare, Shall be inſerted, 
in expreſs terms, in any act of parliament which ſhall be mabe 
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6769). 
* for ſettling and ratifying any treaty of union, and ſhall be 


«declared to be an eſſential fundamental part thereof.” Hence, 


the act of the Engliſb parliament for the union of the two king- 
' doms, contains the above ac for ſecuring. the church of Eng- 
land. Which act being ſent down to Scotland, ſtands recorded 
among the acts of the laſt. Scottiſb parliament. Moreover, the 
laſt axticle of ſaid union contains, that all laws and ſtatues in 
either kingdoms, fo far as they are contrary to, or inconſiſtent 
with the terms of theſe articles, or any of them, ſhall, from and 
aker- the union, ceaſe and become void; which, as in the act 


of exemplification, was declared to be, by the parliament of both 
kingdoms. ' Thus, this nation, by engrofling the Angliſb act, eſ- 


tabliſhing Prelacy, and all the ſuperſtitious ceremonies, in the act 


of the union partiament, and by annulling all acts conttary to the 


united ſettlement, have ſealed, as far as men can do, the grave- 
tones formerly laid upon the covenanted uniformity of the na- 


tions. To all which the revolution church, by conſenting, and 


peaCtically approving this unhallowed union, have ſaid Amen; 
thaugh t firſt, ſome of the members, oppoſed and preached a- 


gaiuſt it, yet afterwards changed, and it ſome hiſtorians may be 


credited by the influence of gold, were ſwayed to an-approba- 
tion. This church's conſent to the union is evident, from their 
accepting of the act of ſecurity enacted by the Scots parhament, 
as the legal eftabliſhment and ſecurity of the church of Scetland ; 
and from the aſſembly 1715, utterly rejecting a propoſal to make 
a repreſentation to the king, that the incorporating union was a 
grievance to the church of Scotland ; though it ought ſtill to be re- 
. garded as ſuch, by all the lovers of reformation principles, be- 
cCauſe itis a diſclaiming of our ſworn duty, to endeavour the refor- 
mation of England and Vreland. It is a conſenting to the legal and 
unalterable eſtabſiſhment of abjured Prelacy in them, obliges the 
ſovereigus of Great Britain to ſwear to the preſervation of the pre · 
latie conſtitution, and idolatrous ceremonies of the epiſcopal church, 
and join in communion therewith ; and therefore, for ever ſecludes 

all true Preſhyterians from the ſupreme rule. This union eſtabli - 


ſhes the civil lordly power of biſhops, obliging the church of Scot- 


land to acknowledge them as their lawful magiſtrates and miniſters, 
to pray ſor bleſſing upon them in the exerciſe of their civil power, 
and is therefore, a folemn ratification of eraſtianiſm. It hath 
formerly reſcinded, and for eyer made void any act, or acts in 
favourt of a covenanted uniformity in religion, that might be ſup- 
poſed to be in force beſore this union: And therefore, While it 
fands, it is impfſible there can be a revival of that bleſled work, 
N wn once che glory of the nations of Scoiland, England and 


24, The: preſbytery teſtify. againſt the ſinful praftice of im- 
poking oaths upon the ſubjects, contradictory to preſbyterian 
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; principles in general, and to the oath, of the covenants in particu- 
* lar; as, the allegiance, and, particularly, the abjuration: All. 
. which oaths, impoſed by a Britiſß parliament, exclude our coye-- 
— nanted uniformity, and homologate the united conſtitution. But, 
d to prevent miſtakes, let it. be here obſerved, that the preſbytery do 
e not teſtify againſt any of theſe oaths, out of the remoteſt regard. 
n to the ſpurious pretended right of a popiſh pretender to the throne. 
it and crown of theſe kingdoms: For they judge and declare, that 
d by the word of God, and fundamental laws of the nations, he can 
* have no right, title or claim, to be king of theſe covenanted king- 
R doms ; ſecing, by our covenants and laws, eſtabliſhing the cove - 
— nanted reformation, which are well founded on the divine law, 


all Papiſts as well as prelatiſts, are, for ever excluded from che 
throne of theſe lands, and eſpecially of this kingdom. So that 
it is utterly inconſiſtent with the principles maintained by this 
preſbytery, conſtituted upon the footing of the covenanted church 
of Scotland, and with thz oath of Gop which 8 with the na- 
tions, are under, ever to acknowledge and own the pqpiſh pre- 
tender, or any of that curſed race, as their king: But they teſtify a- 
gainſt theſe oaths becauſe they bind to the ackhowledgment of the 
lawfulneſs of a prelatic ęraſtian conſtitution of civil government 
and homologate the incorporating union: In one article whereof 
it is declared, that theſe words, This realm, and the crown of 
% this tealm,“ &c. mentioned in the oaths, ſhall be underſtood of 
the crown and realm of Great Britain, &c. and that in that ſenſe, 
the ſaid oaths ſhall be taken and ſubſcribed, aud, particularly, the 
oath of abjutation: Which whoſoever takes, | ſwears to maintain 
eraſtian fupremacy, Prelacy, and Engliſh popiſh ceremonies; and 
ſo, at leaſt, by native and neceflary. conſequence, the ſwearing _ 
thereof is an abjuring of our ſacred covenants. - But that which 
puts it beyond all diſpute, that the oath of abjuration, in the li- 
teral ſenſe thereof, obliges to maintain the preiatic conſtitution of 
England, both in church and ſtate, as by law eſtabliſhed, 
and ſecured by the union act, is the expreſs words of that act of 
parliament, by which this oath. was impoſed, and to which it ex- 
preſsly refers, viz. the act of further limitation, where it is ſaid, 
* On which ſaid acts, { viz. of limitation, and further limitati- 
on, ) the prefervation of your Majeſty's royal perſon and go- 
* vernment, and the maintaining of the church of England, as 
* by law eſtabliſhed, do, under Gon, entirely depend. To the 
intent therefore, that theſe acts may be for ever inviolably pre- 
ſerved, it is hereby enacted, that magiſtrates and miniſters 
„ thall take the following oath,“ namely of abjuration, The a- 
dove act, thea, declaring that ſaid oath was directly intended for 
ue ſupport and eſtabliſnment of che.prelatic church of Zzgland : 
tollows, that this oath is a ſolemn abjuration of tha covenanted 
lormativn, as it is alſo expreſsly repugnant to preſbyterian prig- , 


ut tho' the abo de | oath. is ſo maniſeſtiy figful, yet the 
alles bf this church did neither faithfully warn others of the 
ſir und danger thereof, nor faithfully oppoſe it when impoſed on 
thetaſelves;- but agreeing that every one ſhould act therein as he 
rhought proper, they who-refuſed it may be reputed, /ecis eriminis 
Wich the generality, Who, comrary to their profeſſed principles, 
die tube And fubſcribe the ſame, and that (as ſays che oath), enr- 
ty and willingly; whereby they not only engaged to maintain a 
| the government, Prelacy, wich zul its popiſh ceremonies; 
to maintain only a prelatie government. and to oppoſe all o- 
there, even tho! Preſbyterian, in their acceſſion to the throne; and 
this, by virtue of the ſinful limitations and conditions wherewith 
the omth is elogged: And hereby, theſe nominal Prefbytewans 
difcover that they are not poſſeſſed of a zeal for the advancement 
of che true preſbyterian cauſe and principles, proportionable to 
at- which 215 Pd diſcover for their will- workup and luper- 


© 4% The e 

N y-teNtify againſt a ſinful and almoſt bound- 
146 A unn 1712, a woful fruit of che union: 
By which — act, not only thoſe of the epiſcopal commu. 
mon in Scerland have the protection of authority, but a wide door 
is enſt open, and ample paſs given to all ſects and! bereticks 
_ {popith recuſants and 5d Antitrioſtaiane ſome way excepted, who 
Fer are numerous in the nation), to make whatever attacks they 
= upon the kingdom and intereſt of our glorious REDEEMER, 
order to the 1 of our own, and the devil's, and all 
injpunity- The foreſaid act warrants the epiſcopal clergy 

| e adminiſter all ordinances, and perform their own Vor- 
: after theis own manner, with all the popiſh canons ant ce- 
' remonies thereof, and obliges all magiſtrates to protect and aſſiſt 
them, while it deſtroys the hedge of church diſcipline againſt. the 
Teandalous and profane, and is therefore a ſettling and cflabliſhing 
of Prelacy in Scotland, giving it a ſecurity, little, if any thing, 
__  Inferjor to that which the eſtabliſhed church haas. Again, by 2 
FTerlfauſe in the toleration bill, the ſecurity given by former laws to 
_ preſbyterian church government and diſcipline, is undermined 

and taken away, at leaſt rendered ineſfectual, and made the ſub- 
ject of ridicule to the openly profane, by the civil magiltrate“ 
withdrawing his concurrence, in as much as it declares the civil 

1 re ain of ex communication to be taken away, and that none are to 

be compelled to appear before church judicatories. here is no- 
thing in religion of an indifferent nature; For whoſcever (fait) 
„ Cnx187), ſhall break one of the | leaſt of theſe command- 
ments, and ſhall teach men ſo, ſhall be called leaft'in the king - 
dom of HA NEX.“ It moſt then be the-moſt daring wickec- 
_ neſs,” and an affronting of the Majeſty of Heaven in the hig 
+ eft manner, R to Cans * . 


tm) 


an of religions, and thereby give a liberty where the divine law 
has —— it — ga exalting of himſelf, not only to 
be an equal with, bar to a ſtate of ſuperiority above the Go of 
lory. Whatever ptinciples are of divine authority; tequite no 
tole ration from man; it is wickedneſs to pretend to do it, ſeeing 
whatever comes under the neceſſity of a toleration, properly. fo 
called, falls at the ſame time under the notion of a crime. And 
no leſs wicked is it for a magiſtrate to protect, by a promiſcuous 
toleration, all heretics, herefies, and errors; yea, it is a manifeſt 
breach of truſt, and plain perverting the end of his office, ſee- 
ing he is appointed to be cuftos et vindex utriu/que tobulz,. intruſt- 
ed with the concerns of God's glory, as well as the intereſts 
men. Experience has in every age taught, that a toleration of 
all religions, is the cut-throat and ruin of all true religion: It is 
the inoſt effectual method that ever the policy of belt hatched to 
baniſk all true godlineſs out of the world: But however mani- 
fold the evils be that toleration is big with, this churchy inſtead 
of oppoſing; ſeems to have complied therewith, and to be of tolera- 
tion principles; which is evident, not only from their receiving 
into; communion the Scots curates, of which above; but from 
their joining in communion with Mr. "Whitefield, (an Engliſb eu- 
rate, and member of that church, aud ringleader of the Metho- 
diſts there) when he is in Scotland Again it is known, that 
when the Scots gentlemen are ſent to attend the Britiſh parlia- 
ment, or are at any time in England, they do many of them join 
in communion with the prelatic church, nay, are guilty of taking 
the facramental teſt, (that is, taking the ſacrament after their ſu- 
perſtitious manner, to qualify them: for any public poſt :) Vet this 
church receives.them into the cloſeſt communion, without requir- 


ing any ſatis faction for theſe evils; whereby they act contrary 


to CarisT's example, in purging and keeping his houſe pure, 
and contrary to the ſcripture, Rev. ii. 14, 15, 20, 

Aeby. In like manner the preſbytery teſtify againſt the tytan - 
ny that has Frequently appeared in the adminiſtration fince the 
Revolution, both in church and ſtate. The civil powers, have 
diſcovered" not a little of tyrannical and arbitrary power in impoſ- 
ing their laws, ſtatutes and injunctions upon the church, as in 
the inſtances of the particulars formerly noticed. But further, it 
has appeared in their fining and impriſoning perſons, becauſe 
(though endeavouring to live peaceably, as far as poſſible, with all 
men), they could not in conſcience, and in a due regard to the 
enen se own the lawfulneſs of their authority, by ſwear- 
ing fidelity to the preſent conſtitution. Again, in theit diſpenſing 
with, and counter- acting the law of Gov in a vatiety of in- 
ſtanegg. Thus while, without any divine warrant, the crime of 
at capitally puniſhed, yet the groſſeſt adulterers, who are 


ty puniſhable ky/the divine laws, paid with imppoity : And 
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ann But tho” the aboro oath is ſo- maniſeſtiy finful, yet the 
= ef of this church did neither faithfully warn others of the 
Ge bnd danger thereof, nor faithfully oppole it when impoſed on 
themſelves;- but e every one ſhould act therein as he 
rhought proper, they who-refuſcd ie may be reputed, /ecis eriminis 


with-the generality, who, comrary to their profeſſed principles, 


Hake nd fubſcribe the fame; and that (as fays che oath), hear- 


ty and willingly; whereby they not only engaged to maintain a 
te government, Prelaey, with all its popiſh ceremomes; 

but to maintain only a prelatie government, and to oppoſe: all o- 
there, even tho! Preſbyterian, in their acceſſian to the throne; and 
this; by virtue of the ſinful limitations and conditions wherewith 
the ouch is clogged: And hereby, theſe nominal Prefbytemans 
diſcover” that they are not poſſeſſed of a zeal for the advancement 
of che true preſbyterian cauſe and principles, proportionable to 
that Which the Engliſb diſcover for their will- worſlup and ſuper- 


y teſtify againſt a linful and almoſt bound 
0 2 woful fruit of che union: 


nion 
lpopim recuſants a 
Jet ate numerous in the: nation), 
e upon the kingdom and intereſt of our glorious REDEEMER, 
In order to the advancement of our own, and the devil's, and all 
wich injpunity- The forefaid act warrants the epiſcopal clergy 

| 1 to adminiſter all ordinances, and perform their own wor. 
up after their own manner, with all the popiſh canons and ce- 
' remonies thereof, and obliges all magiſtrates to protect and allill 
them, while it-defiroys the hedge of church diſcipline againſt the 


Tcaridalous and profane, and is therefore a ſettling and eſtabliſhing 


of Prelacy in Scotland, giving it a ſecurity, little, if any thing, 
inferior to that which the eſtabliſned church has. Again, by 2 
cauſe in the toleration bill, the ſecurity given by former laws io 
preſbyterian church government and diſcipline, is undermined 
and taken away; at leaſt rendered ineffe&ual, and made the ſub- 
jett of ridicule to the openly profane, by the civil , magiſtrate's 
withdrawing his concurrence, in as much as it declares the civil 

; 3 ex communication to be taken away, and that one are t? 
be compelled to appear before church judicatorics. here is no- 
ching in religion of an indifferent nature z “ Fot whoſoever (fait! 
„ C1579, ſhall break one of the leaſt of theſe command. 
<-ments, and ſhall teach men fo, ſhall be called leaſt in theKking- 
dom of HzAx ne“ It moſt then be the moſt daring wickec- 
mee, and an affronting of the Majeſty of Heaven in the big, 
eſt manner, for ancarthly monarch to pretend to enact a tler 
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an of religions, and thereby give a liberty where the divine law 
has laid a reſtraint; it implies an exalting of himſelf, not only to 
be an equal with, bat to a ſtate of ſuperiority above the Gou of 
glory. Whatever ptinciples are of divine authority; require no 
toleration from man; it is wickedneſs to pretend to do it, ſeeing 
whatever comes under the neceſſity of a toleration, properly fo 
called, falls at the ſame time under the notion of a crime. And 
no leſs wicked is it for a magiſtrate to protect, by a promiſcuous 
toleration, all heretics, herefies, and errors; yea, it is a manifeſt 
breach of truſt, and plain perverting the end of his office, ſee- 
ing he is appointed to be cuftor et vindex utriuſque tobulz,. intruſt- 
ed with the concerns of Gop's glory, as well as the intereſts 

men. Experience has in every age taught, that a toleration of 
all religions, is the cut-throat and ruin of all true religion: It is 
the Moſt effectual method that ever the policy ef hell hatched to 
baniſh all true godlineſs out of the world: But however mani- 
fold the evils be that toleration is big with, this church, inſtead 
of oppoſing, ſeems to have complied therewith, and to be of toleras 
tion principles; which is evident, not only from their receiving 
into; communion the Scots curates, of which above; but from 
their joining in communion with Mr. Whitefield, (an Engliſh eu- 
rate, and member of that church, aud ringleader of the Metho- 
diſts there) when he is in Scotland Again it is known, that 
when the Scots gentlemen are ſent to attend che Britiſh parlia- 
ment, or are at any time in England, they do many of them join 
in communton with the prelatic church, nay, are guilty of taking 
the facramental teſt, (that is, taking the ſacrament after their ſu- 
perſtitious manner, to qualify them for any public poſt :) Yet this 
church receives. them into the cloſeſt communion, without requir- 


ing any fatisfaQtion for theſe evils; whereby they act contrary 


to Car1sT's example, in purging and keeping bis houſe pure, 
and contrary to the ſcripture, Rev. ii. 14, 15, 20. 

rh. In like mannet the preſbytery teſtify againſt the tyran- 
ny that has frequently appeared in the adminiſtration ſinee the 
Revolution, both in church and ſtate. The civil powers, have 
diſcovered not a little of tyranmical and arbitrary power in impoſ- 
ing their laws, ſtatutes and injunCtions upon the church, as in 
the inſtances of the particulars tormerly noticed. But further, it 
has appeared in their fining and impriſoning perſons, becauſe 
(though endeavouring to live peaceably, as far as poſſible, with all 
men), they could not in conſcience, and in a due regard to the 
ee ese own the lawfulnc ſs of their authority, by ſwear- 
ing fidelity to the preſent conſtitution. Again, in their diſpenſing 
with, and counter-aQting the law of Gov in a vanety of in- 
ſianges: Thus while, without any divine warrant, the crime of 
tha is capitally puniſhed, yet the groſſeſt adulterers, who are 


r puniſhable by the divine law, paſs with imppnity : And 
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frequently reprieves, and ſometimes pardons, (as in the cafe of 
Porteous) have been granted to murderers, expreſly con to 
the law of Gop; which declares, that Whoſoever ſheddeth 
man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed.” Another aſtoniſh- 
ing and full evidence of the above charge, is in the act repeal- 
ing the penal ſtatutes againſt witches, Sc. 1735, where it is 
enacted, "That no proſecution, ſuit, or proceeding, ſhall be 
„ carried on againſt any perſon or perſons for witchcraft, ſorcery, 
«© inchantment or conjuration,” Sc. This act in plain terms 
flatly contradicts and oppoſes the law of Gop in the very letter 
thereof; ſee Levit. xx. 6, 27. Deut xviii. 10, 11, 12. Exod. xxii. 
18. Not only has the ſtate in theſe and in other inſtances, (as 
the impoſing almoſt intolerable taxations upon the impoveriſhed 
ſubjects, for ſupporting the grandeur of uſeleſs and wicked pen- 
fioners, and for carrying on wars often, not only ſinſul, in reſpect 
of their riſe and cauſes, but in their nature and tendency unprofit- 
able to the nations), been guilty of this evil, but alſo the revolu- 
tn chufch hath exerciſed a moſt tyrannical government. As 
many of the conſtituent members of the revolution church had 
ſhown a perſecuting tyrannizing ſpirit, againſt the faithful con · 
tenders for the truth, in the matter of the public refolution ; fo 
the ſame ſpirit has ſtill continued ſince the Revolution, and fre- 
quently exerted itfelf in a moſt arbitrary manner, againſt all who 
have made any appearance for a covenanted work of reforma- 
tion. Accordingly, ſoon after the Revolution, this church raiſed 
fame proceſſes againſt Mr. John Hepburn miniſter at Orr, under 
pretence of ſome irregularities, but in reality, for his making 
ſome appearance againſt their abounding defection, and for a cove- 
nanted work of reformation, and continued their proſecution to 
ſuſpenſion and depoſition ; and further, applied to the civil magi- 
ſtrate to apprehend ſaid Mr. Hepburn, who accordingly was im- 
priſoned in Edinburgh, and then, becauſe of his preaching to peo- 
ple out of a window, was carried to Stirling caſtle, and kept 


ctofe prifoner there for a conſiderable time, as a book, entitled 


Humble pleadings, fully diſcovers. They likewiſe exerciſed their 
' tyranny againſt Meſſrs Gilchriſt in Dunſcore, and Taylor in Wam- 
fhray, whom they proſecuted, not only to ' depoſition, but even 
excommunication, for no reaſon, but their bearing teſtimony a+ 
gainſt that-enfnaring, oath-of abjuration, and a number of other 
defeQions. Again, this church, ſtill fond of ſupreſſing the good 
old caute and owners thereof, framed and proſecuted a libel, molt 
unjuſtly, (ſome even of themſelves being judges) againſt Mr. John 
Macmillan rainiſter in Balmaghie, for preſenting, ini a regular man- 
ner, a paper of real and acknowledged grievances z_ and, becauſe 
he would not refile from it, but continued to plead for a greſs 
was at laſt depoſed: As alſo Mr. h Macneil preacher, the 


tame reaſon, had his licence taken from him: And, by tt u- 
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thority of the aſſembly, both of them were proſecuted.” andeen- - 
ſared, not for ſcandal, inſufficiency, or negligence, error in doc- 
trine, c But only on account of their pleading for the covenanted 
reformation of the church of Scotland, and maintaining a neceſſary 
teltimony againſt the prevailing corruptions and defections of 
former and preſent times, as appears from their paper of grievances 
and joint declinature, printed 1708. Nay, ſuch was their mad 
zeal againſt reformation principles, that by the AF 1 5th of Aſem. 
the commiſhon was not only impowered to cenſure all the tore- 
mentioned perſons, but alſo enjoined to apply the civil magiſtrate 
for ſuppreſſing and puniſhing them; and accordingly ſundry of 
them were proclaimed rebels over public market crafſes, only for 
their coutinued adherence to reformation : And befides other in- 
ſtances; their magiſterial and lordly power exerciſed over the flock. 
of CHRIST, in the violent intruſion of miniſters in vacant churches 
over the belly of the people, and then excommunicating from 
ſealing ordinances ſuch as cannot in conſcience ſubmit to the mi- 
niſtry of theſe intruders, is a moſt glaring one; while at the ſame 
time ſevere cenſures are inflicted upon ſuch miniſters as have the 
honeſty to oppoſe theſe antichriſtian meaſures. Loud complaints. 
have likewife been made againſt their arbitrary and tyrannical 
conduct, with reference to Mr. Ebenezer Erſtine, and others with 
him, deſigned by the name of the Acciate Preftytery, becauſe 
of their remonſtrating againſt and endeavouring to rectify ſame of 
the forementioned evils in the church : The juſtneſs of which 
grievances and complaints may be inſtructed from their own writs: 
ings on that head. | N 2 

It muſt not be here omitted to remark, that as this church is 
jay charged with tyranny in government, ſo ſhe is equally guil- 
ty of partiality in diſcipline. Though all that difcover any mea- 
ſure of faithfulneſs in the concerns of CHRIST's glory, are fare 
to meet with moſt ſevere treatment, yet the looſe, profane and 
erroneous, have ſeldom any church cenſures put in execution a- 
gainſt them. This church never made any ſuitable inquiry into 
the finful compliances, and ſad defections of her members and 
office - bearers, during the perſecuting period; and that unfaithful- 
neſs in the exerciſe of church diſcipline is {till copied after. How 
few guilty of the moſt groſs ſcandals are cenſured, ſuch as no- 
torious drunkenneſs, blaſphemy, curſing, ſwearing, ſabbath-break- 
ing, uncleanneſs, eſpecially among the rich, who are capable to 
give pecuniary mulcts to free them from church cenſures? (Thus, 
in conformity to the prelatic and antichriſtian example, ſetting to 
ſale the cenfures of the church, and diſpenſing with the laws of 
Cunts for money.) Nay, not only are ſuch. overlooked, but 
many zilty of theſe groſs fins, together with oppreſſion, neglec- 
ters e amily worſhip, and the grofsly ignorant, are, without 

Mio aeknowledgement of theſe fins, admitted to the higheſt, * 
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aud moſt ſolemn ordinances, vis: both ſacraments, And this may 
be thought the leſs ſtrange, when perſons chaggeable with moſt of 
theſe fins, are admitted, and continued to be office-bearers in the 
houſe of Gon. Perſons, and even teachers, maintaining moſt 
Jreadful blaſphemous errors, connived at, patroniſed, or but ſlight- 
ly cenſured, arid ſtill kept in communion, without any open Fe» 
nuneiation of theſe herefies : Play-houſes, the ſeminaries of vice 
and impiety,erefted in the principal cities of the nation, and ſtage· 
layer, commonly amongſt the moſt abandoned of mankind, e- 
ron be with impunity: Yea, this pagan entertainment of the ſtage 
s countenauced by the members and office-bearers of this 3 
and that to ſuch a degree, that one of the miniſters thereof haz 
commenced author of a moſt profane play, called Tbe tragedy of 
Douglas, wherein immorality is promoted, and what is facred ex- 

-  poſe@ to ridicule: Oh! how aſtcniſhing ! that a miniſter in the 
' once famous church of Scotland ſhould be guilty of ſuch abomina- 
tions, and yet not immediately ſentenced to bear the higheſt of all 
urch cenfure! _ —- 2 | 8 
"*32hly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt this eſtabliſhed church, for 
unfaithfulneſs of doctrine; the which will appear by a few in - 
- flances* Although before the Revolution, the Lonxp Jxsus 
CHRIST was openly, as far as human laws could do, diveſted of 
his headſhip and ſovereignty in and over his church: Although 
the divine right of preſbytery had been publicly and nationally ex- 
ploded, derided and denied; yet this church has never, by any 
formal act, declared that our Loxp Jesus CHRIST is fole king, 
the alone ſupreme head of his church; nor yet in the ſame man- 
ner declared, that the preſbjterian form of church government is 
of divine tight, and condemned all other forms, as contrary to 
the word. Such a teſtimony was the more neceſfary, when the 
civil powers have acrogated CRRILST's power to themſelves; and 
continue to exerciſe it over his church; and the want of it is an e- 
vidence of the church's unſoundneſs in the doctrimie of government, 
and of Cyr18T's kingly office. This Church's error in doctrine, 
further appears from their condemnation of a book, entitled T he 
marrow of modern divinity, as containing groſs antinomian errors, 
whereby they condemned many great goſpel truths as errors, par- 
ticularly, that believers are al:ogether ſet free from the law, as a 
covenant of works, both from its commanding and condemning 
power, together with others; whereby they have made way for, 
and encouraged that legal, moral way of haranguing, exclufive 
of CaxrsT, and his moſt perfect righteouſneſs, (Which is ſo 
common and frequent in all corners of the land,) and opened a 
door for introducing Baxterian principles, which, in conſequence 
hereof, have Gnce very much prevailed. Another "evidfiace of 
peo church's unſoundneſs and 'unfaithfulneſs in docttine beit 
exceſſive ſinful lenity towards the moſt groſs beretics: Mtb 
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Arminian and. Pelagian. berefies, and Arian blaſpbemies - 
have heen publiciy taught; and altbough true godlinefs, and the 
effectual working of the Spirit on the fouls of men have been pubs . 
licly expoſed as enthuſiaſm, and many other damnable heteſies 
vented 3 yet this church has never lifted up the faithful ſtandard . 
of a judicial teſtimony, in condemnation of theſe hereſies, and. 
vindication of the precious truths of CHRIS thereby impugned. 
And when miniſters and members of this church have been pro- 
ceſſed before her aſſemblies, and couvicted of maintaining many 
groſs errors, no adequate cenſure has been inflicted. This patrticu- 
larly appears in the caſe of Mr Simnſon, profeſſor of divinity in the 
college of G/a/g2w, when proceſſed, before the judicatories of this 
church, in the years 1715 and 1716, ſor ſeveral groſs errors; ſuch 
28 © That regard to our own happineſs, in the enjoyment of Gon, 
« ought to be our chief motive in ſerving him, and that our glori- 
« fying of Gon is ſubordinate to it: That Adam was not our fe- 
« deral head; and other Arminian, Sacinian and Pelagian here 
ſies, all to be found in his anſwers to Mr. Webſter's libel given in 
againſt him, and clearly proven: Yet was he diſmiſſed with a very 
gentle admonition. The which ſinful lenity encouraged him, not 
only to perſiſt in the ſame errors, but alſo tothe venting of Arian 
herefies among his ſtudents. n 
Accordingly, he was arraigned again before the aſſembly's bar 
in the years 1727-28-29, when it was found clearly proven, that 
he had denied the neceflary exiſtence of our Loan JFesvs 
CarisT, and the numerical Oneneſs of the Three Perſons of 
the Trinity in ſubſtance and eſſence, with other damnable tenets. 
Yet when theſe articles, whereby he had attempted to depoſe the 
Son of Gop from his ſupreme deity, were proven, and when (as 
one of the members of this church, in his proteſt againſt the aſ- 
ſembly's ſentence, faid,) the Sen af Gop was, as it were, ap- 
pearing at the bar of that aſſembly, craving juſtice againſt one 
who had derogated from his eſſential glory, and blaſphemed his 
name, at which every knee ſhould bow: Yet ſuch was the cor- 
ruption and unfaithfulneſs of this church, that the blaſphemer 
was diſmiſſed without any adequate cenſure paſſed upon him, and 
on continued in the character of a miniſter and member of this 

urch. | AL A 

Again, when Mr. Campbell, profeſſor of church hiſtory at 
St. Andrews, was proceſled beſore the judicatories of this church, 
for maintaining a ſcheme of dangerous and moſt pernicious prin- 
ciples, which he publiſhed to the world, having a manifeſt ten- 
dency to ſubvert revealed religion, and expoſe the exercife of fe- 
tions godlineſs, under the notion of enthuſiaſm z to advance ſelf- 
loves the leading principle and motive in all human actions 
er; and to deſtroy the ſelf-ſufficiency of Gop, making 
Hes debtor to his creatutes: Let though theſe, with à number 
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of Gop-diſhonouring, creature-exalting, andſoul-ruining errors, 
were notorious from his books, and were defended by him; the 
heretic, inſtead of being duly cenſured, was countenanced and 
careſſed: Whereby this church has given a moſt deep wound to 
ſame of the moſt important truths of the Chriſtian religion, and 
becomes chargeable with the guilt of all the errors maintained by 
that erroneous profeſſor. 

A third inſtance of this church's. unfaithfulneſs, appears in 
the caſe of Mr. Glat, and others, who openly: vented, by preach- 
ing and printing independent ſchemes of church government, with 
ſome new improvements; attacked our confeſſion of faith and co- 
venants, unhinging all order and government in the church, pull- 
ed up tbe hedge of diſcipline, to introduce all errors in doctrine, 
and corruption in worſhip ; and, at laſt, openly renounced preſby- 
tery, name and thing, (denying, that there 1 is any warrant for nation- 
al churches under the New Teſtament,) and aſſerted, that our 
martyrs, who ſuffered for adhering to the covenanted reformation, 
re ſo far in a deluſion, with many other ſectarian tenets : For 
ich, the church at firſt ſuſpended, and then depoſed ſome of 
them. But afterwards, as if this church repented of doing ſo 
much in fayours of  preſbytery, they were reponed, to the great 
danger of the church: For having diſcovered no remorſe for their 
errors, they immediately * all their parts to ſhake preſby- 
tery, by fetting up indepefident churches and ordaining ſeveral 
mechanics to be their mininſters ; and nothing done by the church 
for putting a flop to theſe errors, and for reviving and vindicating 
the precious truths they had impugned 

Likewiſe, when Mr. V iſbart was ſtaged for error vented by 
him in ſome of his ſermons, with reſpeCt to the influence of ar- 

nts taken from the awe of future rewards and puniſhments, 
and other erroneous notions ; he was diſmifſed without any re- 
nunciation of his heterodox principles, and aſſoilzied by the ju · 
dicatories of this church: And, as eaſy abſolutions encourage er- 
ror, fo no ſooner was he alo1lzicd, but he had the aſſurance to 
recommend erroneous books ſuch as Doctor Whitchcot's ſermons 
co his fludents. It is indeed no ſmall evidence of the un- 
ſoundneſs of this church. when the heads of colleges are ſuffered, 
with impunity, to recommend ſuch books for ſtudents and proba- 
tioners.to form upon. 

gain, when proſeſſor  Leechman was quarrelled for, his 
geiitical ſermon on prayer, by the preſbytery of Glaſgeu, and 
afterwards carried before the aſſembly; yet although, in all bis 
ſermons, he preſents Gop as the objedt of prayer, merely as 
our CREATOR, without any relation to CHRIsT, as MEDIATOR 5 
but recommends to his hearers, as the only acceptable „ 
of mind, an aſſured confidence in the goodneſs and mercy 
Cukaron: 82 only has that Chriſtleſs ſermon been very 
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extolled, but the author diſmiſſed ſrom the aſſembly's bar in ſuck 
à manner, as if thereby he had merited their applauſe. From all 
which it ſufficiently appears, that this church is unſound and un- 
faithful, in point of doctrine; eſpecially, if it is conſidered, that 
ſhe hath been frequently addreſſed by reperſentations, declaring 
the neceſſity of an aſſertory act, affirming and aſcertaining the 
precious truths injured and impugned, and that publicly, by the 
above mentioned errors; and that a ſolemn warning ſhould be 
emitted, diſcovering the evil and danger of them: Yet that ne- 
th Bf ceffary duty has ſtill been contemned and diſregarded. _ 

_ The great truths of Gop, have, for many years, lien wounded 


ull- and bleeding in our ſtreets, trampled upon by their open daring 
ne, enemies; while this church has entirely forgot and ſlighted the 
by- I divine command, to contend, earneſtly for the faith once deliver- 


our ed to the ſaints, And though the Veſtminſter Confellion of 
our Faith continues to be ſubſcribed by intrants into the miniſtry, {the 
on, ¶ covenants owned by the reformed church of Scetlund, as a part 
of her confeſſion, being abſtracted from the confeſſion of this pre- 
e of IN ſent church,) yet, how little of that ſyſtem and order of doctrine 
is now. taught? the generality having juſt' as much of CHRIST, 
reat and the doctrines of bis crols, in moſt of their diſcourſes, as is. 
heir to be found in the writings of Plata, Epictetus and Seneca, and 
the reſt of the Pagan moraliſts. So that this church appears or- 
eral thodox, in little (or no) other ſenſe, than the church of Fabland 
is ſo, viz. by ſubſcribing the 39 articles, which are Calvin/lical 
ting in the docttinal parts; while- yet the Arminian ſyſtem of doc - 
| trine is generally received and taught by her clergy. Add to 
d by v bat is above, that this church maintains no ſuitable teſtimony 
far - :gainſt Gns of all ſorts, in perſons of all ſtations; neither does ſhe 
nts, ¶emit faithful warnings anent the fnares and dangers of the nation, 
| nor full and free declarations of preſent duty, as church judica- 
tories, like faithful watchmen, did in former times. But ſach 
taithfulneſs in Gop's matters is not now, alas! to be expected; 
ſeeing this church hath made a formal concert, or mutual paction, 
binding up one another from [preaching "againſt, and applyi 
their doctrines to the ſins, corruprions and ſcandals of the times: 
dee A; of Aſſem. 16th, 17, anno 1712, Act 6th, 1713,48 8th, 1714, 
4 0th, 1715. The preſbytery cannot allo here omit obſerving, and 
that with deep regret, that although the moſt damnable principles, 


which: have a direct tendency to deny the being of a God, and fo 
and Wt propagate opinionative- atheiſm, to ſubvert all religion, to ex- 
1 bis Etol-che power of corrupt nature, and exalt Papery, as the beſt form . 
el 25 of religion, to deny the ſubjection of the world to, the providence 
roR 5 ef Gap, to deſtroy all diſtinction betwixt virtue and vice, and 


conſequently affirm, that there is no moral evil in the world, and 
to rige Chriſtianity as deſtitute of divine authority, have been 
ately vented by David Hume, Eſq; and another defigned by the 
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name of Sopho ; Yet this church hath paſſed no fuirable cetiſure 
upon the authors of theſe impious. and blaſphemous principles, 
though they juſtly deſerve the very higheſt : Nor have they done 
any thing to teflify their diſlike, or put an effeQaal ſtop to the 
ſpreading of theſe abominable tenets. The preſbytery therefore, 
as they declare their abhorrence of theſe, and the other errors for- 
merly mentioned, ſo teſtify. againſt the charch's notorious un- 
faithfulneſs, in ſuffering theſe wretches to paſs with impunity; 
ard as being, on all theſe accounts noticed, unſound and corrupt, 
in the matter of Mttine, Oc. It may alſo be here remarked, as 
an undoubted evidence of the corruptneſs of the ſtate, that altho' 
there are civil Jaws preſently in being, which declare che maintain- 
ing of antitrinitarian, atheiſtical principles, to be not only cri- 
minal, but capital; yet the civil powers in the nation have not fo 
much regard to GoD, and the Sox of Gop, as to punith treaſon 

openly acted againſt them. ; "Wy, RE 
- Ghly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt both church and ſtate, for 
Weir fnful affociations with malignants : As declared enemies to 
the covenanted intereſt have ingroſſed the civil power wholly into 
their hands, fince the ic reſolutions, that a door was opened 
for their admiſfion ; ſo ſuch is the nature of the laws preſently 
extant and in force, that one cannot be admitted to any office, 
civil or military, but by ſwearing away all friendſhip to a cove- 
nanted reformation. And moreover, all along ſince the late Re- 
volution, che nations have been the moſt earneſt in purſuing after 
friendſhiß Trich the groſſeſt idolaters ; and, in expreſs contradic- 
tion to the word of Gop, have confederated in the cloſeſt alliance 
with God's declared enemies abroad; nay, have exhaufted their 
"Arength and ſubſtance, in maintaining the quarrel of ſuch as 
have been remarkable for their hatred at, and perſecution of the 
|=" pri intereſt. The revolution church hath alſo ſaid a con- 
acy with ſuch as have, on all occaſiens, ſhewed a rooted en- 
mity and hatred at reformation principles: Which appears from 
their admitting ſuch (as noticed above,) to be office-bearers in the 
church: From their obſerving faſts, and praying for ſucceſs to the 
allied armies, though almoſt wholly compoſed of ſuch, and many 
| pepiſh idolaters : From their going in 
with, and approving of the finful incorporating union with Eng- 
land: From their acknowledging the civil power of churchmen 
ss lawful: From their joining in religious communion with Mr, 

IV hitefield'; and in many other inſtances; £42 

Not to infiſt further in enumerating particulars, the prefſbytery 
finally teſtify againſt church and ſtate, for their negligence to 
ſuppreſs impiety, vice, and ſuperſtitious obſervance of hay days, 
De. The civil powers, herein acting direQly contrac do the 
nMure, and preverting the very ends of the magiſtrate i office, 
which is to be ce of vindex wiriufque tabule : the miniſter of 
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don u tevenger, to execute wratli on bim that doth evil. Tragt. 
greffors.of the firſt table of the law Bar foe fin operify with im- 
punity; ang, while the religious obſekratibn of the fabbath is 
dot regarded, the ſuperſtitious obſervation of Holy-days, even is 
Seor land, is ſo much authoriſed, that on ſome of them the mo 
confiderable coùfts of 1 are difcharged to fit. Stage-plays, 
maſquerades, balls, aflemblies, and promiſcuous dancings, he 
very nurſeries of impiety and wickedneſs, are not only toltrated, 
but even countenaticed by law. And as theſe, with other evils, 
are permitted-by the civil powers; fo this church ſeems to have 
loſt all zeal againſt fin. : No fuitable endeavours ate uſed to pre- 
vent the growth of atheiſm, idolatry and ſuperſtition: And tho” 
Prelacy, as well ag Popery, is growing apace in the lands, and or- 
gans publicly uſed in that ſuperſtitious worſhip ; yet no teſtimony 
is given againſt them, but new modes introduced into the worſhip 
of GoD, for carnal ends, as a gradual advance toward that fuper- 
ſtition: Yea, ſo unconcerned about ſuppreſfing vice and extrava- 
nt vanityy Ho. that not only are the forementioned nurſeries of 
u frequented by miniſters children, but miniſters themſelves hive 
countenanced them by their preſence, to the great ſcandal of their 
offices and manifeſt encouragement of cbt Fo :mMinarte 
morality. And notwithſtandipg that by the late proclamation ' 
the penal laws againſt vice and profanity. ſeem. to be revived, 
(which is in itſelf ſo far good,) yet this. cannot-ſuperſede or re- 
move.the grounds of the preſbytery's teſtimony, againſt church 
and ſtate complexly, on the above account, or even againſt che 
thing itſelf, in the manner that it is gone about. For beſides that, 
notwithſtanding of all former endeavours of this kind, ſince the 
overthrow of our ſcriptural and covenanted. reformation, immo, 
rality and wickedneſs have till increaſed and overflowed all theſe 
banks ; partly, becauſe, after all their pretences, the laws were 
not vigotouſly put in execution, (and as good, no law nor penal- 
ty, as no execution, J and partly, becauſe theſe law-makers, be- 
ing allo themſelves the Jaw-breakers, have entruſted the exceu- 
tion to ſuch as are generally ringleaders in a variety of groſs im- 
moralities; it is not likely, that ever Gop will countenance and , 
bleſs ſuch attempts, whereby (contrary. to ſcripture and all good 
order,) the eccleſiaſtical power is ſubjected to the civil, and mini- 
ſters made the. bare inſge ctors of men's manners, and informers 
ts inferior judges, without having it in their power to oblige 
ſuch tranlgreſſors (if obſtinate) to compear before church judica« 
tories, and conform and ſubmit to the law of CMRIST's houſe. 
Nay, ſo far will Gor be from approving ſuch. eraſtian methods 
of reformation, that he will certainly vifit for this, among all our 


other iniquitics, ahd in his own. due time make a breach upon us, 


bebauſe we Tought him not in due order. Wherefore, and fox all 
theſe grounds, the preſbytery ey. againſt böch church and ſtate, 
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as in their conſtitutions eraflian and antiſcriptural, including the 
ſubſtitution and acknowledgement of another head and governor 
over the church than CRRIST, as may be ſufficiently evident 
from the proofs above adduced. — And particularly, becauſe the 
ritiſh united conſtitution is ſuch as involves the whole land, and 
all ranks therein, in the dreadful guilt of idolatry, communicat- 
ing with idolaters, apoſtacy, perjury, Sc“. They declare. they 
can have no communion therewith ; but that it is ſuch an aſſocia» 
tion.as that God's call to his people, concerning it, is, (Come 
cc out from among them. Be ye ſeparate, and touch not the un- 
* clean thing, and I will receive you, faith the Lozoy,” _ - 
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5 "== * as much as a good number of people in the north of 
= JF 7Zreland have acceded, and ſubmitted themſelves to the 


1 
1 


Peſbytery, and one of their number is fixed among them as 
$ = SEtheir proper paſtor, the preſbytery intended to have ſubjoined 
E © -—_ fomething by way of appendix to the above Teſtimony, with 

relation to the ſtate of religion in that kingdom, eſpeei 
with regard to the ſettlement of the Preſbyterian religion there. 
But as dioceſan. Epiſcopacy is the religion there eſtabliſhed 
by-law, againſt which the preſbytery has declared and teſtified, 
as above) as an antiſcriptural, anticovenanted, and merely a 
human and political ſettlement, (whether conſidered abſtractly, 
or complexly with that in the kingdom of Scatland,) there 
needs nothing be farther ſaid anent it: And as thoſe called 
Preſbyterians in Ireland, are equally enemies to the true cove- 


of Scat land, fo the above teſtimony equallycſtrikes againſt them 
with the other. | There ſeems, however, to be this conſiderable 
difference betwiat the Preſbyterians in Scotland and Ireland, viz, 
That altho“ the ſettlement is the ſame as to the matter of it, 
yet 10 it is not as to the form or manner of it; the Preſbyterians 
in Jreland neither having, nor claiming, any other ſecurity or 
foundation for their different mode of religious worſhip than 
tie royal indulgence, or toleration act. And therefore, as 
the-' preſbytery did and do teſtify againſt toleration, and 
toleration principles, diſclaiming ſuch' an antiſcriptural - ſhel- 
| þ they | therein, of conſequence, bear witneſs and teſti- 
 - mony againſt all ſuch as do in theſe lands (where Gop has 
| pi\ven bie people a claim of another kind, profeſiedly * 
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under ſuch a ſhadow. But beſides, the preſbytery view them 
(complexly conſidered) as unworthy of their regard or notice 
in theſe papers, as to engaging in any particular or explicit 
teſtimony againſt them, in as much as they have denuded'them- 
ſelves of almoſt any pretence to the Preſbyterian name, by not only 
diſclaiming and oppoſing the true Preſbyterian cauſe, but having 
alſo fallen from the belief and profeſſion of the moſt important and 
fundamental truths of Chriſtianity ; thereby plainly diſcovering 
themlelyes | to be creatures of quite another © ſpecies and 
ſpirit, than the miniſters of Jasus CHRIST, and friends to the 
blefled ſpiritual Bridegroom; deſerving rather to be termed 
x ſynagogue of Libertines, a club of Sociniant, Arians, Pelagians, 
Sc. banded together againſt CnRIST, and the doQtrines of his 
croſs, than, a ſynod of the miniſters of the goſpel : Therefore, 
as the preſbytery teſtify and remonſtrate againſt them, their 
toleration, or indulgence footing, on which they profefſedly _ 
ſtand, together with their poiſonable jumble and medley of 
errors, commonly called New light, adopted, and with the 
reateſt warmth and diligence ſpread and propagated by. moſt 

them, and connived at and tolerated by the reſt, and all 
their books or prints wrote by them, or others of the nike 
ſpirit with them, in defence of theſe dangerous and damnabe 
"tenets; ſo they do hereby, judicially warn and exhort all the 4 
people under their inſpection there, to beware of ſuch menu, 
and ſuch books, however they may varniſh over the doctrines 

they bring, with fine words, fair ſpeeches and pretences, in 

order to deceive the hearts of the fimple : And this, as they” _ 
would not incur the diſpleaſure of a holy and jealous Cop, ö 
and have their ſouls defiled and deſtroyed by theſe errors. Ou 
the contrary, to endeayour to have their minds and underſtand» 
ings enlightened with the knowledge of the truths of CHRIST, 
and myſteries of his goſpel, and their hearts warmed with the 
Jove of them; ſo that being through grace eſtabliſhed in the 
belief of the truth, they may not “be as children toſſed to 
% and fro, and carried about with every wind of doQtrine, by 
et the fleight of men, and cunning craſtineſs, whereby they lie 
« in wait to. deceive,” Zph. iv. 14, 15. © But ſpeaking” the 
4 truth in love, may grow up in all things unto, him, Who is 
c the Head, even CaxrisT ;” and ſtriving to refrain and keep 
themſelves from every wicked, offenſive, and backſliding courſe, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, blameleſs and harm- 
leſs as the ſons of Gop, without rebuke, adorning the goſpel of 
CarIsT with a converſation becoming the ſame; fo ſhall they | 
thereby glorify Gop, and tranſmit a faithful. teſtimony: for the 

geſpiſed truths of CHRIST to- poſterity, that ſo there may be a 
ſeed to do ſervice unto him in theſe lands, and make his name 
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to be remember ed through all generations. 
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. The principles. of fome parties, who-have made aße moſt fprein: 


2 Revolution, 


.. "reality, thewed much zeal in oppoling à variety of errors in 
doctrine, corruption in diſcipline and government, moſt pte valent 
in tte national church of Scotland ; have contributed to vindicate 
ſome of the moſt important truths and doctrines of the Chriſtian 
Faith, that have been openly impagned in this day of blaſphemy, 
and may have been inftrumental of turning many te righteouſ- 
nels, and * reviving the exerciſe of practical godlineſs among 
mot a few: But as Pay/ withſtood Pater to the fate, and teſtified 
againſt his diſſimulation, tho! both of them apoſtles of our com- 
mon Loop and Sayiour; fo it fill remains duty to aur 
againſt the moſt godly, and ſuch as may have been very uſefu 
to the church in many reſpects, in ſo far as they have not 
ſhewed themſelves earne/t- contenders for the faith once delivered to 
the faints, but have dealt treacherouſſy with Gop in the concerns 
- of his glory,—It. is therefore with juſt regret they proceed to 
= _-obſecve, that they are obliged to-teftity againſt this party defigged, 
fret, by the title of The aſſociate preſbytery, (and then 'thit of 
= Toe ate ſynod ; )J—and that particularly, for their error in 
Aoctrine, treachery in covenant, partiality and tyranny . 
line and government. It may at firſt ſeem ſtrangs; to ſce a2 

. Charge of error advanced againſt thoſe who made the-countenanc- 
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-principal ground: of their ſeceſſion therefrom. But by taking 
«narrower view of the principles and doctrines which they 
have roundly and plainly afferted, and endeavoured /tg' juſtify 
in their printed pamphlets znent civil government, the reception 
aud belief of which they zealouſly inculeate upon their followers, 
it will appear, that their ſcheme is ſo far from tending to promote 
the declarative glory of Gop, and the real good of huwan and 
religious ſociety, or the church of Gon, which are the very 
ends of the divine ordmance of magiſtracy, that it is not only 
un ſeriptutal, but antiſcriptural, contrary to the common ſenti- 
ments of mankind, and inttoductive of anarchy and confuſion 
in every nation, ſhould it be thoroughly adopted, and therefore 
ought to be teſtified againſt. The ſäm of their principles anent 
civil magiſtracy may be colleſted from theſe few. paſſages, to be 
found in a print entitled, Anfwers by the aſociate prefbytery- o 
reaſons , diſſent; cc Page 70 This divine Jaw not only 
*:endows men in their preſent ſtate with a natural inclination 
& to civil / ſociety and government, but it preſents unto them 
an indiſpenſible neceſſity of erecting the ſame into ſeme 
form as a moral duty, the obligation and benefit Whereef, 
% ne wickedneſs in them can loſe or forfeit.“ Hage 4. 
„% Whatezet magiſtrates any civil ſtate acknowledged, were to 
e he ſabjeed to throughout the fame. Page 50. Such a-mea- . 
e ſure of theſe qualifications, { vis. fcriptural) and duties cat- 
« not be required for the being of the lawful magiſtrate's' office, 
«either as efſential to it, or a condition of it ine guad nan: , It 5 
$* cannot be required as eſſential thereunto; for then it would” _ © 
„ be the ſame thing with magiſtracy, which is groſsly abſurd, 
«and; big with abſurdities. Ia the next place, it cannot be a 
« condition. of it fine qua non, or, without which one is noc 
„ really a magiſtrate, however far ſuſtained as ſuch by civil 
« ſociety; for then no perſon could be a magiſtrate, unleſs he 
«K were ſo faultlefly. The due meaſure and performance of 
* ſcripture qualifications and duties belong not to the being 
«and validity of the magiſtrate's office, but to the wellbeing 
« and uſefulneſs thereof. P. 87. The precepts already ex- 
« plained, are a rule of duty towards any who are, and while 
« they are acknowledged as magiſtrates by the civil ſociety. 
Nothing needs be added for the clearing of this, bat che 
ig overthrow of a diſtinctien that has been made of thoſe that 
« are acknowledged as magiſtrates by the civil ſociety, imo 
* ſuch'2s are ſo by the preceptive will of Gop, and ſuch as are 18 
«fo by his providential will only; which diſtinction is f, | 
« gerher groundleſs and abſurd. All providential magiſtrates 
«are go preceptive, and that equally in the above reſpect, 
„ u as to the origin of the ir office ;) the office and authority 1 
at dem all, in itfelf confidered, does equally ariſe from 
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eternal damnation, to whomſoever the body politic ſhall in 
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, and agree unto the preceptive will of Gov, P. 88. The a 
« precepts already explained, (viz. Prov. xxiv. 21.  Eecl. x. 4 | 
« Luke xx 25. Rom. Sill. 18, Tit, ni. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 1 829100 jo eg 
t are a rule of duty equally towards any who are, and while wary 
* they are acknowledged as magiſtrates by the civil ſociety ; at 
« they are, and continue to be a rule of duty in this matter We 
40 particularly, to all the Lory's people, in all periods, places, wy ig 
« and cafes.” Theſe few paſſages, containing the ſubſtance of nd 
Seceders principles on the head of civil government, may be 
reduced to the following particulars: 1, They maintain the 
people to be the ultimate fountain of magiſtracy, and that as 
they have a right to chooſe whomſoever they pleaſe to t he 
exerciſe of civil government over them, ſo their inclinations, 
whether good or bad, conſtitute a lawful magiſtrate, without 
regard had to the divine law. 2dly, That the law of Gov in 
the ſcriptures of truth, hath no concern with the inſtitution of 
civil government, but only adds its precept, in forcing obedience 
upon the conſcience: of every individual, under the pain, 4 


order t. 


with che civil dignity ; and that, without any regard tothe 
_ qualifications of * perſon or office. 34% Whomſoever the 
mores regni, or repreſentatives of a nation, do ſet up, are 

- Tawful magiſtrates, and that not only according to the provi- 
dential, but according to the preceptive will of Gon allo, in 
regard that Gov, the ſupreme govornor, has preſcribed; no 
_ qualifications in his word, as eſſential to the being of a law fu 
* agiſtrate, nor told what ſort of men they muſt be; that- ate 
- /inveſted” with that office over his ptofeſing peoples 'tho”” tit 
confeſſed there are many that are echlary. to the -welk-being 
and uſefulneſs of that office: And therefore, 31, hat no 
akt, or even habitual ſeries of the greateſt wickedneſs and ma 

_ adminiſtration can forfeit the perſon's right to the people! 
ſubjection, for conſcience ſake, conſidered as individuals, While 
the majority of a nation continue to 'recogniſe and own his 
authority. The abſurdity of this ſcheme of principles majſif; 
_obyioully appear at firſt view to every unbiaſſed mind that is 
bleſſed with any competent meaſure of common ſenſe and dif- 
- .eretion, and tolerable knowledge of divine revelation. - That 
magiſtracy is a divine ordinance, flowing originally from Js 
Novak, the ſupreme and univerſal Sovereign of HEAVEN and 
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earth, as the ultimate fountain thereof, cannot be denied: in b 
Neither is it to be doubted, but that che Loxp has lodged 5 94 
power and right in the people, of chooling and ſetting up tho * 4 1 
perſons that ſhall exerciſe civil government over them, and to 2, 6 — 
whom they will ſubmit themſelves : But then, while Gob hat t 
lodged this power in the people, of conveying the right of civil 1 ty 


Ny to "their = 2 * has at the ſame time give . 


: 6 
4 mem pdiiti ve and unalteräble laws, according to which they 


are to proceed, in ſetting up their magiſtrates; and, by the 
. ſovereign authority of the Great Law-giver, they are expreſsly 

bound to act in agreeableneſs to theſe rules, without any 
73 Wl variation, and that, under the pain of rebellion againfl him, who 
is KING of kings, and Lok D of lords. The preſbytery, therefore, 
teſtify againſt this ſcheme of ſeceding principles, calculated, in 
order to.inculcate a. ſtupid ſubjection and obedience to every 
poſſeſlor of regal dignity, at the expence of trampling upon all 
the the laws of Gop, reſpecting the inſtitution, conſtitution, and 
adminiſtration of the divine ordinance of magiſtracy. Particular- 
ly, this opinion is, . We 
2 1/, Contrary to the very nature of magiſtracy, as deſcribed 
in the ſcriptures, of truth, where we are taught, that all authority 
to be acknowledged of man muſt be of Gop, and ordained of 
GoD. The divine ordination of magiſtracy is the alone formal 
reaſon of ſubjeCtion thereto, and that which makes it a damnable 


* no power but of Gon; the powers that be are ordained of 
op.“ Not only is it the current ſentiment of orthodox 


deniably evident, that by power here, is underſtood, hot #& 
natural; but a moral power, conſiſting not only in an ability, but in 
a right to command. Which power is faid to be ordained of Gon, 
as importing, not merely the proceeding of the thing ſrom Gon 
providentially, but ſuch a being from Gop, as carrieth in it 
his ipftitutiog or appointing thereof, by the warrant of his word, 


ok God, includeth theſe two particulars, without which, no 
authority can be acknowledged as Gop's ordinance, vis. inſti- 


iniſter, with a moral power. In the divine inſtitution of 
mnagiſtracy is contained, not only the appointment of it, but 
he defining the office in its qualifications and form, in a moral 


f its authority, and how the ſupreme power fhall rule and be 
beyed. Again, the conſtitution of the power, or the deter- 

nination of the ſorm, and inveſtiture of the particular perſon 
"With che government, is of Gor ; Hence our Saviou, Jahn x. 
in bis application of theſe words in the-P/alms, ** 1 laid, / 
ye. ate gods,“ to magiſtrates, ſhews how they were gods, 


82 Toe unto them the word of Got came ;” chat is, by bis | 
p ＋ ord. and warrant he authoriſed them; his conſtitution is paſt 
an 


his word. When therefore a nation acts according ta the 


yo reſiſt: So the apoſtle teacheth, Ram. xiii. 1, G. There 


divines upon the place, but the text and context make it un- 
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ation and conſlitution, ſo as to poſleſs him, who is God's 
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hat mote is requiſite than the inclinations of any 


1 
magiſtrates; and thus make the great ordinance of magiſtracy 
dependent on the uncertain and corrupt will of man. But that 
this amarchical ſyſtem is not of divine authority, but owes its 
Srigis to their ou invention, appears from the following texts] 
of Holy writ, beſides others, E xod. xvii. 21.“ Moreoverptlion 
e halt provide out of all the people; able men, fuck as fear 
e God, men of truth, hating — 3 and place fuch over 
_ EG them to de rulerg.“ —.— This counſel of Jethro, was Gop's ? 
counfel aud command to Moſes, in the choice of magiſtrates, 
"ſupreme and ſubordinate; and diſcovers, that people are not] 
leit td their oa will in this matter. It is God's direction, 
that the perſon advanced to rule, muſt be a man in whom is the 
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2 s e be e Wer Bit he 
8 is not confonant te the divine inſtitution, 
thoſe govertiors, ; that are not advanced to the place of 
eme rule, in 2 Chriſtian land, by the people, regulating 
n the divine law, cannot be ſaid to beth powers 
ordained of Bow. It is not merely the conveying the imperial 
diguity by men anto any particular perſon, — conſtitures che 
power to be of Gon; but becaufe, and: in ſo far as; this ig done 
virtue of a warrant ſtom Go, and in agreeubleneſs to bis 


lau, that the action hath the authority of God upon it. 


Hence, if in this matter there is a fubſtantial difference Fg 
or contrariety to the divine rule, then there +is nothing bat 2 
contratiftion to Gop's ordinance: This muſt needs be 


then an unboutded liberty to act therein, accerdit 
own pleaſure, which is moſt abſurd. From the whole, 


follows, 

leg 
_— equſtitute a lawful magiſtrate, ſuch as can. be acknowledite 
 Gonp's. ordinarice: That power, which in its inſtitution 
- gonſlituticn/is of God, by his law, can . fubjeEtion, 
vol for wrath but for conſcience ſake. 

+ yz. The preſbytery teſtify againſt this eme of facies, 
as being antiſcriptural, and what, in its tendency, is deſtrukktve 
to the authority of the ſacred orarles : Secederr maintain, that 
the people, without regard to feripture qualificatione, Have an 
eſſential right to chooſe whom they pleaſe to the exerciſe of pivil 
ty and that whomſoever they chooſe ate Jawfopl 


Numb. xxvii. 18. which Deut. xxxiv. g. interptets to be 


ed, 
unleſs it is maintained, that Gop has wholly left the determin | 
tion of this ordinance to men, abſolutely aad — giving 


Ibirit t: 
ie ſpirit of wiſdom, (i )*the ſpirit of government, fittivg aud In 
capacitating'a/maty to diicharge the duties of the magiſtraticalſ in 
of Cop and ery? his people;-without Þ | ', + 
3 this he vught not to be choſen. Deu. i 13. Take ye wife men 
and underſrandiug, amd known among your tribes, aud L will““ 
dee make n rulers * " hs — is © ebe, * 183 


, 


ons, as Gop 


— 


not ſuch as are known to be haters of, and diſaffected to the 
ue of Gor. Again, the expreſs law of the king, is, that 


be muſt be one of the Loxv's chooſing; Deut xvii. 14, 18. 


« When thou art come into the land which the Lok op thy 
« God 
« and ſhalt fay, I will ſet a king over me, like as all the nations 
% about me: Thou ſhalt in anywiſe ſet him king over thee, whom 
« the Lon v thy Gop ſhall chooſe : One from among thy brethren 
«ſhalt thou ſet king over thee : thou mayſt not ſet a ſtranger over 
« thee, who is not thy brother.” Here, tho? Chriſtians have a 
right to ſet a king over them, yet, it is evident, they are not left 
at liberty to chooſe whom they pleaſe, but are, in the moſt 


expreſs and poſitive terms, limited and circumſcribed” in "their 
hdiee to him, whom the Lorp their Gop ſhall chooſe? And 


divine choice muſt certainly be underſtood (in 'a large ſenſe) 
a perſon of ſuch a character, temper of mind and qualifica- 
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the people in their choice; they muſt not be children, no#-foolsy 
hey are plagues aid puniſhments, inſtead of fefiptural 

maxiltrates, who are always a bleſſing. And they muſl/þe-men 

of known integrity and affection to the real welfare of fal, 


giveth thee, and ſhalt poſſeſs it, and ſhalt dwell therein, 


ion pointed out to them in his law, particularly* ian 
the texts before cited; (for whatever Gop's word appröves bk 
and chooſes, that Gop himſelf chooſes:) And in the text befdte, 
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as the'perſon is further deſcribed, both negatively and poſitively,” - + 8 


ke muſt be a brother ; which relation is not to be confined to 


that of kindred or nation, but eſpecially reſpects religion. He 
matt not be a ſtranger and enemy to the true religion, bur [+27 


brother; in reſpect of a cordial embracing, and ſincere profeſſion - "* 3 
(fo far as men can judge,) of the fame cauſe of religion, and ſo "i 


one, of whom it may be expected that he will employ his power 
and" intereſt to advance the kingdom of JEsus CHRIST. Thies 
Precept reſpects the office, and points at the very deed of cou. 


1 and, in the moſt poſitive manner, reſtricts not only 


the people of the Jett, but every nation bleſſed with the light 
of Rovine revelation, in their ſetting up of civil rulets, pointing 
F | forth on whom they may, and on whom they may not confer 

this honourable office. The ſame truth is confirmed by 2 Sam. 
_| xxiit. 2, 3, 4. 4 The ſpirit ef che Lord ſpake by me.. the 
„ Gor of 1/rael faid,------hEthat ruleth over men muſt be juſt, 
«ruling in the fear of Goo“ 80 ob xxxiv. 19, 18. „ Shall 


« even he that hateth right govern ?------Is it fit to ſay to a 


n kinp, Thou art wicked? and to princes, Ye are ungodly?” ?- 
In which words, while Elihu is charging Fob with blaſphemy, 
in accuſing Gop of injuſtice, declaring, that if he made Gow 
| Fhater of right, and impeached him of injuſtice, he did, iu effect, 

 blaſphemouſly deny his government, univerſal dominion, and N 
_ | -vereignty in the world: It * not only ſuppoſed, but ſtrongixx 
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Fuation of fin, Say they in the fore- quoted pamphlet, page Joth. 


and validity of the magiſtrate's office, but to the well-baing 
aid uſciulneſs thereof.” How eaſy is it here to turn their 
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aſſerted and affirmed, that he that hateth right ſhoold. not govern; gc their w 
Again, 1 Gor. vi. 1, 4, f. 6 If then g have jadgment e things WW digniey 6 
*<. pertaining to this life, ſet them to gudge ; is it ſo, that there mote char 
* 38 not a wiſe man among you? , not one that is able to gates and 
“ Judge between his brethren?? Rll theſe texts, Which are . qualific 
plain, poſitive, moral precepts. where 7 Gop hath ſet boundaries « word) : 
about his own ordinance, that it be not corrupted. by men, as 


that, at tl 
they de monſtrate what "magiſtrates ought to be, and prove that iutentidn | 
they cannot be of Gop's orfaining, who have not theſe qualifi- N bich im 
cations : So they evince, that ſcriptural qualifications are nothing and rulers 


leſs necefſaty. and eſſentiel to the being of a lawful. ſeriptural . Again, 
magiſtrate; than the conſent of the people; and conſequenily, Ito be Go 
do ſufhciently overturn this antiſcriptutal ſcheme. Seceders in» Ipe hath ir, 
deed grant, that God hath declared his will, concerning the. choice ing any 
of imagiſtrates.in the above, -and ſuch like precepts : But, from eft the ce 
their granting theſe ſcriptural qualifications to be only adyan- Hurd is thi 
tageous to thoſe that have them, and neceſſaty to the well-being ections, 
and afefulneſs of lawful magiſtrates, - and at the fame time It any of 
denying them to be neceflary to the being thereof; it neceſſarily Woearious 
viiows, as the conſequenee of their ſentiments, that they aller ene ſmall 
evil ſoeiety a negative over the ſupreme Lawgiver in this inge, tha 
matter; and in ſo doing, exalt the will and inclination of the y of reaſo 
- creature. above che will of the Creator, which is the very de- Wi aha 
dut-Only*1 

t is as ia 
the ordi 
raty ig thi 


it is manife, that the due meaſure and performance of 
_ © ſeriptural- qualifications and duties belong not to the being 


| dw, co 
own artillery againſt themſelves, and ſplit their argument with a Whe paſs 
wedge of its own timber? For if, as is granted, ſcriptural quali- Ie ne m: 
Hcations-are eſfential to the uſefulneſs of the magiſtrate's office, ers, (if 
they muſt a ſo be neceflacy to the being thereof, otherwiſe it is r the mf 
in itſelf quite uſeleſs: And if in itſelf uſeleſs, with reſpect to the WM to the e 
great ends thereof, witbout the due meaſure of ſcriptural qualifi- rdinances 
. cations, it cannot then be the ordinance of Gop, in regard it empt doi! 
muſt not be ſuppoſ-d, that a Gop of infinite wiſdom and good= Writing 
.neſs, who does nothing in vain, has inſtituted an ordinance for Ihe law of 


the good of bis people, in ſubſerviency to his glory, Which yet 
zin itſelf (as to its being and eſſence,) is uſeleſs, and of no profit 
not advantage to them: And as for their compariſon of they 
magiſtrate s office to. other common and ordinary places ang 
relations among men, the parallel will not hold, na not for 
illuſtration, far lefs for a proof of their dorine. Nor is there 
any compariſon, unleſs. they can prove, that Cop in his word 
has as plainly and poſitively required men to be ſo and. ſo quali- 
fied, before it is law ful for them to enter into, or ſer otherg.to 
put them in ſuch places and relations, as be has done, 
; Vith regard to magiſtracy. This is indeed the ſcope and” end 
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df thelr whole ſtheme, to to E= te from, Rad and leſſen he 
dignity of this great ordings 


mee of magiſtracy, allowing it no 
mote than what 18 common to men in general, in other inferior 
ſtates und ordinary occupations of life, alledging, * That theſe 

« qualifications, (which they grant Gop has pręſeribed in his 
e word) are only advantageous to them that have them;“ and 
that, at the hazard of evidently oppoſing and contradictinę the 
intention of the Spirit of Gop, in ihe above texts of ſcripture, 
which imply a ſpeciality, 'and © particuſpr” appropriation to kings 
and rulers in their office. 

Again, this principle either, as above ſaid, denies 'magiſtracy 
to be God's ordinance inſtituted in his word; or then ſays, that 
he hath inſtituted ordinances in his revealed will, without preſcrib- 
ing any qualifications ag eſſential to their being, but entirely 
elt the conſtitution of them to the will of man. But how ab- 
ſurd is this, and derogatory to the glory of Gop, in all his per- 
eQtions, who is a GoD of order, once to imagine, that he han 
ſet any of his ordinances, either as to matter or manner, upon the 
precarious footing of the pure will of wicked and ungodly men'? 
{he ſmalleſt acquaintance with divine revelation will readily-con- 
inge, that he bath not. It may as well, and with the fame parle 
y of reaſon, be refuſed, that there are any qualifications tequiſſct, 
ws elfential to the being and validity of the office of the miniſtry; 
dppnlyencceffary to irs well-being and uſefulneſs; and therefore, 
(i as awful (in its exerciſe} in the want of thele qualifications y 
the ordinance of magiſtracy is accounted to be. But how cons _.. 
rary this to {cripture, Tie. i. 7, 8. 1 Tivr. in. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,9 Se. 
wn comparing theſe with the above cited texts reſpecting 
he quaſifications of magiſtrates, it appears, that the qualifications ' ” 
if the magittrate are required in” the fame expreſs'and as ftrovp 
erms, (if not alſo ſomewhat more clearly,) as the- "qualifications 
f the” miniſter ; and ſeeing a holy Gop hach made no diff:ren 
to che eſſentiality of the qualifications pertaining to theſe diſti 25 | 
rdinanees, it is too much preſumption for any creature to at- 
*mpt doing it. Both magiſtrate and minitter are, in their dif- 
renfand/diſtintt ſpheres, clothed with an cqual authority from 
de lau of Goo, have ſubjection and obedience equally, under 
© fame pains, required to them reſpeCtively,” (as Deut. xvn. 
% 13 2 Chron: xix. 5, to 1, Heb. xiii. 17, c. Land the 
Wlifications' of both, as above, ſtated and determined with e- 
ual peremptorineſs, making them no leſs eſſential to the being and 
alidity of the ont, than of the other. And this being the caſe, it 

not eaſy to underſtand how Seceders will reconcile their princi- 
es ancnt civil goverment, with their principle and practice, in 
agpung from an eſtabliſhed church or miniſtry, whoſe conſti- 
an they acknowledge to be good ; and who being preſbyterial- 
mes, e ſtill countenanced by the FOE: EE the Peep, 


— 
: 


teſtifying “ again 

All means that were habile for them.” Seceders muſt either grant 
+ that ſuch was their duty, and ſo of themſelves condemn their 
- , feparation as unwarrantable ; or elſe deny, that the qualifications 
of the magiſtrate and miniſter are required in the ſame expreſs 
exo in ſcriptute; that both are clothed with an equal tho 
tin authority; and that ſubjection and obedience ate under the 
_ fame pains enjoined to both, and conſequently ſ:y that it is leſs 
-__.. Gangerous to caſt off, contemn and diſregard the authority of 2 


We, and original it muſt be of far more dangerous conſequence, to con 
_ + temn aud caſt off it, than the other. „ 


holy One of Iſrael, it alſo opens a wide door for Introducing ani 
enforeing the cauſe of deiſm, already too prevalent: For, it al 
Who are ſet up by civil ſociety, however wicked, and void of tht 
_ qualifications. Gop has required, While they are | acknow#ledgei 
anch ſubmitted to by their conſtituents, muſt be equally t 


it will follow, that the corrupt will of wicked men legitimates tht 
magiſtrate's office and authority, not only without, but in co 
_  iverſal Sovereign, and ſupreme Law-giver, only a conſultaun 
power in the conſtitution of .magiſtracy, while it aſcribes uv! 


3 to teceive or reject the law of Gon, (at leaſt reſpecting map 
ech at pleaſure, and their deed of (conſtitution beequally val 


61% 


Bure, had they dealt fairly, honeſtly, and impartially in the matter 
of Gon, they would have acted in this caſe agreeable to their de. 
 clazed principle, page 79th of their pamphlet, viz. The paſ. 

_ *« ſages bolding forth theſe qualifications and duties of magiſtrates 


« do not by the remoteſt hint imply, that, if in any wiſe they 
i be deficient in, or make defection from the ſame, their autho- 
tt rity and commands, even in matters. lawful, muſt not be ſub. 
jected unto and obeyed,” c. Certainly, according to this, 


all the deficiences, defections, and maladminiſtrations in the 


church, could never have been a warrantable ground (which yet 
they make the only ground) of their ſeparation from her; . But 


on the contrary,” they ſhould ſtill have continued in communion 


with her, and * > to her in matters lawful, in a way of 
t the ſame, and eſſaying their reformation, by 


dif- 


church, . than that of the ſtate; while yet, (according ts their 


_.  Tcheme) civil authority is entirely reſolved into, and depends pure- 
FJ upon the changeable will of the civil ſociety : But it is preſum- 
eg, they will allow, that eceleſiaſtical authority is derived, and 
© flows from, and. depends entirely upon the LokxD Jesvs CHRIST 
Alone, the glorious. Judge, Law-giver, and King of his church; 


Jo that (according to chem) this being of a far more nobleſextrad 


- 


Again, as this doctrine gives,unto men a negative over the 


ang | egarded 2 
God's ordinance, with thoſe who have thoſe qualifications ; ther 


tradiction to the preceptive will of Cop; and what is this (aht 
blaſphemia ] but to exalt man above Gov, in giving unto che un 


man an abſolute and definitive power, whereby they have pot 
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- when oppoſite, a6 when, agreeable unto, and founded upon hig 


_- deniably follows, as an eſtabliſhed truth, that chriſtianized nations 
muſt inveſt none with that office, but in a way agrecable to that 
la, and theſe alone according toſcripture, are magiſtrates of Gon's 


1 8 law: And ſure, by the ſame reaſon, that man may take 
a liberty to diſpenſe with the authority of Gop, in one point of 
his: commanding will; he may alſo in another, until at laſt every 
part of it is rejected. It is but a contempt of the ſame authority, 
and he that offends in one point, is guilty of all. Such are the 
abſurcities that this their ſcheme leads to, though it is hoped the 
authors do not intend ſo, It may here be only neceſſary further to 
obſerve, that among the other deſperate ſhifts Seceders are driven 
to, in defence of their favourite notion, they ſay that ſcripture 
qualifications cannot be eſſential to Gop's ordinance of magiſtra- 
cy, or nectflarily required as a condition of it ine qua non; for 
then it would be the ſame thing with magiſtracy: Nor can theſe 


- qualifications be the condition (ine qua non, or,) without which 


one could not be a magiſtrate; for then it would be necefary, 
that every one were poſſeſſed of them faultlęſly, before he could - 
be owned as a law!yi magiſtrate z either of which they alledge 
would be groſly abſurd. But this plauſible and fair- ſet argument 


dl theirs, if it prove any things will prove more than it 18-ſup- 
| poſed they themſelves will grant, and conſequently proves no- i 
thing at all. For the ſame groſs abſurdity may, with equal reay 


ſon, be inferred, from a maintaining, that a due meaſure an 
a * "> : = . * 85 + 4 [ " & 4 & 1 
performance of ſcripture qualifications, and duties ate ellent; 


to any other of God's ordinances, and ſo that theſe ate the 
_ ordinance itſelf : For inſtance they might as well reafon (as fome 


have juſtly obſerved aiready), that ſcripture. qualifications are not 
eſſential to a lawfu} goſpeminifter, for then it would be the ſame 


thing with the miniſtry itſelf: Nor can it be a condition with- 
out which one is not really a miniſter, unle ſs be were ſo faultleſ- 
ly. And thus they have at once ſtript, not only all of the ace 


of Adam, that ever exerciſed that office, but themſelyes alſo, of 
any feal miſſion, as miniſters, unleſs they have aſſumed the Pope's 


 infallibilty, and are advanced to.the Mera uian perfection. So, 
although the ſcripture declares it eſſential to the true church that 


ſhe hold the head, yet by their childiſh reaſoning, this would in- 
fer a concluſion big with abſurdities, even that this qualification 
of a tzue church, is the church itſelf: And, in like manner, it 
can no longer be admitted, that faith in CHRIST, and holineſs, 
are eſſential to the being of a true Chriſtian; for that would be to 
make faith the ſame thing with a Chriſtian, and would infer that 

as in heaven only holineſs is in perfection, ſo there alone Chriſti- 
ans are to be found. Upon the whole, as the Lon has given an 


indiſpenſible law, reſpecting the conſtitution of kings, ſhewing 


what conditions and qualifications are required of them; it un- 


inſtitusion, who are in ſome meaſufe poſſeſſed of theſe qualifiga- 


G 


- 


requiſite to conſtitute a lawful magiſtrate, but the inclinations 
and choice of the civil ſociety. ' © 1 
becauſe it has a direct tendency to deſtroy the juſt and neceffar 
diſtinction that ought to be maintained betwixt the preceptive an 
providential will of GoD, and neceſſarily jumbles and confounds 
theſe together, in ſuch a manner, as'a man is left at an utter un- 
certainty, to know when he is accepted and approved of Gop in 
his conduct, and when not. That this is the ſcope of their prin- 


* 


„ thing needs be added (ſay they) for the clearing of this, but the 


«are acknowledged as magiſtrates by civil ſociety, into ſuch as 
« are ſo by the preceptive will of Gop, and ſuch are ſo by 
* his providential will only; which diſtinction is altogether 
„ proundleſs and abſurd.— It will not be refuſed, that all ſuch 
e nreceptive magiſtrates are alfo providentiai.—But, moreover, 
MN W ſach providential magiſtrates are alſo preceptive — The of- 
«Hee and authority of them all, in itſelf conſidered, does equal- 
«Ty ale from, and agrees to the preceptive will of Gop.“ A 
doEtrine moſt ſhocking in itſelf !—How ſtrange ! that chriſtians, 
- from any confideration, will obſtinately maintain a favourite opt 


. tion, which is confefſed!y built upon, and cannot be eſtabliſhed; 
= Hatattheexpence of blending and confounding the preceptive 


_ andprovidential will of Gop, while the diſtinction thereof is 
bees and invielably eftablithed in the word. of Gop ! Atth# 
divine providence, Which is an unſcarchable depth, does many 
times, and in many caſes, ſerve as a commentary to open up the 
hidden myſteries of ſcripture revelation ;yet, where the law of 
in the'fcriprures of truth is ſilent, there providence regulates nat, 
is neither inſtitutive, nor declarative of GoD's will to be done by. 


us in any caſe, there provicence gives no relaxation, allowance 

or countermand to the contrary : (See Gee on magiſtracy, in his 
excellent diſcourſe on providence.) That an overthrow, of this 
neceſſary diſtinction, for the ſake of the above dangerous ſcheme, 
cannot be admitted of, in a conſiſtency with a due regard to the 
authority of revealed religion, and that therefore the right and 
of Gop, though they are countenanced and ſu pported by the 
| 2 of a nation, will partly appear from the following conſi- 

daeratians: N 8 


* 


* 


** 


tions. It is therefore an antiſcriptural tenet, that nothing is 


-3dly. The preſbytery teſtify againſt this ſyſtem of principles, 


ciples is confeſſed, P. 87. of their book of principles: “ No- 


«gyerthrow of a diſtinction that has been made of thoſe who - 


us; and where the ſaid divine law doth ordain or deliver a rule to 


lawfulneſs of magiſtracy is not founded upon the providential will 


. If there is no diſtinction to be made betwixt the preceptive 
and providential will of God, then is providence equally in all 
reſpects the rule of duty, as much as the precept is, and fo man 
ſhould be left at an utter uncertainty, what is duty, in regard of © 


follow 
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the 'oppoſttion. that is many times betwixt- providential diſpenſati- 
ons and the precept : Nay, then it is impoſſible that man can be 


guilty of fin, in tranſgeſſing the divine will, becauſe Gop infal- 
 libly brings to paſs, by his holy and over - ruling providence, what- 


ever he has decreed by his eternal pu om. ix. 17. And 
thus the Jews, in murdering the Son of Gob, ſhould be acquit- 


ted from the charge of guilt, and could not be ſaid to tranſgreſs 


the divine will. . | | | : 
2aly, If no diſtinction is to be made betwixt the preceptive 


* 


and providential will of Gop, but providence is declarative f 


the precept, then 1s providence a compleat rule without the writ- 
ten word: And this at once ſuperſedes the neceſſity of divine re- 
velation, and derogates from the ſufficiency and perfection of the 
ſcriptures of truth, The written word is affirmed to be perfet? 
Pſal. xix. 7. Sinners are reproved for doing that which the word 


gave no command for, for vii. 31. and xix, 5. and challenged for 
following theſe promiſing appearances, 1/o, xXx. 1, 2, 3, 11, It. 


is therefore daring preſumption to fet up providence for a rule, in 
oppoſition to the written law of Gop, Hence it mult be cohelud-» 


ed either that the preceptive will of Gop in the ſcriptures is im- 
perfect, or the laws therein repealable by providence; or then, 
that providence cannot be the rule of human actions, $dly, If the 
diſtinction betwixt the preceptive and providential will of Go 
is to be overthrown, then providence muſt be expreſſi ve of Gp 


robative ordination, equally as his revealed will is : For, 


Without this, (to wit, the divine approbation,) there can be no 
lawful title g what is poſſeſſed; But this is what providence of t- 
ſelf cannot do; it cannot without the precept diſcover either 
God's allowance or difallowance, If then this diſtinction is __Þ 
denied, and the providential will of Gop aſſerted to be declaratie 


of his preceptive, and ſo of his approbative will; it remains to 


be manifeſted, where and how it hath been appointed of Gop for 


luch an end, an end that is by the ſpirit of Gop denied unto it, 
Hedhi ix. 1, 2. 4755, If this diſtinction is to be, overthrown, 
then either the providential-will of Gop, without any regard to 
the precept in every caſe, and in every fort of tenure, gives'a 
juſt and lawful right and title; or Gop hath declared in his 

* ſo in the matter of civil government only, 
to wit, that whoſoever gains the aſcendency in the inclinations 


of the people, by whatever ſinful methods this is obtained, it 
matters not, and ſo is by the hand of providence raiſed up . 
8 - 


above all his rivals to the regal dignity, he is the lawful ma 
trate, Gop's ordinance according to his precept: The firſt can- 


not be ſaid, it were impious to ſuppoſe it; for that would juſtify 


all robberies and violences, and ligitimate every fraud; not the 
latter, for where is it to be found in all the book of divine revela- 


non, that Gop hath made ſuch a law reſpecting magiſtracy ? But 
howabſurdis it to ſay that a holy Gop has given to man a plain and 
- pokitive law to be his governing rule in every particular that con- 


Hens him, this of magiſtracy only excepted, In this great ordi- 


* 


1 
x 


« 
* 


nance he hath wholly left him to be guided, or rather miſled and ba. 


— 


vudered by his own corrupt inclinations ; but the contrary ot this 


has been in part diſcovered, and may further. 5 Bj, It; in or. 
der to eftabliſh their antigovernment ſcheme, the foreſaid "dif. 
tinction is to be deſtroſ d, and allfuch as are providential powers 
and acknowledged by men, are alſo preceptive, andtherefore'ts 
be ſubmitted to tor. conſcience fake, then are the Kingdome of 
men neceſſarily obliged to own and ſybmit unto the dominion of 


.  .thedevil: The devil not only claims to himſelf the poſſeſſion of the 
Power of all the kingdoms of this world, but it is certain that 


of the moſt of them he {till retains an actual predominancy, 
hence ſtiled the God of this world. Now, it cannot be refufed, 


2 that the power he exerciſes is providential, (or à power 
0 


ermiſſion ;) and it is moſt certain, that it is with the conſent 


: and, good wil of all the children of men, while in a natural Rate 
But are men therefore obliged toatknowlege his authority, or ſub. 


mit te that providential power which he maintains over them? 
[every propidential power is alſo preceptive, the anſwer mu 
beggiven inthe affirmative. * The like may be ſaid of the Pope of 


" Rome, the devil's captain general, to diſplay his helliſh banner a 
Salat the King of kings aad Lord of lords, with refpect to thoſe 
- . nations; Where he is acknowledged in his diabolical pretęenſions. 
ei beto no purpoſe for Scceders to alledge, that the Pope 
clams a power unlawful in itſelf, and therefore cannot be owned, 
in regard: the perſon whom they make a pretended acknowledp- 


ment of, as their lawſul Sovereign, is by the act of his conſtitu- 
tion inveſted with a fimilar power, a power both civil and ecclefi- 


© - aftic, aud declared to be head of the church, as well as of the 


Nate. Nothing therefore remains for them, but either to acknow- 
ledge” this clear. diſtinction betwixt the providential and precep- 


tive will of Sep, ar then profeſs the lawfulneſs of both the a- 


ba ve mentioned powers. Gy, If the aforeſajd diftinftan is too 


big with abſurdities to be received, and if the authority of all 


providential magiſtrates does equally ariſe from, and agree unto 
the precept, then it would be no fin to refiſt the powers ordained 
of Gon, provided that providence proves aufpicions and favour- 
able to the rebel and advances him to the throne, with the good 


1 will of his fellow rebellious ſubjects, by 4 8 the lawful So- 
vereign ; at leaſt ſuch reſiſtence could not be 


| | etermined to be 
Banful,.cill once the event declared, whether providence would 
countenance the treaſonable attempt or not. Thus what the apoſ- 
tle declares à damnable fin, Rem. xlii. 2. muſt be juſtified and 


made the foundation of ſubſequent duty, if patroniſed by a mul- 
titude. This they evidently maintain, as appears fro: | 
| Decl. of Prin. P. 82. where, pretending to obviate ſome dif- 
iculties anent their principles, ariſing from the people of Gob's | 


 difowning antiſcriptural ee : * The whole nature of any 
992 ies in breaking off immediately from 

the civil body, by withdrawing from, or withdrawing partof their 

5 territories; and then it neceffarily* follows at the fame time, 


„ Hmple revolt, (fay they,) 
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A bas {eek b501thts breuk uit rei the ke uf td c M body, | 


a githoet ever denyiüg bis authority over the members who ſtill 
1 cleave unte the fame.“ This; in conne non with their grand 
wunden pfeneiple, and the ſcope of theitz diſebutſe at the above 
citation; difchvets that they graut, that if the Whole civil ſooiety 
mould feet the authority they Had ſet up, (however agreeable it 


hond Rave been to the preceptive will of Gon); arid ſhould again 


fer up ##6ther; (though never fo oppoſite thereto.) their doity fo 
would be law ful; but it is not lawful for 4 few to difown any au- 
thority, (however wicked and antiſcriptural,} utilefs they can t the 
ſme time withdraw from, or withdraw part of Kis tertitocies. No- 
thing can be mote abſytd than to ſay, that a people are bound by 
the laws of Got rs give ſubjeQioii for cofſcience fake, and yet 
at the fame time are at liberty to'calt off aud reject the” fame Au- 


thotity at pleafure. If the magiſtrate be lawful,” it is utterly un- 


lawful to tejeck him; an attempt to diveſt him of His office, pow- 
et and authority,” tho" carried oh by the primorer regni, is rebellion 
againſt GoD; It is moſt ridiculous to alledge, that à people con- 


fidered à8 4 body politic, are not under the fame obligation to 


their rightful fopereign, as When they are conſideted as iidivid-" 
uns, but May lawfufly reject him, and ſet up ànother, if they 
Peaſe. fo that he who one day is GoD's miniſter, nent day k 


$6 title to that office, but if he claim ir, muſt be uſed as"a"traitor, - 
whereby all ſectirity that can poſſibly de given to the moſt aw fu 

This s, if the chevaliet had ſue- _ 
ceeded in his late attempt, had gained the favour of the 7. 


mugziſträte, is at once deſtroyed. 
miret teen, and thereby mounted the Brufſb throne ; Seveders 


muſt then, of neceffity, either have quit their prefent principles, 


or then have ſubjected to his yoke ſor conſcierice” fake, unter the 


paim of eternal damnation. « His being # profeſſed Papiſt, and 


enflaved vaſſal of Rome, could not have warranted them to leave 
their place of fubjection to him, while owned by the civil fociery, 
and ſo they muft have treated rhe preſent powers as ufutpers and 


enemies 'to government, tho" they now flatter them with the pte- 


tenſions of an ill: grounded loyalty, Again, how abfurd and ſelf- 
contradictory to” gtant, that a minor part may not only revolt, 
but alfo withdraw part of a prince's territories; and yet that the 
ſame party may not, when teſiding in the nation, tefuſe to ac. 


knowledge the lawfulneſs of an antiſcriptural power. This ie tc 
no longer obliged to ſubmit to authority, than 


ſay, that people axe ̃ | 
they are in capacity to withdraw from, or withdraw park of their 
prince's territories! from him, and ſs to juſtify their rebellion, by 


that Which can only be a terrible aggravation of their ü. Theles | 


with a number of other abſurdities, natively ew ftom a denial 
of che: dpſtinexiom betwirt the providential and preceptiye will of 
un ce tine of che lea mayiſiraſe gehend we ar- 


2 * 4 d# " | 
vs. 4 N 8 1 499 9 * - % 1 * 9 - : 0 1 i bl 4 +. # « * 42 1 4 * * 1 4 
N * 7 * — 6 . 


— 


1 
q 2. . 
" : 


* | \ 1 
* jm 4 K * g o& 
- 6 * = - , — - 
bk o 2 * . — we A ” . — * — <a * 
r O — ny 


(66). 


on the will of the people. Nothing is moe evident than thm, 
that if the inclinations of the people, excluſive of all other qua- 


lifications, conſtitute a lawful magiſtrate, then, (though he rules 


| never ſo agreeable ty GoD's preceptiye will,) fo ſoon as this body, 
' <(tho'in a moſt unjuſt ad tyrannical manner) caſts him off, be 
that moment for ever loſes all title and claim to the office, and 
can no longer be regarded as a lawful. magiſttate. A principle 
that in ĩts nature and tendency is introductive of all anarchy and 
_ confuſion, and with the greateſt propriety deſerves the encomium 

+ of the antigovernment ſcheme.” I Lo oi 
It, This anarchical ſyſtem of principles, which deſtroys 
.the above juſt and neceſlary diſtinction, is direQly in oppoſition 
to the laudable, and almoſt univerſal practice of all nations, in 
ordaining and enacting certain fundamental laws, conſtitutions, 
and conditions whereby the throne is fenced, the way to it limit- 
.ed,and the property thereof prediſpoſed, The ſcripture. ſufficiently 
_ dilcovers thoſe. reſtrictions: and rules, which Gon Maſclf hath 
F  - - preferibed and hid down, for direRting and determimng of his 
* _ - Igoples procedure about the erection of magiltrates, And 
=  '-profanc hiſtory abounds in diſcovering certain fundamental 
deen, aud conditions to take place, almoſt in every bation, 
| „ --- _ without conforming to which, none can be admitted. ta that 


1 
{ 
| 
dignity over them. But to. what purpoſe are any ſuch laws 
diu conſtitutions, if this yague principle is once admitted, which 
= cancels and gifannuls all ſuch conditions and acts? Why ſhould 
=. "Hoſes have been ſo ſolicitous about his ſucceſſor in the. govern- 
dest of el, Numb. xxvii. 15, 16, 17, if Gop bad ordained 
ttt the inclinations of the people alone ſhould. determige it: 
Or to what purpoſe did rael, after the death of Ag, alk. of 
Do, Who ſhould be theit leader? if their own, ancligations 
„ © "alone. were ſufficient to determine it, If GoD hath declared, 
be” © that the corrupt will of the people is the alone baſis of civil power, 
mes, not only are all ſtate conſtitutions, and fundamental laws 
©.» uſeleſs, becauſe, on every vacancy of the throne, they-not only 


la of the uncertain inclinations of the body politic, but they 
© are in their nature unlawful; their proper uſe in every nation 
being td prevent all invaſion 
perſons, and to illegitimate, It, | So 
If the conſent of civil ſociety. is the only eſſential condition of 
government which Gop hath authoriſed, not only are all ſerip- 
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die all human ſecurities, either from intruders, or for 
 Jawful .governours, are unlawful, becauſe. the very dehgn 
of them all is to oppoſe this grand foundation principle, the 


Fey maintain. An f thug, by, zhe ſeceding ſcheme, na: only 
tie praftice of almoſt all other nations, determining by law 
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. muſt all give place to the ſuperior obligation, the incontrolable 


ben the government, by unqualified 
„if at any time done. So that. 


tural conditions and qualifications uſeleſs and unlawful, but 
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un, (one \difpenBble qualifications. that their rulers muſt have, 
is condemned but particularly, the practice of theſe once 
reformed lands, when reformation' had the ſanction, not only of 
u. cectefiaſtic, © but alſo of civil authority, is hereby condemned. 
geripture and covenant qualifications were then made effential 
1 the being of à lawful magiſtrate, by the fundamental laws and 
Pie i conftitutions. of the nations; ſo that however the -inclinations 
of the people might run, (as it ſoon appeared they were turned 
m in oppoſition to theſe,) yet by theſe Jaws, and in conſiſtency 
N with that conſtitution, none could be admitted to the place or 
places of civil authority, but ſuch as profeſſed, and. outwardly 
practiſed, according to reformation principles; ſee 4d rgth, 
n S/. 2d; Parl. 1649. And how happy we had been, if we had 
conſtantly acted in conformity to theſe agreeable laws, experience 


had it been for us, to have walked in Gop's ſtatutes; and exe- - 
cufed his Judgments, than by our abhorrence of them, and 
apoſtacy ſtom them, to provoke him to give us ſtatutes that 
are not good, and judgments whereby we cannot live, (Ezet. xx. 2 


bleſſings-and privileges of his everlaſting goſpel, as it is with 
cafeſſing, embracing, and (with them) bleſlin "T Gop for, under 
the notion of a preſent good; and fo to bleſs Go for permitting 

his enemies (in anger againſt an ungrateful and gal people) 


upon the ruins thereof: To bleſs. bim ſor making our own - 


Loup Gop: of-our fathers : To bleſs bim (for wher is matter 
of- lamentation,) that the adverſaries of Zion are the chief, and 

ber enemies proſper; Lam. i. 5. and all this. abſtractly, under 
the notion of good, which Comes very near the borders * blal ; 
phemy. . ? 

3080 moreover, the eh kertlement at the Revolution, is alſo 
condemned by this principle of theirs; not becauſe of its oppo- : 
tion” to a covenanted reformation, but in regard it includes 

ſome eſſential qualifications required in the fupreme civil ruler.” 
The nations- are, by that deed of conſtitution, bound up in their 
election of a magiſtrate ; and all Papiſts, ſuch as marry with 
Papiſts, or do not publicly profeſs the Proteſtant religion, are 
Gere incapable to fill the tbrone. 80 that · we fee. the preſent! 
hw makes ſome other qualifications, beſides the confent of the 
body politic, eſſential to the conſtitution of a lawful ſovereign in 
Brian. From all which it is plain, that this principle of 
Feeder is neither a reformation” nor- a revolution Principle 5 * 
— impartial world Jadge 1 — it — 5 
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both" former and latter will bear witneſs. How much better 3 


25 Lor have any comfortable enjoyment and poſſeſſion of the 


us at this day. And yet, this is what Seceders would bave'vs © 


to overturn his work and intereſt, and eſtabliſh ' themſelves SOT 


iniquities to correct us, and our backſlidings to reprove us, until. phe 
re _know®what an evil and bitter thing it is to depart from the. © 


Fee al wicked. and diabolical as can he imagined, is la, 
 - becauſe of dhe will and 'conſea; of the people, they own the 


- © with: their principle, he ſuſtained as valid. That the -preſent 
- - "caths afpllegiance, and the oath of the covenants are inconſiſtent, 
d teacilß granted; but ſceing the ' oaths} of allegiance! bind to 
50; Weg more than they confeſs they: are bound to fot conſcience 


3 5 waigtain un according” to the gonſtitution thereof; (which is a 
Aut owed by ſubjects to every lawful ſovereign :) And ſeeing, 


is ſanclißed by the people's acknowledgment of it:) here: 
dic Cop leienes ſake, their authority ia that ought net to be 


aber aug, model the covenants according to the circumſtances 0: 


ment. The: other part of their reaſo gi no leſs ridiculous and 
-  {elfregntradiftory, vis. „ They cannot Xear allegiance to the 


"  Aogayien of che conſtitutien . Certainly they are, ang that not 
„ | ie 
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eonſequencę of their contradicQuorys nd ſell · in 
of principles, declare, they cannjat ſwesr allegi- 
bee to a lawful government... They maintain dhe pteſent to 

be lawful, yet, (in Decl. of their principles, Pagę g 5th;) they ſoy 

* + The, queſtion. is, not, whether it be layful-for- us % wert 
e the preſent allegiance to the civil governments Which the 
* preſbytery acknowledge they cannot do, ſeeing; there are ng 
„ 9aths to the goxernment in being, but what exclude the oath 
. el our coxcnguts, and howolopate the united gonfligtion.” 
But ſeeing they ackoowledge, that every conſtitution of govern- 
| ment, that compreheads the. will and conſent of civil 7 j 


. [4 


Seen 


. yea, 
- as lawful ag any that is moſt-coaſonant to the preceptiye wil 
of Gop, baving all tbe eſſentials of his ordinance; aud ſeeing, 
; preſent. to be lawfulß it is moſt ſurpriſing, why they cannot 

year ,all-giance to it; their reaſons cannot, in 4-conflteFcy 


ke, namely,to own. the layfulnels of the governments and: to 


Q nmr gomaAgerynYo wi” Fr 


4 


lor, the covehapts forbid a duty, to which theg ae bound 
rxgarded.' Bet «certainty Scceders, ho have found it duty to 


the times they live in, might have found it eaſy wetk te recon- 
eile the oath af the covenants with allegiance to a lawful govern- 


b NN EY f. E 8 


A preſent government, becauſe, it homologates the united canftitu- 
„ tion.“ But is not this conſtitution according to the will, and 
by conſent of the body politic ? and is it not ordained by the 
-providential-will of Gop ? therefore, according to them, has all 
tze eſſentials of a lawful conſtitution, which elai ms their pro- 
teskian under pain of damnation, How great the paradox l they 
cannqt, ſwear allegiance, becauſe they would bind them to ac- 
knpyledge and defend a lawful conſtitution. Is not active obedi- 
cence is not- proſe ſtad ſubjection for conſcience ſake, an homo · 
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ä They bave made a. fucce 


plain, that as à power, both civil and ecclefiaſte, beſongs to the 


- among them all; and it is their manner t. call them- 

- ſelves his biſhops, (not Chalsr's) as having theit power, both 
ecele fiaſtical and civil, immediately from him, ab" the fountain 
of all power within his dominions. So that there is no tem 
for this diſtinction of Seceders here, unleſs they are ſuch enpert 
| logicians, as to diſtinguiſh a thing from that which is r 

0 it, and ſo from itſelf; but this is a deſtruction, not a diſtine“ 


their abilities of this kind; for they can diſtinguiſſi between the 
magiltrate's office, and its efſential qualifications, which Goh hath 


 infeparaliy joined together in his word. They can diſtinctly 
pray for the head, author, authoriſer, and prime ſu 


ſion and bis government, and yet not pray for the Prelates them. 
_ ſelves; they can pre fervently and diſtinctiy for the Britiſh and |, 


ſary and eſſential members there. And what is all this but to 
ptay for a non- entity, a mere creature of᷑ their own mind? The 


nary ſenſe, but do clearly diſtinguiſh themſelves out / of both. 

We might refer them to that famous and faithful ambaſſador, 

and: renowned martyr for the cauſe, and. teſtimony of Issus, Mr. 
Donald Cargill, in his laſt ſpeech and teſtimony; and let him 
ster mine the controverſy (in this particular) between us: They 
ill not be ſo bold as. ta ſay, that this honourable witneſs died 
With a lie in bis right hand: His words are theſe, “ Ag to tb 
Ds "ere ot 3 * main 16 not, acknowledging w_ | 


. SY + 
in wat hr bos in esl and in truth. And what ie che al- 


_ Jegiauae; but a promiſe to perſevere in what they do day, and 

What / theyzbald as their indiſpenfible duty to do? To grant the 
one then, and refuſe the other is; in effect, to homolog: te or 
acknowledge the conſt itution, and not do schaewledge it at the 
fame time, which is « glating abſurdity: - 


But here, they would have people attend to heir chin Wica 


mpt, (in order to eſtabliſh het 
antigoverument ſcheme,) for the overthrow of a diſtinction „bich 
heaven has irre ver 


iſtinction betwixe the oh. civil and eccleſiaſtical e 


frbly fed, hetwixt the preceptive and ptoviden- 


tial will of Gop ; and, for the fame purpoſe, they wil in poſe 
- this diſtinction on tbe generation, a mere ſhift and artitce, 


which bas no foundation or ſubſiſtence any where elſe; har in 


their imagination, and ferves for no purpoſe but to cheat theſe 


on and others conſciences, and bettay tbe cauſe of GO. 1s 
eſſende and conſtitution of an Engliſb dioceſan bjthop; | ich the 


ſame is declared to belong now to the eſſenes aud dlm: 
tution of an Angliſd King, who is the head and; chief pfelate 


tion. Secedert indeed preſume, and depend very much u 


pporter of ab- 
ured Prelacy and Prejates, that God would bleſs him in his per= 


Iriſb parliaments, and yet not at all pray for the biſhops, neceſ- 


have neither king nor parliament in theic abſtracted and imagi- 
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* authority z it is now Ae te 
3 J have tejected that was inveſted with CARrsr's 
1 poser; and ſeeing that power taken from "CHRIST, which 
« 18 his glory, and made the eſſential of the crown, I thought it 
Was, as if I had ſeen one wearing my huſband's clothes, 
« after he had killed him. And ſeeing it is made the effential 
« of the crown; there is no diſtinction we can make, that can 
e free the conſcience of the acknowledger, from being a partaker 
of this ſacriligious robbing of God. And it is but to cheat 
« our conſciences, to acknowledge the civil power, for it is not 
0 the civil power only, that is made the eſſential of the crown. 
% And ſeeing they are ſo expreſs, we mult be plain; for other- 
« wiſe.it is to deny our teſtimony, and conſent to his robbery.” 
From theſe words} it is evident, 1], That Mr. Cargil was no Sece- 
der, or of their mind, in this particular. And 2dly, That -atfthe 
ſame time there were ſome, who did cheat and impoſe upon _ 
own- conſciences, by diſtinguiſhing, (Where there was no room 
ion ne between the king's civil and eccleſiaſtical au- 
Which diſtinction was condemned and teſtiſied againſt, 
by al. who were truly faithful to CHRIST and their own con- 
F ſciences, and tender of his honour and glory, by gheir unanimous 
| rejection. of that antichriſtian and unlawful power ; and that, 
41 "when. they had much more reaſon and temptation to fly to ſuch 
a ſubterfuge for their ſafety, than Seceders now have. And 3dly; - 
From theſe: words it is alſo clear, that Mr, Cargil, and that poor 
diſtreſſed and perſecuted people that adhered to him, rejected 
and diſclaimed the then authority, not ſo much becauſe of their 
tyranny and mal · adminiſtrations, as on account of theunlawfulneſs 
and check of the. conſtitution itſelf ; (which was the prime 
original and ſpring of all the wickedneſs in the adminiſtration :) 
Namely, . becauſe the king arrogantly and ſacrilegiouſſy aſſumed to * 
himſelf that power, which was the ſole and gloriousfprerogative of 
Jasps CRRIsT. And as to the difference; that Seceders _ 
_  betwixt-that and the preſent time, (ſince the Revolution,) it 
Certain, that whatever greater degree of abſolute ſuptemacy of 
thenaſſumed by Charlies Il, it does not vary the kind of that claim- 
| ed, or rather conferred on, and exerciſed by the ſupreme powers 
ſince the Revolution, (for majus et minus non variant ſpetiem, ) nor 
acquit them of the guilt of robbing the Sox of Gop, Jesvs' 
 CunisT,. of bis incommunicable prerogative and ſupremacy 
in, and over his church, as the only King and Head there- 
of, Nor will the difference of times while the conſtitution 
remains the ſame, while Gop remains the ſame, and truth 
and duty remains the ſame, nor yet any diſtinction that can 
vel made, . the. conſcience of the nk more nom 
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 than-thens/ from; being a, partaker (art amid part) with che civil 


| power: in this facriliginus robbery, Bal, I. 18. „ When thou 
n  *ſaweft a tbief, then thou conſentedſt with him,” G. 
it Bat paſüng this: Seeing the above mentioned reaſons, which 
” Seceders alledge why they cannot ſwear allegiance to the preſent 
l government, which they aſſert is lawful and ſcriptural, cannot be 

ſuſtained, ſome other muſt be ſought far them: And they may 


de either, becauſe they judge allegiance itſelf unlawful ; or 
rather, becauſe then they would be bound by oath to continue 
faithful to this government in all changes that can happen. 
Whereas, now, they are free, and equally ready, in a full con- 
ſiſtency with their principles, to profeſs their ſubjection to another, 
were it even à popiſh pretender. For, according to them, an 
infidel. or Papiſt may have a juſt and lawful authority over us, 
notwithſtanding all, both the reformation and revolution laws, 
to the contrary. If therefore, the legiſlature would, in the 
oaths of allegiance, infert this limitation, viz. ſo long ax the 
body politic is pleaſed. to acknowledge the ſuprems magiſtrates 
they would find it eaſier to come over their other pretended and 
inconſiſtent difficulties. For the truth is, they cannot, in a gon- 
ſiſteney with their antigovernment ſcheme, and with ſafe con- 


in regard they cannot be ſure, but he that is now owned by civib_ 
ſociety may be rejected, and another ſet up, who muſt be ac- 
knowledged: So they would be brought into an inextricable 


nange, which is abſurd; or then be perjured, by rejectiug him 
to hom they had ſworn; or then incur datnnation, by refufing 
obedience to him, who is ſet up by the body politic; Suck is 
the labyrinth of confuſion and contradiction this anarchical 


and men anent civil government. 1 ain 
-8thly, This antigovernment ſeceding principle, deſtructive of 
ſaid diſtinction betwixt the providential and preceptive will of 
God, is both contrary to, and confuted by many approved 
ſcripture examples; in which the Spirit of God teſtifies, that 
the actual poſſeſſion of the throne, under the favour of provi- 
dence, and by the conſent of the majority of a nation, may be in 
one, whilſt the moral power and right of government is in an- 
other. The ward of Gop acknowledges David the rightful- 
lovereign over J/raz! for the ſpace. of forty years, (1 Kings ii. 
11. 4. Chron. xxix. 20, 27) ſeven of theſe he is faid to have 
reigned. in. Hebran, and thirty-three in Feru/alem. ' During the 
arlt, Even yeats of his reign. at Hebrcu, there is a poſitive con · 
finement of his actual rule to the tribe of Judab only; 2 Sam. v. 
Aud at the ſame time 1/bbo/beth is ſaid to be made king over 
ail 4ree, and to have reigned two years. In agreeableneſs to, 3 
n . 1 5 N 


ſciences, ſwear to any government, but with ſuch limitation ; 


dilemma; either they maſt on them both to be Gup's ordi- 


ſyſtem leads into; a ſyſtem that cancels all conſtitutions by Gop 25 
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was utterly unlawful ; Both they ard . Schomott 


0 1112 JV 


Hi prindptes, there+is nd kfrvoneiliug theſe Gifferent texts. 
According to their ſcheme, David can With no propriety be ſaid 
to have reigned. forty. 'years ovet ful, ſeeing ſeven of tlie 
yeais were e before he was actunlly acknowledged by all 
aui, before providende put him in the actual poſſeſſion of all 
that exten ſive power. There is another known example, applica- 
ble to the preſent-purpote, in the inſtanee of David, during the 
his unnatural fon Alalamni. AtcorGing to the ficred 
ſtory; a Sam. chap xb. vi. xvii. xvii tix. it apprars, that he 
n wholly ejected, botk out of the hearts and tefritoriet of 
Haul, and not only the thtonè, but che will and -conferit of th: 
people given up to 45Jalom. But was Davit therefore diveſted of 
ks gh and kale? Tho? it is mot contrary to ſeripture to 
it ; yet, according to Secedeys, ſet itig A hHhalom Was king, 
i poſſeſſion of the throne, and had hot only the power provi- 
dentially par into his band, but had it-#Iſo by the cenſent of the 
2 & neceſſarily follows, tha: Abſalom being a providential 
his office and authority did equally ariſe from, and 

Age to ine precept ive will of Gon, and ſubjection aud obedience, 
for gonfcience ſake, was equally due to bim as to David by the 
Pw tribes: And fo it was a dammnable fin in David to fight 
it could be no leſs chan a reſiſting the e 

Son, wore lo fame may be faid, with reſpect to that other 


revolt, hy the inſtigation, and under the conduCt of Sheba, 2 Sam. 


But altho', according to Seceders, he muſt alfo have 
been their lawful magiſtrats,: the Spirit of Gov diſcovers the 
revert, fill, acknowiedging the right of government in all- theſe 
changes tot be in David. Another example is in the cafe of 
Solamun, who was ordained or deſigned by Gon expreſsly for the 
of rue Adoiijah had obtained the afcendency, both 


ia reſpect of actual poſſeſſion, and the iuclinations and conſent 


of the majority of the nation; the conſent was general, 1 Nings, i. 
5 9 1, 18, 25, and ii. 15. He had all to plead for himfelf, 
which: Wender make efſ-otja to the conſtitution of à lawful 
kings He bad got to the throne by providence, and bad full 
admiſſiom and poſſeſſion; by the inclinations of the people, If 
then there is no diſtinction to be made of thoſe who are ac- 
 knowledged by civil ſociety, into ſuch as are ſo by the precep- 
tive will of God, and ſuch as are ſo by his providential will oniy; 
„then Sobhmon bad no right nor title to the crown; and the 
enterpriſe of David and Nathan, &c. of ſetting him on the throne, 
to bave ac- 


quieſoed iu the duty of ſubjection to Adonijab, as heing che 


_ ordinance of Gop. But this would have been oppoſtte i che 


expreſs ditection of the Lok p, appointing the kingdom to NH, 
4% It. was. bis from the Lok p,“ as Anloniſiub himſelf cn ed. 
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1) 
the Lon of Ahoriab, who was king de jure, even when Athaliah 
had not only the countenance of providence; but the conſent of 
the people; in the poſſeſſion of the kingdom; 2 Chron. xxit- 10, 


12. Again, the practice of nations, in owning theſe for their 


lawful ſovereigns, who, by providence, were put from the actual 
exerciſe of their rule and authority, contributes to confute this 
abſurd notion. Thus the people of ral, who had rien up 
for 4b/alom; do even, when David was out of the land, own him 
for their king: 50, during the Babyloniſh captivity, there are 
ſeveral perſons noted as princes of Judah, whom the people 
owned, as having the right of government over them: With a 
variety of other inſtances, all diſcoveting, in oppoſition to their 
anarchical ſyſtem, that it is not by the diſpeofations of provi- 


dence, that the right and title of the lawful magiſtrate is to be 


determined. Moreover, as the aſſociate preſbytery have fo 


barefacedly belied the ſcriptures of truth, as to aſſert; that there 


cannot be ſo much as an inſtance found in all the hiſtory of che 


or deed; an acknowledgment of, or ſubj 
of any magiſtrate actually in office, by the will of the civil body. 
Beſides what have been already adduced, take thefe few followmg 


Old Teſtament, of any civil members refuſing, either by word 
A 


g * 


ion unto the authority * 


examples of many: After thar Saul, by the diſobedience to che 
commandment of the Lorp, had forfeited his title to the kings 
dom, he was no more honoued, as king, by Samuel the prophet 3 


but, on the contrary, he 
Lord: had rejected him from being king, 1 Sam. xv, 26 to 35. 
Tho”: he mourned over him as one rejected, yet he no more 


acknowledged him as cloathed with the authority as à lawful” 


king ; nay, the Lonxp having rejected him, reproves his prophet” 
for mqurning for him, 1 Sam. xvi. 1. From which, and the com- 
mand he rectived to anoint David in his ſtead; and that even 
while the civil ſociety did acknowledge, and was ſubject unto 
Saul, it appears, that the throne of ae! was then regarded, both 
by the LoxD and his prophet, as vacant, until David was a- 
nointed ; fram which time, in the eye of the divine law, he was 
the rightful king, and ought, in conſequence of the public in - 
timation made by the prophet of Saul g rejection, to have been ac- 
knowledged as the Lord's anointed by the whole kingdom of 
Ifrael. In agrecableneſs whereto, the ſcripture 1oforms,”that- not 


openly teſtified to his face, that the 


only David, in expectation of the Loxb's promiſe, reſiſted Saul 


as an unjuſt uſurper, but many among the tribes of rae/, whom 
che Spirit of Gop honourably mentions, rejected the government 


of Sant, and joined themſelves to him that wag really anointed of 


o, 1 Chron: xii. from 1 to 23. Now, if the Lon did 


under pain of 'dampation, to give loyal obedience ta 


bpluce of ſupreme apthority, however wicked, while ac- 


na by the body — he would not reject ſuch, nor 
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command to ſet up ethers. in their room, nor approye of thoſe - 
who diſow ned and reſiſted them. + But all this is done in 'this 
inſtance, which, of itſelf, is ſufficient to overthrow their ſcheme. 
Another. inſtance is in 2 Chron. xi: 13, 16, where the authority of 
Jereboam is rejected and caſt off, even when acknowledged and 
jubmitted to by the nation of Jfroel, by the priefla and Zevites, 
and; after them, by all fuch as did ſet their hearts to ſeek the 
Lok God of Vael, through all the ten tribes; and this, be- 
cauſe of his abominable wickedneſs : Whereby it appears a com- 
mendable duty, to refuſe the lawfulneſs of the authority of 
wicked occupants, tho acknowledged by the majority of a nation. 
A fimilar example there is in the reign of Bagſba, who could 
not by all his vigilance prevent many from caſting off his go- 
vernment;-2 Chron xv. 9. Again, there is an expreſs Example 
of Eliſba's diſowning the king of 1frael, even when "the civil 
ſociety owned bim, 2 Kings iii. 14, 15. He did not regulate his 
conduct by providence and the will of the people, but, in oppo» 
on to both, refuſed bim that honour, that is due to all that are 
Fal kings. To theſe may be added that notable example of 
Eibnah, 2 city of the prieſts, who could not but have know- 
Tedge by the law of their Gon what was their duty, 2 Chron, xxi. 
vo, lere is an inſtance of a people's caſting: off allegiance to a 
WI — 1 becauſe of bis apoſtaſy and intolerable wickedneſs, 
_ hereby they bore teſtimony againſt. him, and diſcovered what 
- "was the duty of the whole nation, on account of his apoſtaſy 
ſtom the Lonp. Their ſo doing was a moſt poſitives! Actual, 
ant enpreis condemnation, both of Jehoram for his-wickedneſs, 
ant-ofthe people for concurring, joining with him, and firengthen» 
Ip his hands in it, (even as Mab by his faith and obedience is 
fich de hae condemned the antediluvian world, Heb. ix 7.) And 
this heit conduct and teſtimony the Spirit of Gop juſtibes; and 
_records to their honour. Theſe few, of many that might be 
- adduced, declare the impudence, as well as fallacy and impoſ- 
ture of Sereders in this matter, and alſo juſtify the principles 
which they maliciouſly nick-name the antigovernment ſcheme; and 
that for np other reaſon, but becauſe it eſtabliſnes the ordinance 
of -magiltracy- among a people, favoured by Gop with divine 
- revelation, upon his preceptive will, in oppoſition to their an- 
,, archical notions, of ſetting it wholly upon the tottering baſis of 
te corrupt will of man. And, to conclude this particular, how 
/ndicvlouſly abfurd is it in them to infinuate, that, in the ex- 
amples above; or others to be found in ſacred hiſtory, thoſe 
perſons did, notwithſtanding their own practice in 1 the 
authority of wicked rulers, ſlill view it as the duty of th reſt 
of the nation, to acknowledge them? This is pure jargon'and 
nonſenſe, contrary both to reaſon and religion. By What law 
could the oppoſite practices of thoſe that diſowned, aud thoſe 
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that ill continued to own the, authority of unlawful rulers, be 
juſtified? It could not be by the divine law, which never con- 
demus that as ſin in one, which it approves as duty in others, in 


the ſame eircumſtances. Seeing therefore theſe, in the inſtances 


above, art juſtified, the practice of thoſe who continue to ac 
knowledge the lawfulneſs of theſe wicked rulers, mult be re- 
garded as condemned, both by the divine law, and alſo by the 
tices of the above perſons, which do all jointly concur in 
witneſling, that they viewed it the duty of all the reſt of the 
nation to have dons as they did. And from the whole, it ap- 
pears a commendable duty for the Logp's people to difown the 
right and la wfulneſs of rulers ſet up in contradiction to the'divine 
law. | | 7 | 
then, 
diſtinstion between the providential and preceptive will of Gop 
in matters of magiſtracy, appears from Gop's expreſs diſallow- 
ance of ſome hom providence had actually exalted to the ſupreme. 


command over a people, Ezzek. xxi. 27. 1 will overturn,” Me. 
Altho* this may have an ultimate reſpect to CRRISsT, yer it h 


alto a "reference to the rightful governors of Judab, when dif- 
poſſeſſed of their right by the providential will of GOop. And 


"here the Lokn threatens the execution of his judgmients - the 
unjuſt poffeſſor. See alſo Amos vi 13. Hab. ii. 5, G. Nah M 
. and Matth. xxvi. 32. By all which it appears, that he 465 1 
| tate cal difference between thoſe Who" ate - | 
anly-&xalted by the providential will of Gon, and ut authonfed  - 
by kj-preceptive will; and therefore it is impbſſible mat the 


preme Jawgiver ſtates a 7 


ollies and authority of them both can equally atiſe from, and 


agres to the precept. Again, in Heſoviii. 4- They have ſet up 
kings, but not by me; they have made princes, audi knew xe 


% hot This diſtinction is ſhewed, as with the brightneſs of 
a ſun-beam, ſo that he that runs may read it. The Lone by his 
prophet here charges this people with horrid apoſtaſy, iu chartg- 
ing both the ordinances of the magiſtracy and the minifiry, 
particularly; altho' the Lok p commanded, if they would wm 
kings, they ſhould ſet up none but whom he choſe: Deut. xyin. 


15, Let they had no regard to his law. 'This charge ſeems to 


have reſpect to tbe civil conſtitution among the ten tribes after 
their revolt from the houſe of David; not ſimply charging their 


revolt on them, but that after their ſeceſſion, they did not conſult 


Gon, nor act according to his precept, in their ſetting up of 


kings. As nothing can happen in the world, but by the - courſe 


of providence ;, and as all things are known unto'GoÞ, in reſpect 


. of his pmwbiſcience, the text cannot reſpect either of theſe. The 
tue import of the charge then is, they have ſet up kings, but not 
according £6 the law and preceptive will of Gop; and therefore 
hie neither did, nor would approve eitber them or their kings, 


„ 


The iniquity of attempting to deſtroy the neceſſary | 
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Hence the propheticharges this- as one cauſe of their nationd 
deſtruction. Here then it is undeniably evident that Gon him- 
ſelf eſtabliſh-s that diſtinction pleaded for; and tis therefore 
moſt wicked to aſſert, as Seceders do, that it is altogether 
groundleſs and abſurd. Again, this text diſcovers,” that all 

xings that are ſet up and acknowledged by civil ſociety, are not 

_ agreeable to the preceptive will of G9D, or, as ſuch, approved by 
bim, as they haye ſafſely aſferted: For here the Lox'D declares, - 
that I/-ae! had ſet up kings that were not agr reeable to his on 
And the charge reſpeCts their authority, the very deed of 
tution: To fay then, that all providential magiſtrates. are alſo 

x preceptive, is directly to give the Gop of truth the lie. More- 

8 over, this plainly intimates, that all ſuch providential magiſtrates 

2s are not ſet up in agreeableneſs to the precept, are diſallbwed 

and condemned by God, and therefore Gop commands to put 

way the carcaſes of ſuch kings, as, becauſe of the blind 3 
erk civil ſociety, were Hule better than adored” by the 

1 \Exek. ii. ge That he might dwell in the DR of Toke. 

| 1 ever; and therefore be declaes it the ſin, and ſo the n of 
. the people's ruin, as in the above text: And alſo in Hy: v. 11. 
e Abraum is oppreſſed;“ . becauſe he willingly walked. after 

che commandment, deliberately and implicitly followed every 
wicked ruler Ter up by civil ſociety. It is. but a perverting and 
 abuling the above text, to plead that it is only a condemnation 
k fuel, for not conſulting the Lonxb in making choice of their 

Kings, but no condemnation of them for ſetting them up, and ac- 

knowledgi ny em, in contradiction to the Loks choice, as 
plainly aid before them in his preceptive will. And it is very 
ontradictory, to acknowledge it a ſin, not to conſult Gon, and 

* to allert that it is a matter of indifferency as to the validity 

- of their office; whether his counſel be followed or not, which it 
ebe, if, as their principle bears, the being of the magiſtrate's 

die ad authority i is equally good and valid, when contrary, as 

PE ag reeable- to the commanding. will of Gon But if, as is 

mm it be a lin not to conſult Gop in the choice of magi- 

7 rates, it mult needs be a great aggravation thereof, after con- 

19 "(Falting him, to reject and contemn his counſel, and openly con- 
23 Trader his poſitive « command, by conſtituting. kings in oppobtion 

to his declared will, which is evidently the fin charged upon 
| "Ffrael, and the aon why he diſclaims all ſuch; and therefore, 
according to that known and approved rule, that wherever any 
bn is forbigden and condemned in ſcripture, there the contrary 
duty is commanded and commended ; it follows, that the ſetting 
uß cf rulers, in oppofition to the expreſs command of | Gov, 
6 being bere condemned, the COntrary duty is commended, namely, 
a difowning of all ſuch rulers; tor, ik it be à ſin to 8 BP 
* and nor ** ue it muſt alſo be a fin to 


. 

nil chem (when ſo ſet ups in regard it is a continuing in, and ap- 
im- proving of the Gn af that wicked erection; altho' ſuch an ac- 

| owiedament may indeed be agreeable to their principle, which 
her gives to che creature a prerogative above the Creator. From the 
all whole it may already appear, what reaſon the preſbytery have for 
IN teſtifying againſt Seceders, for maintaining ſuch a corrupt doctrine; 
i by a-do@rine; which they very juſtly: acknowledge (P. 89.) canndt 
res, be eſtabliſhed, but by the overthrow - of. this diſtinction between 


15 the providential and preceptive will of Gop; a diſtinction, that | 
nſti · 


as they ſhall never be able to overturn, by all their impotent and 
impious attacks; ſo it will ſtand to all ages as a ſtrong bul- 
warky-inviolably defending the truth bete contended for by tbe. 
rates „% ] . < hg CT or ES 
Fed MM _ athly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt: this antigovernment prin- 
put ciple of the Seceſſion, as being contradictory to, and inconbitent 
with the reformation principles, and covenanted obligations, 
whereby. theſe nations, in agreeableneſs to the law of -Gonp, 
bound themſelves to maintain all the ordinances of -Gop in 
their purity, according to theit original inſtitution in the ſerip 
tures of truth The ſeceding ſcheme, (as has been noticed 
formerly,) is, that whomſoever the bulk of a nation, or body 
politic, ſet up, and providence proves auſpicious and favourable 
to, is the lawful magiſtrate, to be owned and ſubmitted..to for 
conſcienceſake. The: inconfiſtency of which tenet with reſor- 
mation principles, may appear from viewing and comparing 


: 


where" it is ordained as a condition, ſine qua nen, that all Kings, 
princes, and magiſtrates, ſhall at their inſtalment ſolemply-ſwear 


falſe religions. So alſo James VI. Parl. 1. cap. gth which: or- 
dains, that no perſon may be a judge or member of aug court 
that profeſſeth not the true religion. Alſo Charles I. Harl. 2. 
elt zd. Ae 14 it is ordained, that before the king be admitted 
to the exerciſe of his royal power, he ſhall give ſatisfaction to 
the kingdom anent the ſecurity of religion: And ſo the fame 
parliament, Act 15th, 1649, expreſs themſelves (referring. to the 
- coronation oath above mentioned): The eſtates of parliament 
„ judging it neceſſary, that the prince and people be of one 
6 perfect religion, appoint, that all kings and princes, who ſhall 
« reign or bear rule within this realm, ſhall at the receipt of 
their princely authority, ſolemnly ſwear to obſerve. in their 
< own perſons, and to preſerve the religion, as it is preſently 
«eſtabliſhed and profeſſed. And they ordain, that before the 
« king's majeſty who now is, or any of his ſucceflors, . ſhall be 
ee admitted to the exerciſe of his royal power, he ſhall, by and 
.®:attour the foreſaid oath, declare by his ſolemn oath, under his 


there with the coronation oath, James VI. Parl. 1. gap. 8. 


to maintain the true religion of IxsUS CHRIST, and oppoſe/all 
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age :of ithe ſolemn league and .rovenant,. and obligation to 


rey the ends 3 in bis Ration and calling; and that 
ſhall conſent, arid to acts of parliament, enjoining 

* the ſolemn league and covenant, and fully On preſby- 
« rerian government, the directory for worſhip, on of 
faith, and catechiſms apptoven by the general *:Fembly of this 
kirk, and parliament of this kingdom ;—and that he ſhall 
„ obſerve theſe in his own practice and family — and ſhall never 
„make oppoſition. to any of theſe; or endeavour any change 
«. thereof. Likeas, the eſtates of parliament diſcharge all the 
«. liegzs and ſubjects of this kingdom to procure or regeive from 
bis. majeſty any commiſſions or gifts whatſome ver, until his 
«« majcity ſhall give ſatisfaction, as ſaid is, under the pain of 


being cenſured in their perſons and eſtates, as the partjament 


* ſhall judge fitting. And if any ſuch commiſſions or gifts be 
$*-procured or received by any of the ſubſects before ſuch fatis- 


d n, the parliament declares and ordains all ſuch, and all 


Withat ſhall follow thereupon, to be void and null.“ And the 
ſame ſeſſion, 43 26thy it is 1 in ſhort ordained; that none ſhall: bear 
any placa of public truſt in the nation, but ſuch as have the 
qualifications Cop requires in bis word. Thus, in the pre- 
fatory part of the ach, they ſay, “ The eftates of parliament 
„ rating into conſideration; that the Lon our. Gop requires, 
that ſuck as bear charge amongſt his people, ſhould be able 
« me; ftating Go», hating covetouſneſs, and dealing truly: 


. „ And that many of the evils of fin and puniſhment,” mater 


4 rhich the land gtoans, have come to paſs, becauſe! hitherto 


| r e not been ſufficiently provided and cared for, c. 


aerwards in the ſtatutory part), 4 Do therefore ordain, 
* that an ſuch as ſhall be employed in any place of power and 
</xra&im this kingdom, ſhall not only be able men, but men of 
4: known affection uuto, and of approved fidelity and integrity 
in che tanfe of Gos, and of a blameleſs chriſtianiconverſation,” 
De To the ſame purpoſe, 4#1 1th, Parl. ad, Seff. 3d, entitled, 
All far purging the army: See alſo the coronation oath of Scotland, 
as ſubſcribed by Charles II. at Scoon, i650: All which, and many 
other fundamental laws of the like nature, made in time af re- 
formation, ſhew the principles of our reformers to have been quite 


different from thoſe of Secedert anent civil government: And 
that to conſtitute lawful. magiſtrates, ibey muſt of neceflity have 
ſeripture and covenant qualifications, beſides the conſent. of thc 
people. With what face then can they pretend to have adopted 
ateſtimony for. reformation principles, and to be of the fame 


principles with our late 'reformers-? The vanity of this pretence 


will further appear, by compating their principles with the ſolemu 
league and cowenant, with every article of which they ae in- 


| a "I" profeſs the moral 3 of the n 
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and yet I he ſame flme maintain the law ſulneſs of every provi- 
dential government, whether popiſh or prelatir, if ſet up by the 
body politic. But how oppoſite this to the „ig article; obliging 
conſtantly to endeavour the preſerration of the reformed religion ? 
Can it be confiſtent therewith, to commit the government of the 
nations to-a ſworn- enemy of the reformation ? or, with that 
ſincerity which becomes the profeſſors of CHRIST, to plead the 
- lawfulneſs:of an authority -raifed upon the overthrow of the 
reſormed religion? No leſs oppofite is it to the ſecond article, 
which obliges, and that without reſpeQ of perſons, to endeavour 
the extitpation of Popery, PrelJacy,——to maintain and plead for 
the lawfulneſs of that which eſtabliſheth or ſupporteth Prelacy or 
Popery in the nations. This appears rather ke a ſincere en- 
deavour in them to promote whatever 1s contrary to ſound doc- 
trine, and the power of- true godlineſs; and that, becauſe an 
apoſtate people approve thereof, contrary to Exod. xxiii 2. 


4 


« Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to do evil.“ Again the 


third article binds to preſerve the rights of parliaments, and 
liberties of the kingdoms, and the king's authority in the pteſerw 
ation and deſence of the true religion. But how inconſiſtent is 
it therewith, to-own and defend an authority that, in its conflitu> 
tion and habitual ſeries of adminiſtration, is 'defiruQtives of all 
theſe precious and valuable intereſts ?- It is full of contradiction 
and a mocking both of Gop and the world, i pretend to own 
and defend the deſtroyers of the true religion, in — 
religion, as Seceders do in their mock acknovledgment of ſuch 26 
ate {worn to maintain Prelacy, in oppoſition to the reformed 


religion. The contradictorineſs of this principle of theim to the 


fourth article; needs no illuſtration. Again, the owning of an 
authority, which is reared up, and ſtands upon the footing, of the 
deſtruction of the covenanted union, and uniformity of the 
nations in teligion, can never be conſiſtent with the article, 
which binds, to an endeavouring, that theſe kingdoms may re- 
main conjoined in that firm covenanted union to all poſterity. 
In like manner, as the /zxth-article obliges to a deſending of all 
that enter into that league and covenant, and never ſuffer 'our- 
ſelves to be divided, and make defections to the contrary part z 
it muſt bela manifeſt contradiction chereto, not only to defend 
ſuch as are enemies to that covenant, but even in their oppofition 
thereto; And it is a making deſection to the contrary part, and 
ſrom that cauſe and govenant- with a witneſs; to plead the lawful» 
neſs of thꝗ nativnal. conſtitution, which is eſtabliſhed upon the 
ruins of a covenantod work of reformation, as Seceders do; whoſe 
prineiple aud practice, in oppoſition to what is proſeſſed ; in the 
coneluſon of the covenant, as well as what was the very deſign of 
entering into it, is, inſtead of going before others, in the erample 


| 


«2 real reformation, a corrupting of the nations more and more, 
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_ -and going before them in the real-apoſtaly and defeftion from 
the reformation, ſo Lg worn to be maintained” in this 
"covenant 3 and a teaching of them r Cap- 
tain; to return to their antichriſtian Hhoudage 

Upon the whole, as the preſbytery — to teſtify againſt 
this newffcheme of principles, reſpecting the ordinance. of 'magi- 
ſtracy; they therefore, upon all the grounds formerly laid down, 
did and hereby do declare, teſtify againſt, and condemn the ſame, 
us what is, indeed; a new and dangerous principle, -truly*antigo- 
vernment, introductiye of . anarchy and confuſion, of apoſtaſy 
and defection from the covenanted work of refortistion, the 
principles by which/it was carried on and maintained, and afts and 
laws,” by which-it was feneed and eſtabliſhed; and what is flatly 
oppoſite to, and condemned by the word of divine revelation, tn 
many expreſs and poſitive precepts and approved examples, a- 
greeable thercto, as well as by dur ſolemn national covenants, 
founded upon, and -agreeable to the {aid word of divine revela- 
on, And finally; let this be further obſerved, that as it was a 
| beautiful” branch — glorious re formation, that the civil go- 
vernment of this nation was modelled agreeable to the word of 
God; and that the right of regal government was conſtituted, 
bounded and fixed by an unalterable law, conſonant to the word 
ol God, and ſworn to be inviolably preſerved both by = — 


ople': So the Mpciate breth#en, by their doctrine — 
oa is inconſiſtent with our uncontroverted pare ot ag and 


-— FSundamental-laws, excluding from the throne all FPapiſts and 


Prelstiſts, have eounteracted a moſt important point of the cove - 
nanted reformation, and opened a wide door to Jacolitiſm. For, 


nter one ie bound to acknowledge implicitely any government 


in et, thatprewails; Then, if a party in theſe nations ſhonſd 
mi up; aud ſet a Pepiſb pretender on the throne, according to 
the doctrine, all mould be obliged to be ſubject to him; and it 
would be ſinful to ĩmpugu the lawfulneſs of his authority, altho' 


being Popith, he is deſtitute of the eſſential qualifications 


required of a king, not only by the word of Gap, but the na- 
tional conſtitution and ms in order to make WY Ore - 8258 
| 56g 4 re nations. * * 

"= "24s e-preſbytery teſtify againſt 1 crate Pre now 
called Syned, for their wronging, 8 and wifappiying the 
bleſſed ſcriptures of trutn in many texts, in order to ſupport 
_ thejr;erroneous tenet; namely, That the word of Gop requires 
0 qualifications as eſſeutial to the being of -a lawful "Chriſtian 
magiſtrate'; but that hoſoe ver ate ſet up, and while they con- 
tinde to be acknowledged by civil ſociety, are lawful magiſtrates 
though deſtitute of ſcripture qualifications; and ep: 4 in a ma- 
nitgft. epplitionto the revealed will and law of Gon. n 


The texts of ſeripture uſed by them, do e 
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propo poſition, Ui That it is the duty ol the N of Goo 1 
obey and ſubmit to lawful rulers in ele Bwful commänds; and 
that it is uttetrly unlawſul and finful to 12 ſuch awful authorj- A 
ty. But none of theſe" texts*quoted by them, prove, that it is 
the duty of the people of 'Gop, "bleſſed. with the knowledge of 
his revealed will, to ſubmit to, and obey for conſcience fake, an 
authority that is finful; and oppoſite to the revealed will of Gov, 
both in its conſtitution and general courſe of adminiſtration : Nor 
do they prove, chat a prelatical, eraſtian or Popifh government, 
is a lawful government, either expreſsly, or by right of neceſſary 
conſequence, over a people, who either do, colleCtively conſider- 
ed as a'cliurch and nation, or are bound to profeſs all the parts, 
of the true religion, and to maintain all the divine ordinances in 
their purity: Nor do they prove; that any can be lawful rulers 
over theſe Chriſtian and covenanted nations, who want the efſey= 
tial qualifications required by the word of Gop, the covenants, and 
fundamental laws of the kingdoms: : Or that it is NafutTn the pe- 
ple of Gop, to ſay ſo much, in teſtifying againſt the Joint at as 
tional apoſtaſy from Go, and the N of religion. at- | 
ticularl , 

The 57% text they adduce is Prov. xxvi. 21, * My ſon; OY 
00 thou the Loxp and the king, and meddle not with — that ate 
given to change.” It is granted that this ſcripture enjoins all thole 
duties that, in a conſiſtency with the fear of the Lord, a people. 
owe to their rightful kings. But nothing can be more abſurd, 
than to extend the command to all that bear the name of kings, Who 
ate acknowledged: by a nation as kings; and while they do ſ own 
them, though their conſtitution ſhould be moſt antichriſtian, and 
they juſtly-chargeable with unparallelled evils, not only iu their 
private character, but in their public conduct; be they idolaters, 
adulterers, blaſphemers, ſabbath-breakers, mutiliran: inyaders, | 
and avowed uſurpers of thethrone, crown and ſceptre; and income 
* prerogatives of CHRISY, the Glorious Kingot Zronfet- 

ng chemſelves in the temple Cop, andexaltingthemſelves above 

Tr: that is called Gop, by diſpenſing” with ns laws, and, in 
place thereof, ſubſtituting their own wicked laws, — 
they eſtabliſh iniquity, and enjoin, under ſevere penalties, x 
profanation of the name, day and ordinances of the Lon n. This * 
command muſt certainly be underſtood-in a conſiſtency with . 
duty and character of one that is reſolved to be an inhabitant of the 

of the Lox Þ's holy-hitl,”P/al. xv. « In whoſe eyes à Vile perſon 
. is contemned:” It muſt de conſiſtent with the fear of the ah 
which can ſtand very well with a feuting and honouring all wit 
are really kings ; but a flat contradiction thereto, to fear every 
vile . becauſe it is che will of civil ſociety to ſet bim up 
in dE character of king. Tilt therefore Secederg prove either 
chat kings are undet no E 2 to obey the law EP Cop Nen 
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ſelves, and ſo got liable w its ſanction apud penalty in gaſt f dif- 
obedience z or then that the favour and;approbaton of tiv ſocrety 
can juſtify a diſpenſing with the law of Gop, they will never be 
able to prove from this, nor any other text, that ſuch as are guilty 
of any crime declared capital in the word of truth, hate a right 
and gitle to that honour and ' obedience; that is due ta lawſul 
kings, even though they are aknowledged by civil ſoriety. And 
ſo this text makes nothing for, but againſt their darling tenet ; 
and their explication thereof is evidently a wreſting of ſcripture, 
making it Ipeak in their favours, contrary to tha ſcope and 
meaning of the Holy Spirit therein. And their invidious inſinu- 
ation, that all who differ from their opinion,. do likewiſe de- 
part from the fear of the Loan, is but a further evinlence of 
their abuſe of ſoripture, while it is at the ſame time utterly falſe. 
See Mr. Xnox's hiſtory, P. 422, it Bock of dijeipline, cap. 10, 
EAR | | J „ 3: 4 l 77 2 
A ſecend text abuſed, for ſupporting theit forementionet principle, 
is Stcleſ. x 4+ If the ſpirit of the ruler riſe up againſt thee, 
leave not thy place, for yielding pacifieth great offences.” As 
rmerly, ſo here they aſſert, that this text refers to any rulers pre- 
eotly acknowledged by the civil fociety, aud that the nſing of the 
Mer ſpirit muſt be underſtood as groundleſs, and: ſo fraful, ant! 
_ necefarily comprehends any wrath or wrong” that a ſubject may 
meet with onjuſtly at the rulet's hand, upon perſonal or teligious 
"accounts, Thatyet, notwithſtanding, the ſubject (in the uſe off 
. 8 for his own vindication, muſt cortinue 
fubfeckion and obedience to the ruler, in lawful commands, while 
- ;the civil ſtate continues to acknowledge him; and this, as the 
Say habile mean of convincing the ruler of his error, and pre- 
rns 
Hut, as the reaſon. which they there alledge, does not neceſſari- 
2 conclude and prove this rifing of ſpirit in the ruler to be-finful; 
othe whole of their explication and gloſs built upon it, is invali. 
Ae; and, moreover, is a condemnation of the principles and 
* practice of our reformers, and ſufferers for the cauſt and truth; 


F ' 


- of Curr, in the late times, when they left their, place of ſub - 
4 Fee and took up arms in defence of their religion, liberties 
and lives. be” n E 
P beir explication is alſo ſelf-· ineonſiſtent: For if this riũng of 

ſpirit neceſſarily comprehends any wrath, or wrong; on perſonal 

r religious accounts; then there muſt be a yielding, ot keeping 

the place of ſubjection not only in lawful commands, but in all © 25 
Matters, whether lawful or not; otherwiſe, this yielding cannot May, 
be ſuppoſed. to anſwer. the end deſigued: For though &. ſubject 180 
could yield in all other partieulars, yet, unleſs he Ale elde in de tex 
that particulars on which the riſing of the caler's ſpiribls provnd- 8 
ed, his yieldingieannot pacify the ryltt's Wrath. n Wehe fub- ; Wat. 
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Finning of the late perſecution; to the then tulers, did not, nor 
Sul pacify their wrath, hecauſe they would not give up with 

their confeience and all religion, which wag the very foundation 
of the riſing of his fpirit againſt them; tho', according to their 
explication of the text, this was what they ſhould have done, and 

fo have pacĩſied the ruler's wrath. It is but a mere fhift to tell the 

world, that it is only in lawful matters they are to yield, the yield- 
ing muſt furely correſpond to the riſing of ſpirit ſpoke of: But 
with ſuch deceitful ſhifts are they forced to cover ovet a docttine, 

which, if preſented in its native dreſs, would not meet with ſuch 

ready reception. But in oppoſrtion, to their ſtrained interpretation 
of the text, by the ruler muſt be underſtood a lawful ruler; who 

is the miniſter of Gop for good, one who has nbt only moral a- 
bilities for government, but alſo a right to govern. And a8 a 

ſubject may be keeping his place of ſubjection to a righteous rul- 

er, and yet be guilty, in his private or public character, of What 

gives JufÞ offence, and occaſions the ruler's ſpirit juſtly, and fo 

not finfully, to riſe againſt him: Thus, one, may be guilty of 

many criminal mifmanagements in the diſcharge of his public - 

truſt,” guilty of profaning the name of God, ot his day, d 
| riot; exceffive drinking, &c.. without having any thought of 
maß ing off the authority of his ruler, So, when a perſon has hereby 
100% Poroked the fpirit of his ruler, this divine preceꝑt teaches ge 8 

arty offending, not to aggravate bis offence, b attempting | . 
Sthough able) to make good his part, or rebe! agen d hi fovercign, | 
but to yield, to acknowledge his guilt and treſpaſs, and to fb» ---. 
mit to ſuch puniſhments as the lawful ruler ſhall juſtly. inflict, ac- *--M 
cording to the degree and quality of the offence ; whereby only, © 
the ruler will be ſatisfied. Agreeable to this, is that parallel text, 
Eorleſi viii. 2. 3- © I counfel thee to keep the king's command-. 
% ment, and that in regard of the oath of God :. Be net haſty 
« to go out of his ſight; ſtand not in an evil thing.” On the 
whole, it muſt be a great abuſe of ſcripture, to wreſt a divine ce: 
cept, which dire&s fubjects to ſubmit to ſuch puniſhments as their - 
lawful rulers ſhall juſtly lay them under for. their offences, to 
the ſupport of this antiſcriptural notion, viz. that every wicked. 

; perſon, whom the majority of a nation advanccs to the ſupreme- 
ing of rule, is the miniſter of Gop, to whom obedience is due, under 
fonal i Pain of eternal damnation, as is done with this text, 

A third ſeripture, perverted to ſupport the above principle, is Luke ; 
xXx. 25, Render therefore to Caſar the things which be Cayar's;. 
«ang unto Gop the things which be Gov9's,” From this Secedegs : Z 
ſtrongly imagine to fortify their cauſe. But from a juſt view 'of - 
ds in be text, it will appear, that the anſwer given by Cate r, con- 
und- tains no ecknpwled ment of Cæſar ' title to tribute, or of his au- 
bad. thority 25 lawful It is beyond doubt. that the queſtion Was cap- 

Ke bc ens, and that the deßgu of the Scribet and EFharitces, in pro- 


as it, to CIT, was to have him enſnared in his words; 
This they. thought themfelves ſute of, whether he ſhould anſwer | 
Ppoßitſreh or negatively, For if poſitively, and ſo recogniſe and 
"acknowledge Cæſar' title, then they. would have occaſion to ac- 
auſe him to the people, as .an.cnemy to the laws, liberty and ho- 

_ *nour of the Jeuiſb nation. This is evident from vet. 26. where 
it is faid, „ and they could not take. hold of his words before the 
People And then, if he ſhould deny, that it was lawful, they 
would have an opportunity or pretence of delating and delivering 
Him to the Roman governor, as an enemy to Ceſar. . They ſeem, 
however, to have been confident, that he who taugbt the way of 
Go in truth, without regard to ary, would never inculcate it as 
a duty for them, to give tribute to Ce/ar, ſubjection to whom, as 
their lawful governor, for conſcience ſake, was ſo.conitrary-to the 
divine law given to the 7ewws, reſpecting their magiſtrates; and 
if fo, they would not miſs of ſufficient, accuſation againſt. Rim. 
But here infinite wiſdom ſhone forth, in giving fuch an anſwer, 
as declared their wifdom to be but folly, and at once difappeinted 
All their malicious hopes; an anſwer which left Cz/ar/s, claim un- 

- "Fefolyed, as to any poßitive determination, whether it belonged to 
higs or not. The queſtion is in direct terms, Our Lon does 
ne directly anſwer to the queſtion, in the terms propoſed. by the 
wicked. ſpies. He neither expreſly ſays it is lawful or unlawful to 
pay it, but gave his anſwer in ſuch terms, as they could not from 
It form an accuſation againſt him, either to the people, or, to the 
© "governor, Hein general teaches to give Cęſar all things, that, 
"By the. law of Gop, were due to him; at the fame time enjoin- 

_ Ing. rem, that, under pretencę of giving to mei their demands, 

' they rob not God of what was his due, namely, a conſcientious 
regard to all the laws he had given them, and univerſal obedience 

to all his commands, without regard to perſons of any ſtation. 
And it is certain, that Cæſar was a proud, aſpiring, idolatrous and 
"bloody uſurper, (like the king of Babylon, Hab. ii. 5. for which 

= cauſes the Lon b denounccs fearful wrath and judgments again{t 

|  _ himy Hab. ii. 7, 8, to 14.) having no other right to the moſt 
4 part of bis dominions, tban the Lokp's providential diſpoſal, 
h ſometimes makes “ the tabernacles of robbers proſper ;—— 

| _ imo whoſe hand Gop bringeth abundantly,” Jab. x11, 6. 
a fot their ſins, gives Jacob to the ſpoil, and //rael to the 
fgobbers;“ Ja. xlii. 24. And giveth power to the beaſt, to 

; _ . «continue ſorty and two months, and to have power over all 
Fo  <«.gations:”* Rev. xiii. 5. 7: 80 that, by locking into the di. 
vine law, which determines every one's due, according to their Juſt 
character, and of .which they could not be ignorant, they might 
ſee, that he had a juſt title to all that was..due to an uſurper, i- 
colater and mufderer,— That the Fewtifp coin did bear Cajar's 
image, could de is evidence ef bis being eit lawiul ſonereigu, 
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ſeeing it js haolt common for che greateſt” vſurpers arid tyriltits to 
ſtamp theit image upon the coin of the nations they tyrannize over. 


- And though it be granted, that the Jews had, by this time con- 
ſented to Ce/ar's uſurpation, yet that could not legitimate his ti- 


done the text, (as alſo oppoſite to the ſentiments of ſome eminent 


ay of . bute to Cæſar; and it would appear, ftom Lule xxiii. 2. that the 
it as Wl Jes themſelves did not underſtand it fo. It may be further ob- 
ſerved, that this is not the only inſtance, where our LorD, in in- 
finite wiſdom, declined to give dire anſwers tb the enfnaring 
_ queſtions of bis malicious enemies. See 7obn viii. from ber. 3. 
to 1 2. Matth. xxi. from ver. 23. to 28. Jahn xviti.. t9; 20, 21. 
here ate queſtions of a fimilar nature propoſed with the ſame hel- 
lim intention, and all anſwered by him in like mafiner?” In every 
one of which, Seceders might on as good ground, as in che zn- 
ſwer to the queſtion anent tribute, ſay that CuRIST did- Hit and 


» blaſphemy. 


very part of their explication of this place of holy writ, it is fuf- 
ficient to-obſerve, 1/4, That the power here ſpoken of by the apo 
tle, is not a phyſical but a moral power; a power that is lawfuFand 


leguimacy in every of theſe muſt go to the making of a moral 


to above, and other divines, but what ſuſhciently appears from the 


with their reſpective reaſons, are what can only be ſpoken with 
reſpetct to powers ordained by the preceptive Will of Gop. A- 
gan,” by conſidering the oſſice aud duty of the powers, and the 
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- tle; nor warrant their ſubjection to him for conſcience fake; fee- © 
ing they cold not conſent to his authority, but in expreſs Tontra- 
diction to the many; plain and poſitive ſcripture precepts, "given by 

. God unto them, as bas been ſeen above. It is therefore volence 


divines on the place) to ſay, that it contaius a command to pay tri- 


difletable-the truth. But the leaſt inſinuation of ſuch 4 Merge 
cannot be made from any of theſe anſwers, without the gresteſt 
| 3 Dt. ern 


A fourth text uſed: by them for maintaining their erroneous © 
ſcheme, is Rom: xili. 1. to 8. Without animadverting upon e- 


warranted, in regard of matter, perſon, title or inveſtiture? & 


' payer; and an illegitimacy in any of theſe; is an illegitimacy ian 
the very being and conſtitution, and fo a nullity to the power as 
moral, a making it of no authority- As the text fpeakg only of 
this moral power, ſo it excludes every unlawful power: (Gee Mr. 
Gee on magiſtracy, on this text.) 24), That the being of Gop, 
or the ordination of God: here ſpoken of, is not a being of Hop 
providentially only, but ſuch a being of Gov, as contains inis 
inſtifucion and appointment, by the 'warrant of bis law ad 
cept; ſo'that the. magiſtrates to whom the apoſtle enjoins dbedi- 
ence, are ſuch as are ſet up according to the preceptive ordinati- 
on and will of Go, as is evinced not only by the author referred” 


context, where the ſubjeCion.enjoined, and reſiſtance forbidden, 


ea of their ordination, as defcribzd, ver. 3 4: which by no 
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NM ib ſcripture adduced, is Titut iii. 1. 

mind to be ſubject to principalities and powers,” Wc. As Se- 
cen apply this text to the ſame purpoſe, and explain it in the 
ache mauger es they have done thoſe others above mentioned, ſo 


646% 


means ag to any but thoſe motal powers ordained by the pre 
Y n God, it - appears a manifeſt abuſe of this text, to 
apply to every one advanced by providence to the place of fupreme 


_ Twe, not only without any regard, but in direct oppoſition to the 
pre ceptive will of Gop, It is molt abſurd, and ſelf-contratic- 
toi y in profeſſed teſtimony-bearers for a covenanted deformation, 
to, apply this text in a way of pleading the lawfulneſs af an eraſ- 
, 925 zutichtiſtian conſtitution, that is deſtitute of all theſe quali- 
_ ications already mentioned, (and always included in the ſcriptu- 
ral definition of a lawful magiſtrate,] as neceſſary to conſtitute a 


moral power, viz. in regard of matter, perſon, title or inveſti- 


ture, Sc. But for the power which they ſo zealouſſy preach for, 
the matter is unlawful, being eraſtian; partly civil, parthy eceleſi- 
.aſtic, by the united conſtitution. The perſon inveſted with this 


dupreme power, is one who is declared incapable by the funda- 
mental laws and covenanted conſtitution of the nations: The 


ex of inveſtiture, and terms on which the crown is held, are 
ful; the conſtitution being in an immediate oppoſitian to the 
terable conſtitution of the kingdom of the Meas, and found- 


| ed on the deſtrution of the covenanted reformation. And it may 
be geg, that it is unlawful, as to the exerciſe and application 


ok it, which bas been all along in oppoſition ta all true religion, 


And a grievous oppreſſion of the church, the kingdom of CuAIsT, 
nin che libenizs thereof. And it muſt be ſo; ſor the tree mult be 
mMade good, before tae fruit can be ſuch. By all which it appears 


there. 19a nullity in the power as moral, being ſo very oppoſite to 
t he revealed vil of Gop. , And from what is ſaid, it is obvious 
that this ſcripture gives n@ countenance to their corrupt ſcheme, 
but furniſhes with ſtrong arguments againſt it. | £ 


what is already ſaid, is ſufficient to diſcoyer the deceit of their uſe 
ame explication thereof. The powers and magiſtrates the apoſ- 
tle requires ſubjection to, are only ſuch as are ſoin a moral ſenſe ; 


nge gut ſuch as are accounted powers and magiſtrates in 


the dee of the text: Ihe apoſtle muſt mean the ſame powers 
here, which he deſcribes in Rom. xiii. I, 2, 3, Se. otherwiſe- 
he .comtradias himſelf, which muſt not be admitted; and the 
powers he there ſpeaks of, are moral powers, i. e. ſuch as have 
not only proper abilities for government and rule, but alſo a right of 
conllitution, impowering them to uſe their abilities for that pur- 
poſe... How. can one be expected or (aid to be the miniſter of GoD 


for good, ox à terror te cuil daers, and a praife ta them that do well, if 


he is ſo diſgeſed and inclined, as to love that which is evil, and 


« Put them in 


— 


hate that which is goed, and ſo actually is a praiſe to evil doers, 


and a tettor to ſuch as do well? To ſuppqſe any ſuch thing, is to o- 
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verthrow the univerſally eſtabliſhed connection between cauſe and 


effe&; the means and che end. And ſd much (namely, that the' 


power that are ſpokeu of ate moral powers,) Seceders ate forced to 


grant in their explication of Rom. xiii. Say they, “ The text 
« ſpeakb only of powers in a motal ſenſe:“ And this conceffi- 
on at once deſtroys their ſcheme, and confirms what the preſbyte - 
ry plead for, namely, that none are law ful powers, but ſuch as are 
ſo, according to the preteptive will of Gop in his word; which' 
certainly, in the judgment of all 2vþ9 would deal reverently with the 
oracles of Gon, is in this caſe a rule far preferable * to the te- 
„ mainders of natural fight, in the moral dictates of right rea- 
« fon,” from which Seceders fetch the inffitution of this divine 
ordinance of magiſtracy, and on which thry ſettle it, as on (what 
they call) © the natural and the eternal law of Gop 3” pre- 
ferriing that to plain, perfect and compleat revelation of Gob's will 
in his world. | Po OS, „ 
The , text uſed by them, is 1 Pet. ii. 13 to 17. the import 


fake, as having an inſtitution ſrom him: And that however fe!- 
dom they were inclined or employed in diſcharge of the dutiegpro- 


per to their office. It may ſuffice to obſerve, that while the apoſtle ' 


is here ſpeaking, as in the above texts, of moral powers, as above 


deſcribed, it is evident, that by every ordinance of man, can only be 


meant the different kinds and forms of civil government, and po- 
vernots ſet up by men, to every one of which the apoſtle exhorts' 
toa ſubmiſſion, providing, that in the ſetting up of theſe, they aCted 
agreable to the general laws and rulestappointed by Gob in hid. 
word, both reſpecting the conſtitution of government, and qualifi- 


cations of governors, Then, as they bear the ſtamp of divine au- 


thority, they were to be ſubmitted to for the Lon fake. But 


what manifeſt abuſe of ſcripture is it, to alledge with them, that 


the inſpired apoſtle exhorts to ſubmit to every monſterof iniquity, 
if only ſet up by the civil ſociety, though perhaps guilty of a 
number of crimes, that dy the law of Gop, and laws: of men 


founded thereon, are puniſhable by a ſevere death ? Sure, ſuch 


can never have a title to that obedience which is due to the or- 
.dinance of God, who have not fo much as a title to 


| | live upon the 
earth. Moreover, let it be conſidered, that in the above cited texts, 
the ſpirit of Gop enjoins either that obedience and ſubjection that 
is due to lawful magiſtrates, or that ſubjection only, which is for a 


time, by an extraordinary and ſpecial command, ſuch as Jer. xxix, 
7. given to conquerors and uſurpers, having no right but what is 


providential. If the fuft, then they cannot intend any but thele 
moral powers, who are ſaid to be of Gop, in reſpect of his ap- 
probstive and preceptive will. If the laſt, then theſe texts are 
notthertle of obedience toTawful rulers, who are fet ap qualifi- 


of which, they ſay, is, that all who have a conſtitution by con- 
ſent of rhe civil fociety, are to be ſubjected to for the Lord's 
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chtiſtian. and eraſtian government, even when acknowledg- 
ed by the bulk and body of the nation, both civil and eccleſiaſtie. 
Whence allo it is evident, that the perſecution was not the cauſe 
of- chear-calting off that authority; but that authotity's aſſuming 
Vo and ufürping the royal prerogatives of CHRIST, the church's 
; * Head, was the cauſe of their diſowning it; and then their refuſ- 
e Hog 5 foreſaid authority, was the cauſe of all their 
per E | 100. | 1 8 | A f 0 r 
oa gay, Fhe preſbytery teſtify againſt foreſaid afſpciates, on -ac« 
2 count of their corrupting of the ordinance of public prayer, both 
as practiſed by their miniſters, and by them enjoined upon their 
people; wherein, in an jnconfiftency with a faithful teſtimony à - 
rel gainſt the declared enemies of the church's head and king, ex. 


ung ot power, not much differing from the forms impoſed upon, and 
obterved by the eraſtian church. The preſbyrery acknowledge it 


for duty to pray for all men, in the various ſtations of life, as finners 
— loft, of the ruined family of Adam, ſtanding abſolutely in need af a 


ed of the-truth ; as-is enjoined, 1 Tim ii 1, 2. The Which yet. 
aut not de underſtood ip an unlimited ſenſe, but with ſubmiffi- 
on to rhe. will, of Gon; if they belong to the election of grace» 
Nays;they:acknowledge it indiſpenſible duty, as to pray, that the 
church may obtain ſuch kings and queens, as ſhall be nurſing fa- 
thers and mothers, according to the LorD's gracious promite-! 
80 When ſuch are granted to them, it is their duty to make pray» . 
ers. and ſupplications, in a particular manner, for them. But it 
is no leſs than an abuſe of ſcripture, and flat contradiction to mas» 


ry perſon without diſtinction whom providence advances to the 
ſupceme rule over the people of Gop,' in a way of acknowledg- 
ing his authority as lawful, and of praying for proſperity and ſus- 
cels to them, (as Seceders do:) To pray for ſucceſs unto, and the 
continuance-of wicked rulers, that are enemies to the Lora, and 
ufurpers-ot. his crown, and ſuch whom the LoxD, in anger a- 
gainſt a people for their fins, may ſend as a ſpecial puniſhment up- 
onfhem, and from whom he has promiſed deliverance unto 
people, as a peculiar bleſſing, is no leſs than a ſighting ot his pro- 
miles, and deriding of the threatenings, and in reality, a taking 
part with Gop's enemies, againſt him and his cauſe, As it 18 
impoſſible, ſincerely to pray for the coming of CarisT's king- 
dom, and advancement thereof, without alſo, as à neceſſaty 
mean conducive thereto, to pray for the downfal and deſtruction 
of alt his enemies, as ſuch, whatever be their place and ſtation, 
(which is not at all inconſiſtent with praying for their ſalvation, as 
loſt finners, ſeeing J=sus CurIsT, noleſs effectually deſtroys his 
enemies, when he makes them Ow ina way of willing ſubjec- 


affect to expreſs a ſuperlative loyalty unto the prelatic poſſeffors ; 25 


SAVIOUR, that they may be ſaved, and come to the knowledge 


ny promiſes and threatenings, to extend foreſaid command to eres - 
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tion to his leeptre oi bly ew ad grace, than when he vhall is 
' in pieces with his iron rod of wrüth ) Bog! How feHf-cothtradiftory 
zs it in $2tedevs, to pray ſor the coming of Cri isT's mediatory 
kingdom; and, at the ſams time, de pray for the ſücceſs and pre- 
ſervatiou of one, in his kingly character, Whö, themfelyes ac- 
knowledge; has; in that character, made grievbus eucrogchmenti 
apon the royal prerogatives of the” Lowry Jnsv8 Eater, is an 


. uſurper of his crown, and therefore, in that view, malt * eon 


5 Saered as an enemy to his ki x 
__ -Phattbe-avove is no falfe charge in Stelen; is witneſſed 
5 ven varices of their cauſes of falting, concluding with fuch pray- 
ers, which they have emitted, as well as by their daily practice: 
1 partieularly, Antibrug hey Seteders have given à fate recent 
7. 3 of this ; in bar cy ll, A ſolemn Warning by the /e. 
. Hund, co. Which unfaithful warning ceneludes with a ſelf- 
>” eanteatiAaty form of prayer, enjdined upon all under the ins 
fpection f fad Symad. Among other: things, they“ exhorr. all 
© © ——=th&-people- under their inſpection, to pour out earneſt 
-- andOnceffent fupplications-before the Lok b, in adependance 
1 upon the merit and ãnterceſſion of our great diebe, that he 
e being about a revival of out covenanted reformation, — 
5 betone an the monftains* which ſtand in the way; that * 
may abyndantlybleſy our ſovereign hg Coy and'the 
eber of the erden, —diaſtiag all the plots, ot efforts po 
}  t\yhatever enemies open or fecret, —againſt the proteſtant ſuc- 


R Glen to ne throne of theſe Kingdoms in the family of Hano- 
was Dk Y ber; that he may be gtaeious to the high courts of Parliament, 
B this and the . iſhand,—leading them to proper 
emeaſetes bor che honour of CurIsrT ; that he may.” Haſtert Ne 
eßatgemenrof the Mediator's kingdom,” G. ; 
On al which, let it ſufficens obſerve, 1/5,” That ab 18 no Gart 
„of (his prayer they make any exeeptions 'againft, ſo they muſt be 
Aber therein, approving of the conſtaution of the king, the 
|. " eftabliſhment and limitation of the thrones of theſe kingdoms in 
tze Hitiverian family, 28 preſently by law eſtabliſhed :" And alſo, 
_  approvify of ede Bus and Ir id parliaments, in their conffitu- 
tion, a law cſtablithedy though both of them groſsly Eraftian, 
any usceſlarily connected with maintaining Engliſb popiſh” cere · 
monies, nie hole Enghfb bierarchy; and civil places and power 
of chulchmen; in oppoſition to the word of Gov, reforming 
8 laws, and *eovenanted conſtitutions of the nations. Hence, 2d, 
Amis patieen of prayer muſt be underſtood as containing earnelt 
fſuppliestion to che Lorp, that he may continue and preſerve an 
cCeaſtien cobſtivution, that he may perpetuate the limited fuctel- 
jon to the throne in the family of Hanover; and that, in oppoli- 
tion to all attempts whatever, toward any change, however much 
es her. to the glory of IE ou; of the. 9 
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and cevieal of. n cotenanted reformation g and alſo; feems to in- 
clue a deſi . that God may, preſerve and maintain a parliament 
zn the natiene, one of the houſes whereof, vid. the Houſe f 
Peers, is compoſed partly of fprritval. lordi, as eſſential merubers 
chereof.— an antichriſtian deſigeation,—a title and office notte, 
found in the book of divine revelation. 80, 3d, This prayer 
cem to ſuppoſe a conſiſteney betwixt the pre ſervation of all 
theſe,” and the revival of -a covenanted reſfermation in theſe 
and allo that chey, particularly a parliament, thas antichriſtian 
4 in its conſtitution, are proper inſtruments for promoting the ho- 
nour and declarative. glory, of Carigr ; although. che prelaces, 
conſtituent; members therein, are a. generation of men thier 
never yet known to have a vote for CurisT's kingdom and g- 
Teſt. Abd therefore, 44h, This prayer conſiſts of flat gontradics .. 
tion, (1+) In regard the reyival of @ covenanted reformation; apd - 


7 
it 
9. 
' | theflourihing of CynsT's mediatory kingdom, nationally, muſt 
5 he attended with the overthrow of all conſticutivns, civil and e 
15 cleſiaſtio, chat hinder and oppoſe the ſame, Hag. fi, O MY 
| with the , down, bringing of all; che enemies thereof, fh Re 
© I -priy; that th» Lonp would remove all the mountains that tand in Þ 
che way of the revival of our reformation ;- and yet at the fame 
he n for the preſervatĩon und. continuance of a. nſtitätiop, 
under which (as themſelves acknowledge, Deſence of, their Pointe, 7 
page 37  & There is à mighty bar thruſt into the way-of our |} 
« covepanted re formation, both iu church and ſtate ; yea, a grave. 
Kone ig laid, and eftpbliſhed upon the ſame,” (30% It is bsh 
ful and glaring. comradiction-/for. Seceders, to rank an approhatien 
of the Sag hierarchy among; our public national ſins and ſteßs , 
of defection ; (as they do, Pyge 5 zd of their pamphlet, aud jet 
themſelves perſiſt and continue in the ſame fin and guilt, homolo- 
gating and approving, the antichriſtian conſtitution of the Brityſh 

and {rob parliaments, by .us (ke their forefathers; in their 
folſome addreſs to Zames the Papiſt,) for divine illumination ank 
conduct to the prelates in. their civil places and power, as. neceſ . 
ſary members there, as they do in this prayer of theirs. Can fuch _ 
be ſuppoſed to be either truly ſenſible of fin, ot humbled for it, 

who; notwithſtanding all their confeſſions, ſtill continue inthe 

love and practice of it? But with, ſuch. mock acknowledgments, 
(of -whigh. a variety of other inſtances might be given,) have they 
hitherto impoſed on the generation. - Ang ſo, 5th, It is a prayer, 
that in ſeveral parts thereof, has no ſcripture warrant,. no founda- 
tion in the promiſes. of Gon. ,. Particularly, on what. ſcripture. 
wartant,. what promiſe, can Seceders build; their prayers for, or 
expectation. of the Lord's anſwering them, by bleſſing anjeraftian_ _ - 
govetnment to themſelves or others, which being in its conſtitution, 
anten to che word of Go, is ſuch, that under it, (as they grant, 

eee , 1 8 6 Tran" 2 ES 
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FP Joss interceed for. But it would favour too much of blaſphemy, 


ec enn, 29a King, for bis profeſſed ſudſect 
Wh 


8 "IF chars treachery in covenant. This is a'fin that is in ſcripture, and 


2 "A * 


5 © ras and * eraſtian W and got bulwyarl of Pre- 


{7 * 


"a have 461 h) a people eximorewlly be in their 
for be enriched” vir the bleffings of the goſpel ? 5 what 
iipture protmiſe are they warrunted to pray, that Gn may per. 
unte the ſucceſſion to the throne in any one family, and eſpeci. 
ally, - When that ſueceſſion is circumſcribed and limited, in a way 
pppoſite to the laws of Go p, and mediatory kingdom of 'Cumior | ? 
and therefore, a prayer, that cannot be made in faith, and ſo can- 
not be agreeable to Gop in its complex form. No perſon can 
bave faith in the merit and interceſſion of CHurs r, for —.— 
any thing in prayer, but what CR has | priorly merited, and 


to apply fome of the particulars already noticed in this form of 
Et to the merit and interceſſion of our great High Priel. 

ure it oannot be thought, that he makes interceſſion for the proſ. 
JL and ſucesſvof his enemies, in their ſtated oppokition' to his 
kingdom and intereſt in this world; neither can it be confiſtent 
s to 
pray for it What a fearful trifling with Gov, in the duty of 


rayer;* is it to pray, that the Lord may bring down Popery and 
'Prelacy ; and next breath to pray, that the Lonp may continue, 


4thly, akin; the preſbytery teſtify againſt the aſſociate for 


'F Ir even by the common voice of mankind, declared very heinous; to the n« 
8 by what is already diſcoveted anent ſaid party, appean of faith, 
"took tpe-Jultly chargeable upon them, It is notorious; and wha catechifi 
\ themſelves dealt much of, that they profefſedly- maintain the jumble 
"wort and perpetual obli of the covenanits, both the nation covernan! 
Ml Wien 0 Scot land, and the ſolemn league aud chοnnt o conjunQ 
*SeaHond, England and Ireland, entered into fot reformation and and orig 
defence. of feligion, and bringing the churehes* of -Gov. in th contrary 


made by the church, P/al.**liv-17. 18 to contend for the mori 
5 obligation of the covenants, and the work of reformation ſwon 
deo in them? But further, the neceſſity of lifting up 
A ggsinſt Secederr, for their treachery and unfaithfulneſs in the ma 


.  Intelligible: Is it poſſiole ſtrenuouſly to maintain the unlawful 
neſs of a prelatical government abjured in the covenants, and je 


three kingdoms to the neareft conjunction and uniformity in rc 
. according: to the word of Gov. They alſo do in the 
© "molt public manner profeſs, that they are the only true faith 
il withelles for à covenanted reformation. - But the conſiſteuc 
of ſueh a prof ſſion with maintaining principles that are diameti 
_ cally oppoſite to theſe covenants, and the cauſe of truth, ſwon 
to in them, (as has been made evident they do, ) is altogether un 


at the ſame time ſincerely and honeſtly, according to the profeſſiot 


a teſtimon 


er of the covenants will appear by conſidering, that they, afc 
e Yours ene 8 of N the men 248 5 
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nude, iir place of practifing accordingly, have, in reality made 


2 nE And very different bond or covenant, both in form ad ſub- 


france, which they have not only ſworn themſelves, but alſo im · 


poet upon many honeſt people: Aud this as a renewing, nay, as 


the only tight way of renewing faid/ covenants; according to the 


circathaſtances of the times. That this bond entered into by Se- 


belt, (however good it may be, conſidered in an abſtract ſenſe,) 
is not 4 renovation of the national covenants, as they aſſert it to be, 
bur a treacherous and deceitful burying of theſe covenants “, as to 
the ſum and ſubſtance, is abundantly evident, from their induſtrious 
kerping out, and omitting the moſt part of them out of theit new 
andartificial bond. Patticularly, although they pretend to a re- 
novation both of the natienal and folemn league aud covenant, 
yet they have almoſt entirely left out, and paſſed oyet the national 
covenant of Scotland ; and ſatisfying themſelves with ſim ple teſ- 
tifyivg againſt Popery, have omitted all the, particular errors and 


branches thereof expreſly contained in the national coveuant.', As 


to ebe ſolemn league, of which they pretend their bond:is alſo 


of See and the ſolemn league and covenant of the three 


a renovation; there is very little of it to be found therein, as appears 


from 4 compariſon of the one with the other. Thus they bade 


left out that remarkable and neceffary clauſe in the füſt article, 


vin againſt our common enemies.“ And, in place of en- 


deavouring to bring the churches of Gov in the three-kingdoms 


to the neareſt conjunction aud unitormity in religion, .Confeifion 


of faith, Form of church government, Directory for warſhip and 


catechifing, as in faid article, there is an unintelligible clauſe or 
jumdle of words brought in, viz. to promote and. advance our 
coyenanted conjunction and uniformity in religion, juſt as if h 
conjunction and uniformity had a preſent exiſtence (in its He > 
and original tate and form) in the three lands; When, on he 
contrary preſbytery is eſtabliſhed in Scotland, yet not on the eie | 
18 1 A 

of + + 3 


3 N 


ing of the word of Gop and the covenants, and epiſcopac 
elfabliſhed in England and Ireland, in contradiction to the 224 


Gop, aud the covenants.” 2d/y, They have kept out that ne- 


ceflary clauſe in the 2d article, via © without reſpect of perſons, 


n endeavour the extirpation, We. and inſtead thereof, ay,** teſtify 
+ By the Expreſſion here uſed, burying the covenants, it is not meant 


that the Seceſſion Bond is ſinful as to the matter aud ſubſtance of it; nor 
6 any perſon by approving of this part of the teſtimony is required 


rehounce any duty ſworn to in ſaid Bond: But that all ought to be 
Menfible, by careful comparing of this Bond with the Covenants them- 


ſelves, that there is plainly an overlooking, a concealing, and to all * 


pearance, à deſigned hiding of various ſubſtantial articles, and tbe 
Whole of the civil part of theſe ſolemn 8 deeds from the view of 
ke generation, as ſtated in this and the fo 
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ö dab „ hers tn 20; colitis 
In axpteGony but a fubſtanitial diſferehoe. nenn Ne e Al. 
together omitted aud kept out the gül- and Ah 4%, 
ITbey bave kept dut chat material 1 clauſe Lac e 5h 
article, vis.“ That juſtibe mey be done on the; wi oppoſers 
% thetrof, in wanner expreſſed in the preveding artige. geh, 
- They have left out all the.;Grh@tticle, excepting; theſe words; 
We ſhall not give up - ontſclugs to deteſtable neutrality and 
| - + indifferency in the cauſe of Gov; And, Gthiy, They hate 
'Þ |  wholly-bmirred that material paragraph of the conelvhon; of the 
ſolemn league. It is therefore evident, that the model of: the go- 
venants agreed to by : Secetlerz, is different in ſubſtance, a8 well- 36 
- Form. from qur antient covenants; ſo . poder. Peetsase of 
l have made a new bond. 

But, again; that their pretended: Names io real derpiag of 
en en reformation, appears from their overlooking, Ssſt- 
ing dy, vfid keeping out the national covenant, 45 it was rehewed 
in the veur 596, and the ſolemn league and covenant, as tehew- 
2 3 ions, and going back to the years 158 and 81, 

3 they propoſe to follow in carrying on of 'theip co- 
. And what can be the-reaſon of this? Can 
* be, becauſe ;Prelacy,——and the civil places and power of 
e Were, by the explication and application of- thaco- 


8 mey have at n, by this ſtep back, both 

unf 

| planstien of the covenant, as condemning - and abjur i 

1 % pe and a ſo, do overlook, deſpiſe, Ky diſgracefully: bury. the 

dae advancedifieps. of reformation attained to in theſe — 4 

3 . 7 betwix 1638 and 1649, (particularly the church of Coot- 
3 5 

iet rd a-gremer-height of putity than eter was attained in any 

-  FTaregding period of this. church and nation. However, Whatever 

3 —.— wore for. ſo doing, that they have ſo dont; is glearyſcom 

-  themraCt mt Schung, February 3d, 1944s where they conclude 


—_—.. 8 mould no other 
that they do, ſo, and thereby. declare their 8 as Sodom, às if the 
„ 3 of, ir would make an atonement fot it. % V S. Only 
I 55 _ national. covenant,” as it way entered inte ani 1580; 1581, 
without the bond wherein it was renewed antorr63y); and: yg 
folemn league and coyenant, {without the ſolemn acknowted 
« ment of fins, and eng 1 N ow 18480 are: 
„ prefixed übte 1 3 bly unte the de- 
% 4p gn ay the faid” 43a | e d th 
7 2 ample of our teſormets, 27% 1638, Who renewed'che nat 
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2 anne 1638; erpreſsly aud explicitly cot demned, v hile 

were formerly only implicitly, and by wiy- of conſequence-? 
tacitly. condemned 
mers; of giving - themſelves needleſs trouble in their ex- 


Ibitee. 


teſtimony againſt Prelacy), in which time reſormatien 88 


have been obſeryed 
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rene we and Torn, 1399, which they omitted i- r hereig their 
deevit aud unfaithfulnels.is very obvious m thy following ob- 
ſervations 5:1, Hereby they have daſt a moſt injurtotga calumm⁰ ñ 
and reproseh upon our honoured tefarmers,. and im their protend. = 

io te imitate their practice, in renovation of the dn ne, are. 

gu N of a moſt dreadful vnd deceitſul im 2 un the. Kenera - | , 
Nom z for though our. reformers did renew- the company wha 4 
— 2 perhaps ſeldom fware them; withqut ſomt addi- 1 
ions, yet they never went back from any part af reformation, 

efpoulſed and ſworn to in the rendvations that were before them, 

under a prerencey that ſuch/pgints of reformation, formerly-attain-. 

ed; were unſuitable, or not adapted to their eiroumſtandss, ag Sex 

cd Wave done. On the:contraty, bur refarmers, in ab che dif- 
fetem {Fehovations; of the covenams, not only included all hat 

was formerly attained: to, binding themſelves in firif adherence 

alice articles priorly in the oath and covenant of Go, (at 

the fame time ſolemnly acknowledging ailforwer hyeaches thereof; 
indDbligitg: ihemſelves, in-thedtrength ab-graces tür the erfor- 

maneg of the: contrary, and conſequential duties zj hut alte in 

went forward in e 


in .cxplaicing and mare explizitly;applying-the cox — 
rerans - againſt. the fins af their dan and more — 
binding themſelves to the appolite duties; 65 is cheat fro che * 
don w herewith our re farmer rene ved ee a 
the Totem acknomledgtment of- fins, aud engagetent to duties, 
1648; both-which tha Secadprs hart barefacrilly raft hy and ens 
ploded in their alledged/ renovation! of the ogyenantsswhermbyy ; 
is a is mamtelt that ouereformers always want far wurd i ume 
cer degrees of te formation, fo it ig up 1d meuitelt, that forges © 
ſaid party; acting contrary tathem; have gone backwards: Rut; Þ 
24h, Pep have not only T0jetted the rendyation of the-covenants  Þ 
par anceſtors 1638.and 16403 but cen when they prorended © — Þ 
is Hollow the renovation of thechvenant, 138% and U they Þþ 
bars kept ont and perverted almoſt the whole uf the natioma d 
wenants, as was already obſerved; particularly in their new 
band tbey have caſt away the civil part of the*govenants altege⸗- 
tber, For what reaſon they do o, is indeed hard to fay. 9 
they alledge-iv would be a blending of civil and religious mattes 
together —and that it is not proper (or campetent for thens, as ? 
chytetyJudicatory) to meddle in; theſe! matters that-are of: a: civil 
dature- "But ſecing infinite wiſdom has not jüdged at a HHU“;  þ 
bleading-of civil and religious concerns -tpgathery to deliver the , {Þ 
duties both divil and religious in one and the. fame moral law unto - | 
magkind 5 it is difficult to-conpeive; how the peaple of Gop thier — 
binding chert ſebves in a covenant of duties to the conſcientious 8 
portarmance of all the duties Gon required of them in big werd. 
ä or religious, according ta their reſpective ot imme- 
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that this has the remoteſt tendency” to deftroy that, diſtinction 


Which Gop in his revealed will has ſtated betwixt what is imme 


_ - diatelycivit in its nature, and hat is properly retigidns, Tbis, 


tber 


re; is a mere groundleſs pretence and evnſion; andi if it has 


_ ay force at all, as a reaſon, it-ſtrikes-again(t the reformers, who 
_  compilled theſe covenants. They are-the:iproper objects at whom 
_. through the fides'of others it thruſts; formerly, at the framing 


> 4 
. 


of ſundry of their covenants; and afterwards at the renovation of 


their covenant, did it both without the eccleſiaſtical authority, 


oo” 


and alſo. without, and contrary unto; yea, at the hazard of ſuf - 
fering the greateſt ſeverities from the civil authority an that ac- 


count. And yet the eccleſiaſtic judicatories of the church, of Scot- 


* 
— + 


. of theſe covenants, both as to matter and form of them, with- 


* 


. 
: 


1 
* 


to be ſubject to, and ſupport them as ſuch, it is ĩimpoſſible to 


land afterwards found it competent for them, as ſuch, to approve 


out branding and exploding them. as a bending of matters civil 
and religious together, as Seceders: have done. Again, as the co- 
ants requite- no other than a lawful, magiſtrate; and ſeeing 
eveders acknowledge the preſent as lawful, and that it is heir du- 


Ztonceive any reaſon, why they have not honoured the preſent rul- 


- ers. with a place in their new artificial bond; unleſs perhaps this, 


bote people, whom they have allured and led-afide.-by their 


_ that they were aware that would have been ſo glaring a contradic · 


won to theſe covenants they were pretending: to renew, as would 
doubtleſs have ſtartled and driven away from them a good many 


good words, and fair-ſet ſpeeches; and yet it is pretty obvious 


die dere included the preſent rulers iu their bond, and taken 


"them in, in an ahlique and clandeſtine way, by ſwearing ito the 


tele duties contained in the fifth commandment; ſeeing they 


8 | acknowledge them as their civil parents. Again, as their bong is 


ſuppoſed to reduplicate upon the national covenants, and fo to 


bind to every article in them, by native conſequence, they wear 


'to @prelatical government; for ſeeing they have made no excep- 


... _vernment which preſently exiſts; and this, in flat contradiction 
to the covenants, by which ſuch a government is abjured. So 
that their new bond is no leſs oppoſite to the national covenants, 

anch is much more deceitful, than if they had plainly and expli- 


ditiy ſworn allegiance to the preſent government therein; only 
the generality of their ĩmplicit followers do not ſo rtadily obſerte 
ite Upon the whole, how ſtrange is it, that they ſhquld have che 
aſſurance to father their deceitful apoſtacy, and wretched-burying 
of the covenants upon our reformers, ſo injutiouſly to their cha- 
racter, and at the hazard of impoſing a heinous and baſe cheat 
upon the world, while, notwithſtanding all their van pretenſions, 


it in undeniably evident to thoſe who will impartially, and with- 
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2s work of —— . to 3 For though a people 
ho may very lawſully, by a new bond, enlarge "nd v9 to thei for- 
m met obligations, that they brought Fe elves under; yet they can 
ng neter, without involving themſelves in the guilt of perjury, te- 
of lax or cancel ſormer obligations by any future bond. Accordingly, 
ty, out worthy anceſtors, by all the new bonds they annexcd to for- 
af- mer obligations, were ſo far. from attempting to looſe them- 
ſelyes from any covenanted duty, which either they or their fathers 
were priorly. bour? unto, that they thereby ſtili brought them- 
ſelves under ste- 246 0 perform all their former, and even new 
obligations of e to CoD. Bot, as has been diſcovered, ere. 
dert, by their el bond, haye caſt out the very fubftance and 


Pleaſure, to reduce them. to the Gnful --: circumſtances of 
the time: And this, in contradiction to their own -publi: 


ing is it then, that aftet ſuch 8 profeſſion, hes: dare Call out of 
to break theſe obligations, but it is to make a public declaration, 


means it comes to paſs, that by that time that men have pared 


tradictions attending this new bond, that it would have been mach 
more for the honour both of the covenants, and of Seceders them- 
ſelves,. rather never to bave attempted ſuch à work, than to have 


his KWyenanted cauſe. 

. The preſbytery reſtify. againſt foreſaid natty, for cheir 
one deines and partiality in poist of tellimony-bearing to 2 
corgmnented work of reformation; while yet they not only profeſs 
ta bg wimecffes, but the only true and faithful contenders for the 


ſpicit of -the- covenants, by their rumping and bewing them at 

e that theſe covenants ate moral in their natute and 
inding upon theſe nations te the late ſt poſterity. Ho ſurprif- 

their dond the greateſt, parts of deir covenants! This is vot only 


12 cauſe, The * of this at e V* 


that diffecept times and: cireumſtances do free men from their oblj= 
gation to keep their moſt ſolemn vows to the Moſt High; . To this, 
28 ve applicable, may be ſubjoined the words of Mr. Caſe, in a 

ſermon relative to the covenants; . Others have taken it, { Vit. 
* the.corcnant) With their own evaſions, limitations and relerva- 
tions Such a Jeſuitical ſpirit is got in among us, by which | 


4+ off and left out, and put what interpretations they frame to 8 
« themſelves,. there is little left worth the dame of a covenant.“ 
Aug, indeed, ſo many are the ſelf. incauſiſtegeies and groſs. con- 


* 


done it in a way of tearing to pieces out ſolemn national 'yows. + 
Wherefore the pteſbytery cannot but, in teſtifying againſt them for 
their unfaithſulneſs, obteſt all the lovers of truth, to heware of 
Jowigg in this courſe of Anne aud apoſtaſy from D and | 
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£7 from the fcope ax een which ſeems to 
principally I 46558 the oortuptions sk the preſent church 
judicatories, and not equally againſt theſcbfruptions of both church 
- and ſtate, in agrerablefleſs to the faith/ul teſtimonies of the LoR Ds 
people in former times, and in a conſiſtency with the reformation 
that was jointly carried on in both church and ſtate; and ſolemnly 
ſworn and engaged to in the govenants They appear never to have 
fully adopted the fins of th&-ekurch ot Scotland in her. pureſt 
| times, when the profeſſion of te religion was by law made 2 non. 
4% *necelſary qualification of every one, that ihouid be admitted to MW churc 
places of civil truſt and power in the nation. Nor are the faith- teſtin 
ful teſtimonies of the valiant ſufferers and contenders even unto in a 
death, for the precious truths of 'Gop in the late perſecuting pe- ed te 
riod, as ſtated againſt both church and ſtate, fully ſtated and judi- conſti 
cially approved by them; much leſs bave they fully adopted the able t 
teſtimony, as ſtated againſt the revolution conſtitution, both parti; 
civil and eccleſiaſtic, which they did not in their teſtimony con- notab 
demn as finful z but, on the contraty, acknowledged the civil Whe! 
 *Gonftirution lawful, notwithſtanding of their complaining of ſome W as jul 
detets/and omiſſions therein. Of which error in the foundation, W there 

it may. be ſaid, in reſpect of all the mal-adminiſtrations ſince, it MW home 
was the ſpring and origin of the evil. And ſeeing, in and. by the ferent 
-zevolution. conſtitution, the nation was involved in the guilt of a- ¶ſite to 
poſtafy and treachery, in ſubverting and overturning the good their 
And haudable laws for true religion and right liberty, a faint de- ance. 
=, _ *claring againſt ſome omiſſions cannot be accounted: ſufficient ;. el-W - obſer: 
|. ©  *pecially; when what is thus partly «complained of, is at the fame f “ rei; 
mie complexly extolled, as a great-and glorious deliverance to the il He: 
Church and nation: heir teſtimony further appears to be par- “ roy 
5 and unfaithful, conſidering that their ſeceſſion was not from “ led 
the conflirution of the revolution church, but in a partial and li- “ of 
mite way, from a prevailing corrupt party in the judicatories of * to 
that church: Upon which footing it was, that ſome of greateſt “ all 
note among them made their acceſſion, after their firſt ſeceſſion, I , ef 
R _exprefsly declaring fo much; whereby they have injured the true “ ſtit. 
1h ._ Mate of the teſtimony, which the Lok honoured his covenanted MF “ eſta 
13 church of Scotland to bear; which i is ſtared aga uiſt all lukewarm and « age 
Tasddicrun protefſors, as well as open enemies, and againſt all eraſtian i ing 
urturpation, aud ſſectatian invaſion on the cauſe of CHRIST. More- to be 
over, their unfaithfulneſs in point of teſtimony- bearing, convincing-W Loap 

ly appears from their bitter contentions, and a moit endleſs - dil-W ing ar 
putes among themſelves, after their breach. upon the religious quite 
"clauſe of ſome burgeſs oaths, anent the true ſtate of their on tel-W ing, 
timony, whether iſted up againſt the revolution conſtitution of phet 
the church, aud ſettlement of religion. or not. Had neceſſaty i Ta 
and real. faithſulneſs been ſtudied, in ſtating their teſtimony clear: tende 

7, and plainly, againſt all the detection, and apoſtaſy of the day W hohle 

| from 4 corcnanted reformations ore had bern 8 lot are gu 
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more 
r 
Gayle and covenant-of  Gop, in their former reſtimony, 


. 


. * 1 N 2 now, when the one party have 
n avow 12 & A nfaithfulrieſs, i in recedingfrom almoſt 
ing that N Taft appearance of faithfulneſs to the 


and projefledly. adopted, the revolution ſettlement, as theirs, 
1 the conſtitutions, both civil and eccleſi- 
aſtic, as lawtul, in an open-contradigtion to any teſtimony for re- 
formation work: The other W fo wit, Anti-burghers, have 
now indeed prof: ſſedly caſt off. he revolution conſtitution of the 
church, (at the ſame time continuing to make their partial act and 
teſtimony, the baſis of their diſtinguiſhed profeſſion:) But yet, 
in a conſiſtency there sith, and in contradiction to the covenant- 
ed teſtimony of the church of Scotland, they continue to adopt the 


conſtitution of the tate, as being, however defeQive, yet agree - 


able to the precept, and ſo lawful. Hence, they are ſtill wore 


partial in their teſtimony, of which they have given a freſh and 
notable proof, in forementioned warning publiſhed by them: 


Wherein though there are a variety of evils condeſcended upon, 
as juſt grounds of the Loky's controverſy with the nations, yet 
there is not that faithfulneſs uſed therein, in a particular charging 
heme of the ſeveral Gns mentioved, upon every one in their dif- 
ferent, ranks, as, in agreeableneſs to the word of Gop, is requi- 
fite to work a conviction in every one, that they may turn from 
their ſins, and as might correſpond to th- title given thit perform- 
ance. Thus, paſhng other inſtances that might alſe have been 


- obſerved, they juſtiy remark, Page 3 , ** Tne glorious ſove- 


* reignty of our LorD Issue CarsT, as the alone King and 


Head ot his church, is ſadly encroached upon and oppoſed by 3 


i royal ſupremacy, in cauſes eceleſiaſtica..— The king is acknow- 


« ledged, as ſupreme head, or governor on earth, of the churches - 


« of England and Ireland. — Fhe civil ſovereiga i is thus declared 
« to he ha bead or fountain of church power, from whence 
all authority and miniſtrations in theſe churches do ſpring, is 
i« veſted with all powers of government and diſcipline, and con- 
44 ſtituted the ſole judge of controverſies within the ſame.— [he 


* . e church of Scotland have a ſo, by ſome particular man- | 
* agements, ſubjeted and ſubordinate their ęceltſiaſtical meet- 


*©ngs-to the civil But, While they acknowledge this - | 


power 


to be the ſin of the church, and an high provocation agalaſt the 2 


Loap; yet, as to the particular fin of the civil power, wn aſſum- 
ing and. uſurping this eraſtian ſupremacy unto himſelf, they are 
quite filent, Pbey have not the faithfulneſs to ſay, in their-warn- 
ing, to the robber of CHRIST, in this matter, as once the Pro- 

net of the LorD faid to the King of {7ael, in another eaſe, 

beu art the man. On the contrary, (which cannot bus have a 
tendency to ward off any conviction of his (in, that this warning, 
ſhould it come into bis hands, might be expected to work,) they 
ate pc 1 the TE * uſed by court . paraſites, * . 
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bim, „ The beft of Lings; of the mildeſt udmitiiſtration," 86 in 


Page 13th and. acknowledge it, 48 à particular effect of the 
Lo#Þ's goodneſs; that we are privileged with ſuch an one. But 
is he indeed deferving of ſuch à character? better than which, 
could not be giver, to the moſt faithful rulet, devoting all his pow. 
er, as in duty bound, to the ſupport and advancement of the 
kingdom and intereſt of JESU Cukis r, that ever reigned, Does 


he really merit luch an eucomium, who ſacrilegiouſly uſurps and 


vears the crown, that alone can ffouriſh on the head of Zion's 
Kg ? And is this ſuch a bleſhng to the church, that an enemy 


to her Lon p and Head rules over her? Oh! may hot the Lokb 
lay, „ hearkened and heard, but they ſpake not aright 2” ““ 
othly, The preſbytery teſtify againſt ſaid ſeceding party, becauſe 


of. the finſulnefs of their terms of miniſterial and chriſtian com- 
munion, as being partly deſtructive of that liberty wherewirh 
Can bas made bis people free: By which, they have both 
impoſed upon themiclves, and ſhut the door of acceſs unto the 
rivileges of the church, upon all ſuch, as, in a conſiſteney with 
eir adberence to truth and duty, cannot accept of their un- 
warantable reſtrictions. Of this—they gave early diſcoveries, 
a8 appears from the known inſtancs of that notable backſlider, Mr. 
Andrew Clarkſon, whom they obliged, before licence, to make a 


public aud folema/ tenunciation of his former principles, - and 


profeſſion, reſpefting the covenanted reformation ®. As alfo, 


_ their rej<ftivg all acceſſions from his Loadicear brethren, where- 
in was contained an explicit adhererice to the ſame, until they 
Aid drop their former (teſtimony: © This blind zeal in Secedert, 


2 - againſt a teſtimony for truth in its purity, did gradually increaſe 


it appeared, that from a pa 
15 52 8 


uo treated kim as above natrated. 


until ir hucried them on to a more particular and formal ſtating 
- of tbeir terms of communion, hereby all the free and faithful 
Dl che land were total y excluded from their communion, who could 
not approve of, nor [wear the bind, whereby they preteuded to 
renew. the covenants: As in their act at Edinburgh, 1744 


herein they did refolve and determine, “ That the renovation 


Co of the national covenant of Scotland, and the ſolemn league 


« 


3 Mr. Andrew Clarkſon origiually belonged to this .oommni of 
„Old Diſſenters under the -paſtoral inlpection of the Rev. Mr. 5 


ob 
Macmillan; fenior; was educated and lived in communion. with 


them till he was above thirty years . during which time he 


wrote aud publiſhed a book, intitled, Plain Reaſons, &e. ſetting fortb 


the grounds why preſbyterian Difſenters refuſed to hold communion 


with the revolution church and ſtate: But having no proſpect of ob- 
taiuing licence and ordination” among them, in regard they had then 
no ordained miniſter belonging to them but old Mr. Macmillan alone, 

onate deſire after theſe privileges, he left 


his old friends, and ma his application to che Aſſociate preſbytery, 


— 
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% nd covenant of the three nations; in the” manner note a- 
„ greed upon, and propoſed by the preſbytety, ſhall be the terms 


«of miniſterial communion with this pre ſbytery, and likewiſe of 


„ chriſtian communion, in admiſhon vf people to ſealing ordi - 
„ nances; ſecluding therefrom, all oppoſers; contemters and 


4 flighters of the ſaid renovation of our folemn covenams.” By 


this act. Seceders have obliged their adherents to conſent to their 
infamous burial of our national covenant#wirh the Lonp; and re- 

formation therein ſworn to, particularly, as they were renewed, 
both 1638 and 1648. And that they might fucther evidence their 
refoſution to bear down the foreſaid work, they afterwards pro- 


ceeded to ſubjoin umo their farmula of queſtions to be put to can- 
didates hęfore licence; and to probationers before ordination, the 


following queſtion, viz. „Are you ſatisfied with, and do you 
«'propofe to adhere unto; and maintain the principles about the 
« preſent civil government which are declared and maintained 
« in the Aſſociate Prſtytery's anſwers to Mr. - Nairn, with their 
« defence thereunto ſubjoined?“ Whereby, in oppoſition to 
their profeſſed : endeavours for the revival of a covenanred; refor- 

mation in theſe lands, they expreſſy bind down all their: intrants 
into the office of the miniſtry,” to an explicit acknowledgment 
of their anti- government ſcheme of principles anent the aordi- 
nance of magiſtracy; · and thereby, to an acknowledging of the 
lawfulneſs of a government, which themfelves cenſeis has not 
only departed from, and neglected their duty of eſpouſing and 
ſupporting the covenanted principles of this church, but alſo op- 


poſed, contradicted and overthrown the glotious re formation. : +36 
once eſtabliſhed in theſe nations. A government, under Which, 


as they profeſs, the nations cannot be enriched by the bleſſings of 
the goſpel; and that, becauſe it does not, in all the appurtenances 


of its conſtitution and adminiſtration, run in agreeableneſs to the 
word of GoD --B, all which it appears, that altho' they refuſe for- 


mally to ſwear any oaths of allegiance to the-powersin being; yet 
they do materially. and with great ſole mnity, engage themſelves 
to be true and faithful to a government, under which, and while. 
it ſtands, they are certain, if their conceſſion hold true, that they 
ſhall never ſec the nations flouriſh, either in their temporal or 
ſpiritual intereſts. It is oply needſul further to obſerve, that 
Seceders, in the terms of their comunion, by debarting from the 
table of the LorD, all who impugu the lawfulneſs of a prelaticy - 
eraſtian government, (as is notourly known they do,) make ſub- 
jection and loyalty to ſuch an authority, a neceſſary, and, to them, 
a commendatory qualification of wortby receivers of the Lox b's 
ſupper, although none of theſe qualiſications required by 
God in his word. While (as has been already obſerved;) they, 
with the moſt violent paſſion, refuſe to admit the proteſſing and 
pPractiſibg of che true religion, a necrffary qualification of Jawful | 


* 
0 & . 8 


0 


an; (though the Preſbytery are not hereby to be underitood as 
' approving every expreſſion contained in foreſaid paper.) - But 


(196) ) 


_ eivil rulers over a people poſſeſſed of, and profeſſing the thue re. 


ligion, which. is in effect to deny the neceſſity of religion al- 
together as to civil rulers, than which nothing can be more ab- 
ſurd. * i eee 28 1 
| Laftly, Not to multiply more particulars, the preſbytery teſtify 
againſt the ſcandaious abuſe, and finful proſtitution of church dif- 
cipline, and tyranny in government, whereby the forementianed 
- party have remarkablyfignalized themſelves; and hien, in a moſt 
precipitant and arbitrary manner, they have pretended to execute 
apainſt ſuch as have diſcovered the ſmalleſt degree of faithful- 
nefs, in endeavouring to maintain the principles of our retorma- 
tion, in agreeableneſs to the true ſtate ot the coyenanted teſti- 
mony of the church of Scotland : Which has not only, appeared 


in the caſe of Dat id Leſlie, and ſome others, on account of a paper 


of grievances given in to ſaid aſlociates ,, againſt whom they pro- 
ceeded to the ſentence, of excommunication, without uſing theſe 
Formalities and means of conviction required and warranted by 


«he church's Head, even in the caſe of juit offences done by any 


of the profeffed members of his myſtical body; or ſo much as 
allowing that common juſtice to the fentenced party, that-might 
be expected from any judicatory, beating the name of Preſbyteri- 


particularly, they have given notable proof of their fixed refolu- 
tion, to bear down all juſt appearances in tavqurs of Zion's king 
aud cauſe, in the caſe of Mr. Nairn once one of their number, be- 
cauſe of his eſpouſing the'principles of this preſbytery, eſpecial- 
ly, reſpeQting God's ordinance of magiſtracy, againſt whom they 
proceeded to the higheſt cenſures of the church, upon the foot- 


Ing of a pretended libel} in; which libel, they did not ſo much 


as pretend any immorality in practice, or yet error in principle, 


as the ground of their arbitrary procedure, further than his eſ- 


pouling the received principles of this church in ber beſt times, 
and what ſtood in neceſſary connection with ſuch a profeſſion: 
Although, in adorable providence, he. hath fince been left to fall 
into the practice of ſuch immorality as hath juſtly rendered him 
the object of church cenfure by this preſbytery. As alſo, in the 
caſe ot Meſirs. Alexander Hoy and John Cuthbert/on, with 
ſome other elders and private Chriſtians againſt whom they pro- 
ceeded in a moſt unaccountable, antiſcriptural and unprecedented 
manner, and upon no better foundation, than that noticed in the 
cafe above pretended to depoſe and caſt ſuch out of the communi- 
on of their church, as never had been ſubj-cted to their authority 
nor formerly ſtood in any eſtabliſhed connection with them. 

And Farther, beſides theſe inſtances condeſcended upon, they 
habitually aggravate their abuſe of the ordinances of CHRTLS T's 


. 


| Houſe, in pretending to debpr and excommunicate Ginger 


3 
AD + 


ey pro- 
dented 


in the 
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{acrament of FW "OR many of the friends andfollowerrof the 
Laus, only, becauſe they cannot conſcientiouſly, and ina con- 
filtency with their fidelity to their Head and Saviour, acknow- 
ledge the authority of the uſurpers of his crown as lawful. From 
all which, and every other inſtance of their continued proſtituti- 
on of the diſcipline, inſtituted by Carter inchis church, and of 
that authority, which: he, as a SON over bis own houſe, has giv- . 
en unto taithtul goſpel miniſters to the contempt and ſcorn of an 
ungodly generation: The preſbytery cannot but teſtify againſt 
them, as guiliy of exerciſing a tyrannicai'power over the heritage 
of the Lok D; and to whom may too jult'y be applied, the word 
of the Lok p, ſpoken by his prophet, % Ixvi. 5 Your bre- 
« thren that hated you, that caſt you” out fot my name's: ſake, 
« fad, let the Lon b be glorified: But he «ſhall appear to your 
, joy, and they thall be aſha ned Wherefore, and for all the 
ſoteſaid grounds, the preſbytery find and declare, that the pte 
tended ffeciate Preſbytery, now called Synad, whether befote or 
ſince, in their ſeparate capacity, claiming a parity of power, nei- 
ther was, nor are lawful and rightly conſtituted courts of the 
Lorp: jesus Chalsr, according to his word, and to the teſti- 
mony of the true pteſbyte rian covenanted church of CHRIST: in 
Scotland: And theretore they ought not, nay cannot, in a con- 
ſiſtency with bearinga faithful teſtimony: for ihe covenanted truths, 


caufe of our Glorious Redeemer, be countenanced or Jabmisten 
to in their authority by his people. | 


* the preſbytery ind themſelves i in tiny obliged to teſtify 
againſt theſe brethren, who ſometime. ago bad broken off from 
their communion, for their unwarrantable ſeparation, and. conti- 
nued oppoſition to the truth and teſtimony, in the hands of this 
preſbytery, even to the extent of ee . in a judicial capacity, 
to threaten church cenſure againſt the preſbytery, without alledg- 


ing ſo much as avy other reaſon for this ſtrange procedure, than 


their refuſing to approve as truth, ' a point of docttine, that 
ſands condemned by the ſtandards of the reformed church of 
Scatland, founded on the authority of divine revelation. But, as 

the preſbytery have formerly publiſned a vinvication. of 
the truth maintained by them, and of their conduct, teſpecting 
the ſubje& matter of difference with their farmer brethren, 


they refer to ſaid vindication, for a more particular, 3 


ofzrhe errors of their principles and extravagauce of their condu 

in this matter. And particularly, they taſtify againſt the 
more avowed apoſtaſy of ſome of theſe brethren, who are 
not aſhamed to declare their backſlidings in the ſtreets, and 
publiſh them upon the houſe-tops; as eſpecially appeatsy tom 
a ſermon entitled, Bigatry diſclaimed, ——together with the yig- 


dienten of ſaid ſermon; wherein ſuch à logſe aud Tatizydi- - 


natian ſcheme of principles is Vented on the Point of church 


9 
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ſed zeal for maintaining the ſame. » Which agterment was made 


- 


FED 
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boundaries thereof, adopted by this chutah in het moſt adranced 
Purity; and which is alſo inconlifent with the ordination rows, 
whereby the author was ſolemuly engaged This, with aber &l dif- 


ferences, beſt known to themſelves, occaſioned a tupture in that 


Sve preſhytery, which” for ſome years ſubfiſted: But this 
reach being ſome conſiderable time ago again cemented, they 


conſtituted themſelves in their former capacity, upon terms (as 
appears from a prized account of their agreement and couſtitu · 


tion, which they have never yet diſclaimed as umjuſt,) not _ 


honourable, nor conſiſtent with their former principles and profeſ- 


up, without any evidence of the above author's retracting his lax 
principles, contained in the ſoreſaid ſermon. Whatever was the 


_ _ cadſep whether from the influence of others, (as was ſaid hy the 


publiſher. of their cement} or from a conſciouſneſs of drop- 
x part of formerly received principles, is not certain; but one 

theſe brethren for a time, gave up with further practical. com- 

nion with the other, namely, Mr. Hugh. Innes, late of the Cal- 


| 5 ron, Gage While yet it was obſerved, that both ufed a freedom, 
5 not fotmerſy common to them, anent the preſent authority in their 


pode me diste addreſſes ta the objeck of worſfiip; whichz lo- 
T0 their apparent refiling from part of their former teſ- 

Ws grove wi  0ceaioned-Rambling to ſome of their people, and termi- 
nmated ia ide te patation of others. Foreſaid latitudinarianĩſm and 

RW fon away-is alſo ſadly verified, in the conduct of another 
_—_— member df their pretended preſbytery, who bas proſeſ- 
_— 7 1 eſertecʒ all teſtimony» bearing for the nn principles 
= þ ny 9 poven KAT "T0 

; Act taſt, aftertheirteclared interviews for thatp hike brn- 
4 have patched vp a mank agreement, which they have-publiſh- 
vd, in a paper entitled, Ahractef the covenanted principlesef thechurch 
of Scotland, &. with a prefixed advertiſement in ſome copic, al- 
Ferfing*the removal ef their differences, which aroſe from a 4 
mon on P/al. exxii. g. publiſhed at Glaſgow,——by a di 
Nou of what is implied in ſome expreflions hereof, via. "That 
all the members of CHRST's myRtical body map, and ought to 
* anite in vifible church communion.” 
» Hlete is, indeed, à ſmooth cloſing of the wound hat ſhould 
bae been more thoroughly ſearched, that, © by prabing into tne 
pradtical application-of ſaid ſermon, the cortupt matter of com- 
Ss with the revolution church inthe goſpel and ſealing ordi- 


ö N nances thereof, might have been found out; but not one word of 
as ig all chat abſtract, which contains their grounds of union, 


| , nd terns of communion. | Notbing of the een recant- 
2 * "Ie * ce, wer + prodtionrand ce ere 
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ing his for iner ificonfiſtent litieudinerien ptacticet of hearing and 


al IN thereby practicaliy encouraging iat vagrant Epiſcopalian Whites _ 
d ald: bis communicating,” which natively imphes union with, the 
% Krcvdlurion church, in oneof* the feals of the covenaric,; nor big. 
f- W public praying for an eraſtian gayernment,. in g way, and for a 
at ¶ reaſon, that'muft needs be underſtood as an homolagation of N 
13 authority. On- which accounts, the preſbytet ceſtity again ſaid = 
es union, as being ipconſiſtent wich faithfulneſs in the ,cauſe of _ 
as MCnkrisT, and againſt ſaid abſttact as however containing a varice 
u. Not particulars very. juſt and goad, jet beating no poßtire ad- 
ry nckence to, not particular . mention of feitbful weeltlings. and 
ei- teſliwonies of the martyrs and witneſſes for Scitland's.covenanted = 
de ¶ cauſe. As alfo, they teſtify againſt the notoriaus dibugenuiry ok 
2x their. probationer, who, aſter a proſeſſed uiſſatisfactiou onfurdry | 
de ¶ occaſions with the declining ſtep, of faid brethren, particularly, 
be IU with the declaimer againſt bigotry, hath oyertooked more weighty 
P- matters, and embraced a probability of enjoying thz lovg graſp» . 
we ed forprivilege of ordination, though it-thould” be obtained ar a 
m- greater Expence, chan that of diſappointing the expeCtatian of a few 
al- | diffarisficd*perfons, t who. depended upon his honelty, after ed on 
mM, I had Broke up ommunion with thoſe be continues fink. te, profes . 
2 his fupjection unto.” N | | 4 . ein 7 
o- Kad further, the preſbytery teſtify againſt the adherents of a- 
teſ⸗ ſaid brethren, in ſtrengthening their bands in their courſe of ſe- 


m1 n 9 b ö L * . , ww» A ©” » g = 
paration from the preſbytery, rejecting bath their judicial and. 
and BN minttrerial authority, and. the ordinances of the goſpel/ diſpenſed 

by them. And more eſpecially, the preſpytery condemm te gu 

ples ſaid left hand extremes, and other defections of foreſaid breth ls. 

have therefore broke off from their communion ; yet. | 


ih- Wl courts of Carer, andordinances inſtituted by him in his church, 


urch WY have turned" back again to their own right hand extremes of et- 


rot, Whith once they profeſſediy gave up with when they offered 
et- their voluntary acceſſion to the preſbytery; hut now perſiſt in an 
oba. obſtinstely iwpugning chr validiey of abeic miniſterial, 1 1 
That BN ad proteſtati ve m iſſion, undervalue the pute ordinances. of the gol, 
bt to I pel Hiſpenſed by them, and lives as if there were no church of 
| CARIST in che land, where they might receive the ſeals of the 
ould covenant, either to themſelves or their children; aud therefore, in 
the ll (he righteous judgement. of Gon, baye been left to adopt ſuch a 


com. dangerous gh&erroneovs ſyſtem of principles, as is à diſgrate to 
rd of | "IF 7. x * r 1 _ 2 # 
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duct of fuch of them, as, profeſſedly diflarighed with the above - 7 ? A 


returning to cheir duty in 2 way of ſubjecting themſelves hs 


cant - Theſe people referred to above, very unjuſtly. defigu theft | 7 
Nach % adbereto the teſtimony for the kingly prerogatives of Jeſus Chris © 
peery- il They did at beſt, before their agracment with the" preſlytery, aa, 
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_ Hand righteons Juſtice, left to receive, and ſubmit to the pretended au. 
Principles and Defigne. In this they cunningly evade the acknowledge. 


250 them, the perſon of CEunisr. A perſon neither truly Gob, nor truly 
- Sang but a fort of being different from both. The abſurdity and 


--- . roully worſhip: another *GOD than the ſcripture . reveals, and blaſphe- 


ee, from ile above principles and praftices'the-#eader may 


"ould therefore yet beſeech them by the mercies of Gov; * to repent 
"" "XY + thoughts of cir heart: 


9 
9 


3 BY " «> 7446 V» : . 3 

: WA 1 

ver ſince their clopetwent, do | han to appcar-ftr; what they cel 
5 72 Adive Teſtimany,” conform to he rude draught of a paper commonly 28 

| known by the name of the Qt Paper or Covenant. (ſee Cloud 

of Witneſſes, Appendix, page 270. After their Afivity bad carried 
khem the length of avouching the moſt incoonfiſtent- amtipredeſtinarian 
Arminian ſchemę of univerſal redemption, and not only to a total ſe- 

patation from the preſbytery, and rejection of their judicial authority, 
but even to an open denial of the poteſtative miſſion of the miniſterz 
therein, and of all others; the moſt part of them were, in God's ho- 


n * 


thority and miniſtrations of William Dunne, a deceiver, deſtitute of 
miſſion and authority, whom they were afterwards obliged to abandon. 
In 1771, they publiſhed a pamphlet entitled, A /b5rt Abfira# of their 
ment of our Confeſſian of Faith and Catechiſms,—dedlitie to own che 
AJoctripe of the holy Trinity in anicy,—and -do/profeſſedly adopt and 
. vow the hypothefis of the famous modern'Sociman Dr Faylor of Nor. 
wich anent the perſon of Cas. According to which he is no more 


than“! A glorious Being, truly created by Gop before the world.” 


7 


his pre-exiſteut creature they call a ſuperungelic ſpirit z the which pi. 
Tt coming in time to be united to a-bumanhbody, makes; according to 


% 


blaſphemy of this hypotheſis needs no elucidation. - Thus they adola- 


_ moullydubltitute and truſt in another Saviour than the goſpel offers unto 
ers In the ame pamphlet they declare, and publiſh their reſolu- 
Wong take ſotne pf their number under formal trials, whom, upon be- 

_ - Angapproved; they might appoint and ſend forth to preach the goſpel 
and aa nig zee the ordinances of it. And-all Whieh they have ac 
STR ne, to the great diſhonour of Gov, reproach al "teligion, 


* Ithe profeſſion of. it. 


2 Jann, conelude h un worthily theſe Chriſtians, (if they may he called 
duch] profeſs to Rand up for the royal prerogatives of Shriſt Wat an 
Drogen and prefumptuous invaſion upon, and uſurpation of the pov- 
ers and prerogatives of this glorious King, for any mortal toaſſime,— 
*# To appoint and call men“ - not to the work (which yet is all that 
the church of Enis r according te the will of Gop, and eher privileges 
Fom Cyrisr ber head ever claimed) but to the very a office 
of the holy miniſtry , and to ialal them in it.“ "Be ides, chat their 
doctrine as to Cukisr's perſon, which denies his divine nature and ſon- 
hip ſaps the very foundations of hat, and all his other offices. We 
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53 them of all this their wickedneſs, and to ray Gop, a Perhaps the 
— | MS ”» 8. * \ : Ns 7 F : 

may be forgiven thy e 
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. preſbtery, ar to dactrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government iu 
 agreeableneſs to the ward of GoD, our Confeſſion of Faith and 


. = * Catethiſmis, and whole covenanted teftimony of the cores 9 TONS 


land. — 73 contrary doc ines tandem. 


« 
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N ro what bas been more genbratly laid 900 in hy pre- 
Y coding pages, with reſpect to the priveiples and pract ce of 


this church aud nation, both in former and preſent times; the 


preſbyrery proceed to ſubjoin à poſitive and explicit declatatioꝶ 


their principies anent the truths of our holy religion, whether by. bs 


the pen-cality agreed unto, or by ſome controvefted. And, 

, The preſbytery did, and hereby do acknowledge and de- 
klare, that there is one infinite, eternal, felf-exiſterit; zud inge 
pendent Being and that this only true and living Gop, abſo- 


lutely all uffictent, having all being, pei ſectiou, gloty aud blefſees 


nes, in and of bimſcif, ſubfiſts in 2 diſtinct, divine perfons, 
the Father, Son, and Ho e- (in one aud the fam@uadivics 
edieffence and godhead,) WM equu — the ſame in ſubſtanee, bon | 
er and glory, although'diftinguiſhed by their pet ſonal pre 3 
according to Deut e 4. i e Ii. 6 1 Tir.) % HFS OB 
24, 28 * 7 Matth:' xxeiii 19. Confeſſion of Faith,” Ch „ 
Þ Larger Cateebifim roof. . 8, 9 157 Th  Shorfer 3 2 


queſt. 44 5. 6. 
Again, they confeſs ind deelate; thataliis* thelight of: n 


infuſfcient to teach us the ſaving knowledge of the tividble 8 


ing and; his will; and therefore 12 his infinite condeſcention © - _ 


hath given us a moſt perfect revelation of himſelf and of His Win 
in th ſeriptures of truth, contained in the facred books of the Old 
and New , eftaments ; which ſcriptures the preſbytery aſſert tobe 
of divine authority, and not to be believed rhe received becauſe 
of any other teſtimony, than that of Gop their author, Who is 
truth iclelft The which word of Gop is the alone perfect and 
corn rule, both of faith aud practice, containing a” fall and 
ample revelation of the whole counſel of Gob, both reſpefting 
his ou glory, and the ſalvation of men; by which. all ſpirits are 
ta be:tried, and to which all dockrines and controverſies in teligi · 
on are to be brought, 2s to the ſupreme judge, in whoſe ſente het 


alone were to acquieſce ; according to. Rom. i. 19, 20. 1 Cor. m. 


13, 14. Heb \3Þ 2 Tim. Ni. 16. 2 Pet. i. 1 
Mn i. 859% Epb. ii 20. and our ſtandards, 
gueſt. 27 3 4,5 Short. Cat. 


21. 9 Tim 1 ini. N. 


queſt. 27 3 | - 4p ; 2 
* they aſſert and maintain, hit Jenovan,' 


OT cava, and for bis on glory, barks de 


* 


onfefſ. chaps 1. "Gag . 36M 


. * * 
* * 
%.4 pa 


„ T3 
1 % 


| {minanent sch of his wilffrom/ereihichl r poßed and -decticed- all 
een in time; and particularly, that U his abſolute ſovereignty = 
bd bath unchangeably detetmined the final ſtate of all intelligent 
deings, viſible and invifible, hat God of his mete good pleaſure, 
Ay ing from all other, cauſes whatever, for the praite of his 
| . grace to be manifeſted-in time, hath ffom all eternity pre - 
de flinated a certain definite number of mankind. ſianers, in 
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_ 394 $. 1. Larg Cat. 
{87 8 They again aſter t. an 

rents of mankind, being ſeduced by the 
geſſed the covenant of innocency, in eati 


dec ehe loſl-the-originaÞ reQirude 


_ *Iegally and ipirirnally.dead/c; And therefore, they being the natural 


#1 * 
Wes: 1 wx g 
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tost of all mankind; and the covenant being made with Adam, 
not as a private, but a public perſon, all his deſcendants by ordi- 
nary generation, ate born under the guilt of that firſt fin, deſti- 
tute of. originabrighteouſaels, and haviug their natures wholly de- 
praved and cortupted; ſo that they ate by nature children of wrath, 
fubjecked to all the penal evils contained in the curſe of a broken 
law, both in this life, and in that which is to come, Gen. iii. 6, 


13. Keel. vii 29. Rom. v. from 12 to 20. Nom. iii from 1 to 'v 


1 Eph ii. 3 Cone. chap. 6. Larg Cat. queſt. 21, 22. Sh. Gut. 
gueſs.” 3 to 20, POLLY 2 LE ANIL Sort 
In like manner wi aſſert and declare, that all mankind by 
their original apoſtaſy from Goo, are not only become alto“ 
gether filthy and abominable in the eyes of Gop's holintſs 5 but 
alſo;-are hereby utterly indifpoſed, diſabled, and entifely oppalite' 
, to all goed, the underſtanding become darkneſs; and the Will 
enmity, and rebeliion itſelf againſt Cop; ſo that man; by his. | 
fall having loft all ability of will ro. what is ſpiritually good, cans... 


not in bis natural ſtate, and by his own ſtrength; convert H ð | 


being dead in tteſpaſſes and fins), not can he in leſs o mare = bo . 1 


. contribute. to his own ſalvation, or in the leaſt prepare imfelk 
tmhereunto; neither is there any natural, neceſſary or moral con⸗- 
nerion betwixt the moſt diligent and ſerious ue of che means, 
and obtaining falvation | 
tain, that as a' Gop of eas promiſed; the .convegting ins 
'« hiences of his Spirit to be ſhowered. down” upon dend foule, in 
te uſe of means of his own appointment"; they arg'thereforevee: | - 


Nam . 6. Jobn vi 44 65 Tit iii. 3, 4, % Jab xiv. 4 G 
"I „ . 4 OO OI 
Likewiſe they aſſert and declare, that IE gy ovany inthe perſon © |_ 
of the Father, having purpoſed to ſave a certain number of the 
- ruined family of Adam did from all eternity enter into:a covenant / BE 
tranſaction with Iss Curls bis eternal and only begotten _ 


7 \ 


Sen. bo contracted, as the ſecopd adam, in the name of alt his 3M 


ſpiritual ſeed.” In which covenant, the Father promiſingts confer 


eterhal lifeupon a ſelect number given unto'Caurrsr, upon con- if 


dition of bis fulfitling all righteouſneſs for them; the Lord 4 
Jesvs-CunisT did again ſtipulate and engage, as the condition 


he-woutdtherein, and in the elect's name fulfil, not only the pre- 
ceptivepart ot the law, but alſo bear the whole puniſiiment contain - 


A lor them, migbt not be of debt, but of grace, was ute neus 
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+ be attended to with the utmoſt care and diligence, as appears rf e * 


of the cavenant by hien to be fulfilled, that in the fulneſs of time _— v 
allyming the buman nature into a perſonal union with the divine, = $f 


ein abe theeatning thereof The, which covenatity-ebat it might 
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G oddnancet 8 8 del 
Ae dice, bun pon his paying-z full pricey adlequatets chte malt .de 
_ eattenfive demands of law' and juſtice; according to hal lxxxIX. 
2, 3, 28, 34, 35 Tit i. 2. Ju, Wn. to, 11. Marth v. 17. 
n Larg.. pep oye ee, Cat. queſt. 20. 
In like manner they profeſs, aſſert, and declare, that the Lon: 

; 15850 Enmstsr, the ſecond perſon in the glorious and adorable 
Tris, being by the Father's appointment conftituted mediator 
ard ſurety of the new covenant, did, in the fulneſs'of time aſſume 
__ - thehuman nature, conſiſting of a true body and reaſonable foul,” 
© kita perſonal union with his divine ; which: two natures, in the 
dune perion-of our IMMANUEL, God-man, remain diſt inct, with 
aut genverſion, compoſition, or confuſion. And being every wax 
completely qualified and furaiſhed n mediatory of 
fees of prophet, prieſt aud king, was called to t exerciſe thereof,” 
by:Gov'the Father, who put all power and judgment into his hands 
and gave bim commandment tot execute the fame, Prov. ii 23. 
2 R. 14. 1 Tim. ik f Jbl vi. 27. and v 28 Conifeſſ chap. . 


* . 8 21, 225 SZs? 15 Gat: queſt. * 


5 * chey atknovhedge and declare, hat — Kennt 11 
X ennie our REDEEMER, the only begotten Sox of Gop, by e- 
.. ternal andimeffable-generation, is moſt properly a divine perſon, 
tturus and very Gon, one in eſſence, equal and the fame in power, 
. | Regs 3 and all divine perſections with the FAT π, and 
Hot Groot. Aud that therefore it is moſt blafphemous: to 
+ alien: that the terms neceſſary exiftence, and ſupreme deity, and the 
or the en erung Gon, do not belong to the Son equally with - 
3 Father, as the fame in ſubſtance, being expreſly contrary to 
* ee tert of ſacreg wry which aſſert the oppoſite truth; Fabni. "= 
4 Phy. ii. 6 Fobn iii. 2. 1 John v. 20, and to our ſtandardsy 
We. -chap! 8: 412g Larg Cat queſt. 36. 85. Caf ,t Ge. 
+ They Jikewife furtber Ze affert and declare, that the 
Long, IJxsus CxrrsT, the eternal Son of God, and only Medi- 
mir between God and man, being from evertaſting the 
Ws NE ans having afl fulneſs, power andauxbo- 
tei lodged in him for the execution of his medistory truſt, hath; 
©. evet hie the fall of mankind, as the great and good ſhepherd 
$7 of if act, undertaken the care, goverutnent, protection and inſtruc- 
1 of. the church of Gop, in agreeableneſs/to:theabove ſaid 
traſt: The which he did all along under the Old Peſtament, 
„dead Kill continues faithfully to diſcharge in all the parts thereof ; 
ſio that whatever revelation Cop made unto his church fince-the | 
fall, was by Jtsvs Chxrsrr as the-great prophet aud preacher 
1 of rigbteduſngſs: Particularly, it was he that firſt appeared 
- , _ unkolapſed and as tbe great revesler af the council of 
n ä of OE PIN % Adam, 
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his church in the knowlege of the divine will, was ſignißed and 


| of his, Father, And N after the cannon of ſcripture is com- 
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ant deen e I me be, bet pleaſing bimielf inajpe.fotg-- 
* of his future incarnation, and as a prelude there th, c - ¼ 
ſcended at different times to appear in a human form, and 
Tr unto the fathers. By him as the meſfenger of the,coves 
nant, were the lively oracles delivered to the Iſraclitiſh churcly; - 
and by bis Spirit in the prophets, ſucceſſively raifed up to inſtruct 
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foxętold the grace that ſhould come; until the filnalh of time, ap- 
pointed in the council of Heaven, hen it was promiſed he e 
come; and by his perſbnal; preſence fill his hobſe wich glory 

Then did Gop in theſe; laſt days ſpeak unto men by his Gn, 
| x == bath appointed heir of all things; who, . not-anlyaby + 
himſelf, but alſo, after his aſcenſion, by his-evangeliſts and apofiles+.. 
N with the Spirit bath made known all things that he-Heard © 


pleatedy and no new revelation to he expected to the end of time, he 
continues by his word and Spirit to inſtratt ſinners in the. knaw- 
ledge of all things ety for their ſanctification and ſaldatlan; 
according to Ac. X. 38 and i iii, 22. Lule i IV, 19, 21. Jaba 1. 1$- 
1. Pet i. 10, 11, 12»; b. la 1% 2. Eph. av: Od 15 1 
16R@p. 8 1, Larg. Cg. 43. Sb. Cat. que . e's FO 
In like manner they profeſs and declare, 1 ny RD Fe 
Cm, being called + him that fald unto him . Then art . 
gon, this day have · I begotten thee,” unto the hovourablecffice- 
of Hiek-eRits r over the houſe of Gop, and confirmed rherein- | 
"by all the ſolemnities of the oath of (zoD';-4id-moſt wil 
undertake this work; ſaying, Lo, I come io do #by will, OH, An 
that he might finiſh and fulfil. the ſame, in agreeableneſy' to „„ 1 
.Eerpal engagements to the Father, the Old Teſtament types aud 4 4X 
ſacrisices, promiſes; and. prophecies, wherein, he was tore-fighgd 1 
und revealed to be the ſeed af the woman that ſhould bruiſe the ex ẽ 
pent's head, he didhin: the fulnefs oftime bumble himſelf to be made 
olf 2 woman, made under the law, in the form of a bond ſervant to ö 
IJsuovau: In which character he not only fulfilled the prbecpiſve 
part of the law; but alſo, with the moſt unparalelled meckneſs, pai - | 1 
ence andreſignation, be ſubmitted to the moſtgrie vous and dreadful | 3 
N 


fufferimgs, both in body and ſoul, even all that divine wrath, indig- e 
nation and puniſhments wrapt up in the terrible curſe of abraken 
covenant of works. By whichobedience of his unto death, thro" th- 
eternal Spirit offering himfelt without ſpotunto Goh, a proper, xcal. 
and expiatory ſacriſice for ſin, he hath fully ſatisfied divine jiiſticc, 
made reconciliation for the iniquities of his people, and pee” 
edd an eternal inherĩtance for them in the kingdom of glory, Rhe 
ſemis. benefits. of which redemption, bythe Spirit's efectual aps ".. 
tion thereof, he does, by his interceſſion at the Father! 8. e a 
nd, as an ariſen lieing, and now glorified Saviour,  conflantly = 
ng * cane any: 1 2 whoorkthe 2 
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im. kühe, mY 1 
* the ſtanding of the world, as © 3 to diſpla 
mae of dieine grace; yetthepreaching of he's 0s 
 —__comantiidfingersantlallthe een 
—_— by them, (do#ll veſult, as native, necefaty, a ee 
Uences, em the interpoſition of Cats in behalf ofthis 
1 and have their ultimate foundation ih the infinite 
Ane, Haltiof"and perfection of the bloed and Tacrifite'of 
ieee, GobnaN: Vet they affirm, that as à certain elett 
2 Jele@ number word as unto Cart to be redeenied 
in among men; ſo, Hor their ſakes alone, he engaged His heurt 
0 ppyroach unto Gon. For their ſakes he ſinQified” binfelt3/in 
eit vame, i. e. in their ay room and ſtead, and for their g | 
* La thevſarery' of the better coyenant, he beeame obedient” unto. 
1 "death; and endured the hole of that puniſhment threatened by the 
mend incurred by the tran n of it; He fabjeQted Him- 
elt e that" very cötſe, bore that wrath, and died that "death, 
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= 7:thern{vlves ſlioptd”bave undergone. And hereby, by 
5· 0 dying, he mode a proper, © teal, full and enpfstory 
1 the] Hfticepf Gon for their ins. Whereſöte itt ig 


- ; Impoſſioles-byt that to all thoſe; for- wham Ciuror) hath purchaſed 
_ this compltat tion, and for whoſe Gag be (hath given this 
- Walt fariafattion, accepted of Gop, he will certainly and. efe@uual- 
- > EIT communicate the - ſame in tlie ſaving boneſits thete- 
e feving "chat it 16 his will, who? hath mefired it, that all thoſe 
ene are the Father's choice by election, and his-purchaſe! * 
Ko 2 ebe e with bim where b is, that: they muy 
en unde, as he'is thus willing, he is Ao able to — 
mee rotheurtermoſitharcome to God by him. 80 that all for 
= en Carter died, alt that are redeemed by bis blood, ate, in 

88 8 propre vffectually called, juſtiſied, ſanctiſied aud glo- 

3 2 ee xl. 7, 8. Hi. 5 $0.4 N $, 
n. 4. 85 K. 14. 28. Dan. ix. 4. - om IEXv. 3. . 
1 3, . 8:7 John vi. 37, 39. chap x. 15," 16. Epb. I. 7 Rom. viii. 34 
| "ter: 0% 30. dn Kvi. throughout. Fob# xi. 52. * yp 
3 "i Fa (5,8: Larg/Cor. usf. 44. S. Cal. queſt 25. 
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or teligio 


They Alſo b aſſert aud deciare, that the 18 0 and. relig 
ene is; by the appointment of Gop the Father, ſet as king 0 2 


"upon! [his holy bill of Zion denn; e 2s his ipecialkingdom, 


is inyeſted wich -an-abſolute power „es the" ſole I leſs felici 
A Head thereof, to appoint. offices, mer” ence ordi- They. 


mines And tbat cura e vittue of his ſolemn inveſti - Ip ' 


dure, the fame Lorp'Jious CMT has, in all ages, called out of agen 
an 


the world, and maintained therein, a _ unto: 2 
' the viibly governs by a complet ſyſtem of laws, officert and-cen- 
i in bis word, and bas not left the affairs; of his 
_ "ab * Which" . 800 We * 


FEY 


— and lies by the: 3 
vention of men. Alſo that, as King in Zion, he one 
ag:icrefiltibly, in a day of cicacious grace, ſubdues the peryer! 
hearts and wills of ſiuners unto. his obedience, perſuading and en- 
abling: a many as Were appointed to obtain. ſalvation thro”. bim, 
to believe ãn his name, in order thereunto.; All whom, be either” 
tom, or ſupports undet the varioug temptations, trials,. 
and afflictions they are, liable to in this mortal life; till at laſt, 
compleating a work of grace in-their.ſouls,. he ad vances them to. 
a fate of perfection and. glory. Further, the pre ſbytery declere 
and maintain, thet in ſubleryiency to this his ſpecial 'mediatory * W 
kingdom, the Lonp Jxsus CHRIsT has a ſapteme and ſovereign, < 023 1 
pagerigiren unto him, in heaven and on.carth,.and over the - ! 
dene powers of darkneſs; angels, authorities and Dees 
berg put in ſubjection to him: I hat he, has the management 
of al} the.wheels.- of providence put into his hand; whereby he 
reſicaing, difappoints, and at laſt totally deſtroys ail the enemies 1 5 
bis intereſt and. glory; and by , which be orders and over-rules,. 
he events that fall out in time, for the acm linment of the _ 
great and g s.ends of his ncaraatien, anche tafting ; yood of . 
thoſe that oye. him. ; VR to Pal. i 6, 8925 * #3 . Its 5 
aii 22. Matth. xxi. 5. Ja. Iv, 4, 5+ e x. 9, Heb: its... --.- WM 
6. Hel ox. 1, 2+ Math, xxyiii. 18 Jahn vii LY 1 Pet, 1..22. "PRI. "=: 
is 9, — Confe. chap. 81 J 3 r for ar 6 45. 8h, . * 
again. declare and afſert, that. as the, light- of nature. * 
elt inſufficient to ene 2. juft diſcoyery,. either 'of, the 
levous malady of ſin, or of th Fee provided for ſinners — _ 
dir However diligent pos e jo frame .. their lives  _ 
W+ according to the dictates. of e can poſſibly attain to ö 
falyation, While they remain without any objeclive revelation of 
Jasus Cunts r, as the great propitiation and prage- maker, w 9 
bath aboliſhed death, and brought life and immortality to lights ty 
by the goſpel. And further, that there ig no other name, decttine 
or teligion, whereby any can be ſavedÞut in the name, doQrine 
and religion of the Log 0 Jesus. Carsr, of which be is the 
1 2 author and inſtitutor z in the. * ofeſſion and faith whereof 
ads-his.pcoplc through this world, into the pelſciben'! of end- 
le less felicity and glory in the world to come. 
They further declare, that as Gop the Father, out of his TY 
love, has, on the footing of the infinite ſufficiency, of the 
death and ſacrifice of CnRisr, made a free and generous gift 
and grant of him, as an all- ſufficient Say loux, unto ſinners of 
n- || Waakiad loſt, as ſuch, in the word: So the miniſters and ambaſ- 
is I fadors — D 2 oy SR authoriſed 22 
| oe 2) ate, to publiſh this goſpel, theſe glad 
4 - bt * wh pln they way be call 
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of En in tnt prordente of Gov, and to mae n fully free and 


though CHrisT, in whom he proclaims himfeif weilkpleaſed ; 


Cuts, as held forth in the offer of the goſpel, and finners 


propriate him, as the Lok b their righteouſneſs. Aud the 


9 
edce, or che Compleat. mediatory righteouſneſs of the Log» 


gift of Gov, is the alone inſtrumental cauſe of the finner's-juſtifi- 
mand by whichthe ſoul is iutereſted in CnnrsT, and in the whole 
- bf his righteouſneſs and ſalvation: The which righteouſneſs, te- 
_ = gcaved and reffed on by faith, is the only foundation of a finners 
ile to eternal Hfe and glory; as appears evident from Nom. iii. 
te 29. Rom. x. 17. to 20 Fer: xxiti 6. Gat. ii 16. Ads x 43. 


2 Thap, 11. and 14. Larg. Cat. queſt 79, 73. Sh. Cat gut 


- - hey could not be Juffiffed by the law of M, are by Je8us 


ea. However, notwithſtanditg of this freedom they are (till 


The hand uf their” glotious Mediator, and new coveriant head, 
9 Ateckigg them how they are to Walk; ſo as to please Gop; the 


o 


3 4 


and of faith in the Loxp Jes v5, for life and falyation4'as is clear, 


* 1 $3 Cur isr, is dhe only meritorious cauſe of a ſinner's juſtiica· 


"Both az commanding and condemning; ſo as that thereby they 


et) w a * 
. ; 4 
/ 


5 7 a WY. . | "4 4 <a V 
: — y * 4 © * 1 the 
| —— ” 7 % 1 j 
, La. 2 * * * * 
— FR | 
1 \ a. wy 
, *. * 
_ 
_ - - 
- - „ 
3 
2 * * a « * . 
" | | 
. N 2 = 
P 
f : 3 FP % Ty 3 
1 = 
M4 „* 


hie us offer of CHRIST, and of his whole talvation wo 'finners, 
without diſtinction, afſaring them of God mercy and grace, 


of Ca xrtst's onmipotent power and ability to fave to the utter 
malt all, that come unto Gob by bim; und that there bre no 
itnpediments, bars, or hinderances, from: without, betwint June: 


loft, why they, even every one of them, may not receive and. ap · 
aid free nd generous gilt of CRISsT, and him crucified, by 
Gop the Father, as a full and all- ſufficient Savzour unto.loſ. 
and ruined ſinnets, together with the command of Chr, go, 
and preach the goſpel to every creature, the preſbytery view, 
as the great and prime foundation, both of the miniſterial offer, 


am Rom. X. 14 1 Cor, i 21. to 25. % ly. 1. Mark wi 45. 


- 


Lain, they profeſs and declare, that the active and paſſive.obe. 


= 


» 


ot pardort of fin, and acceptance of bis perfon and-ſervices with 
& holy Gab: Aud that true and ſaving faith, which is alſo the 


* 


ation in bis fi 


or that evangelical condition, ot internal mean, 


i 4As viii g RM x 9 Mart v. 36 Eph ii. 8. Gonfeſ. 


They likewiſe profels and maintain, that believers by the right- 
eoufncl; of Cantet being juſtified from all things, from which 


THrIST perfectly delivered from the law, as a-covenant of works, 


re neither juſtified nor condemned, it being dead to them, and 
They to it, by the body of 'CuRrrsT, to whom. they are martis 


fervants unto Cop; ſtill under zbe moral law, as a rule of life io 


*abligation whereof, as fuch, remains perpetual nn#&indiffible ; 
and" that this privilege is -peculiar to believers only, ai Aber 
Fein Till under the old covenant öbhgation, bath as to the debt 
af obedience and puniſhment ;agcording to Re. vi. 14. 11d vil 
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( i 1 þ 1 | 
16 . ih. 2 And il. 18. Ran, Viil. 1. Gal, ini. 10 
e Car que, 97. 5h. Cr gu by 44 
F E . affert dad declare, that as no wor 15 trul ya an F 
Lf good, but"thoſe that are performed by a perſon united 
the Lox D Jesvs Custer by faith, apd puder the influences of 
his cog 18 Spitit; and conſequently,” that none of the actions 
the unregenerate, however in themfelves materialy agtegabft 
8 the letter of the law, are either pleaſing or acceptable to 
op nor can they difpoſe or prepare, their ſouls for receiyi 
his grace, though their omiſſion and be ect of theſe is fill 10 
difptea6ng umos Go b, and deſtructive unto themſelves: 80 likes 
wite they declare, that even the beſt works of obedience, performs 
eddy the regenerate, can neither merit the pardon of any one fimg 
not procure them che faualleſt- meaſure of God's grace or fayoury - 
beeguſe of the manifold fins and imperfections t ey are fill -ats 
tended-with, and becauſe of the infinite diſtance between Gen | 
aud them, with teſpect to whom, when they bave done all ab . 
Wey can they ace but unprofitable ſervants : Neither ig their ab 
lity to do them at all of themſeſves, but wholly from the Spirj 
dwelling in them. And further, that the ſpring and prigcip 
motive of true love to Gop, and acceptable obedience to 8 
>KD, | porſelf-iitereſt or love to our own felicivy, not yet a Havich 24 


ca- of puniſhment'; but that the glorious pecke (3.4 and -trapſcenden | Yo 
with IF excellencics of 'the Deity, maniteſted in the face Gf Jraus 
2 Cunts r, who is the brightn*(s of the Father's glory, ud e 


Mi- IN image of | his perſon, are the prime and chief N both 1 
Ss, dove, fear and obedicnce unto Gop; as all, who real! wy Gop, 2 
hole I love him principally. for himſelf. As alſo, that pf accept '-..- » £—_ 
« I ferviceto Gop,' performed by believets, is principally: 9 E 
by the authority of a Gon cf grace ſtamped upon his word, fpxin AY 
from faith in'JzsUs CHR15T, as an animating and ave pine. rg 
ple in their ſouls, and is ultimately directed to the gr of Gap 
in CurisT, as the great end thereof Hence . a alt 
Gop has graciouſly connected his own glory and bis people 'a fe- 
licity inſeparably together, that yet no ations, however good in 
themſelves, or beneficial to others, which ariſe only from a prine 
ciple of {cif intereſt, love to one's own bliſs, or fear of hell, ate 
evidentgal of ſaving grace. in the ſoul, or any more, than what 
one in a ſtate of nature may perform 3 according to Gen iv. 
Heb. xi 4, 6. Matth vi. 2, 54 16. Hag. ii 14. Amer v.-2t, 1 
Die i. 15. and iii. 5. Rem iii. 20. and iv. 2, 4. 6. Joh xxii. 2, 3» 
i 6. 1 Pet. ii. 5. Exod xxviil. 4 Cone chap. ip Wee 
Out. Larg.' Cat kg 73, 101 SB. Cat. gueſt. 
In like manner they declare . aſſert, 4 ilthough wee 
may be much darkneſs, and manifold doubts. and fears,” ſeated 
inthe fame ſoul where true and ſaving faith is; And ichen * 
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.- aQtsof a true and lively faith: But in all the appropriatiug acts of 
. ſaving faith, there is an odjective aſſurance, an aſſured confidence 


5 0 18. Pal. [xxvii. 1, to 17. Pal. Ixxxviſi. throughout. Gal. 


5 maurability of Gob's decrees, and his unchangeable* love; ſuch 


Evvenant, that, notwithſtanding of various temptations and 
_ They wuſt all and every one of them, certainly and infallibiy 
perlevere in a fate of grace unto the end, and be at laſt ſaved 

Vith an everlaſtivg ſalvation; as appears from Heb. "xi. 13. John 


Confe fe chap. 8. f 1. chap. 14. f 2. and 8 15 throughout. 


- 18 abſolute Lord and Sovereign, is not ſubjeQed- unto the autho- 


upon the conſciences of men, than they are agreeable unto, and 
-Faunded upon the revealed will of Gov, whether in matters of 
5 Faith or practice. And altho', that theLogp Jesvs Cnn1s T hath 


' fa" and hath procured unto his church freedom from the yoke 
of the ceremonial law, with a more abundant communication of 


(e 


See 1 "aſſured that hey ace _tedlly $504 EY of — 
"prhce 3; and even, after they have artived at a Fabj lee afuvarice | 
their ſalvation, may have it much ſhaken, fouled and inter- 
mitted ; that yet there is no doubting, no darkneſs, in the faving 


and truſt in J Custer, and in the promiſe of life in which he 
is revealed to the ſoul; according to . I. ro. Mart ix. 24. 


20. Mark xi. 24. Conte chap. 18. throughout: Larg. Cat. 
3 ueft. 72, 80 81. Short. Cat queſt. ann, 

Tudy further aflert and 4 ere, that whoſoever, of the ebil- 
. of men, in all ages, have attainedſalvation, they dit believe 
in ang receive the Loxp JESUS CRI, the promiſed Meſſiah, 
bod only Savicut from fin, to whom all the prophets bare witheſs, 
2 whom all the promiſes and lines of ſalvation do centre; and 
8 that however much the faith of the diſciples and a- 

ties of our Lonb and SaviouR Jesus CurRisT in him as 
" ore only Redccmergmight be at any time overclouded, yet it was 
ever ts ſubverted; and that the noble grace of faith" in the 
als of befievers cannot be totally loſt; but that ſuch is the im- 
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dhe eesey of their Redeether's merit, and conſtant abiding of 
the ipurit bo holineſs in them; and ſuch'the nature of the new 


affiQions, and the prevailing of remaining corruption in them, 


Iv- 42. Phil. i. 6. John x. 28, 29. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Jer. iv. 4. 


: +. They further aſſert and declare, that the noble faculty of con- 
cence, Gop's deputy in the ſoul bf man, over which hie alone 


"rixy of man; neither are any human commands further bindin 


urchafed a glorious liberty unto believers from ſin, and all the 
ner fruits thereof, and of acceſs.to a throne of grace with bold- 


ee influences : Yet, inaſmuch as conſcience is the rule ruled, 
not the rule ruling, none can, without manifeſt fin, upon pre · ence 
of conſcience or chriſtian liberty, cheriſh any forbidden luſt in 
- their, fouls, nor are they left at freedom to reject any of the divine 
nee inftituted 3 in the word, nor 80 ng or n 


. 8 
: * 


2 uy 


* 


them to believeand embrace; authoritative toleration being de 
tire of all true religion, and of that liberty wherewith CHRIST 
made his 
* being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, we may 


19. and v. 29. 1 Ger. vii. 23. Math xxith. 9. 
2 Cor. i. 24. Marth xv. 9 Col. ii. 20, 22, 5 Gul. ii 4 5 and 
V. 1, 13: 1a. viii. 20 Acts xvii. 11. Hoſea v 11. 1 Cr. F. 5 
"Ez, =>! * 3. 
: iii. 6, to 12. Ezeß. vii. 23, 25, 26. Zech xiii 


du aug. 49. 50. 1 
Again, they declare ind aſſert, that all true believers whom - 


_ «unto, and have communion with him in grace and in glory, in 
this life and in the life to come In all their afflictions he 1s ufflict- 


| th6lylove and affection, do participate mutually of each de 
2 11 and graces; and are indiſpenſibly bound 1 exerciſe them» - 


24 love of God, and tbe life of grace, in their own, and one ansthers 
_ | Jouls. And further, they declare, that the viſible church} and - 
| 1 are externally incevenant with One eg 


__tabliſhed principles of Chriſtiagity, whether in the matter of doc - 
trinie, divine worſhip, or practice in life, which are con 
und inconſiſtent with the analogy of faith, and the 
godlineſs, or deſtructive of that pute peace and good order eſtalſliſh«! 
end by Cunts r in his church, are accountable unto the church; 
und upon proper conriction, ought” to be proceeded againft, by 
jinflicting eccleſiaſtic cenſures or civil pains, in a way agreeable” 


*-_—_ er 


them in and through death, exalteth them at laſt over all their g- 
nemies, receiving them into glory and blefledneſs with OW 
that they may behold and ſhare in his glory with bim thr 


«< 235729 ; 


| frripturalinftitation, by mixing huwan inventions therewith, Fey 
the leaſt — from the purity thereof. And thereford; that 
all who vent or maintain tenets r opinions,” contrary to the ef- 


trury to, 
of true 


unte the divine determination in ine word ena ſuch of" 


Aud 1 they declare, 3 it is FITS wicked, * 14 50 

2 ſtrikes againſt the ſovereign authority of Gon, for any” 
power on earth to pretend to tolerate, and, by ſanction of iv 
lav, to give licence to men. to publiſh arid propagate" with irfipu-/ 
 Hity Whatever errors, heteſies, and damnable doQtrines, Stan, 
and their own corrupt and blinded underſtandings, may pr. "i 
_ . 


15 
«the Lon p —— in holineſs and righteouſneſs, all the 4 of 
4. gur lives. Agtee able to James iv. 12. Ram wiv. a. Ae iv. 


2 Jahn 10. 1. 


people free; and of the great end thereof, which is, 


[Rev. 


Tit i. 10, 1 13. and eiii. 20 Marth xviil. 1 1680 17. 
35 
Ai. 2% 14, 15, 20. Confeſſ. chap. 20 Larg Cat. queſt. 105, 104 * 


bers of the church inviſible, are by the indiſſolubſe bond of the 
Spirit, and true faith in CnRIS T, their Head, favingly united 


ed, and ſhares with them in their ſufferings and trials, is with 


* 


*ernity : Aud that all of them being knit and joined together . 


ves in the practice of all commanded duties, for preſer wing the 


eee, 833 wb + 
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Head, have ang and the fame Loan, profely the ſame faith in doe- 
trine and worldip. teceive the ſame ſeals of GoD's covenant, boptiſm. 


ai che Lon n's ſupper : And that they are thereby.bound to hold. 
faſt the Head, to he ſubject to his authority, to keep dhe faith they 
have raceived, and to maintain a boly.communion and felipwſhip.in. 
the worſhip of Gon; cloſely abiding by the ſt andard of Carry; 
their Captain and Leader, and lifting up che banner of divine 
thuth; in oppoſition unto, and in haly conte mpt of all their enemies 
of eery Find. And further, they, aſßem, that as the viſible 
church in general, is bound to be faithful to Curr, as their 
Head and Fm and to.. preſerye, inviolate, the whole of that. 
_ fared depoſetum of truth wherewith ſhe is intruſted by bim, not 
- quitting with, bor wilfully apoſtatiſing from the ſame, in profeb-- 
| r So nd particular ſubjecꝶ of this ſpirituat kings: 
dom of CRI T, can receds from any part of divine truth, . which 
| they haye teceived, and whereof they have mace profeſſion, with⸗ 
| quit leſe· Majeſty unto the Do of Gop. and the violation of theix- 
obligations which. they bave come under, at receiving the ſcals of. 
EF the gdvcnant, with whatever other lawful vows they have made un- 


tothe Mot High ; according to 1 Fohn i 2, 3 Apb. 111.46, 47, 485" 
e i 16 Heb.x.,24, 25, Ad, ii 42, 46. ph in, 4.3. Philo” 
18. Kev. ii, 35. and. ii. 3. Com eſ. chap- 2, 6. Larg. Cat. queſh- 
| 63. $bert. CEOS , OE A LN Ye - 
"Dry likewiſe affirm and declarg,.thattheLonn Jesus Cu, 
ove alte INN ANU, the ſole and ſupreme Head. Law-girer 
aa King of bis church, which is his ſpiritual, and abſolutely ſree 
and independeut kingdom, hath therein warranted, inſtituted and 
appointed certain office bearers, (who derive their miſſion and au- 
thority from bim alone.) to regulate, adminiſter, judge and de- 
termine in zul the affairs of his houſe, to whom alone the keys of 


© _ ans iptruſted with che key of docbrine, to diſsouet the mind of God | 
dn preach Cuyxisr ccuciſied unto ſianers; the key of govern- 
ment for preſetving that beauty of order, purity and power in the 


ade after their cracked ngys, or continue obſtinate in heit offen- 
ces: and the key of ordination and mediate miſſion, in ordinary cir- 
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195 Gen/o 
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the kingdom of heaven are by him committed. Particularly, they g 


bout ef GaD. which he bath enjoined ſhould take place thereing. - 
me hex ol diſcipline, to inflict ecaleſiaſtic cenſures upon ſuch as turn 


|  __qumRtatices of the church, ſolemuly to ſet. apart and ſend forth 
L -. ehwch-officers uato that ſacred function and 'official- truſt in the 
ee of Gop, on the regular. trial of the ſuitableneſs dof their 
© gifs and quatificarions. for that ſpiritual ſervice and miniſtrations | 


medias i 4 Gor ii. 28. Epb. iv. 11. Matth. xvic 19. Jahn Kr. 
85 , 18. 42 xv. throughout, and xvi. 4. Hates 


e e Mark xvi. 15. Ads vi. 6, 1 Tim. iv. 14, and + 
chap. 39-4 2, 3. and 31-5 3. Form of church go. 
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Lage 4th, 48% B 4. entitled, Dirofory for elefling of mimjterys 


Cannes r, the church's glorious Head, bath err a: MT 
ſorm of government therein, diftintt from civil go 


nation to preſbyteries of preſbyteries in fubordination to provincial. 


| er, derived from CHRIS r, to aſſemble, eonſtitrute and ad} 


fame ſuitable meaſure of the qualifications, whith GD in his. 
nis word requires to be in any, that are to be laced in ſuch tation 


chotee of the chriſtian people, who are capable with judgement 
A vi. 2 to 6. chap." xiv. 23. Jam x. 4, 5. F.. an” 
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Trey Mewiſe affert and maintain, that the Lons Js 


not itt ali ſubotrdinste to civil rulers. And that ago wy . 
tie government, warranted by CAST in his word, and to eontis 
nue in bis church unalterable, is preſbyterial church rome, 
excluſive of ail ſuperive dignity above a teaching preſbyter; au, 
confiſting in her judicative capacity of kirk-ſeſhons, in ſubordi« 


ſynods : and of provincial ſynods;” in ſubordination to national g 
and of national; t6/'tecumenical afſemblies, or general councils. 
And further, they aſſert, that the office bearers of the Lene 
houfe, are, according to the eommand, and in the name and a 
thority of the LokD JssUs Char, the only Laws - giver and. 
King of his chureb;-and by virtue of the chutch's intcinke pow. 
theſe 
ſeveral courts of his houſe, to nommatre thefizedor onal ne 
of their ſubſequent meetings, as the church's condition dt 
eies require; although they grant, that the chtiſtian magiſteme 
may in extraordinary caſes, or otherwiſe, call together @ Gadd of 
miniſters, and other fit perſons, for conſultation aud adyiet in * 


gious matters: But in which, they have wo poder co Ur 
determine in matters of faith; — ovly diſeretivety de examine, . 
whetherthe ſynod's determivztions and decifions be Went 


and agreeable to (cripture, and accortingly to 2 
ix. 6, 7. Exel. xlin. 10. TI. Av. 2, 4,6. Ie. . 4 
ili. 19: 2 Chron- mo IG 11. A xvii. 14. | 
227 30-4" 1. & 31 31, 2. and conform to att of em ame 647, . 
2, 7 ad book of diſcipline, amd prop: fitiattsfor church — | 
They likewiſe aſſert and maintain, That the office-bearers W 
th'ehrarchof Cur18T, according to their different places ant .. 


ſtations therein, muſt give evidence of rheir being pH a 


or- offices, particularly that of devoteduels to the Stufe and. 
honour of Cuxtsr And they further affert; that miniſters of tue 
goſpel; and other church officers muſt enter into the exerciſe-of - 
their office, at the oor of CHARTS T's appointment, by the eall as 


to give their conſent, 1 Fn. iii. from ver. 2. to 18. III. i. 


faudable es and ordinances of = church and Bates n fu 
eee de ier adm, i * M. 


 accotding+to the ſame unerring rule, a Chriſtian people, . who are 


% * 
'F 


© 


FE 


\ 
. 


* 


own glory and rhe public good, authoriſed and inſtituted in his 


and the puniſh ment of evil doers, who tranſgreſs either table of the 


uch a people: No other, but ſuch a conſtitution and inveſtj - 

ace, can either be approved of by Go, or anſwer the ende, ul- 
mate or fabordinate, of this ordinance, unto the honour of the 

495 29. and cxlix. 6, T3 8, 9- Ja. xlix. 23 Rom. Xiii. 17 24:3» 


= hap-23,-5 x Seafonable warning by the, general aſſembly, 
&ic 27th, 6496 AT-1 5. Se- 2. Parl. 1. 1649. 7 | 


late voice of Gop,. of choofing and appointing ſuch as are to 


esch other unto the duty of their different ſtations and relations. 


der che outward defence of the church of Gon, againſt all I his rey 
bet external enemies, reſtraining, or -otherwife puviſhing, as the | 


 <and-diſcipline-of the houſe of GoD ; and by his cjvil ſanclian to cor. 
_ Toborate all the lawe and ordinances of Gar Irer's houle, provid- 
Ingandenjoining, that every thing in the bouſe of the -Gop of F tural, 
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ſerver of. his protefſed ſubjects in this lower world, hach, for bis 


word the office and ordinance of civil government and governors, 
forthe preſervation of external peace and concord, adminiſtration 
of Juſtice, defence and encouragement of ſuch as are, and do good, 


moral law: For all which ends, ſubordinate unto that of his own glory, 
God, the alone ſupreme fountain of all power, hath inſtituted. 
and appointed this ordinance. And further they maintain, That 
a due meaſute of thoſe qualifications which GoD, the great la- 
giver requires in his word, together with what, other ſtipulations, , 


hleficd with the light of divine revelation, have made the funda- 
mental conditions of. civil government among them, ate efſential- 
Iymccefſary-to the conſtitution and inveſtiture of law ful authority 


great inſtitutor, as appears from Prov. viii. 15, 16. Fſal. exlxũ · 


Ther further aſſert and maintain, That the conſtituting of the 
relation.hetwrixt rulers and ruled, is voluntary and mutual; and 
that the lawful conſtitution of civil magiſtrates, is, by the mutual 


election of che people, (in whom is the radical right, or interme- 


ſway, the {ceptre of government over them,) and conſent of . thoſe, 
Mat are elected and choſen for the exerciſe of that office, with cer- 


tain ipulations according to ſcripture and right reaſon, obliging 


And further they affirm, That when magiſtrates are ſo conſtitut- 
ed, Chriſtians are bound by the law of Gop to pray for the divine 
{blefling upontheir per ſons and government, to reverence and highly miniſt 
eſteem them, to yield a conſcientious ſubjection and obedience to ſtrate | 


- -+their-lawful commands and to defend and ſupport them in the due tie; 0 


-exexeiſe of their power; which power magiſtrates are eſpeciall 10 their f 
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lic rei. 


.caſc in Gage all open blaſphemers, idolaters 
ob mers of the worſhip 


inate heretics, with all avowed con 


even, be done according to the law of the Gop of heaven ; 


'y 


* 
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Dat Shit; 14. 2 Kinge xi. 17. 1 TA 11 ns 1 "Tim. N. 1. * ; 
1 Pi ii. 17. Ram. Ani. 2. to g. 2 Kings xviti. 4. and xxii. 1% to- 
ö 26. 2 Chron. xxix, and xxx chapters throughout; Ezra. vil. 2 
N Cnfeſſ. chap; 23. f 3. coronation oath of Scatland ſworn and (gb- 
| {cribed by Charles II. at . January iſt, 165 1, and oath of 
L fidelity by the people. x 
, But, with reſpect to theſe ties great ordinances of. divine in 
4 tution, the magiſtracy and miviſtry, with the qualifications, of the 
* 2 and duty of the people, as before aſſetted, the preſbytety 8 
d ; likeas they did, and hereby do reject and en the 
t follo owing contrary errors, tenets and opinions, whether of older 
. or later date, vented either by open enemies, ot proſelled e 
by to the reformation cauſe. Aud. 
'E +4, They reject aud condemn that looſe nia tenet. 
a= and-opinion of opening the deor of communion with. the 8 
b in het judicative capacity, or ſcaling ordinances, unto the gtoſlyi Ie -. 
ty. norant, looſe, careleſs, profauc and ſcandalous: And to the atti- 
- chriſtian Deiſt blaſphemous heretic,or any, ho maintain docttine, 
l- principles and opinions contrary to, and evetſive of the 4635 
be and fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity, or ſuch, principles and 
ul practices, as oppoſe, obſcure or darken the, church's beauty and. 
purity, and ſpoil her of her power, and particularly that of the . 
church of Scotland, in her attainments in reformation 5 this ben 
evidently deſtructive and ruinous to truth and bolineſs, the on 
foundation and baſis of external union and concord iu the eh 
and conſequently of all durable, harmonious and comfortable, © 
communion amongſt tue ininiſters and members EY Cairn? 8 
myftical body: See £65 v. 11: Aha. viii. 20. Amos ili, 3. Co. 
vi. 10. Heb. xii. 14. Rev. xxii. 14, 15. 2 Cor. vi 1% 18: and 
con form to the acts and practice of this church, in her beft and pureſt. 
times, in excluding from ber communion, and refuſing to unite with.- . 

*. chargeable as above. 

Again, they hereby reject that falſe and ungodly principle aud 
opinion, That a Cop of infinite wiſdom hath left bis prot Hg ö; 
people deſtitute of any declaration. of his will, (which they . | 
abſolutely bound to regard) concerning both the, ipſtitution, ad- 
miniſtration and qualifications. of ſuch perſons, as ſhould admini- 
ſtrate theſe two diſtinct ordinances, government civil and eceleſiaſj- 
tie 3 or, that theſe two different ſpecies of government have not 
cubic foundation and inftitution; as the ordinances of Gop, in 
his revealed will; but that either (with the corrupt revolution 
church, ). he bath left the government of his.houſe a matter k 
indifference, and the pattern thereof to be moulded by the diſcre- - 
tion of the wife men of this world, and according to the „ . 
will and fluctuating inclinations of the people; or, with their 
lic reſolution - brethren, the -Seceders, exchanging the clear” 7 149 


tural, 240 corenanted bafis of 1 ge * with * Om 
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N oundation of the law and light | nature, ot the more looſe - 
baſts of mere elkction, arid acknowledgement of whomloever the 
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)) 


| © Prinures regni, though never ſo wicked and licentiobs, chogſe and 


* 


* 


er up as 'mapiſtrates : The which notion contains an injurious 
and impious impeachment of divine revelation, -as a rule imper- 
feck, and iiſoficient to guide Chriſtians into the knowledge of 
the will of Gop, and of their duty, as the peculiar and profeſſed 
Tubje&ts of the King of kings, and ſupreme fe giver, concerning 


all his ordinances ; and is confrary to 2 Tim. lii..16. Rom. ii. 4. 


Ezeh, xlin. It. and xliy. 5. Lev. xviii. 2, 3, 4, 5 Math. xxvin. 
r RARE Ds 

They in like manner rej<& and condemn the eecleſiaſtic head- 
Mip of the church, blaſpbemouſly arregated by that man of fin, 


aud ſon of perditicn, the Pope of Rome; with all that ſuperiorit 
of Agel and office in the houſe of Gop, claimed by antichril. 


tian Prelites, together with the whole of their hierarchical order, 


and the civil places and power of church-men, by both uſurped; - 


Which is a meſt wicked attempt to overturn. God the Father's 


* 


- 


* 


. bis Son Cnx1sr, ſole King and Head of his 
church, an 7 e of Jesus Car1sT from his throne, and 
headſhip in bis church, an elevation of his miviſters, contrary 
to his will, and to the nature and ends of their office ; and an an- 
Eſeriptural and confuſed blending together of different and diſ. 


- netordinances. P/al. ii. 6. J½% ix 6. and xxii. 24. Col i 18. 
Mark x. 42, 43. Luke xxii. 25, 26 1 Pet. v. 3. 2 Chron, xix. 12. 
ee. vi, 2. Confef. chap. 25. f 6. and contrary to aur folemn 

,Tovenanth, and many afts and erdinances of both church and flate, 


in tires of reformation. © „ 
1 They likewiſe reject and conderan that groſs eraſtian principle, 
on, That the civil magiſtrate is ſupreme head over all perſons, and in 


6 o 


WT cauſes eccleſiaſtical, as well as civil, whether, in more ancient 
* "and latter times of tyranny and perſecution, openly and biaſ- 
- phemouſly.ufurped or at, and ſince the Revolution, more craftily, 
Jet top manifeſtly claimed ; as appears from the 37th article of the 
church of, England, and king's declaration prefixed to the ſaid arti 
Files: And is further evident from the many eacroachments made 


4 


power and authority to conveerf and adjourn at their pleaſure, 
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upon the royal dignity and beadſhip of CRIsrT, by the u- 
ſurpers_ of his "throne, practically veſting themſelves with 


nd give laws and ordinances to the church, which is a dar- 
jag attack upon the prerogative, ſovereignty, wiſdom. and power 
her abſolute king. and lord, on whom. as a nail faſtened in a 


o 
” 
ol 


ſure place, bis Father hath hung all the glory of bis houſe, and 


| veſted bim withthe ſole ſupremacy over the fame, being filled a- 


bundantly with the ſpirit of wiſdom and underitanding, with the 


"OE. Ipirix, of counſel and of might, to direct and prefide in the ry? 
2 Rr * KN} fern, 00 2 preſerve from, apd + ry A. 
US: 15 - | 80 4 . X as . 


1 
& © Ts” 
"8. 
. 


* +» 


# 


ac hand th. PW RAT WW 


OH ES Dov oEH 5a 


M* 69 OB dg pw = coawn wysv ©- HEY 


Ln 


PE RT EET 


looſe - 


x the 


and 
rious 
Nnper- 
ge of 
feſſed 
Shox 
Ne 


1 


head- 
{ fin, 


oy 
chril- 


order, 


rped; - 


ther's 
F his 
„ and 
nirary 
an an- 
d dif- 
1 18. 
X. 12. 
folemn 


ate, 


1ciple, 
and in 
ucient 
 biaſ- 
raftily, 
of the 
id art} 
made 
the u- 
with 
eaſure, 
a dar- 
power 
ed in 2 
ſe, and 
led a- 
ith the 
lanagr- 
ome all 


01 unter, depends upon the authority | 
civil magiſtrate, becauſe it is manifeſtly deſtructive of the church's 
© why and authority, under Caxr1sT her Head, and derived from 


allegiance, aflurance, an4jabjuration varhs, act reſtoring patron 
and the act anent Porteous, together with the threatened depri- 


28. Matth. xviii, 17, 18. John Ax. 23. 


Warrant to build the houſe of the Lok D. 
model the form of her government, as beſt ſujts their perverſe in- 
clinations, and ſecular views, in expreſs contradiction to the will 
and the law of Gop of heaven, Execd. V. 40. and xvi 39. 

Exel. xliii, 11. 1 Chron-xv. 12, 13. Neb. ii. 26. with mauy other 
torn move cited. ED OED 22 ONT O27 RITES 
Again, they rejcct and condemn that Jatitudjiarian tehet; That 
the Logp Jesus Curr, the algne Head of the church, hath left 
bis houſe void of any particular form of government, of divine 
- Inſtitution, excluſive of all other, under the Ne Teſtan ent di 
| 8 : The which is a manifeſt rel ction upon his fideli 


bet enemies; J Fri 24 and xl. 2. and ix. G. CY. i. 18. C55. 1. 
42. 2 Chr. xvi 18." Heb' v. 4. Cinfof, chap. 25 . 
__ They alſo reject and condemn that eraſtian tenet and opinion 

that the whole, or auy part of the power, miſſion, qualifications, 

or adminiſtiation of eccleſiattic officers, or miniſters of the chut 


and dictation of the 


im, and likewiſe of the miniſterial freedom and faithfulneſs f 
Curtis's ambaſſadors: And particularly, they reje& and con- 


demn as groſs Eraſtianiſm, (whether practiſed before or ſinte the 
' Revolntion, and eſpecially ſince the incorporating union with 77 
Land, on terms diametrically oppofite ro our covenant union) t 


civil magiſtrate's limiting the miſſion of the office-bearers in tlie 


church, according to his will ; prefcribing certain qualifications, 


and reſtricting to certain limitations; ſuch as the teſt, indulgences, 
laged, 


vation of office and benefice, upon non-compliance z 1 Cor Ali 


- ®- 


They fucther reject and condemn that 


according to the import of the claim of right, the antiſcriptural 


verſive of the beauty of his hauſe, and fertile of diſorder therein, 


and oppreſſion, when ſtrangers, enemies, or ſuch as have no call or 


Ty 


im who appointed him, and moft abſurd tb ſuppoſe of bit, 


t eraſtian opinion, that the 
External government of CHRIisr's houſe is left untothe precarious 
determination of ſinful men, or hath either its immediate or meth. 
ate dependence upon the will and pleaſure of the civil magiſtrate, 


| baſis of the Revolution ſettlement ; this being evidently an im- | 
. pious reflection on the perfect wiſdom of the church's Head, ſuB- 


| laying the kingdom of Cunts obnoxious to ſpititual tyranfly 


at ro'their hand, 40 


| ; 
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Ia. ix. 6, 7. 1 Tim. v. 17. Heb: iii 2, 3. 2 Cor. Xii. 28. og.” 1 
8 xii 6, 6 7s 8. Ad, xx. 17 28. Matth. xXXviii. 2D. Confeſſ. * * | 
30. f. x. and to the propofitions for church government. wx 


© They further reje& and condemn that fetarjati/ priveiple uus 
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paw whether in nnn maintained, That s ek . 
or particular congregational elderſhip, is. veſted. with. e- 
qual eccleſiallic power and authority, with any ſuperior judicato- 
„and is neither ſubordinate; nor accountable to them (in the 
on in their determinations. I bey likewiſe reject, as ſecta- 
; Tian 1 hat. the community of the faithful, or profeſſing Chtiſti- 
ans, in a private ſtation have any ſcriptural warrant for public 
| teaching, or judicative determination in the church; botb which. 
bee are, not only expreſly. contrary. to ſcripture, AFs xv. 
rovghout, . and xv1,.4 1 Cor. v. 4. i Tim. v. 17. Heb. v. 4- 
and xi 17, &c but alſo have. been e hitherto moſt hurt ſul 
and dangerous to the church of Go p, depriving her miniſters and 
mem bets of juſt and neceſſary, recourſe to ſuperior, judgment and 
.decifion....n matters difficult, diſcrediting and proftituting the ſa- 
"cred office of the miniſtry, and tending to overthrow. a ſtanding * 
iniſtry-in, the church of Chart, and ſubvert that comely. and 
aue order, which he hath preſcribed therein. 
off like. manner thr y-reject and condemn that groſs invaſion and 
. vpn the church's liberties, by the intruſion. of 
ih; patronages, whether impoſed, as a Jaw by civil, or execut. 
— hy eccleGaſtica] powers; The latter of theſe, the miniſters and 
Jpdicatories of the now corrupt, harlot church of Scot/and.-cannot 
4 de more egregionſly guilty of; as the nature of their ſacred 
3 Aion, and truſt obliges them to preſcrve inviolated the church's - 
* dom and liberties: But in place of this, their hands are chi 
ii the.zreſpaſs,..ip an avthoritative and active enforcement of this 
4. wicked. 8 an att evidently deſtructive of the very nature and 
"= efſence of that mutual relation betwixt paſtor and people, and * 
1 Ga Swhich. hath the native and neceſſary, tendency. to.ichiſm in the tha 
WY church. Tpiritual leanveſs, and ſtarving of the flock; by thruſting led; 
| ile, idol ſhepherds upon them, ſuch as ſerve not our LorD ver 
sus CART; but their own. bellies ; feed themſelves, but not in 
e flack ; and ſeek not them, but theirs, contrary to Jobn x. 2, 
Heb. v. 4. 1. Tim, iii. 3. U Cor. xii, 14. with many wore; and 
de akte of both church and ſtate, in times of reformation. in theſe 
coenanted lands. 
ut, on the other hand, that the preſbytery, when thus con- 
del ding. on particulars, paſs not over in finful filence, what, 
ſtands oppoſite to the word of Gop and their declared principles 
as above, concerning civil authority, the adminiſtrators. thereo 
and ſubje&ion. of the people thereto: They reject, likeas they 
. hereby 45 reject and condemn that antiſcriptural principle and o- 
Pinion, that the divive ſcriptural ordinance of magiſtracy hath 
95 its foundation indhe moral preceptive law of Gop, (herein 
his will is revealed and declared unto his people, concern- 
ing the nature, uſe and ends of all his ordinances,) but in the ſub- 


jeQive light of PRAM: (even as eee lo confuſed * dark 
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in to diſcoveries, ſo gro(s and felfiſh in its principl. - n 
ends, that neither the true nature of this, nor any other of the 
ordinances of .Je HO VAN, as revealed in his word, can hereby be 
known, or the true uſe and ends thereof ſuſſiciently Aces 
or obtained . | (AY 

. They likewiſe teſtify againſt, and rejeR that equally abſurd opi- 
nion, aàs a ſtream flowing from the forefaid corrupt fountain, that 

the office, authority and conſtitution of lawful magiſtrates, doth 

not ſolely belong to profeſſing Chriſtians, in a Chriſtian reformed 

4. land, but that the election and choice of any one whomſoever, 

{ul made by the civil body, (whether Pagan, Papiſt, Atheiſt, Deiſt, 
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and or other enemy to Gop, to man, and to true religion), makes up 
and the whole of what is efſ-ntial to the conſtitution of a lawful .ma- 
ſa- giſtrate according to Gop's ordinance - A tenet contrary to the 
ing kb ike and diftates both of reaſon and . * 
and And they bereby alſo diſciaim that corrupt notion, that all pro- 


vidential magiſtrates, who are, and while they are acknowledged 
by any civil ſociety, . eſpecially in an apoſtate backſliding land and 
people from the ſcripture ſtandard, (in reſpect of the origin-of - 
their office,) are alſo pteceptive; and that the office and authority _ 
of all ſo conſtituted and acknowledged, in itſelf confidered, does 
equally ariſe from, and agree unto the preceptive will of Gon, . 
contrary to ſcripture-precepts, Deut. xvii. 18 what falls under 

 * ſcripture reproof, Ho. viii 4. and what greatly depreciates the 
valiant contendings of our honoured anceſtors for civil teſormati- 
on, and tends to invalidate their deeds of. conſtitution thereas 
ko RS | | een 
Again, the preſbytery teſtify againſt, and condemn that principe, 
that the Chriſtian people of Gop ought to give explicit acknoc« *-- 
ledgement of, and implicit ſubjection and obedience to, hate: 
ver civil authority, (though moſt wicked and unlawful,).the Lo? 
in his holy providence, may, for the trial and puniſhment of his 
church, permit a backſliding people to conſtitute and ſet up, without 
regard ti the precept of his word. And they hereby reject what» 
ever in oppoſition to the covenanted principles of the church of 
Scotland, does juſtly and in its own nature imply a voluntary and 
teal acknowledgement of the lawfulneſs of the title and authori- 
of an antiſcriptural, anticovenanted and eraſtian government, 
conſtituted upon the ruias of our ſcriptural covenanted reforma- 
tion. | Particularly, they teſtify againſt praying for ſucceſs and 
proſperity to ſuch, in their ſtated oppoſition to the Lord and his 
Anointed, or in any form implying a homologation of their title 

a4 lawful, ſwearing oaths of fidelity and allegiance to ſuch, ac- 
cepting-any office from ſuch, and executing theſe in their name, 
and authority under them, military aſſociations with ſuch, by a 
voluntary enliſting under their banner, and fighting for their ſup - 
dort and eſtabliſmment: And that in regard theſe are action, m 
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Persons active copttibuting to the accompliſhment of ſome wic- 


ſoreſaid iniquitous be ed. | 


qreeept, und particularly, when theſe dues are required. 25 a tel- 
Tera © 


— 


* 
A 


Wo erpreh 6 proper ant eipfict oohihg 8f che toofutics bf ti 
Avthoriry, which they immediately refpet, fo they are ſueh, 1 


a e. nent of the palty per- 
ming, and muſt therefore imply a deliberate approbation of 


*Farthef, they reftify apainit a diteQt and ative, free and vo- 
Yuntaty paying of tribute and other duets, unto ſuch, and that for 


Sonteiente fake, as uito the ordinance of GoD, according tö his 


oyalty to ſuch; or when requifed, as an evidence of a 


4 aQivn, <xprefly declared to be the immediate end of. the im- 
pofition: Thus the caſe was in the time of perſecution, when the 


dleefarsd end of the additional ceſs, was the immediate ſuppreſ- 


Mu Hebecdies, in 4 


ion ot the pure preathing of the goſpel in the fields. As alſo, 
net only againſt profefſ- 


only agai fed witnefſes for feformation principles, 
their prokecuting of their witneffing brethcen at law. before the 
Warts bf antiſeriptural, unqualified judges; but generally, againſt 

| Way of direct counter-aCting any part of 
reformation attainments, or expreſs homologating the authority. of 
xn una ful jadge: And, in fine, againſt all voluntary ſubjetion, 
For cor ſcience e, unto ſuch powers as ate not the ordinance 


= 


Teripture; 2 Sam. Hi. 10. 2 Kings 


bf Gp, according to his revealed e will, as contraty to 
_ Keripture, 2 Sa. Ii. 10. xi. 4. 17. 2 Chron ix. 3. J. 
vili. 12. ald KV. II. Rom. xiii. 1. to 8. 1 Cor. vi. 1. to 8. con- 


Eraty td the acts of this church approving of, and ordinances of the 


"Rate eſtabliſhing, the civil authority upon its ſcriptural foundati- 


on, and thereby diſcovering the prope? object of a Chriftian peo- 


Ple's voluntaty and conſcientious. ſubj*ftio ; and particularly, to 
"the acc of cMaffes: While, in the mean time, it mult be acknow- 


"Tedped, "that the tate and condition of preſbytetian covenanters in 


Abele lande, continuing, as a community, to witneſs and contend 


Yor reformation 6f Both church and ſtate, that obtained, and was 
eſtabliſhed, between 16 8 and 1650, cannot be regarded as that 


"of afree people, e mir ancient privileges and liberties, 
C 


but as that of an oppreflee people, brought under the powet of 3 
conqueror, and no better than captives in their own land. As 


_ - this was 8 the ſtate of the ſuffering remnant under the 


” 7 


perſecuting period, when, by the force of the ſword, they were 


_ _» fobbed of their former liberties, and reduced to the moſt deplor- 
Able condition: So, however the Revolution did alter ſome cir- 
-'Eumftatices in the condition of covenanters; "yet, in regard it 
was eſtabliſhed upon, and did homotogate the overthrow of the 
_ refortmation, to which that people do (till adhere, it could make 


© Ho ſubſtantial change in their condition, from what it formerly 
£5 Aud moreover, as it is necefſarily requiſite to the;confiitut- 
be ot te tanto betwinr magiſtrate and people, tat thts be 
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e e nnlniary conſent. And. ag the, * it 1 
Pftetian covenanters did never, at or, fince t Revolution, 11 
fach conſent; but, on the contrary, haue, in the moſt 4 
manner, proteſted againſt the Conſtitution and inſtalment 9 
ISS. as being contrary to the word of Gop, 


ers ia agreeablene(s t 
_ govenanted conſtitution, and fundamental laws of the nations; 
vo- is evident from their printed teſtimonies and declaratiqus : * 
for $i en that their ſtate is that of an oppreſſed pech le, i in pale 


his ſubſection to a conquering power, whoſe duty 18, to. wait 

rel- patience upon Hrael s Gop, for his return to revive his work, and + 
of a recal the bandage of his Zinn. And while they are to take care to 
wic- do nothing, that juſtly implies their conſent to the continued op +4 
im- fition made unto the covenanted. reformation, yet they ought to, 

n the ferve à proper difference betwixt ſuch actions and thinga, as. ate 
preſ- | necefſaty, and in themſclves juſt and lawful, by a moral obliga- 
alſo, tion, and thoſe that are not ſo: As aiſo, — that which can- 
iples, not be had, nor the value or equivalent of it, unleſa the per- 
e the ſon aQtually give it; and that which. may be obtained, whe» - 
oo ther he actually contribute to it or not . Moſt applicable. to 


this our preſent condition, are the words of the Levites, expreſſing 
the diſtrefſzd tate of {rae}, which they had brought themſelves 
imo by their ſins, as recorded by Nh. is. 36, 37. * Behold we 
«are ſervants this day; and for the land thou gaveſt unto our 
& fathers, to eat the kult thereof, and the goad thereof, behold 
© we are ſervants in it: And it yieldeth much increaſe, unto the 
« kings which thou haſt ſet over us, becauſe of our fins, alſo they 
cc have dominion. over our bodies, and over our cute dy their 
W and we are in gens drfirefs.” 


| 4 It has been comnliined by ſame, ahi 25 beate of 0 > 
| 3 of this particular paragraph is obſcure; and het ſo intelligible 
as it ſhould be, to many readers; but this complaint ſeems rather to ariſe 
from the want of proper attention and conſideration, than any other 
cauſe. As to the firſt branch of the ſentence, Among—** Such acy 
«© tions and things as are | neceflary, and in themſelves juſt and lawful 
* hy. a N obligation, — may be reckoned the payment of county | 
ys * hways and . for the benefit of an eaſy and commo- 
age; — keeping watch in cities, which; have no | ſettled or res | 
= — to prevent public damage by ſire, or otherwiſe, In like 
ager, the payment of cuſtom in publię markets or fairs, or of town 
es; all of. which, being intended for the benefit of public corporations, 
are given. or paid as the price of a. liberty, and privilege of trade and 
commerce. nd to this may be added, ſuch neceſsary inſtances of Self-de- 
Ence as,a perſon * may be obliged. to, when maliciouſly and villainduſſy 
attacked in his character or goods, by perſons prrhapy- defignedly tak 
ing advantage of his Chriſtian temper, or profelſon: Or when perhaps 
4 perſon . — be maliciouſſy charged with, and proſecuted forermes.inot 
only peculiar diſhonourable to religion, but even capital, as had ben 
0 In ae eee | 


* 
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dy them in a church capacity z—againſt all active -owning and 
4 | | , - official miniſtrations, or receiving any ordinances from ſuch, to 


tion to his righieous carſe). the Loud has no where in his 


s there being under the New Teſtament a change. of the prieſt- 
2 oviving to 2 Cor. vi. 19. "Rev. ii. 20. Gc. 


r 


4 


Zen "the preſbyrery teſtify again ale iniRertal or rel 
tommunlon with fuch, who, though they may occupy the place 
Dt office-bearers in the church of CHR T, yet ate deſtitute of 

theſe tualifications indiſpenſibly required by the church's head, or 
enter not into their office by the 4057 which he has appointed in bis 
word, own another head than CHRIST, or t and fall from 
the truth and cauſe of CurIsT, formerly eſpouſed and fworn to 


> 


Eountenancing of ſuch, by attending upon any of their corrupt 


wo, me n 0 "4 Wy tas 425 5 UE. + 


whom! {continuing in a courſe of backſliding and acting in oppo- 


word promiſed his bleſſing. Jer. xiii 32. altho' in his holy ſo- 
vercigaty be may make ſome of theſe, who are not enlightened 
to be Fab ful to the whole of his truths, inſtrumental in doing 
od to the ſouls of men. Againſt all voluntary contracting 
With Prelates, curates; or fuch officers of human invention 
Aut the church, for paying tithes or other dues unto them; as 
unto awful, ſcriptural pariſh miniſters.” For beſides that there 
id nothing due unto them, their office having no divine authority; 


* 


Moc, there is alſo a change of the law, reſpecting tithes; . 


+ By all-which- it appears from what is above aſſerted and de- 
400 concerning theſe two divine diſtinct ordinances, the mini- 

ry and magiſtracy, that the principles maintained thereanem by 
the preſbytery, are nothing elſe wins an endeavour, 98 a I 
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at law becomes neceſſary before the ns courts and * of dy 
nation, or place of the world whatever, when ſuch defences are admit- 
ted without the formal and explicit acknowledgment of the lawfulneſs 

of unjuſt'or'ufurped authority (when ſuch happens to be in place, as 
i the inſtance of Paul's appeal to Cæſar, Acts xxv.) or acting any 
_ © otherwiſe contrary to juſtice and charity, or to the genuine principles 


And with regard to the other branch of the ſentence, where it is 
 obſerved;—**5. That a difference ought to be made between theſe 
things that cannot be had, nor yet the value and equivalent of theſe, 
unleſs the perſon actually give it, &c.: This is ſufficiently explain- 
in a paragraph. page 165 near the foot. Prayers for God's bleſſing on 
_ ay government, —iuliſting and bearing arms in their fervice, accept- 
ing offices and places of power from e e oatks of fidelity 
to them, &c.—are ſuch things as can by no means hg got, nor yet the 
equivalent of them, unleſs the party actually conſents and grants them. 
 Thife therefore, and ſuch like, are the only inftances of action, which a 
arcyudged, in their own nature, tor contain and expreſs a proper - .co 
und explicit acknowledgment of the lawivinch of 4 ont, ſer 
which they 3 A 
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xplain- 
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accept- 
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ts them. 
„ which 
proper 
forty, 
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fliders, iu their courſe. of deſection, from the national attain- 
1 in religion and inn nnen even unto blood, 


; 169 3 
ry of the 18 Jas Cnuter;confinited in bis date to hold 


faſt the church of Scotland's teſtimony, agreeable to the ſeriptuten 
of truth, her confeſſion and covenants, fundamental acts and con- 


Kieutions both of cburch and ſtate ; and this, according to the | 
co:nmand of the church's ſole King and Head; Rev: ii. 29, an 
ii. 11. 91 chat their teſtimony in this particular, is in the nature E 
i, an homologation of the chureb's: faithtul oppoſition to bc- 


tiring againſt ſin.1 'n 47, crap B08 


. The preſbytery further aſſert map en chat vaths and vows | 


are a paft of religious worſhip, warranted in the word of Gon, 
and under the New Teſtament diſpenſation, and may be 
taken and entered into by the Lox p's people That fuch oaths: 
and yows only are. warrantable, as are lawful both for the matter 
and the manner of them; and thoſe that are ſo, when once en- 

gaged in, muſt not be.vialated on any - conſideration and that, 
becauſe of the authority of the awful name of Gon interpoſed in 
them. Aud further, they declare, That the right- of adminiſtrat- 


ing oat hs ie competent only to thoſe, who are veſted with ſuch au- 
thority,' 28 is agreeable to the word of truth As alſo,” That it is 


the ineumbent duty of Chriſtians, . by ſolemn-oatti do. bind Mem- 
ſel ves to maintain and defend the perſons of tighteous rule re, in 
the lawful exerciſe of their authority; and to ſuch only it id law- 
ful to {wear oaths of allegiance and fidelity. And hereby theydiſa 3 7 
prove of the principle of refuſing allegiance to lawful authority. Ac 
the ſame time the preſbytery teſtify againſt, as above, all . of 
dllegiance in being, to an eraſtian prelatical government. And fur- 


ther, they reject and detert that ſinful, idolatrous and ſuperſti- ; 


tiops form of ſwearing, in laying the hand upon, and killing the 
koſpels, practiſed by the prelatical churches of England and Tre- 
land, and even introduced into Scotland, as a groſs profanation of 
that holy ordinanee, and contrary to the ſcripture examples there- 
of Hereby, they alſo teſtify againſt all ſinful ſweating whereby 


the name of Go, his titles, perfections, or-graces* of his holy 


Spirit, are profaped in ordinary diſcourfe. As alſo the unneceſſa- 
ry, oaths of cuſtom-houſe, trade, &'c. as a reiterated and fearful 


profanation of the name of God. And moreover, they — 4 


againſt, and condemn that ungodly and ſuperſtitious oath; pr 
ed dy chat unhallowed club called Free Maſons ; according to 
Deut. x. 20 Exed. xx. 7. Neb. xiii. 25: Ezra x. 5. Deat. vi. 


13. Math. iv. 355 36. £zek, xvii, 6, 17.7 18, 19. Rev X. 55 


Jer. iv. 2. an 


2. Confeſſ. chap Kii. 


Again, they teſtiſy and. declare, That the bake: of ſolemn } 
2 zovenangiam with a God in CHRIST) is a duty warranted in the 
ſceriptures of the Old and New. Teſtaments, and by the examples 
of: ;the, godly, agreeable thereto; and that not only: to indgsidün in 

- Particu) ar, but to churches and JE in general. The * | 
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- Prgdants- ance entered into, and being for the matter of them 


- Jamful; gre maſt facred, and thereforc inviolably binding; and 


hat canner be broken or tranfgrefied; without manifeſt guilt. and 
igeutting the dreadful reſentment of à holy and jealous Gon, 
who has ſevgrely threatened to puniſh covenant breakers. And 


hene they affert; that the national covenant of Scotland, and the 


ſolemn league and coveriant entered into by the three nations, for 
reformation and defence of religion, and for the maintainance 
and. preſervation. of the truths and ordinances of Gop in purity, 
and {worn by our honoured anceſtors, not only for themſelves, but 
ipgludmg. a 
their ſonn dation upan the word of Gop; and therefore moral, 
and. ſa perpetualty binding upon the nations, and every individual 
in them, to the lateſt poſterity. » Wherefore, the preſbytery teſ- 
tiſy agaiuk the principle of. refafing the lawfulneſs of national 
covenanting, particularly, under the New Teſtament difpenſa- 
tion, and all principles and practices, that ſtrike againſt the mo- 
ral pbligation of theſg covenants; ſee Deut. vi. 13. Ja. ix. 18 and 
T5. Fer. I. % Deut. xxix.. 12. to 16 24+ 25. © Lev. xxvi. 
25. 26. Fel. n 14, 15, 18, 19. 2 Sam. xxi. I. Ezek. xvi. 
39. 294 vii. 15, 16, 18, 19 Hoſe x. 4. Gal. iii. 15. 2Cor. viii. 
5. des alſo acts and ordinances both of church and ſtate in times 

; relamation, reſpeRing the taking, and binding obligation, of 
rain. che preſbytery hereby teſtify and declare their appro- 


aud land: Particularly, befides what has been mentioned above, 
they declare their adberence to the Viſtminſter confeſhon of faith, 


zs it was approved by act of the General Aﬀembly of the church 
of Scotland, anne 1647 catechifms larger and ſhorter; form of 


church government, directory for worſhip, and books of diſei- 


pline, as 'agrecable. to, and extracted from the ſacred gracles. - 


Wich reſpect to the third article of the 23 chapter of our con- 
feſhon, the preſbytery hereby declare, that they underſtand it in a 
. ſenſe; perſectly con ſiſtent with the intrinſic power of the church, 
and-the ſpiritual freedom wherewith CHRIST has made her free, 


ma. the general Tenor of of the: principles and practices of our 
Reformers themſelves, the preſbytery are diſpoſed to believe, that 
they neuer deſigned to veſt the civil Magiſtrate with any Eraſtian 
premacy. over the church whatever; as from act xv. 
Seſſ. 2. Par), 1649, where it is otdsined that all matters civil 
3be General Aſſembly of this Kirk. (See alſo Stevenſon's Hiſto- 
ru, Volume II. Page ; ENS 

M 2.79 | 


their poſterity, are of divine obligation, as having 


bation. of, and adherence. unto all the different ſteps of reforma- - 
tion, that ever, in any period, were attained' unto in this church 


= expreſaly aſſerted in page 159 of their teſtimony. And 


the Parliament; and all ecclefiaftic matters by 
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end chi fer, 
"that corrupt enſe 
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' Popery, Ec. before that religion kas obtain 
vil authority; when, although the major part or bulk of a peopte 
| ſhould embrace the true religion, yet that does not diffolye or Jooſe 
the relation ſubſiſting between them and their civil relers, prio 
to their converſion, agreeable to, and founded upon the juſt and 
 1-aſonlible laws of che realm In this cafe only, it is : 
that an infidel, or one of à different religion, may have authog- 
ty juſt anch legal over a people partly convetted to the knowledge 
and goſpel of CHitsr. Thus it was with the primitive Chriſtians, 
and thus it Was particularly with our anceſtors in Schrland, at e 
beginning of the reformation; and this perfeCtly well agrees 8 


the apoffo!iea! precepr and determination in à cafe ſimilar to the 
above; 1 Cor, vii 12, 1 3 and 39. and 2 Cor. vi: ng. 
A s Ulo, they further eck | ther- 
ence to alf the faithful teſtimonies, declarations and proteſtations, 
emitted by the witneſſes for the work of reformation, whether 
' before, or under the late times of tyranny and perſecution, in 
priſons, ſcaffolds, or in the fields, by land or ſea 3 or by ſuch, as 
, 


fare their avere of, aud 


 fince that time have ſucceeded them in the ſelf fame CO 

as they are founded upon, and agreeable to the word of truth, ar 
as 7 juſt and proper vindication of foreſaid covenanted cauſe. An 8 
particularly, with the above proviſo and limitation, they declare 


tion, anns 1679, 1680, 1682; as alſo to the declarations pub- 
I'thed at” Sargubarr 1683, 1684, 1692, and 1695, 15973 © 
the informatory vindication, and cloud of witneſſes ; to the nan. 
natiaial and fulemn league, ſworn at Auchenſaugh, near Douglas, in 
in the year 1712, at Crauſurd John 1745 with the additions! 
acknowledgements of fins, and engagements to the duties at 
theſe times; to the declarations publiſhed: at Sanguboir 17187 an 

at Montherrick 1740, 1741. And in like manner, they 
cheir adherence to the 4d formerly emitted by this 14% Brees 
err 

2 

* 2 


in condemmation of the univerſal ſcheme. And they do her 
5 N | | «>. «4 I-48 1 


— 


their adherence to the Rutherglen, Sanguhair and Lanerk declars. - 


®-, 


IF 


Leon. 


againſt, and * of all Fatih and lebst, 
her in 5 of. right or left band extremes, in apy tefti- 


: "monies, publiſhed. in a way of profeſſed adberence tg reforma- 


- x" tlon, principles. Particularly, they. teject the teſtimony publiſned 


1 deligned the Affociate e, as no dee te ſti mo. 
, Hy for truth, becauſe of che partiality and unfaithfulneſs, both to 

30 and to the generation diſcovered therein; it being, inſtead 
* a Faithful vindication, no better than a burial of ſome of che 
" "molt important attainments in reformation of this church and 

nd,—And they likewiſe reject, deteſt and abhorthat {ſpurious 
brat, ſtuffed with wo error, blaſphemy and nonſenſe, molt falſe- 


I and unjultty, « defined, „ A.teſtimony for the word of Cris 1's 
patience,” by that ſactilegious uſurper of the miniſtry, Hilliam 
Dun, po being once plunged. in the depths of enihuſiaſm, 


mch jobis madneſs, at underſpretence of an immediate miſkon 
from heaven, he not only daringly ufurps the whole of the miniſteci- 
"alfundtion, but alſo wickedly claims an eraſtian exetciſe of the of- 


dee of the Civil magiſtrate, in a ſtupid, unaccountable declaration 


"of Far offenſive and defenſive, againſt all mankind, himſelf and his 
y blind-folded confederates. Red e he having probably had 
= es antiſcriptural notions inſtilled into him, by the induſtry of 
me unſtable heads, who, after they had made a ptofeſſed ſubjec - 
on to this preſbytery, in the Lox b, did with ſome others of the 
' e amp, in an unwatrantable and ſchiſmatical manner, break 
off from their communion, without ſo. much -as diſcovering any 
thadow 'of reafon, in- juſtification « of their alu: ungrounded and 
*precipitant feparstion. 
pon the whole, the. preſbytery. a that they. have 
en influenced to this necefſary. work, of diſplaying a judicial 
"banner for the covenanted cauſe.and intereſt of our exalted. Rx- 
| Eon WER, putely. out of a regard to the glory of God, a deſire that 
| ERIST $ kingdom maybe adyanced, and bis buried truths reviy- 
| ; AS alſo, from a. concern for the welfare and happineſs of the 
- de an} kucceeding generations ;—do earneſtly, in the bowels 


our. Loxy Jt:vs_ Caxr15T, beſeech and obteſt all. and every 


one, into whoſe hands this teſtimony may come, that without 
Res the itifignificancy, of the inſtruments, and laying aſide 


8 in J&S03, not only in the notion, but in the love and pow- 
7 of 3 it 357that they take with the many juſt, And highly aggrayat- 
as round f the Lokp's controverſy, and cauſes of his wrath 
89 5 Us, WH: only on account of private and perſonal wicked- 
ae come to a very great height, but particularly, on account of . 
e general oppoſition to the public concerns of his glory, in what 
Abet the doQtrine, worſhip, government and diſcipline of his 
eke. Alas ! our public abominstions are both obſtinately perſiſt· 


* W lie . e to pat they a to heart the. ren and 
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= > and 1555 ſelfiſh conſiderations, they receive the truth 
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| terrible wickedneſs of the day and: e n dhe bigieBt- £18 

Ation before the Lonn, while he waits to be gracious, and ie cal- 3 
ling to all ranks to humble themſelves, and ſaying, . Rent your 
ot heart and not your garments, and turn unto th a 9 your: GOD, 
or he is gracious-and merciful,“ — Fool ii. 13 That, in he 

of flying under the coyert of the atoning blood of the Sen 


N 
of, Gong by faith in his name, forthe remiſſion of ſins, and en- 
desvoufipg after perſonal reſormatiou, as to all the impiety and 
irteligion. all the dete ſtable ancifferency, lukewarmneſs, zndhypo- | 
$ . Criſy/iq the matters of Gon, which uuivetfally prevail, they Alo 
. ſtudy and ſet about public reformation, every one in their Jeveral 
's _ ſtations, agcording-to our ſolemn national engagemente, concur. 
m Tipg to reſtore the LoRD's:ruined and butied work, and rebuild 
1, | his bhouſe, which is now lying ag a deſolate- beap, covered over v7 4 
n with the rubbiſh of manifold errors, corruptions and human in- mw 
i- ventions. If ve ſtilb hold faſt our abominat ions, and will not, by 3 
\f- repentance and reformation, return and give glory to the Lokp 


our Gon before be cauſe darkneſs; then, when be+ returns for 
the ſalvation of Zion. He will come treading down the people 3 
in his anger, and making them drunk in his fury, and oo 
„ down their ſtrength to the earth;“ Ja lxiii. 6. But is there 
* no hope in /frael concerning this thing ? Is there no bam in 
i Gilad? Is there not a phyſician, there ?”; Is thete not virtue 
in Cn blood for the moſt deſperate caſes, that churches, as 
well as particular perſons can be in? Is. there not ground to hope, 
that the Lord will not altogether forſake theſe ſinful. lands, heb 
were given to him of old for an inheritance, and wherein be has 
ſo long maintained his poſſeſſion, but that he will yet build ug ẽj 
Zion, and appear in his glory therein, will plead his [cauſes 2 
revive his own-work, a coyenanted work of refotmatii and t- 
move all the contempt and ignominy which it —— lies undet; 
Sure the continuance of his gracious calls and invitations tare 4 
turn to him, gives ground to hope, that our {ae hath not 3 
„ been forfaken, nor Judah of his Gob, of the Lon of hoſts, - _ (; 
though their land was filled with fin againſt the holy One c 
46 Trae,” Jer. li. 5. And though, while-ſo:much of error, pre- 
judice, and carnal intereſt, lie as impaſſable mountains in the way, 
there is little appearance of the nations taking this courſe; yet 
the LorD ſeems ſtill to beſpeak us in that endearing lavg | 
Jer. iii. 12. © Go and proclaim theſe words. towards the nortb, 
„ and ſay, Return thou backiliding //ael, ſaith the LogD, and : 
« I will not cauſe mine anger to fall upon yeu ; for I am merci- ' 
ee fal, ſaith the Lok p, and I will not keep anger for ever.” The?“ 
we bave nationally torn our marriage - contract with heaven, aud 
| taken away our names, yet the LoRD: hath not. Turn, O backs . 
erſiſt · Viiding children, ſaith the LORD, fer I am married unto . Let 
at and ail then * We themſelves from all their obi * 


IA 
y 63S. 
. = 


tw) 


g e ae e Bat if de; then et wit the impe- 
nitent deſpiſers of the repeated dalle of mercy know, that abufed 
_ patience will at length turn into fury, and the Lond Jerovan, 


bo hath already furbiſhed his ſword, and prepared the inftru- 
ments of death, will ſpeedily give that dreadful commiſſion to the 
. exccutioners of his wrath 3-44 Put ye in the fickle, for the harveſt 
is ripe come, get you down; for the preſs is full, the fats over- 
flow, for their Siekednelb is great; Perl iii. 13. Bur becauſe 
* Gop will do this to Hrael, let us to meet our Gon.“ 
Further, the pre ſbytery invite and intreat all, who tender the glo- 
ry of Gop, 88 of The uſes of bis wreth and indigna - 
tion, and who dee the continuance of his tabernacle and graci. 
ous preſence amongſt us, to come and Join in à harmonious, zea- 
Tous and faithful teſtimony, for the pt $ truths aud intereſts of 
- Ziews King, and againiſtevery courſe; that has 2 tendency 
Y to heighten, and at laft to lay on the copeſtone of our defections. 
7 .- Conſider, it is the Lon y's cal and command to every one, even 
| i their moſtprivate ſtation, Contend earneſtly for the faith once deli. 
vered io the faints. It is the burden, which heat this day lays on bis 
church and people: Hold faff ohat thou bey till I come, that no man 
tube th crown ; hold faſt by our former attainments in reformati- 
on. And bnally, the:prefbytery exbort all, with whom they are 
| more particularly conbected, To ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, with one 
mind, firiviag together for the faith of the goſpel, and in nothing 
terre by your adverſaries. Let the 6 of fervent and true 
love to Gop, his ti uthe, and to one another, prevent and exting- 
Wh uiſh the wild fire of umecefſary aud hurtful mutuul anĩimofities; 
aud endrovouring to keep the unity e ſpirit i in the bend of Peace, 
* ſuudy oneneſs iv promoting the Lonn's oppoſed work, and in 
_ <= xalking'm the good old way, without turning aſide to the right 
daa or tothe left, becauſe of the dem that is' therein; and witheut 
| -TS$ping other faundatiens han what were laid: Let none of — 
me and faichful witneſſes ſeffer their hearts to fk into d 
[Adency; the-caufe is the Lowr's, aud aſſüredly be wilt cerwugh. 
 Iyplead that cauſe, which is his On It will outhve an its enc- 
mies, and yet have: 2 reſurrect iam and this wilt be the 
. crews and comſfurt ot all ſuchk, anconinue, amidſt I trials and 
ſoſfesinge, comending for bias, inthe” bleſſed exprckatien of he 
erer yoveviaiting reward Therefore, lit up the hands that 
ung abtun amt flrengihin the ſeeble knees; greater afff ct ions h. ve 
ben enum pliſhedt in thoſe that are pone before, and are now in- 
hericing'the promiſes, thaw any wherewith the Loxv'is preſeut!y 
_"mying his church. And, as che Sop of all grace, after they had 
fſufeneh ahl, made them proſe} and put them im poſſeſſion 
88 whict che ywere called by Jesus CRRIS vr, 
ſolſhahche ſtabliſt, ſtnengthem an keep: his echte ſtill from fal- 
e 5 — — the m fault 
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3 1 
| before the preſence of his glory wi * + mo. 
«. ry with exceeding joy. . 
« and behold and ©, O Gov of Hoſts ; look down from — 
« hand bark vibe this vine; and the vineyard which thy ri he 
« g ie barn win dre g dar ase mpdett rang fo 
40 it is cut down, | J 
I ane ty countenance. Let thy hand oa Gy ws — 
1 = Sea upon the Sox of man whom thou madeſt {tro 

| y 8 ſo will not we go back from thee ; quicken gets, , 
3 turn us again, O Lon of Hoſts, 
let Zian 2 i As" ſhall be ſaved: Let Gop agiſe, 
< all hin enemics be ſraneres he 8 ˙ and; ler. - 


3 but let them that lore him be ag. 


4 
the Sun, when he goeth forth in bis might. 
e . e e e 
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adios to ene is aid, Iro page 42 to 50 preceding teſ- 
"ping the eſtabliſh ment of Popety in Canada) the pre ſbytery 

| ty fament, that, in this prefent edition of their Teſtimony, [ 

_ arhty-nefatniflied witty * frelly marrer To amimadvert upon the . 

_  =comtinued tendency of the *Britiſly adminiſtration in tavoafe of . 5 
5 the gion of Antichrilt, 

3 long after the civil etzbn m ent of Popery in Geda, 
"ew privileges, civil, and religious were beſtowed vpon the pro- 

- feflors of that religion at bome, both in England and Ireland, by 
Which catholics have received toleration, under the ſanftion of 
lack, openly to profeſs and practiſe their idolatry,—to. open ſemis» 

+ | | "narieg- of learning for the pubic ipſtruction of youth in their 
dun religion, —and to purchaſe and transfer eſtates to their pop- 
ih relationg, in direct oppofition to the eſtabliſhed laws of the 

_ and; framed by our proteitant anceſtors, undet the ſenſe of felt 

| \necefſiry, whereby<atholics were laid under diſabilitiez, à8 to the. 
. "enjoyment of thoſe-privileges, which they ſaw to be inconſiſtent 
wh the peace of the ſtate, and ſafety of the proteſtatit religion, on 
account of the barbarous maſſacres, committed by catholics upon 
proteſtants, and the numerous hoſtile attempts made to overturn, 
by molence, the proteſtant religion within wele lands, as pro- 
ceeding from the ſanguiriary ſpirit of Popery The modern plea 
 - Jet up in favour of thoſe privileges being conferred upon Popery, 
t I: the catholics of this day have candidly renounced the whole of 
"their old principles, which they held as inimical to a proteſtant 
- "country never can be admitted, while they ſtill retain the moſt 
-— dangerous of all their principles—viz, implicit faith in, the doc-. 
trines of ſupreme councils,” and the diſpenſing. authority of the 
Pope. Againſt this finful indulgence granted to popery the pre(- 
| byteryiteſttbed at the time, ina ſeparate piece, entitled a Teſli- 
mony and Warning againſt the Blaſphemies 2 Idolutries of Popery, 
Kc. to ene they: Wl refer the reader. An attempt alſo was 
© made to extend a 6milar indulgence to catholics in Scotland, but 
 which/ waghappily fruſtrated through the zealous exettions of the. 
people, who, pleading the eſtabliſhed laws of the land, boidly re- 
claimed againſt the meaſure, which produced the defired effect af 
compelling the government to defiſt. But, alas! no ſooner was 
4 dhe popular zeal cooled; than government ſowed tares by enlarg- 
"iy . 5 iog * 3 of mW with regard to civil 9 The 
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deplorable leck now is, that popery, baking fn the typthtae bs {| 


| Sillatise power, advanced to the legal poffeſſion of 9% Pivilegexg 
aud ſhielded by formal tole ration in the nelghbohring Kingdom 
: may be eonfidered-as/enjoying the actual protection of governs A 
5 meat in Scotland In Ireland privileges of a ſtill more ea ted mm 
nature are beſtowed" upon prpery, while the catholic 18 fo far en» 
; frauchifed, that, in conjunction with the proteſtant, he W 
ive his voice for. members, to ſerve in the legilature of the Comms" . 
n] try; What greatly adds to the evil is, the lamentable alteras. | 
£ tion of public opinion, ſo lately diſplayed againſt the meaſures'of .4 
A government in former indulgences, beſtowed upon the catheli 9 
y | incereſt 3 bit, which has now changed into an entire approbation - 2 
„ thereof, both by the great body of che ple and the minority in 9 
7 „che two Houſes of Parliament; and . only complaint againſt © © 


y overnment on that fcore is, that, 
. Fil claims of  catholics, th 
the privileges of Bijnith ſubjects, 


ey have. 


ſtopping ſhoft of meeting the 


not ingrafted them into all 
and, for 


x 
be. 


* 
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| or ever; done "away the 
* odious diſtinction betwixt proteſlant and catholic ag to privilege.” k 
* When we open our eyes to the meaſures of the preſent day, e 
of debold ſtill more abomitations. The government fo fat from res. 
i- Ne mbering whenee they have fallen, repenting and doing cheitflüff "| 
Ir | wotks, have ſtarted again in the cauſe of agtichriſt, by leagniog. _ 
2 _ themſelycs in a military expedition with à group of popiſũ dete 
be i wy the contingat, who have long given their power ta the 4 
A" | fat; of this expedicion one object evidently.appeatsts be the rs”. | 
he. _ - eſfabliſhmeny/4nd ſupport of popery in France, Where, under m5 
nt  udminiltration of the omnipotent, and avenging koly providence © 
on. _ of . the pouring out of the vials of his wrath upon the „ 
on. - beaſt, tät falſe religion has reccived a fore and bleeding wound, <> 
IN, gad whete the people long cruſhed undet the tyrariny of Adeos "P 
ro- ne; and uſurpation of an impoſing pricſthood, have riſen „„ 
lea eate. themſelves from the accumulated oppreſſion, and by theit _ ®$ 
1379 iſhing efforts. have ſhaken off (he, pap oke, by renouncing' 3 
of t acc allegiance to the Head of Ko antichriſtian ſtates =p 
ant ome,. have withdrawn their wanted ſupplies from his tren? 
"oft. „ and completely overthrown the temporal power of bis cs? 
oc on in their own country, which had for many ages kept then 
the fetters. If any doubt ſhould be entertained with regard to th — 
rel. Wpport afforded to the ſinking cauſe of popery in France by. \" 
Ni- hes expedition, the declaration publiſhed by the brother of the lat _ 
rys. King of France, tiling himſelf Lewis XVIII. at the hesd of the” 9 
Was... emigrants in arma, exhibits the fact in the cleareſt point of views” 
but while he plainly and unequivocally ſays, in that declaration, ' 
the bat their deſigns are the erection of the throne and altar, ß 
8 Which are meant the civil government and the cathohe refigion; of 7 
X of . they exiſted in France prior to the revolution. Britain, not ſas -; 
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Ale ſced powers, hath opencd het arms at home to receive 25 


che of Kenuine chriſtianity, By be voice gf epiſcopal dignitaries 
x poptſh FIETE have been extoljed, as men of the moſt eminent pi- 

- ety, hide places aye been futcniched by government, to accommodate 
is cheir maſs ſervice : ant 2 ab of the bloody houſe of 
uchon, whom divine vengeance bach reduced to the adj-& ſtate 
W e exile is — Ho us, with alf marks. of 


5 991 gf wo Mind 4, 2 5 aud the 2 of the 8 6 
. wo ifſand ta the crown of Bri Brain, According to the new corſtie' 
4 af Corlics; the king of Great Britain, as repreſented by ki 

33 makes an eſſential branch of the Parliameat, all the Reg 
whereof mult by aſſented to by him, in order to give them the force” 
Ak. Now. it is to be rin; try that in this cotſtitution popery 
i expreſzl 1 085 ta be the only eſtabliſhed religion in the ifland: 
8 ther eech to be divided into diſtricts, to be filled up 
Vith 4 ci of the catholic religion, endowed with legal main- 
er To this conſtitutional eſtabliſhment of he catholic religi - 
. the. Ring of Great Britain, as the King of Conſſea, gives his frm. 
- * \aflent, Moreover, to provide tor the more extenſive propagation of 
' popery in Corſica, the Tegiflatute ſtipulate to conſult with: the dee 
9 Rome; here, alſo, the King of Britain, as wearing. the . 
=" > own, engages to utiite the wiſdom of his counleligto 
- - Pope, for the expreſs purpoſe of giving a —_ 
Note f the, Prophet "Jeu accuſed Jeholhaphat, ' tho 
bet *nnce, w was he was returning» from a' military e * 
With Aba # of Urach, in ſuch cutting ng od 2 Ch ts. 
_ 2. Nd 1555 help the ungodly, and toe them that hate fc 
- 2ord-?. therefore is aurath upon thee 'from the Lord in what wo 
. ſhall vc pronounce upon this conduct of Britain, in mixing whh| 
RN ber politics and wars, active meafures to-raife agairy the falli 
5 1. on. of popery from the' threthiold, and to beip forward tbe ik 
4 SN 5 45 of a religion, which the Lord hath ſolemuly declared” h 
1 "58> og will deſtroy wird the judgments of his hand, ang the-brightneſs 
CRE Oo of ] his coming. be wh the miquity of the thing wel; in giving 
Des: hn dire cd, ad. to this ichgion, our guilr derives great aggravatic | 
TY +>. Frome. view of che preſent” Jifpenſations-of providenee in vid 
+ bly ſ:oding down 'tertible. ene th matter through 8 51 
| ng 072 hangs): upon that antichriftian' power, that hath — ſat up⸗ 
many Waters; and the, loud voice Jehovah is uttering, on tk 
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Enigrants, 4 carefſed by her, ag if they had been ſufferers in the'— 
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Vos TE a ſhare in its aer. by fy 42 — 
WOE with its evils, iR. 4 
net partabem of * gol 5 8 
Hind o his- aveng bank 4 2 
ritainz once without, is pow gf retaroly | > & wi uit . 
ful communion. to rt this adjudged powers y which me 
8 berſelf a partfier in its fins, and thereby expoles herſelf u 
-to's pottion of its plagues. © In'vain will it be urg wh as a pen A 
{tificatioz, that ie aurthrs of the revolutio = kh bav- 
ing overturbed the conſtitution of their own country, © and ſpread 
e throu 45 1 the wide extent of it, meugced other nations 
and us alſo; chat; therefore, Britain, acting on the firſt pri 1 
ciple of narure's law, felf preſervation,” joined he alſied odwn Ss 
for her own defence. Though the preſbytery are by nd means 
be underſtood as giving their fuff age forthe lawfulnefs,and juſti 
. of the war on our ” ew 4 yer, for the fake of argument 1 "win 
the plea; What thaw?” Will this fanctify the 5 — 
| by Britain, in recovering, ſupporting; aud p NaN agating the cab 
popery, that the conqueſt” of the enginy, t. own ſafety 
the ends ultimately to be gained by kent 2 ve Chriſtian mn 
chat c vil is not to be done tht good ma come. binds as Kron 
nations, a individual. Popery is nota local evil; it is tl 
- wyltery of iniquity, as much in France, and in Corkicy, as it is bn” 
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